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CHAP. XLIV. 

hlca of the Roman Juf if prudence. The La-wt of 

the Kings. ^ The TiueJve Tables of the Dp-* 
cemvirs. — The Laws of the People. — Tht 
Decrees of the Senate. — The Edills of the Ma» 
grjiratts and Emperors. — Authority of the Cini* 
bans. — Code ^ Pandeels ^ Novels, and Infiitutes if 

JuJHnian. — I. Rights rf Perfons II. Rights of 

Things, — III. Prina e Injuries and Aciiuns. — 
IV. Crimes and Pun shments, 

HE vain titles of the vicflorie.s of Jufi^nian afe 
crumbled into duft : but the name of the le- 
giflator Ls infcribed on a fair and everlailing mo- 
nument. Under his reign and by his care ^ the 
civil jurifprudence >yas digefted in the immortal 
Voi,. VIII. B 


C It A P. 

xs.tv. 

The civil 
RomiiH 
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2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, -works of the Code , the Pandects, and the In- 
XLiv. STITUTES the public reafon of the Romans 
has been filcntly or lludioufly transfufed into the 
domeftic inflitutions of Europe *, and the laws 
of Juflinian Hill command the refpedt or obedience 
of independent nations. Wife or fortunate is the 
prince who connects his own reputation with 
the honour and intereft of a perpetual order of 
men. The defence of their founder is the firft 
caufe, which in every age has excrcifed the zeal 
and induftry of the civilians. 1 hey pioufly com- 
memorate his virtues; diffemble or deny his fail- 
ings; and fiercely chaflife the guilt or folly of 
the rebels, who prefume to fully the m.ajefl:y of 
the purple. The idolatry of love has provoked, 
as it ufually happens, the rancour of oppofition ; 
the charadler of Juflinian has been expofed to tire 
blind vehemence of flattery and invediv'e, and 
the injuflice of a fed (the Anti - Tribonians) has 
refufed all praife and merit to the prince, his mi- 
riflers, and his laws *. ^Attached to no party, 
jntereffed only for the truth and candour of hif- 
tory, and direded by the mofl temperate and 
flcilful guides \ I enter with juft diffidence on the 
fubjed of civil law, which has exhaufted fo many 
learned lives, and clothed the walls of fuch ^fpa- 
cious libraries. In a Angle , if poffible , in a 
fliort chapter, I fhall trace the Roman jurifpru. 
dence from Romulus to Juflinian \ appreciate' 
the labours of that emperor, and paufc to con- 
template the principles of a fcience fo important 
to the peace and happinefs of fociety. The laws 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 


of a nation form the raofl: inftrudtive portion of chap. 
its hiftoryi and, although I have devoted myfelf xuv. 
to write the annals of a declining monarchy, I 
fliall embrace the occafion to breathe the pure 
and invigorating air of the republic. 

The primitive government of Rome * was ^*^* “^ ‘’** 
compofed, with fome political fkill, of an elec- Rome, 
tive king, a council of nobles, and a general af- 
fembly of the people. War and religion were 
adminiflered by the fupreme magiftrate ; and he 
alone propofed the laws, which were debated in 
the fenate, and finally ratified or rejedlcd by a 
majority of votes in the thirty curire or parilhes 
of the city. Romulus, Numa, and Scrvius Tul- 
lius, are celebrated as the moft ancient legiflators; 
and each of them claims his peculiar part in the 
threefold divifion of jurifprudence ^ The laws 
of marriage, the education of children, and the 
authority of p.arents, which may feem to draw 
their origin from nature itSelf , are afcribed to the un- 
tutored wifdom of Romulus. The l^w of nations 
and of religious worfliip, which Numa introduced, 
was derived from his npdlurnal converfe with 
the nymph Egcria. The civil law is attributed 
to the experience of Servius : he balanced the 
rights and fortunes of the feven claffes of citizens ; 
and guarded,' by fifty new regulations, the ob- 
fervance of contrads and the punilhment of crimes. 

The ftate , which he had inclined towards a de- 
mocracy, was changed by the laft Tarquin into 
lawlefs defpotifm ; and when the kingly, office 
was abolilhed, the patricians engrolfed the benefits 
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4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

of freedom. The royal laws became odious or obfo- 
lete; the myfterious depofit'was filently preferved 
by the priells and nobler; and, at the end of fixty 
years, the citizens of Rome frill com plained that 
they were ruled by the arbitrary fentence of the 
magifrrates. Yetthe pofitive infritutions of the kings 
bad blended themfclves with the public and private 
manners of the city ;fome fragments of that venerable 
jurifprudence ' were compiled by the diligence of 
antitjuarians ' , and above twenty texts frill fpeak 
the rudenefs of the Pelafgic idiom of the Latins 
I fhall not repeat the well-known frory of the 
Decemvirs", who fullied by their adions the 
honour of inferibing on brafs , or wood , or ivory , 
the TWELVE TABLES of the Roman laws". 1 hey 
were didated by the rigid and jealous fpirit of an 
arifrocracy which had yielded with reludance to 
thejufr demands of the people. But the fubfrance 
of the twelve tables was adapted to the ftate of 
the city ; and the Romans had emerged from 
barbarifm , fince they were capable of frudying and 
embracing the infritutions of their more enlightened 
neighbours. A wife Ephefian was driven by envy 
from his native country : before he could reach the 
fhores of Latium , he had obferved the various 
forms of human nature and civil fociety ; he 
imparted his knowledge to the legiflators of Rome, 
and a fratue was ereded in the forum to the 
perpetual memory of Hermodorus”. The names 
and divifions of the copper-money, the foie coin 
of the infant frate , were of Dorian origin " : the 
harvefrs of Campania and Sicily relieved the wants 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5 


of a people whole agriculture wasbften interrupted 
by war and faction ; and fince the trade was eftab- 
lifhed ”, the deputies who failed from the Tyber, 
might return from the fame harbours with a more 
precious cargo of political wifdom. The colonies of 
Great Greece had tranfported and improved the arts 
of their mother-country. Cumx and Rhegium, Cro- 
tona andTarentum, Agrigentumand Syracufe, were 
in the rank of the mod flourifhing cities. Thedifci- 
plcs of Pythagoras applied philofophy to the ufe of 
government; the unwritten laws of Charondas ac- 
cepted the aid ofpoetry and mufic ”, and Zaleucus 
framed the republic of the Locrians, which flood 
withoutalteration above two hundred ye.ars”.From 
a fimilar motive of national pride , both \ ivy *and 
Dionyfuis are willing to believe , that the deputies 
of Rome vifited Athens under the wife and fplendid 
adminiflration of Pericles ; and the laws of Solon 
were transfufed into the twelve tables. If fuch an 
embaffy had indeed been received from the Barbar- 
ians ofHefperia, theRoman name would have been 
familiar to the Greeks before the reign of Alexan- 
der”; and the fainted evidence would have been 
explored and celebrated by the curiofity of fucceed- 
ing times. But the Athenian monuments arcdlent; 
nor will itfeem credible that the patricians fliould 
undertake a long and perilous navigation to copy 
the pured model ofa democracy. In the comp.arifon 
of the tables of Solon with thofe of the Decemvirs , 
fome cafual refemblance may be found : fome rules 
which nature and reafon have revealed to every f<> 
ciety ; fome proofs of a common defeent fromEgypt 

B i 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

or Phoenicia'*. But in all the great lines of public 
tuid private jurifprudence , the legiflators of 
Rome and Athens appear to be ftrangers or 
adverfe to each other. 

Whatever might be the origin or the merit 
of the twelve tables'*, they obtained among the 
Romans that blind and partial reverence which the 
lawyers of every country delight to beftow on 
their municipal inftitutions. The ftudy is recom- 
mended by Cicero” as equally plcafant and inftruc- 
tive. “ T hey amufe the mind by the remembrance 
“ of old words and the portrait of ancient manners : 

they inculcate the foundeft principles of govern- 
“ ment and morals ; and I am not afraid to affirm, 
“ that the brief compofition of the Decemvirs 
“ furpaffesin genuine value the libraries of Grecian 
“ philofophy. ” How admirable, “ fays Tully”, 
with honeft or afleclcd prejudice , “ is the wifdom 
“ of our anceftors. We alone are the mafters 
** of civil prudence , and our fuperiority is 
“ the more confpicuous , if we deign to cad our 
“ eyes on the rude and almod ridiculous 
“ jurifprudence of Dracon , of Solon , and of 
“ Lycurgus. ” The twelve tables were committed 
to the memory of the young and the meditation of 
the old; they were tranferi bed and illudrated with 
learned diligence: they had efcaped the flames of the 
Gauls, they fublifled in the age of Judinian, and their 
fubfequentlofs has been imperfcdlly rcRored by the 
labours of modern critics”. But although thefe vene- 
rable monuments were confidered as the rule of 
right, and the fountain of judice ”, they were 
overwhelmed by the weight and variety of new 
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laws , which , at the end of five centuries , be- 
came a grievance more intolerable than the vices 
of the city’*. Three thoufand brafs plates, the 
ads of the fenate and people , were depofited in 
the Capitol’': and fome of the ads, as the 
Julian law againft extortioh, furpaffed the number 
of an hundred chapters ’*. The Decemvirs bad 
negledcd to import the fandion of Zaleucus , 
which fo long maintained the integrity of his 
republic. A Locrian who propofed any new 
law, ftood forth in the affcrably of the people 
with a cord round his neck , and if the law was 
rejeded , the innovator was inftantly ftrangled. 

The Decemvirs had been named, and their 
tables were approved by an afTembly of the cen- 
turies , in which riches preponderated againft 
numbers. To the firft clafs of Romans, the 
proprietors of one hundred thoufand pounds of 
copper”, ninety -eight votes were alligned, and 
only ninety -five were left for the fix inferior 
dallies , diftributed according to their fubftance 
by the artful policy of Servius. But the tribunes 
foon cftabliflied a more fpecious and popular 
maxim, that every citizen has an equal right to 
enad the laws which he is bound to obey. 
Inftead of the centuries, they convened the tribes-, 
and the patricians, after an impotent ftruggle, 
fubmltted to the decrees of an alfembly , in 
which their votes were confounded with thofe 
of the meaneft plebeians. Yet as long .as the 
tribes^ fucceffively paffed over n.arrow bridi;es^’, 
and gave their voices aloud , the condud of 
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c H A p. each citizen was expofed to the eves and ears of 
XLiv, his friends and countrymen. The infolvent debtor 
confultcd the wifhes of his creditor; the client 
would have blufhed to oppofethe views of his pa- 
tron: the general was followed by his veterans, 

^nd the afpedt of a grave magiftrate was a liv- 
ing leflbn to the multitude. A new method of 
ferret ballot aboliflted the influence of fear and 
fliame, of honour and intcreft, and the abufe of 
freedom accelerated the progrefs of anarchy and 
defpotifm T he Romans had afpired to be i 
equal; they were lev’elled by the equality of 
fervitude; and the didtates of Auguflus were 
patiently ratified by the formal confent of the 
tribes or centuries. Once, and once only, he ex- 
perienced a fincere and ftrenuous oppofition. His 
fubjedts had rcfigned all political liberty; they de- 
fended the freedom of domeftic life. A law which 
enforced the obligation, and ftrengthened the bonds 
of marriage, was clamoroufly rejected ; Propertius, 
in the arms of Delia, applauded the victory of 
licentious love; and the projcc'l of reform was fuf- 
pended till a new and more tractable generation 
had arifen in the world Such an example was 
not neceffary toinftiudl a prudent ufurper of the 
mifehief of popular affemblies; and their aboli- 
tion, which Auguflus had fiiently prepared, 
was accompliflied without refiflance , and almofl; 
without notice , on the accelTion of his fuccef- 
for Sixty thoufand plebeian legiflators, whom 
pumbers made formidable, and poverty fecure , 

Were fupplantcd by fix hundred fenators , who 
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held their honours, their fortunes,, and their 
lives, by the clemency of the emperor.^ The lofs 
of executive power was alleviated by the gift 
of legillalive authority ; and Ulpian might aJTert, 
after the pradice of two hundred years, that the 
decrees of the fenate obtained the force and vali- 
dity of laws. In the times of freedom , the re- 
folves of the people had often been didated by 
the padion or error of the moment : the Corne- 
lian , Pompeian, and Julian laws, were adapted 
by a fingle hand to the prevailing diforders : but 
the fenate , under the reign of the Cscfars , was 
compofcd of magiftrates and lawyers, and in 
queftions of private jurifprudence, the integrity 
of their judgment was feldom perverted by fear 
or interefl 

The filence or ambiguity of the laws, was 
fupplied by the occafional edicts of thofe magif- 
trates who were invefted with the honours of the 
ftaie ”. This ancient prerogative of the Roman 
kings was transferred, in their refpedive offices, 
to the confuls and didators , the cenfors and 
praetors ; and a fimilar right was affumed by the 
tribunes of the people, the ediles, and the pro- 
confuls. At Rome, and in the provinces, the 
duties of the fubjed, and the intentions of the 
governor , were proclaimed , and the civil jurif- 
prudence was reformed by the annual edids of 
the fupreme judge , the praetor of the city. As 
foot! as he afeended his tribunal, he announced 
by the voice of the cryer, and afterwards inferib- 
ed on a white wall , .the rules which he propofed 
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CHAP, to follow in the decifion of doubtful cafes , and 
xLiv. the relief which his equity would atibrd from the 
precife rigour of ancient ftatutes. A principle 
of difcretion more congenial to monarchy was 
introduced into the republic : the an of refpedl- 
* ing the name, and eluding the efficacy, of the 
laws, was improved by fucceffive prxtors; fub- 
tleties and hclions were invented to defeat the 
plained meaning pf the Decemvirs , and where 
the end was falutary, the means were frequently 
abfurd. The fecret or probable wiffi of the dead 
was fuffered to prevail over the order of fuccef- 
fion and the forms of teftaments; and the claim- 
ant, who was excluded from the charadler of 
heir, accepted with equal pleafure from an in- 
dulgent prstor the pofTeflion of the goods of his 
late kinfman or benefadlor. In the redrefs of private 
wrongs, co-mpenfations and fines were fubftituted 
to the obfolete rigour of the twelve tables ; time 
and fpace were annihilated by fanciful fuppofi- 
tions; and the plea of youth, or fraud, or vio- 
lence , annulled the obligation , or excufed the 
performance , of an inconvenient contradl. A 
jurifdidion thus vague and arbitrary was ex- 
pofed to the mod dangeroys abufe : the fub- 
dance, as well, as the form of judice, were often 
facriticed to the prejudices of virtue, the bias of 
laudable affetdion , and the groffer fedudlions of 
intered or refentment. But the errors or vices 
of each praetor expired with his annual office ; 
fuch maxims alone as had been approv^ed by 
reafon and pradice were copied by fucceeding 
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judge;; the rule of proceeding was defined by chap. 
the folution of new cafes; and the temptations xliv. 
of injuflice were removed by the Cornelian law, 
which compelled the p;;.etor of the year to adhere 
to the letter and fpirit of his firft proclamation 
It was referved for the curiofity and learning of 
Hadrian , to accomplilh the defign which had 
been conceived by the genius of C3efar;'and the 
prxtorfliip of Salvius Julian , an eminent lawyer, 
was immortalized by the compofition of the The ptme- 
PERPETUAL EDICT. This well - digefted code 
was ratified by the emperor and the fenate, the 
long divorce of law and equity was at length 
reconciled; and, inftead of the twelve tables, the 
perpetual edicl was fixed as the invariable fland- 
ard of civil jurifprudence 

From Auguftus to Trajan , the modefl: Cxfars Conftimtion* 
were content to promulgate their edidls in the 

1 o ^ r perors. 

various characters of a Roman magilirate: and, 
in the decrees of the fenate , the epifiks and ora- 
tions of the prince were refpedfully inferted. Ha- 
drian appears to have been the firft who alTum- 
ed, W'ithout difguife, the plenitude of legifla- 
tive power. And this innovation, fo agreeable 
to his aeftive mind, was countenanced by the pa- 
tience of the times, and his long abfcnce from , 

the feat of government. The fame policy was 
embraced by fucceeding monarchs, and, accord- 
ing to the harfh metaphor of Tertullian , “ the 
“ gloomy and intricate foreft ofancieiit laws was 
“ cleared away by the axe of royal mandates and 
“ conjhtutions ’ ” During four centuries , from 
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CHAT. Hadrian to Juftinian, the public and private jurif* 
XLiv. prudence was moulded by the will of the fove- 
reign; and few inllitutions , either human or di- 
vine , were permitted to ftand on their former 
bafis. The origin of Imperial legiflation was con- 
cealed by the darknefs of ages and the terrors 
of armed defpotifm ; and a double fidion was 
propagated by the fervility, or perhaps the igno- 
rance , of the civilians who balked in thefunlhine 
of the Roman and Byzantine courts, i. To the 
prayer of the ancient Carfars , the people or the 
fenate had foraetimes granted a perfonal exemption 
from the obligation and penalty of particular fta- 
tutes; and each indulgence Was an acl of jurif- 
diction exercifed by the republic over the firft of 
her citizens. His humble privilege was at length 
transformed into the prerogative of a tyrant 
and the Latin expreffion of “ releafcd from 
“ the laws was fiippofed to exalt the em- 
peror abov'e aU human reftraints^ and to leav’e 
his confcicRce and reafon as the facred meafure of 
liis condudl. 2 . A fimilar dependancc was im- 
plied in the decrees of the fenate, which, in every 
reign , defined the titles and powers of an elec- 
tive magiftrate. But it was not before the ideas , 
and even the language, of the Romans had been 
corrupted, that a roja/ law ”, and an irrevocable 
gift of the people, were created by the fancy of 
L’lpian, or more probably of Tribonian himfelf*°; 
and the origin of Imperial power , though falfe in 
fadl, and flavilli in its confequence, was fupport- 
ed' on a principle of freedom and jullice, “ The 
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pleafure of the emperor has the vigour and 
“ eftedl of law, fince the Roman people, by the 
“ royal law , have transferred to their prince the 
“ full extent of their own power and fove- 
“ reignty **. ” The will of a fmgl(^ man , of a 
child perhaps, was allowed to prevail over the 
wifdom of ages and the inclinations of millions ; 
and the degenerate Greeks were proud to declare, 
that ill his hands alone the arbitrary exercile of 
legiflation could be fafely depofited. “ What in- 
“ tereft or pallion, ” exclaims Theophilus in the 
court of Jultinian, “ can reach the calm ^d-fub- 
“ lime elevation of the monarch ? he is already 
“ mailer of the lives and fortunes of his fubjedls; 
“ and thofe who have incurred his difpleafure, 
arc already numbered with the dead ” 
Difdaining the language of flattery , the hillnrian 
may conlefs, that in quellions of private jurif- 
prudence , the abfolute fovereign of a great em- 
pire can feldorh be influenced by any perfonal 
confiderations. Virtue, or even reafon, will fug- 
ged to his impartial mind , that he is the guar- 
dian of peace and equity, and that the interedof 
fociety is infcparably connedled with his own. 
Under the weaked and mod vicious reign, the 
feat of judice was filled by the wifdom and inte- 
grity of Papinian and Ulpian ■*’ ; and the pured 
materials of the Code and Pandects are inferibed 
with the names of Caracalla and his miniders **. 
The tyrant of Rome was fometimes the benelaidor 
of the provinces, A dagger terminated the crimes 
of Domitian; but the prudence of Nerva con- 
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Chap, firmed his adls, which, in the joy of their dtli- 
xLiv. verruice, had been refcindcd by an indignant fe- 
Thtir re- natc Yet in the referipts replies to the con- 

fcripts. fnltations of the magiftrates , the wifeft of prin- 

•ccs might be deceived by a partial expofition of 
the cafe. And thisabufe, which placed their hafty 
decifions on the fame level with mature and deli- 
berate ads of' legiflation , was incftedually con- 
demned by the fenfe and example of Trajan. The 
referipts of the emperor his grants and decrees^ his 
cdiels and pragmatic fanlHons , were fubferibed in 
purple 'ink and tranfmitted to the provinces as 
general or fpecial laws , which the magiftrates 
were bound to execute, and the people to obey. 
But as their number continually multiplied, the 
rule of obedience became each day more doubtful 
and obfeure, till the will of the fovereign was 
fixed and afeertained in the Gregorian, the Her- 
mogenian , and the Theodofian codes. The two 
firft, of which fome fragments have efcaped, were 
framed by two private lawyers , to preferve the 
conftitutions of the Pagan emperors from Hadrian 
to Coriftantine. The third, which is ftill extant, 
was digefted in fixteen books by the order of 
the younger Theodofius , to confecrate the laws 
of the Chriftian princes from Conftantine to his 
own reign. But the three codes obtained an equal 
authority in the tribunals; and any ai^t which was 
not included in the facred dcpofit, might be 
difregarded by the judge as fpurious or obfolete ’*. 
Forint of tiie Among favage nations, the want of letters is 
Roman law. iinpcrfcdly fupplied by the ufe of ^'i^lble figns , 
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which awaken attention, and perpetuate the re- 
membrance of any public or private tranfaiflion. 
The jurifprudence of the firft Romans exhibited 
the fcenes of a pantomime; the words were adapt- 
ed to the geftuies , and the flighteft error or ne* 
gleft in tht forms of ' proceeding, was fufficient 
to annul the. fubjlance ol the faireft claim. The 
communion of the marriage-life was denoted by the 
nccelfary elements of fire and water and the 
divorced wife refigned the bunch of keys, by the 
delivery of which , flie had been inverted with 
. the government of the family. The manumirtion 
of ‘a fon, or a flave, was performed by turning 
him round with a gentle blow on the cheek : a 
work was prohibited by the carting of a ftone ; 
prefeription was interrupted by the breaking of a 
branch ; the clenched firt was the fymbol of a 
pledge or depofit ; the right hand was the gift 
of faith and confidence. The indenture of cove- 
nants was a broken rtraw; weights and fcales 
were introduced into every payment, and the heir 
who accepted atertament, was fometimes obliged 
to fnap his fingers, to cart away his garments, 
and to leap and dance with real or affcdled tranf- 
port If a citizen purfued any rtolen goods 
into a neighbour’s houfe, he concealed his naked- 
nefs with a linen towel , and hid his face with 
a malk or bafon , lert he Ihould encounter the eyes 
of a virgin or a matron “. In a civil acilion, the 
plaintiff touched the ear of his witnefs , feized his 
reludant adverfary by the neck, and implored, 
in folemn lamentation , the aid of his fellow- 
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citizens. The two competitors grafpedeach other's 
hand as if they flood prepared for combat before 
the tribunal of the prictor : he commanded them 
to produce the objedl of the difpute ; they went, 
they returned with meafured fleps, and a clod 
of earth was cafl at his feet to reprefent the 
field for which they contended. This occult 
fciencc of the words and actions of law , was the 
inheritance of the pontiffs and patricians. Like 
the Chaldean aftrologers , they announced to their 
clients the days of bufinefs and repofe ; thefe im- 
portant trifles were interwoven with the religion 
of Numa; and, after the publication of the twelve 
tables , the Roman people was flill enflav’ed by 
the ignorance of judicial proceedings. The treach- 
ery of fome plebeian ofiicers at length revealed 
the profitable myftery: in a more enlightened age, 
the legal actions were derided and obferved ; and 
the hime antiquity which fandtified the pradlice, 
obliterated the ufc and meaning, of this primitive 
language 

A more liberal art was cultivated, however, ■ 
by the fages of Rome, who, in a flridter fenfe, 
may be confidered as the authors of the civil law. 
The alteration of the idiom and manners of the 
Romans , rendered the flylc of the twelve tables 
Icfs familiar to each rifing generation , and the 
doubtful palTagcs were imperfedly explained by 
the lludy of legal antiquarians. To define the 
ambiguiiies , to circumferibe the latitude, to apply 
the principles, to extend the confequences, to 
reconcile the real or apparent contradidlions, was 
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a much nobler and more important tafk; and the c h 51 p. 
province of legiflation was filently invaded by the xi,iv. 
expounders of ancient ftatutes. Their fiibtle in- 
terpretations concurred with the equity of the 
pi ictor, to reform the tyranny of the darker ages : 
however flrange or intricate the means, it was 
the aim of artificial jurifprudence to reftore the 
fimple dictates of nature and reafon , and the . 
fkill of private citizens was ufefully employed 
to undermine the public inftitutions of their 
country. The revolution of' almoft one thou- 
f'lnd years , from the twelve tables to the 
reign of Juftinian, may be divided into three 
periods almoll equal in duration , and diftin- 
guilhed from each other by the mode of in- 
itriuflion and the character of the civilians ”. 

Pride and ignorance contributed, during the firft me Eiiip». 
period , to confine within narrow limits the • 
fcience of the Roman law. On the public days 3031—641. 
of market or alTembly , the mailers of the art 
•were feen walking in the forum, ready to impart 
the needful advice to the meanelt of their fellow- 
citizens, from whole votes, on a future occafion, 
they might folicit a grateful return. As their years 
and honours encreafed, they feated themfelves 
at home on a chair or throne, to expect with 
patient gravity the vifits of their clients, who 
at the dawn of day, from the town and country, 
began to thunder at their door. The duties of 
focial life, and the incidents of judicial proceed- 
ing, were the ordinary fubjccl of thefe confulra- 
tions, and the verbal or written opinion of the 
VoL. VIII. C 
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jurifconfulti was framed according to the rules of 
prudence and law. The youths of their own 
order and family were permitted to lifteiu their 
children enjoyed the benefit of more pnv'atc 
leffons, and the Alucian race was long renowned 
for the hereditary knowledge of the civil law. 
'I he fccond period, the learned and fplcndid age 
of jurifprudence , may be extended from the 
birth of Cicero to the reign of Severus Alexander. 
A fyftem was formed, fchools were inftituted, 
books ^vere comp'ofed , and both the living and 
the dead became fubfervient to the inftruedion of 
the ftudent. The tripartite of jLIius Pxtus, fur- 
named Catus , or the Cunning, was preferv’ed as 
the oldeil work of jurifprudence. Cato the cenfor 
derived fome additional fame from his legal Ru- 
dies, and thofe of his fon: tiie kindred appellation 
of Mucius Scievola was illuRrated by three fiiges 
of the law ; but the perfedtion of the fcience 
was aferibed to Servius Sulpicius their difciple, 
and the friend of Tully; and the long fucceflion, 
which fiione with equal luRre under the republic 
and under the Ciefars, is finally clofed by the 
refpedlable charaders of Papinian , of Paul , and 
of Ulpian. Their names, and the various title.s 
of their produdions, have been minutely pre- 
ferved , and the example of Labeo may fuggeft 
fome idea of their diligence and fecundity. That 
eminent lawyer of the AuguRaii age , divided 
the year between the city and country, between 
bufintfs and compofition ; and four hundrerl 
books are enumerated as the fruit of his retire- 
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ment. Of the colledlions of his rival Capito , the chap. 
two hundred and fifty-ninth book is exprefsJy xuv. 
quoted ; and few teachers could deliver their 
opinions in lefs than a century of volumes. In Thini perind, 
the third period , between the reigns of Alexan- ^ 

der and Juftinian, the oracles of jurifprudence 
were almoft mute. The mealure of curiofity had 
been filled : the throne was occupied by tyrants 
and Barbarians; the adivc fpirits •yvere diverted 
by religious difputes , and the profelTors of 
Rome , Conftantinople , and Berytus , were 
humbly content to repeat the IcITons of their 
more enlightened predecelTors. From the flow 
^ advances and rapid decay of thefe legal fludies, . 
it may be inferred, that they require a Hate of 
peace and refinement. From the multitude of 
voluminous civilians who fill the intermediate 
fpace , it is evident , that fuch fludies may be 
purfued, and fuch works may be performed, 
with a common lhare of judgment, experience, 
and induftry. The genius of Cicero and Virgil 
was more fenfibly felt , as each revolving age 
had been found incapable of producing a fimilar 
or a fecond : but the mofl eminent teachers of 
the law were alTured of leaving difciples equal 
or fuperior to thcmfelves in merit and reputa- 
tion. 

The jurifprudence which had been grofsly Their pWio. 
adapted to the wants of the firfl; Romans , was 
poliflied and improved in the feventh century of 
the city, by the alliance of Grecian philofophy. 

The Scxvolas had been taught by ule and cx- 
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CHAP, perience ; but Servius Sulpicius w'as the firfl 
XLIV. civilian who eftablifliecl his art on a certain and 

general theory For the difcernment of truth 
and falfehood , he applied , as an infallible rule , 
the logic of Ariftotle and the ftoics , reduced 
particular cafes to general principles , and diffufed 
ov'cr the fliapelefs mafs , the light of order and 
eloquence. Cicero, his contemporary and friend, 
declined the reputation of a profeffed lawyer; 
but the jurifprudence of his country was adorned 
by his incomparable genius, which converts into 
gold every objedl that it touches. After the 
example of Plato, he compofed a republic; 
and , for the ufe of his republic’ a treatife of 
laws ; in which he labours to deduce from a 
celeftial origin , the wifdom and juftice of the 
‘ Roman conftitution. The whole univerfe, ac- 
cording to his fublimc hypothefis , forms one 
immenfe commonwealth; gods and men, who 
participate of the fame effence , are members of 
the fame community; reafon preferibes the haw 
of nature and nations; and all pofitive inftitu- 
tions, howev’er modified by accident or cullom, 
are drawn from the rule of right , which the 
Deity has inferibed on every v'iituous mind. 
From thefe philofophical myfteries , he mildly 
excludes the fceptics who refufe to believe, and 
the epicureans who are unwilling to ad. The 
latter difdain the care of the republic ; he advifes 
them to number in their fliady gardens. But he 
humbly intreats that the new academy would be 
filent, fince her bold objedions would too fooii 
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deftroy the fair and well-ordered flrudlure of his c h a p. 
lofty fyftetn Plato, Ariftotle, and Zeno, he xliv. 
reprefents as the only teachers who arm and 
inftrudt a citizen for the duties of focial life. Of 
thefe , the armour of the ftoics “ was found to 
be of the firmeft temper; and it was chiefly 
worn, both for life and ornament, in the fchools 
of jurifprudence. From the portico, the Roman 
civilians learned to live, to reafon, and to die; 
but they imbibed in fome degree the prejudices 
of the fedt; the love of paradox, the pertinacious 
habits of difpute, and a minute attachment to 
words and verbal diftindlions. The fuperiority 
of form to matter, was introduced to afeertain 
the right of property; and the equality of crimes 
is countenanced by an opinion of Trebatius 
that he who touches the ear, touches the whole 
body; and that he who fteals from an heap of 
corn , or an hoglhead of wine , is guilty of the 
entire theft 

Arms , eloquence , rfhd the ftudy of the Autiioriiy,. 
civil law , promotcil a citizen to the honours 
of the Roman ftatc ; and the three profef- 
fions were fometimes more confpicuous by 
their union in the fame charader. In the com- 
pofition of the edid , a learned prxtor gave a 
fandion and preference to his private fentiments; . • 
the opinion of a cenfor, or a conful, was enter- 
tained with refped; and a doubtful interpretation ' 
of the laws might be fupported by the virtues 
or triumphs of the civilian. The patrician arts 
W'ere long proteded by the veil of myfterv'; and i 
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c H X i>. in more enlightened times , the freedom of 
XLiv. enquiry eftabliihed the general principles of jurif- 
prudence.' Subtle and intricate cafes -were elucidat- 
ed by the difputes of the forum: rules, axioms, 
and definitions ** , were admitted as the genuine 
didates of reafon ; and the confent of the legal 
profeffors' was interwoven into the praclic 
of the tribunals. But thefe interpreters could 
neither enad nor execute the laws of the republic; 
and the judges might difregard the authority of 
the Scxvolas themfelves , which was often over- 
thrown by the eloquence or fophiftry of an 
ingenious pleader *°. Auguflus and Tibciju> 
were the firft to adopt , as an ufeful engine , the 
fcience of the civilians; and their fervile labours 
accommodated the old fyllera to the fpirit and 
views of defpotifm. Under the fair pretence of 
fecuring the dignity of the art , the privilege of 
fubferibing legal and valid opinions was confined 
to the fages of fenatorian or equeftrian rank, who 
had been prcvioufly ajJproved by the judgment 
of the prince; and this monopoly prevailed, till 
Hadrian reftored the freedom of the profeflion to 
every citizen confeious of his abilities and know- 
ledge. The diferetion of the praetor was now 
governed by the leffons of his teachers ; the 
• judges were enjoined to obey the comment as 
well as the text of the law ; and the ufe of 
codicils was a memorable innovation , which 
Auguflus ratified by the advice of the civilians “. 

, Sets. The moft abfolute mandate could only require 
that the judges fhould agree with the civilians, if the 
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civilians agreed among themfelves. But pofitive 
inftitutions are often the refult of cuftom and 
prejudice ; laws and language are ambiguous and 
arbitrary ; where reafon is incapable ofpronouncing, 
the love of argument is inflamed by the envy of 
riv'als, the vanity of mailers, the blind attachment 
of their difciples; and the Roman jurifprudence 
was divided by the once famous feels of the 
Proculians and Sahinians Two fages of the law, 
Atcius Capito and Antillius Labeo , adorned 
the peace of the Auguflan age : the former dillin- 
guiflied by the feivour of his fovereign; the latter 
more illullrious by his contempt of that favour, and 
lus flern though harmlefs oppofltion to the tyrant 
of Rome. Iheir legal fludies were influenced 
by the various colours of their temper and prin- 
ciples. Labeo was attached to the form of the 
old republic; his rival embraced the more profit- 
able fubflance'of the rifing monarchy. But the 
difpofition of a courtier is tame and fubmifllve; 
and Capito feldom prefumed to deviate from the 
fentiments, or at lead from the words, of his 
predeceflbrs ; while the bold republican purfued 
his independent ideas without fear of paradox or 
innovations. The freedom of Labeo was enflav* 
cd, however, by the rigour of his own conclufi- 
ons, and he decided according to the letter of 
the law, the fame queftions which his indulgent 
competitor refolved with a latitude of equity 
more fuitable to the common fenfe and feelings of 
mankind. If a fair exchange had been fubflituted 
to the payment of money , Capito flill confidercd 

C 4 


CHAP. 
XT. IV. 


Digitized by Google 



24 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, the tranf;i(flion as a legal fale and he confulted 
XLIV- nature for the age of puberty, without confining 
his definition to the precife period of twelve or 
fourteen years This oppofition of fentiments 
was propagated in the writings and lefTons of the 
two founders ; the fchools of Capito and Labeo 
maintained their inveterate conflict from the age 
of Auguflus to that of Hadrian “ ; and the two 
fects derived their appellations from Sabinus and 
Proculius, their mofb celebrated teachers. The 
names of Cajfiam and Pcgajtans were likewife ap- 
plied to the fame parties; but, by aftrange revcrfe, 
the popular caul’e was in the hands of Pegafus 
a timid flave of Domitian , while the favourite 
of the Caefars was reprefented by Gallius “, who 
gloried in his defcent from the patriot affaflin. By 
the perpetual edict, the controverfies of the fedts 
were in a great meafure determined. For that 
important work , the emperor Hadrian preferred 
the chief of the Sabinians: the friends of mo- 
narchy prevailed ; but the moderation of Salvius 
Julian infcnfibly reconciled the vidlors and the 
vanquifhed. Like the contemporary philofophers , 
the lawyers of the age of the Antonines ^ifclaim- 
cd the authority of a mafler, and adopted from 
every fyflem the moft probable dodtrines But 
their writings would have been lefs voluminous, 
had their choice been more unanimous. The 
confcience of the judge was perplexed by the 
number and weight of difeordant teflimonies, and 
every fentence that his paflion or intereft might 
pronounce , was juftined by the fandlion of fome 
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venerable name. An induljrent edi<fl of the chap. 
younger Thcodofius excufed him from the labour xuv. 
of comparing and weighing their arguments. 

Fiv'e civilians, Cains, Papinian, Paul, Ulpian , 
and Modeftiiuis , were eftablilhed as the oracles 
of jurifprudence; a majority was decifive; but if 
their opinions were equally divided , a calling 
vote was afcribed to the fuperior wifdom of 
Papinian 

When Jullinian afcended the throne , the reform- 
ation of the Roman jurifprudence was an arduous man law by 
but indifpenfable talk. In the fpace of ten centuries , Juiiinia". 
the infinite variety of laws and legal opinions had 
filled many thoufand volumes , which no fortune 
could purchafe and no capacity could digell. Books 
could not eafily be found; and the judges , poor 
in the midll of riches , were reduced to the exercife 
of their illiterate difcretion. The fubjeds of the 
Greek provinces were ignorant of the language 
that difpofed of their lives and propeities; and 
the barbarous dialec ‘1 of the Latins was imperfedly - 
lludied in the academies of Bcrytus and Conllan- 
tinoplc. As an Illyrian foldier , that idiom was 
familiar to the infancy of.Iuftinian ; his youth had 
been inftrudlcd by the lelTons of jurifprudence , 
and his Imperial choice feledted the moll learned 
civilians of the Hall , to labour with their fovereign 
in the work of reformation^'. The theory of pro- 
felTors was alfilled by the pradlice of advocates 
and the experience of magillrates ; and the whole 
undertaking was animated by the fpirit ofTribo- 
nian”. This extraordinary man , the objod of fo Xribonian, 
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much praife and rcnfure, was a native of Side in 
Pamphylia; and his genius, like that of Bacon, 
embraced , as his own , all the bufinefs and 
knowledge of the age. Tribonian compofed , 
both in profe and verfe , on a ftrange diverfity 
of curious and abrtrufe fubjeds^’ : a double pane- 
gyric of Juftinian and the life of the philofopher 
1 heodotus ; the nature of happinefs and the duties 
of government; Homer’s catalogue and the four 
and twenty forts of metre; the altronomical canon 
of Ptolemy ; the changes of the months ; the houfes 
of the planets; and the harmonic fyftem of the 
world. To the literature of Greece he added the 
life of the Latin tongue; the Roman civilians were 
depofited in his library and in his mind; and he 
moft alliduoufly cultivated thofe arts which opened 
the road of wealth and preferment. From the bar 
of the prxtorian prxfeds , he raifed himfelf to the 
honours ofquxftor, of conful, and of mailer of 
the oflices : the council of Juftinian liftened to his 
eloquence and wifdom, and envy was mitigated 
by the gentlenefs and affability of his manners. 
The reproaches of impiety and avarice have ftained 
the virtues or the reputation of Tribonian. In a 
bigotted and perfecuting court, the principal 
minifter was accufed of a fecrct averfion to the 
Chriftian faith , and was fuppofed to entertain the 
fentiments of an Atheift and a Pagan , which 
have been imputed , inconfiftently enough , to 
the laft philofophers of Greece. His avarice was 
more clearly proved and more fenfibly felt. If 
he were fwayed by gifts in the adminiftration of 
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jiifti'ce , the example of Bacon will again occur; c s a P. 
nor can the merit of Tribonian atone for his xliv. 
bafenefs , if he degraded the I'andity of his pro- 
leflion ; and if laws were every day enadled , 
modified, or repealed, for the bale confidclation 
of his private emolument. In the fedition of 
Conflantinople , his removal was granted to the 
clamours, perhaps to the juft indignation, of the 
people : but the quxftor was fpeedily reftored , 
and, till the hour of his death, he poirdfed; 
above twenty years, the favour and confidence 
of the emperor. His pallive and dutiful fub- 
miflion has been honoured with the praife of 
Juffinian himfelf, whofc vanity was incapable of 
difeerning how often that fubmillion degenerat- 
ed into the groffeft adulation. Tribonian adorer! 
the virtues of his gracious mafter: the earth was 
unworthy of fuch a prince ; and he afferfted a 
pious fear , that Juftinian , like Elijah or Ro- 
mulus , would be fnatched into the ciir , and 
tranflated alive to the manfions of celeftial 
glory 

If Cafiir had atchieved the reformation of tlic The code of 
Roman law , his creative genius , enlightened by ’ 

refleiftion and ftudy, would have given to the February 13 -, 
world a pure and original fyftem of jurifpru- P* 
dence. Whatever flattery might fuggeft , the 
emperor of the Eaft was afraid to eftablilh his 
private judgment as the ftandard of equity : in 
the poftefiion of legiflative power, he borrowed 
the aid of time and opinion ; and his laborious 
compilations are guarded by the fages and Icgifla- 
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XLIV. 


tors of paft times. Inftead of a ftatue caft m a 
fimple mould by the hand of an artift, the works 
of JuRinian reprefent a teffelated pavement of 
antique and coRly , but too often of incoherent 
fragments. In the firR year of his re.gii he di- 
redled the faithful Tribonian, and nine learned 
affociates , to revife the ordinances of his prede- 
cefibrs, as they were contained, fmce the time 
of Hadrian , in the Gregorian , Hermogenian 
and Theodofian codes ; to purge the errors and 
contradidions, to retrench whatever was obfolete 
or fuperfluous , and to feled the wife and falutary 
laws beR adapted to the pradice of the tribunals 
and the ufe of his fubjeds. The work was 
accompliaed in fourteen months; and the twelve 
books or tables , which the new decemvirs pro- 
duced , might be defigned to imitate the labours 
of their Roman predeceffors. The new code of 
JuRinian was honoured with his name , and 
confirmed by his royal fignature : authentic tranf- 
cripts were multiplied by the pens of notaries and 
fcribes ; they were tranfmitted to the magiRrates 
of the European, the Afiatic , a.nd afterwards the 
African provinces : and the law of the empire 
was proclaimed on folemn feRivals at the doors 
The Pandeas of cliurches. A more arduous operation was Rill 
or uiEcft. behind; to extrad the fpirit of jurifprudcnce from 
the decifions and conjedures, the queRions and 
difputes of the Roman civilians. Seventeen lawyers , 
with Tribonian at their head , were appomted 
by the emperor to exercife an abfolute jurifdic- 
tion over the works of their predeceffors. If they 
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Fad obeyed his commands in ten years , Juftinian 
would have been fiitisfied with their diligence; 
and the rapid compofition of the DIGEST or 
PANDECTS ”, in three years, will deferve praife 
or cenfure, according to the merit of the execu- 
tion. From the library ofTribonian, they chofe 
forty, the mod eminent civilians of former ti- 
mes two thoufand treatifes were comprifed in 
an abridgment of fifty books ; and it has been 
carefully recorded , that three millions of lines 
or fentences ”, were reduced, in this abflrad, 
to the moderate number of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand. The edition of this great work was 
delayed a month after that of the institutes ; 
and it feemed reafonable that the elements fliould 
precede the digeft of the Roman law. As foon 
as the emperor had approved their labours , he 
ratified, by his legiflative power, the fpecula- 
tions of thefe private citizens : their commenta- 
ries, on the twelve tables, the perpetual edict, 
the laws of the people , and the decrees of 
the fenate , fucceeded to the authority of the 
text; and the text was abandoned , as an 
ufelefs , though venerable , relic of antiquity. 
The Code , the PandeBs , and the Injhtutes , 
were declared to be the legitimate fyflem of civil 
jurifprudence ; they alone were admitted in the 
tribunals, and they alone were taught in the 
academies of Rome, Conftantinople, and Bery- 
tus. Juftinian addreffed to the fenate and pro- 
vinces , his eternal oracles ^ and his pride, under 
the mafk of piety, aferibed the confummation of 
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thii gicat dci'ign to the fupport and infpiration of 
the Deity. 

Since tiie emperor declined the fame and envy 
of original compofition , we can only require at 
his hands, method , choice, and fidelity, the 
humble, tliough indifpenfable , virtues of a com- 
piler. Among the v'arious combinations of ideas, 
it is difficult to aflign any reafonable preference ; 
but as the order of Juftinian is different in his 
tliree works, it is poffible that all may be wrong; 
and it is certain that two cannot be right. In the- 
fcleclion of ancient laws, he feems to have viewed 
his predeceffors without jcaloufy , and with equal 
regard : the feries could not afeend above the 
reign of Hadrian , and the narrow diftimdion of 
Paganifm and Chriftianity , introduced by the 
fuperftition of Thcodofius , had been abolifiied 
by the confent of mankind. But the jurifprudence 
of the Paiidecls is circumfcribcd within a period 
of an hundred years , from the peipetual cdidl to 
the death of Severus Alexander: the civilian.s 
who lived under the firft Ctefars, are feldom per- 
mitted to fpcak , and only three names can be 
attributed to the age of the republic. The favour- 
ite of Juftinian (it has been fiercely urged) was 
fearful of encountering the light of freedom and 
the gravity of Roman fages. Tribonian condemn- 
ed to oblivion the genuine and native wifdonr 
of Cato , the Scaevolas , and Sulpicius ; while he 
invoked fpirits more congenial to his own , the 
Syrians, Greeks, and Africans, who flocked to 
the Imperial court to ftudy Latin as a foreign 
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tongue , and jurifprudence as a lucrative profef- 
fion. But the minifters of JuRinian were in- 
ftrudled to labour, not for the curiofity of anti- 
quarians , but for the immediate benefit of his fub- 
jcds. It was their duty to feled the ufeful and 
pradtical parts of the Roman law; and the writ- 
ings of the old republicans , liowever curious or 
excellent , were no longer fuited to the new fyf- 
tem of manners, religion, and government. Per- 
haps, if the preceptors and friends of Cicero were 
ftill alive, our candour would acknowledge, that, 
except in purity of language their intrinfec 
merit was excelled by the fchool ofPapinian and 
Ulpian. The fcience of the laws is the flow 
growth of time and experience , and the advan- 
tage both of method and materials , is naturally 
alfumed by the moft recent authors. The civi- 
lians of the reign of the Antonines had ftudicd 
the works of their predecefibrs : their philofophic 
fpirit had mitigated the rigour of antiquity, fim- 
plified the forms of proceeding , and emerged 
from the jealoufy and prejudice of the rival fedls. 
The choice of the authorities that compofe the 
Pandedls, depended on the judgment of Tribo- 
nian: but the power of his fovereign could not 
abfolve him from the facred obligations of truth 
and fidelity. As the legiflator of the empire , 
Juftinian might repeal the ads of the Antonines, 
or condemn , as feditious , the free principles , 
which were maintained by the laft of the Roman 
lawyers But the exiftence of paR fads is pla- 
ced beyond the reach of defpoyifm , and the em- 
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peror was guilty of fraud and forgery, when he 
corrupted the integrity of their text , inferibed 
with their venerable names the words and ideas 
of his fervile reign ” , and fiipprcfTed , by the 
hand of power, the pure and authentic copies of 
their fentiments. The changes and interpolations 
of Tribonian and his colleagues are excufed by 
the pretence of uniformity: but their cares have 
been infuiiicicnt , and tht antinomks , or contradic- 
tions of the Code and Pande<^ls, flill cxercife the 
patience and fubtlety of modern civilians 

A rumour dev'oid of evidence has been, propa- 
gated by the enemies of JufUnian; that the jurif- 
prudence of ancient Rome was reduced to aflies 
by the author of the Pandedts . from the vain 
perfuafion , that it was now either falfe or fuper- 
fluous. Without ufurping an office fo invidious, 
the emperor might fafely commit to ignorance 
and time the accomplifliment of this deftrudfive 
wifh. Before the invention of printing and pa- 
per , the labour and the materials of writing 
could be purthafed only by the rich; and it may 
reafonably be computed , that the price of books 
was an hundred fold their prefent value Co- 
pies were flowly multiplied and cautioufly re- 
newed : the hopes of profit tempted the facrile- 
gious feribes to eraze the characters of antiquity, 
and Sophocles or Tacitus were obliged to refign 
the parchment to miffals, homilies, and the gold- 
en legend If fuch was the late of the moll 
beautiful compofuions of genius, what liability 
could be expedted for the dull and barren works 

of 
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of an obfolete fcicnce ? The books of jurlfpru- 
dence were intcrefting to few , and entertaining to 
none : their value was connected with prefent 
ufe , and they funk for ever as foon as that ufe 
was fuperfeded by the innovations of fafliion, 
fuperior merit, or public authority. In the age 
of peace and learning , between Cicero and the 
lafl; of the Antonines, many Ioffes had been already 
fuftained, and fome luminaries of the fchool, or 
forum, were known only to the curious by tra- 
dition and report Three hundred and fixty years 
of diforder and decay accelerated the progrefs of 
oblivion; and it may fairly be prefumed, that of 
the writings , which Jultinian is accufed of ne- 
gledling, many were no longer to be found in 
the libraries of the Fall The copies of Papi- 
nian or Ulpian , which the reformer had proferi- 
bed , were deemed unworthy of future notice 5 
the tweh'e tables and prietorian edicd infenfibly 
Vanilbed , and the monuments of ancient Rome 
were negledled or deftroyed by the envy and 
ignorance of the Greeks. E\ en the Pandeds them- 
felves have efcaped with difficulty and danger 
from the common fhipwreck, and criticifm has 
pronounced, that ni/ the editions and manuLripts 
of the VV'^eft are derived from one original It 
was tranferibed at Conftantinople in the begin- 
ning of the feventh century was fuccelli' ely 
tranfported by the accidents of war and com- 
merce to Amalphi , Fifa and Florence 
and is now depofited as a facred relic " in the 
ancient palace of the republic 

VoL. Vlli, D 
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CHAP. ' It is the firrt: care of a reformer to prevent any 
xuv. future reformation. To maintain the text of the 

Pamlecls, the Inliitutcs, and the Code, the ufc' 
tiniku.* ' of cyphers and abbreviations was rigoroufly pro- 
feribed ; and as Juflinian recollected , that the 
perpetual edieft had been buried under the weight 
of commentators, he denounced the punifliment 
of forgery againft the radi civilians who fhoiiltl 
prefume to interpret or pervert the will of their 
fovereign. The fcholars of Accurfius , of Barto- 
lus, of Cujacius, fliould blufh for their accumu- 
lated guilt, unlcfs they dare to difpute his right 
of binding the authority of his fucceffors, and 
the native freedom of the mind. But the em- 
peror was un.able to fix his own inconftancy ; 
and, while he boafted of renewing the exchange 
of Diomede, of tranfmuting brafs into gold **, 
he difeovered the needhty of purifying his gold 
Second cdi. from the mixture of bafer alloy. Six years bad 
not elapfed from the publication of the Code, 

A I) S3!, before he condemned the imperfeef attempt^ by 
a new and more accurate edition of the fame 
work ; which he enriched with two hundred of 
his own laws, and fifty decifions of the darkefl 
and moft intricate points of jurifprudence. Every 
year, or , ‘according to Procopius, each day, of 
ills long reign, was marked by fome legal inno- 
‘vation. Many of his ads were refeinded by him- 
felf; many were rejeded by his fucceflbrs, many 
have been obliterated by time; but the number 
of fixteen EDICTS, and one hundred and fixty- 
The Novels, eight NOVELS has been admitted into the 


Digitized by Coogli 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 35 


authentic body of the civil jurifprudcnce. In chap. 
the opinion of a piiilofopher fiiperior to the pre- xuv. 

, jLidices of. his profcllion , thefe incc!I;int , and, A. n. 
for the moft part triiiinj, alterations, can be only 
explained by the venal fpirit of a prince, who 
fold without Ihame his judgments and his laws". 

The charge of the fccrct hiftorian is indeed ex- 
plicit and vehement; but the fcle infiance, which 
he produces, may be aferibed to the devotion as 
well as to the avarice of Juftinian. A wealthy 
bigot had bequeathed his inheritance to the church 
of Emefa; and its value was enh meed by the 
dexterity of an artifl, who fiibfonbed confeflions 
of debt and promifes of payment with the names 
of the. richcfl Syrians. They pleaded the ellab- 
Jiflied prefeription of thirty or . forty years-; but 
their defence was over - ruled by a retrofpcTflive • 
edidt, which extended the claims of the church 
to the term of a century; an edidl fo pregnane 
with iujuflice and diforder, that after ferving this 
occafional purpofe, it was prudently aboliflied ia 
the fame reign If candour will acquit the em- 
peror himfelf, and transfer the corruption to his 
wife and favourites , the fufpicion of fo foul a 
vice muft flill degrade the majelly of his laws; 
and the advocates of Juftinian may acknowledge, 
that fuch levity , whatfoever be the motive , is 
unworthy of a legiflator and a man. 

Monarchs fcldom condefeend to become the The Iufti. 
preceptors of their fubjetfts ; and fome praife is 
due to Juftinian, by whofe command an ample nov.h. * 
fyftem was reduced to a fliort a;id elementary 
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Chap.' 

XLIV. 


I. OF PER- 
SONS. 

Freemen and 
Oaves. 


treatife. Among the various inftitutes of the Ro- 
man law thofe of Caius ” were the moft po- 
pular in the Eaft and ^\'^e^;; and their nfe may- 
be confidered as an evidence of their merit. They 
were felecled by the Imperial delegates, Tribo- 
nian, Theophilu's, and Dorotheas: and the free- 
dom and purity of the Antonines was incrulled 
with the coarfer materials of a degenerate age. 
Tlie fame volume which introduced the youth 
of Rome^ Conftantinople, and Berytus, to the 
gradual ftudy of the Code and Pandedls , is ftill 
precious to the hiftorian, the philofopher, and 
the magillrate. The institutes of Juftinian are 
divided into four books; they proceed, with no 
contemptible method, from, I. Perfons , to, II. 
Things, and from things, to, III. Anions; and 
the article IV. of Private Wrongs , is terminated 
by the principles of Criminal Laro. 

I. The diftindlion of ranks and perfons , is the 
firmeft bafis of a mixed and limited government. 
In France, the remains of liberty are kept alive 
by the fpirit, the honours, and even the preju- 
dices, of fifty thoufand nobles Two hundred 
families fupply , in lineal defeent , the fecond 
branch of the Englifli legiflature , which main- 
tains, between the king and commons, the ba- 
lance of the conftitution. A gradation of patri- 
cians and plebeians, of ftrangers and fubjedls, 
has fupported the ariftocracy of Genoa, Venice, 
and ancient Rome. The perfed equality of men 
is the point in which the extremes 'of democracy 
and defpotifm are confounded; fince the majeftjr 
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X of tlie prince or people would be offended, if 
any heads were exalted above the level of their 
fellow -flaves or fellow -citizens. In the decline 
of the Roman empire, the proud diftindlions of 
the republic were gradually aboliflied , and the 
revifon or inftindl of Juflinlan completed the fimple 
form of an abfolute monarchy. The emperor 
could not eradicate the popular reverence which 
always waits on the polfeflion of hereditary wealth 
or the memory of famous anedtors. He delighted 
to honour with titles and emoluments, his gene- 
rals, magiftrates, and fenators; and his precarious 
indulgence communicated fome rays of their glory 
to the perfons of their wives and children. But 
in the eye of the law, all Roman citizens were 
equal, and all fubjeds of the empire were citizens 
of Rome. That incftimable charader was degrad- 
ed to an obfolete and empty name. The voice 
of a Roman could no longer enad his laws, or 
create the annual minifters of his power: his con- 
ffitutional rights might haye checked the arbitra- 
ry will of a mafter; and the bold adventurer 
from Germany or Arabia was admitted , with 
equal favour, to the civil and military command, 
which the citizen alone had been once entitled 
to affumc over the conquefts of his fathers. The 
lirft Caefars had fcrupuloufly guarded the diftinc- 
tion of iniftnuous, and fervile birth, which was 
decided by^the condition of the modier; and the 
candour of the laws was fatistied, if her freedom 
could be afeertained during a fingle • moment 
between the conception and the delivery. The 
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t H A p, Haves, who were liberated by a jrenerous mafler, 
xuv, immediately entered into the middle clafs of /i- 
hrroiti or freedmen : but they could never be 
enfranchifed from the duties of obedience and 
gratitude: whatever were the fruits of their in- 
cluftry, their patron and his family inherited the 
third part; or even the whole of their fortune, 
if they died without children and without a tef- 
tament. Juftinian rcfpcdled the rights of patrons 5 
but his indulgence removed the badge of difgrace 
from the two inferior orders of freedmen : whoever 
ceafed to be a fiav'e, obtained, without referve 
or delay , the Ration of a citizen ; and at length 
the dignity of an ingenuous birth, which nature 
had refufed, was created, or fuppofed, by the 
omnipotence of the emperor. Whatever reflraints 
of age, or forms, or numbers, had been formerly 
introduced to check the abufe of manuniiflions * 
and the too rapid encreafe of vile and indigent 
Romans, h.e finally abcliflied; and the fpirit of 
his laws promoted the extindion of domeftic 
fervitude. Yet the eaftern provinces were filled, 
in the time of Juftinian, with multitudes of flaves, 
either born or purchafed for the ufe of their 
mailers; and the price, from ten to feventy pieces 
of gold , was determined by their age , their 
flreneth, and their education But the hard- 
fhips of this dependent Rate were continually 
diminiflied by the influence of governrhei^t and re* 
hgion; and the pride of a fubjedt was no longer 
dated by his abfolute dominion over the life and 
happinefs of his bondftnan 
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The law of nature inftriicls moll animals to c A p. 
cKerifh and educate their infant progeny. The xmv. 
law of reafon^ inculcates to the human fpecics the and 
returns of filial piety. But the exclufive, abfolute, '' ^ 
and perpetual dominion of the father over his 
•children is peculiar to the Roman jurifpru- 
dence and feerns to be coeval with the found- 
ation of the city **’. The paternal power was 
inftituted or confirmed by Romulus himfelf; and 
after the practice of three centuries , it was in- 
feribed on the fourth table of the Decemvirs. In 
the forum, the fenate , or the camp, the adult 
fon of a Roman citizen enjoyed the public and 
private rights of a per/on ; in his father’s houfe, 
be was a mere thinj;/;- confounded by the laws 
with the moveables, the cattle, and the flaves, 
whom the c.apricious mafter might alienate or 
dcfl'roy, without being refponfible to any earthly 
tribunal. The hand which bellowed the daily 
fullenance might refume the voluntary gift, and 
whatever was acquired by the labour or fortune 
of the fon, was immediately lofl in the property 
of the father. His ftolen goods (his oxen or his 
children) might be recovered by the f.\me action 
of theft and if either had been guilty of a 
trefpafs, it was in his own option to compenfate 
the damage , or refign to the injured party the 
obnoxious animal. At the call of indigence or 
avarice, tlic mafter of a family could difpofe of 
his children or his flaves. But the. condition of 
the flave was far more advantageous , fince he 
regained by the firft manumillion his alienated 
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freedom : the Ton was ajjain reftored to his un- 
natural father, he might be condemned to 
fervitude a fecond and a third time, and it was 
not till after the third fale and deliverance 
that he was enfranchifed from 'the domeftic 
power, which had been fo repeatedly at'ufed. 
According to his diferetion , a father might 
chaftife the real or imaginary faults of his chil- 
dren, by ftripes, by imprifonment , by exile, 
by fending them to the country to work in 
chains among the meaneft of his fervants. The 
majefty of a parent was armed with the power 
of life and death and the examples of fuch 
bloody executions, which were fometimes praifed 
and never puniflied, may be traced in the annals 
of Rome , beyond the times of Pompey and 
Angudus. Neither age, nor rank, nor the con- 
fnlar office, nor the honours of a triumph, could 
exempt the moft illuflrious citizen from the 
bonds of filial fiibjedlion his own defeendants 
were included in the family of their common 
anccflor ; and the claims of adoption were not 
Icfs facred or Icfs rigorous than thofe of nature. 
Without fear , though not without danger of 
abufe , the Roman Icgifiators had repofed an 
unbounded confidence in the fentiments of pa- 
ternal love ; and the oppreffion was tempered 
by the alTurance , that each generation muft 
fucceed in its turn to the awful dignity of parent 
3nd mafter. 

The firfl limitation of paternal power is 
aferibed to the jullice and humanity of Nuraa; 
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and the. maid who, with his father’s confent, chap. 
had efpoufed a freeman, was proteded from the xnv. 
difgrace of becoming the \vife of a Have. In the 
find ages, when the city was preffed and often 
familhed by her Latin 'and Tuhan neighbours, 
the fale of children might be a frequent pradice ; 
but as a Roman could not legally purchafe the " - 
liberty of his fellow- citizen , the market mufl 
gradually fail, and the trade would be deflroyed 
by the conqiiefts of the republic. An imperfed 
right of property was at length communicated 
to fons ; and the threefold dirtindion of profeHi- 
tious, adventitious, and proftjfional, was afeertained 
by the jurifprudence of the Code and Pandeds 
Of allj^that proceeded from the father , he in>- 
parted only the ufe , and referved the abfolute 
dominion; yet if bis goods were fold, the filial 
portion was excepted, by a favourable interpre- 
tation, from the demands of the creditors. In 
whatever accrued by marriage, gift, or collateral 
fucceffion, the property was fecured.to the fon; 
but the father , unlefs he had been fpecially 
excluded , enjoyed the ufufrud during his life. 

As a juft and prudent reward of military virtue, 
the fpoils of the enemy, were acquired, polfelTed, 
and bequeathed by the foldier alone ; and the 
fair analogy was extended to the emoluments of 
any liberal profelTIon, the falary of public fervice, 
and the facred liberality of the emperor or the 
emprefs. The life of a citizen was Icfs expofed . 
than his fortune to the abufe of paternal power. 

Yet his life might be adverfe to the intereft or 
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C ‘n A p. pafiions of an unworthy father: the farne crime? 

XLIV. th;it flowed from the corruption , were more 
fcnfibly fdc by the humanity, of the Auguftaa 
age; and the cruel Erixo, who whipt his foil till 
he expired, was faved by the emperor from the 
juft fury of the multitude The Roman father, 

* from the licence of fervile dominion, was reduced 
to the gravity and moderation of a judge. Ijhe 
prefence and opinion of Auguftus confirmed the 
fentcnce of exile pronounced againft an intention- 
al parricide by the domeftic tribunal of Arius. , 
Hadrian tranfported to an ifland the jealous 
parent, who, like a robber, had feized the 
opportunity of hunting, to allallinate a youth , 
the ihccftuous lover of his ftep-mother A 
private jurifdiftion is repugnant to the fpirit of 
monarchy ; the parent was again reduced from a 
judge to an accufer; and the. magiftrates were 
enjoined by Sev’erus Alexander to hear his com- 
plaints. and execute his fentence. He could no 
longer take , the life of a fou without incurring 
the guilt and punifliment of murder; and the 
pains of parricide , from which he had been 
excepted by the Pompeian law , were finally 
inflidted by the juftice of Couftantine The 
farrie protedlion was . due to every period of 
exiftence ; and rcafon muft applaud the humanity 
of Paulus, for imputing the crime of murder to 
the father, who ftrangics, or ftarves, or abandons . 
his new-born infant; or expofes him in a pubiio 
place to find the mercy which he himfelf had 
denied. Bat the expofition of children was the 
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prevailing and (lubborn vice of antiquity: it was c n a p. 
fometimes prcfcnbed , often permitted , almoft xnv, 
always pradifed with impunity, by the nations 
who never entertained the Roman ideas of pa- 
ternal power ; and the dramatic poets who ap- 
peal to the human heart, reprefent with indif- 
ference a popular Cuflom which was palliated by 
the motives of ceconomy and compailjon If 
the father could fubdue his own feelings , he 
might cfcape, though not the ccnfur.e , at Icaft 
the chaftifement of the laws ; and the Roman 
empire was Rained with the blood of infants, till . 
fuch murders were included , by Valentinian and 
his colleagues, in the letter and fpirit of the Cor- 
nelian law. The leflbns of jurifprudence and 
chriftianity had been infufficient to eradicate this 
inhuman pradice , till their gentle influence was 
fortified by the terrors of capital punifiiment 

Experience has proved , that favages are the niisban* 
tyrants of the female fex,-and that the condition 
of women is ufually foftened by the refinements 
of focial 'life. In the hope of a robufl progeny,- 
Lyeurgus had delayed 'the feafon of marriage : it 
was fixed by Numa at the tender, age of twelve 
years, that the Roman hufljand might educate 
to his will a pure and obedient virgin Ac- The 'reiiRionr 
cording to the cuRom of antiquity, he bought 
bis bride of her parents, and Ihe fulfilled the 
coemption, by purchafing, with three pieces of 
copper , a jiiR introdudion to his houfe and 
Iioufehold deities. A facrifice of fruits was of- 
fered by tire pontriffs in the prcfcnce of ten ^vi^ 


Digitized by Google 


o 


0 II A 1>. 
^CLIV. 


Frcetlom of 


44 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

nefTes , the contrading parties were feated on the 
fame flieepfkin; they tailed a fait cake of far 
or rice; and this confarreation which denoted 
the ancient food of Italy, ferved as an emblem 
of their myllic union of mind and body. But 
this union on the fide of the woman was rigor- 
ous and unequal; and (he renounced the name 
and worfliip of her father’s houfe, to embrace a 
inew fcrvitude , decorated only by the title of 
adoption. A fidion of the law, neither rational 
nor elegant, bellowed on the mother of a fami- 
ly (her proper appellation) the llrange char- 
aders of fifler to her own children , and of 
daughter to her hulhand or mailer, who was 
invelled with the plenitude of paternal power. 
By his judgment or caprice her behaviour was 
approved , or cenfured , or chaflifed; he exercifed 
the jurifdidion of life and death; and it was allow- 
ed, that in the cafes of adultery or di unkennefs 
the fentcnce might be • properly < inllided. She 
acquired and inherited for the foie profit of her 
lord; and fo clearly was woman defined, not as 
a per fan , but as a thing , that, if the original title 
were deficient, flic might be claimed, like other 
moveables , by the ufe- and polfelVion of an entire 
year. The inclination of the Roman hufband 
difeharged or withheld the conjugal debt ,. fo 
fcrupuloufly exacled by the Athenian and Jewifli 
laws ; but , as polygamy was unknown , he 
could never admit to his bed a fairer or more 
favoured partner. 

After the Punic triumphs, the matrons of Rome 
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afpirfd to the common benefits of a free and chap.' 
opulent republic : 'their wilhes were gratified by xuw 
the indulgence of fathers and lovers, and their matrimo.- 
ambition was unfucCefsfully refilled by the gra- "*'** 
vity of Cato the Cenfor 'I hey declined the 
folemnities of the old nuptials , defeated the an- 
nual prefeription by an abfcnce of three days, 
and, without lofing- their name or independence, 
fubferibed the liberal and definite terms of a 
marriage -contract. Of their priv'ate fortunes, 
they communicated the ufe , and fecured the 
property : the ellates of a wife could neither be 
alienated nor mortgaged by a prodigal hulband; 
their mutual gifts were prohibited by the jea- 
loufy of the laws; and the mifeondud of either 
party might afford , under another name , a 
future fubjedl for an action of theft. To this 
loofe and voluntary compad, religious and civil 
rites were no longer clTential ; and, between 
perfons of a fimilar rank , the apparent commu- 
nity of life was allowed as fufficient evidence of 
their nuptials. The dignity of marriage was rellor- 
ed by the Chriflians, who derived all fpiritual grace 
from the prayers of the faithful and the bencdidlion 
of the priefl or bilhop. I he origin, validity, and 
duties of the holy inllitution , were regulated by 
the tradition of the fynagogue, the precepts of the 
gofpel , and the canons of general or provincial fy- 
nods and the confcience of the Chriftians was 
awed by the decrees and cenfures of their eC- 
clefiallical rulers. Yet the magillrates of Jufli- 
niaa were not fubjedl to the authority of the 
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church : the emperor confulted the unbelieving’ 
civilians of antiquity, and the choice of matri- 
monial laws in the Code and Pandeds, is dirccT;- 
ed by the earthly motives of jufticc, policy, and 
the natural freedom of both fexes 

Betides the agreement of the parties , the of- 
fence of every rational contract , the Roftian 
■marriage required the previous approbation of 
the parents. A father might be forced by fome 
recent laws to fupply the wants of a mature 
daughter; but even his. infariity was not generally 
allowed to fuperfede the neceffity of his confent. 
1 he caufes of the diffolution of matrimony have 
varied among the Romans but the molt 
folemn facrament, the confarreation itfelf, might 
always be done away by rites of as contrary 
tendency. In the firft ages, the father of a 
family might fell his children, and his wife was 
reckoned in the number of his children : the 
domeftic judge might pronounce the death of the 
offender; or his mercy might expel her from his 
bed and houfe; but the flavery of the wretch- 
ed fem’de was hopelefs and perpetual, unlefs he 
alferted for his own convenience the manly 
prerogative of divorce. Tire warmeft applaufc 
has been laviflied on the virtue of the Romans, 
who .abllained from the exercife of this tempting 
privilege above five hundred years”’: but the 
fame fad e\dnces the unequal terms of a connec- 
ti’ou in which the flave was unable to renounce 
her tyrant, and the tyrant was unwilling to re- 
linquifh his flave. When . the Romaa matrons 
became the equal and voluntary companions of 


Digitized by Google 



# 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 4Z 

tlieir lords, a new jurifprudencc was introduced, 
that marriage, like other partucrfliips ,• might be 
dilfolved by the abdication of one of the af- 
fociates. In three centuries of profperity and 
corruption , this principle was enlarged to fre- 
quent practice and pernicious abufe. PafTion , 
intereft, or caprice, luggelled daily motives for 
the dilTolution of marriage; a word, a fign , a 
melTage, a letter, the mandate of a freedman, 
declared the reparation; the moft tender of 
human connedions was degraded to a tranfient 
fociety of profit or pleafure. According to the 
various conditions of life , both fexes alternately 
felt the difgrace and iniury: an inconftant 

fpoufe transferred her wealth to a new family, 
abandoning a numerous, perhaps a fpurious^ 
progeny to the paternal authority and care of 
her late hufband ; a beautiful virgin might be 
difmified to the world, old, indigent, and 
friendlefs; but the reludance of tlie Romans, 
when they were preffed to marriage by Au- 
gufius, futficiently marks, that the prevailing 
inftitutions were leaft favourable to the males. A 
fpccious theory is confuted by this free and per- 
fed experiment, which demonftrates, that the 
liberty of divorce docs not contribute to hap- 
pinefs and virtue. The facility of feparation 
would deftroy all mutual confidence, and in- 
flame every trifling difpute: the minute difference 
between an hufl)and and a ftranger , which 
might, fo eafily be removed, might ftill more 
eafily be forgotten; and the matron, who in 
five years can fubmit to the embraces of eight 
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liufbanfls, mufl ceafe to reverence the chaftity of' 
ht-i; own pcrlon ”'. 

Infufticient remedies followed with diftant and 
tardy fteps the rapid progrefs of the evil. The 
ancient worfliip of the Romans afforded a pecu- 
liar goddefs to hear and reconcile the complaints 
of a married life; but her epithet of Viriplacu'^\ 
the appeafer of hufliands, too clearly indicates 
on which fide fujbmillion and repentance were al- 
ways exped.ed. Every adl of a citizen was fub- 
jedt to the judgment of the anfors-, the firft who 
ufed the privilege of divorce afligned , at their 
command, the motives of his condudl*”; and a 
fenator was expelled for difmilTing his virgin fpoufc 
without the knowledge or advice of his friends. 
M'^henever an adlion was inftituted for the reco- 
very of a marriage - portion , the prator , as the 
guardian of equity, examined the caufe and the 
charadlers, and gently inclined the fcafe in favour 
of the guiklefs and injured party. Auguftus, who 
united the powers of both magiffrates, adopted 
their different modes of reprefling or chafUfing 
the licence of divorce '1 he prefence of feven 
Roman witneffes was required for the validity of 
this foleran and deliberate act; if any adequate 
provocation had been given by the huffiand, in- 
ilead of the delay of two years , he was compelled 
to refund immediatelv , or in the fpace of fix 
months; but if he could, arraign the manners of 
his wife, her guilt or levity was expiated by the 
lofs of the fixth or eighth part of her marriage- 
portion, The Chriflian princes were the firft who 

fpecihed , 
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fpecified the juft caufes of a private divorce ; their 
inftitutions, from Conftantine to Juftinian, appear 
to fludluate between the cuftom of the empire 
and the wiflies of the church and the author 
of the Novels too frequently reforms the jurifpru- 
dence of the Code and Pandedls. In the moft 
rigorous law;> , a wife was condemned to fupport 
a gamefter, a drunkard , or a libertine, unlefshe 
were guilty of homicide , poifon , or facrilege, in 
which cafes the marriage, as it fliouldfeem, might 
have been dilfolved by the hand of the execution- 
er. But the facred right of the hufband was in- 
variably maintained, to deliver his name and family 
from the difgrace of adultery: the" lift of mortal 
fins, either male or female, was curtailed and enlarg- 
ed by fucceflive regulations , and the obftacles 
of incurable impotence, long abfence, and mo- 
naftic profeffion , were allowed to refeind the ma- 
trimonial obligation. Whoever tranfgreffed the 
permiffion of the law, was fubjecl to various and 
heavy penalties. The woman was ftript of her 
wealth and ornaments, without excepting the bod- 
kin- of her hair : if the man introduced a new 
bride into his bed, AeV fortune might be lawfully 
feized by the vengeance of his ^exiled wife. For- 
feiture was fometimes commuted to a fine ; the 
fine was fometimes aggravated by tranfportation 
to an ifland,' or imprifonment in a monaftery : 
the injured party was rcleafed from the bonds of 
marriage; but the offender, during life or a term 
of years, was difabled from the repetition of nup- 
tials. The fuccefTor of Juftinian yielded to the 
VoL. VIII. E 
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prayers of his unhappy fubjedls , and reftored the 
liberty of divorce by mutual confent : the civi- 
lians were unanimous the theologians were 
divided and the ambiguous word , which con- 
tains the precept of Chrift is flexible to any inter- ' 
pretation that the wifdom of a legiflator can 
demand. 

The freedom of love and marriage was reftrain- 
cd among the Romans by natural and civil im- 
pediments. An inftintil , almofl: innate and uni- 
verfal, appears to prohibit the incelluous com- 
merce of parents and children in the infinite 
feries of afeending and defeending generations. 
Concerning the oblique and collateral branches , 
nature is indifferent, reafon mute, andcuftom va- 
rious and arbitrary. In Egypt, the marriage of 
brothers and fillers was admitted without fcrupic 
or exception : a Spartan n:\ight efpoufe the daughter 
of his father, an Athenian, that of his mother; 
and the nuptials of an uncle with his niece were 
applauded at Athens as an happy union of the 
dcareft relations. The profane lawgivers of Rome 
were never tempted by intcrcll or.fuperllition to 
multiply the forbidden degrees : but they inflexibly 
condemned the marriage of fillers and brothers , 
hefitated whether firftcoufins Ihould be touched by 
the fame in|:erdid ; revered the parental charader 
of aunts and uncles , and treated affinity and 
adoption as a jull imitation of the ties of blood. 
According to the proud maxims of the republic, 
a legal marriage could only be contraded by free 
citizens; anhonourable, at leall an ingenious birth^ 
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•was required for the fpoufe ofafenator: but the 
blood of kings could never mingle in legitimate 
nuptials with the blood of a Rotnan ; and the 
name of Stranger degraded Cleopatra -and Bere- 
nice to live the concubines of Mark Antony 
and Titus This appellation, indeed fo inju- 
rious to the majefty, cannot without indulgence 
be applied to the manners , of thefe Oriental 
queens. A concubine, in the ftri<ft fenfe of the 
civilians, was a woman of fervile or plebeian 
extracflion, the foie and faithful companion of a 
Roman citizen , who continued in a ftate of celi- 
bacy. Her modeft ftation below the honours of 
a wife , above the infamy of a proftitute , was 
acknowledged and approved by the laws: from 
the age of Auguflus to the tenth century, the 
tife of this fecondary marriage prevailed both ia 
the Well and Haft, and the humble virtues of a 
concubine were often preferred to the poi^ip and 
infolence of a noble matron. In this connedion, 
the two Antonines, the bell; of princes and of 
men, enjoyed the comforts of domeftic love: 
the example was imitated by many citizens im- 
patient of celibacy, but regardful of their families. 
If at any time they defired to legitimate their na- 
tural children, the cOnverfion was inflantly per- 
formed by the celebration of their nuptials with 
a partner whofe fruitfulnefs .and fidelity they had 
already tried. By this epithet of natural, the o£f- 
fpring of the concubine were diftin;ffuilhed from 
,the fpurious brood of adultery, prortitution, and 
incell, to •whom Juflinian reluctantly grants the 
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neceffarv aliments oflife ; and tliefe natural children 
alone were capable of fucceediiig to a fixth part 
of the inheritance of their reputed father. Accord- 
ing to the rigour of law, ballards were entitled 
only to the name and condition of their mother, 
from whom they might derive the charadler of a 
flave, a flranger, or a citizen. The outcafts of 
every family were adopted without reproach as 
the children of the ftate 

The relation of guardian and ward , or in Ro- 
man words of tutor and pupil, which covers fo 
many titles of the InfUtutes and Pandcds is 
of a very (imple and uniform nature. The per- 
fon and property of an orphan mud always be 
trufted to the cudody of fome difcrect friend. If 
the deceafed father had not fmniiicd his choice 
the acjnats ^ or paternal kindred of the neai'eft 
degree , were compelled to act as the natural 
guardians : the Athenians were apprchendve of 
cxpofing the infant to the power of thofe mod 
intercded in his death; but an axiom of Roman 
jurifpriidence has pronounced, that the charge 
of tutelage fliould condantly attend the emolu- 
ment of fuccedion. If the choice of the father, 
and the line of confanguinity, afforded no efficient 
guardian , the failure was feipplied by the nomi- 
nation of the prictor of the' city, or the prefident 
of the province. But the perfon whom they 
named to this public office might be legally ex- 
cufed by infanity or blindnefs, by ignorance or 
inability, by previous 'enmity or adverfe intered, 
by the number of childien or guardianfliips with 
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which he was already burthened ,* and by the 
immunities which were granted to the ufeful 
labours of magiftrates, lawyers, phyficians, and 
profefTors. Till the infant could fpeak and think, 
he was reprefented by the tutor, whofe authority 
was finally determined by the age of puberty. 
Without his confent, no ad of the pupil could 
bind himfelf to his own prejudice , though it 
might oblige others for his perfonal benefit. It 
is needlefs'to obferve, that the tutor often gave 
fecurity, and always rendered an account, and 
that the want of diligence or integrity expofed 
him to a civ’il and almoft criminal adion for the 
violation of his facred truft. The age of puberty- 
had beeh raflily fixed by the civilians at fourteen; 
but as the faculties of the mind ripen more flowly 
than thofe of the body, a curator was interpofed 
to guard the fortunes of a Roman youth from 
his own inexperience and headftrong paflipns. 
Such a truffee had been firft inflitutcd by the 
praetor, to fave a family from the blind liavock 
of a prodigal or madman; and the minor was 
compelled by the laws, to fohcit the fame pro- 
tedion , to give validity to his ads till he ac- 
complifhed the full period of twenty -fiv-e years. 
Women were condemned to the perpetual tutel- 
age of parents, huftjands, or guardians; a fe-x 
created to pleafe and obey was ne\ er fuppofed 
to have attained the age of reafon and experience. 
Such at lead was the fterh and haughty fpirit of 
the ancient law, which .had been infenfibly mol- 
lified before the time of Juftinian. 
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II. The original right of property can only 
Ije juftified by the accident or merit of prior 
occupancy; and on this foundation it is wifely 
eftablifhed by the philofophy of the civilians 
The favage who hollows a tree, inferts a lharp 
ftone into a wooden handle , or applies a firing 
to an elaftjc branch , becomes in a Rate of nature 
the juft proprietor of the canoe , the bow , or 
the hatchet. The materials were common to 
all, the new form, the produce of his time and 
fimple induftry, belongs folely to himfelf. His 
hungry brethren cannot, without a fenfe of their 
own injufticc, extort from the hunter the game 
of the foreft overtaken or flain by his perfonal 
ftrength and dexterity. , If his provident care pre- 
ferves and multiplies the tame animals , whofe 
nature is tradlable to the arts of education , he 
acquires a perpetual title to the ufe and fervice 
of' their numerous progeny, which derives its 
exiftence from him alone. If he iuclofes and cul- 
tivates a field for their fuftenance and his own , 
a barren wafte is converted into a fertile foil ; 
the feed, the manure, the labour, create a new 
value , and the rewards of harveft are painfully 
earned by the fatigues of the revolving year. In the 
fucceflive ftates of fociety, the hunter, the fhepherd, 
the hufbandman , may defend tlreir poffeflions by 
two reafons which forcibly appeal to the feelings 
of the human mind: that whatever they enjoy is 
the fruit of their own induftry; and, that every 
man who envies their felicity , may purchafe 
fiinil^' accjuifiijons by the excrcife of fimila? 
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diligence. Such , in truth , may be the freedom 
and plenty of a fmall colony caft on a fruitful 
ifland. But the colony multiplies , while the 
* fpace ftill continues the fame: the common rights, 
the equal inheritance of mankind, are engroffed 
by the bold and crafty; each field and foreft is 
circumferibed by the land-marks of a jealous 
mafter; and it is the peculiar praife of the Ro- 
man jurifprudence , that it alferts the claim of the 
firft occupant to the wild animals of the earth , 
the air, and the waters. In the progrefs from 
primitive equity to final injullice, the fteps are 
lilent, the (hades are almoft imperceptible, and 
the abfolutc monopoly is guarded by pofitive 
laws and artificial reafon. The active infiitiate prin- 
ciple of felf-love can alone fupply the arts of life 
and the wages of induftry ; and as foon as civil 
government and exclufive property hav^e been in- 
troduced, they become necelTary to the exiftence of 
the human race. Except in the fingular inftitutions 
of Sparta , the wifefl legiflators have difapproved 
an agrarian law as a falfe and dangerous innova- 
tion. Among the Romans , the enormous difpro- 
portion of wealth furmounted the ideal rellraints 
of a doubtful tradition and an obfolete ftatute; 
a tradition that the pooreft follower of Romulus 
had been endowed with the perpetual inheritance 
of two Jugera a ftatute which confined the 
richeft citizen to the m#;afure of five hundred 
jugera, or three hundred and twelve acres of 
land. The original territory of Rome confifted 
only of fome miles of wood and meadoV along 
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CHAP, the banks of the Tyber; and domeftic exchange 
XUV. could add nothing to the national (lock. But 
the goods of an alien or enemy were lawfully 
expofed to the firft hoflile occupier; the city 
was enriched by the profitable trade of war; and 
the blood of her fons was the only price that 
was paid for the Volfcian flieep , the -flaves of 
Britain, oi^ the gems and gold of Afiatic king- 
doms. In the language of ancient jurifprudence, 
which was corrupted and forgotten before the 
age of JufUnian, thefe fpoils were diftinguifhed 
by the name of manceps or mandpiwn , taken with 
the hand ; and whenever they were fold or eman- 
eipated, the purchafer required fome alTurance that 
they liad been the property of an enemy, and 
not of a fellow-citizen A citizen could only 
forfeit his rights by apparent derelidlion , and 
fuch dereliction of a valuable intereft could not 
eafily be prefumed. Yet according to' the twelve 
tables, a prefeription of one year for moveables, 

' ■ and of two years for immoveables , abolilhed 

the claim 'of the ancient mafter,. if the adlual 
poOTefTor had acquired them by a fair tranf- 
-action from the perfon whom he believed to be 
the lawful proprietor Such confeientious in- 
juftice, without any mixture of fraud or force, 
couW feldom injure the members of a fmall re. 
public; but 'the various periods of three, of ten, 

, or of twenty years, determined by Juftinian, are 

. more fuitable to the latitude of a great empire. 
It is 'only in the term of prefeription that the 
diftindlion of real and perfonal fortune has been 
remarked by the civilians , and their general idea 
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of property is that of fimple , uniform, and ab- chap. 
folute dominion. The fubordinate exceptions of xliv. 
ufe, of uJufruH of fcrvitudcs impofed for 
the benefit of a neighbour on lands and houfes, 
arc abundantly explained by the profelfors of 
jurifprudence. The claims of property, as far 
as they are altered by the mixture , the divifion , or ' 
the transformation of fubftances , are inv'eftigated 
•with metaphyfical fubtlety by the fame civilians. 

The perfonal title of the fiift proprietor muft 
be determined by his death: biit the polTellion , of iahtrit- 
without any appearance of change , is peaceably 
continued in his children, the alTociatas of his 
toil and the partners of his wealth. This natural 
inheritance has been protedled by the Icgiflato'rs 
of every climate and age , and the father is en- 
couraged to perfevere in flow and diftant im- 
provements, by the tender hope, that alongpof- 
terity will enjoy -the fruits of his labour. The ^ 
principle of hereditary fucccllion is univerfal , but 
the order has been varioufly eftablilhed by con- 
venience or caprice , by the fpirit of national infti- 
tutions , or by fome partial example , which was 
originally decided by fraud or violence. The jurif- , 
prudence of the Romans appears to have deviated 
from the equality of nature, much lefs than the 
Jewifli , the Athenian , or the Engliflt inflitu- 

tions On the death of a citizen, all hisdefeend- 

ants, unlcfs they were already freed from his pater- 
nal power, were called to the inheritance of his pof- 
felfions. The infolent prerogative of primogeniture 
•was unknown : the two fexes were placed oii ajuft 
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Ie\"el ; all the fons and daughters were entitled to. art 
equal portion of the patrimonial eftate; and if any 
of the fons had been intercepted by a premature 
death, his perfon was reprefented , and his fhare was 
divided , by his furviving children. On the failure 
of the direct line , the right of fucceffion mufl: di- 
verge to the collateral branches. The degrees of kin- 
dred are numbered by the civilians , afcending 
from the laft poffenbr to a common parent , and 
defeending from the common parent to the next 
heir : my father ftands in the firft degree , my 
brother in the fecond, his children in the third, 
and the remainder df the feries may be conceived, 
by fancy, or pidlurcd in a genealogical table. In 
this computatibn , a diftindlion was made , effen- 
tial to the laws :aid even the conftitution of Rome ; 
the agnats , or perfons conneded by a line of 
males , were called , as they flood in the ncareft 
degree, to an equal partition; but a female was 
incapable of tranfmitting any legal claims; and the 
coynafj of every rank, without excepting the dear 
relation of a mother and a fon, were difmherited by 
the twelve tables , as ftrangers and aliens. Among 
the Romans , a gens or lineage was uni ted by a com- 
mon name and domeftic rites ; the various cognomens 
or furnames ofScipio, or Marcellus , diftinguifhed 
from each other the fubordinate branches of fa- 
milies of the Cornelian or Claudian race: the de- 
fault of the> agnats , of the fame furname , was 
fupplied by the larger denomination of gentiles f 
and the vigilance of the Jaws maintained, in 
the Lime name, the perpetual defeent of religion 


Digitized by Goo^l 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 59 


and property. A fimllar principle didlated the chap. 
Voconian law , which abolilhed the right XLiv. 
of female inheritance. As long as virgins w^ere 
given or fold in marriage, the adoption of the 
wife extinguiflied the hopes of the daughter. 

But the equal fucceflion of independent matrons , 
fupported their pride and luxury , and might 
tranfport into a foreign houfc the riches of their 
fathers. While the maxims of Cato were 
revered, they tended to perpetuate in each family 
a juft and virtuous mediocrity : till female blan- 
clilhments infenfibly triumphed; and every falutary ' 
reftraint was loft in the diftblute greatncfs of the 
republic. The rigour of the decemvirs was tem- 
pered by the equity of the praetors. Their edidls 
. reftored emancipated and pofthumous children 
to the rights of nature ; and upon the failure of 
the agnati , they preferred the blood of the cognats 
to the name of the gentiles, whofe title and 
charadler were infenfibly covered with oblivion. / 
The reciprocal inheritance of mothers and fons 
was eftablifhed in the Tertullian and Orphitian 
decrees by the humanity of the fenate. A new 
and more impartial order was introduced by the 
novels of Juftinian , who affeded to revive the 
jurifprudence of the twelve tables. The lines of 
mafculine and female kindred were confounded : 
the defeending, afeending, and collateral feries, 
was accurately defined; and each degree, according 
to the proximity of blood and affedion, fucceeded 
to the vacant polfeflions of a Roman citizen ***. ' 

The order of fucceOign is regulated by nature, UtroduQJon 
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CHAP, or at leaft by the general and ^permanent rcafon 
xtiv. of the lawgiver : but this order is frequently 
and liberiy of yjoj^ted by the arbitrary and partial -rvUls which 
prolong the dominion of the teftator beyond the 
grave In the fimple ftate of fociety, this laft 
ufe or abufe of the right of property is feld.un 
indulged : it was introduced at Athens by the 
laws of Solon ; and the private teftaments of the 
father of a family are authorifed by the twelve 
' tables. Before the time of the decemvirs a- 

^ Roman citizen expofed his wifhes and motives 
to the alTembly of the thirty curiie or parilhes , 
and the general law of inheritance was fufpended 
by an occafional ad of the legiflature. After the 
permiflion of the decemvirs, each private law- 
giver promulgated his verbal or written tella- 
ment in the prefence of five citizens , who reprefent- 
ed the five clafles of the Roman people; a fixth 
witnefs attefted their concurrence ; a feventh 
' weighed the copper money, which was paid by 
an imaginary purchafer ; and the eftate was 
emancipated by a fiditious fale and immediate 
releafe. This fingular ceremony which excited 
the wpnder of the Greeks , was ftill pradifed 
in the age of Severus ; but the praetors had 
already approved a more fimple teftament, for 
which they required the feals and fignatures of 
' ' feven witneffes , free from all legal exception , 

and purpofely fummoned for the execution 
of that important ad. A domeftic monarch , wbo 
^ -reigned over the lives and fortunes of his children, 
' might diftribute their refpedive fhares according 
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to the degrees of their merit or his affedlion : his chap. 
arbitrary difpleafure chaftifed an unworthy fon by XLiv. 
the lofs of his inheritance and the mortifying 
preference of a ftranger. But the experience of 
unnatural parents recommended fome limitations 
of their teflamentary powers. A fon, or, by 
the laws of Juftinian , even a daughter, could no 
longer be difinherited by their filence : they were 
compelled to name the criminal , and to fpecify 
the offence; and the juftice of the emperor enu-, 
meraled the foie caufes that could juftify fuch a 
violation of the firft principles of nature and 
fociety Unlefs a legitimate portion, a fourth 
part , had been referved for the children , they ' 
were entitled to inftitute an adion or complaint 
of inojpcioiis teffament; to fuppofe that their fa- 
ther’s underftanding was impaired by ficknefs or 
age, and refpedfully to appeal from his rigorous 
fcntence to the deliberate wifdom of the magif- 
trate. In the Roman jurifprudence , an elfential ttgacies. 
diftindion was admitted between the inheritance 
and the legacies. The heirs who fucceeded to , 
the entire unity , or to any of the twelve fradions i 
of the fubftance of the tcftator, reprefented his 
civil and religious charader, afferted his rights, 
fulfilled his obligations, and difch.irged the gifts 
of friendfliip or liberality which his laft will had 
bequeathed under the name of legacies. Hut as 
the imprudence or prodigality of a dying man 
might exhaufl the inheritance, and leave only 
ri(k and labour to his fucceffbr, he was empow- 
ered to retain the Falcidian portion; todedud, 


Digitized by Google 


6% THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 

XLIV. 


Coilicilt and 
ituflt. 


before the payment of the legacies , a clear, 
fourth for his own emolument. A reafonable 
time was allowed to examine the proportion 
between the debts, and the eflate , to decide 
whether he fhould accept or refufe the teflament; 
and if he ufed the benefit of an inventory, the 
demands of the creditors could not exceed the 
valuation Of the effeds. The laft will of a 
citizen might be altered during his life or re- 
fcinded after his death : the perfons whom he 
named might die before him, or rejed the .inhe- 
ritance , or be expofed to feme legal difqualifica- 
tion. In the contemplation of thefe events , he 
was permitted to fubftitute fecond and third 
heirs , to replace each other according to the 
order of the teflament ; and the incapacity of a 
madman or an infant to bequeath his property , 
might be fupplied' by a fimilar fubftitution *’*. 
But the power of the teflator expired with the 
acceptance of the teflament : each Roman of 
mature age and difcrction acquired the abfolute 
dominion of his inheritance, and the fimplicity 
of the civil law was nev'er clouded by the long 
and intricate entails which confine the happinefs 
and freedom of unborn generations. 

Conquefl and the formalities of law eflablifhcd 
the ufe of codicils. If a Roman was furprifed by 
death in a remote province of the empire, he 
addreffed a fliort epiftle to his legitimate or tefla- 
mentary heir ; who fulfilled with honour , or 
rJ'gleded with impunity , this laft requefl, which 
the judges before tlie age of Auguflus were not 
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^uthorifed to enforce. A codicil miglit be ex- 
prefTed in any mode, or in any language; but 
the fubfcription of five -witneffes muft declare 
that it was the genuine compofition of the author. 
His intention, however laudable, was fometimes 
illegal; and the invention of fidei - commijja ^ or 
trufts, arofe from the ftruggle between natural 
juftice and pofitive jurifprudence. A ftranger of 
Greece or Africa might be the friend or bene- 
fadlor of a childlcfs Roman , but none , except a 
fellow - citizen , could adl as his heir. The Voco- 
nian law , ' which aboliflied female fucceffion , 
reftrained the legacy or inheritance of a woman 
to the fum of one hundred thoufand feflerces 
and an only daughter was condemned almoft as 
an alien in her father’s houfe. The zeal of 
friend (hip , and parental affedlion , fuggefted a 
liberal artifice : a qualified citizen was named in 
the teftament , with a prayer or injundion that 
he would reftorc the inheritance to the perfon 
for whom it was truly intended. Various was 
the condud of the truftees in this painful 
fituation : they had fworn to obferve the laws 
of their country, but honour prompted them to 
violate their oath : and if they preferred their 
intereft under the mafle^ of patriotifm , they for- 
feited the efteem of <;very virtuous mind. The 
declaration of Auguftus relieved their doubts , 
gave a legal fandion to confidential teftaments 
and codicils , and gently unravelled the forms 
and reftraints of the republican jurifprudence 
But as the new prailice of trufts degenerated 
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into fome abufe , the triiftce was enabled, by 
the Trebellian and Pegafian decrees , to referve 
one fourth of the eftate, or to transfer on the 
head of the real heir all the debts and adlions 
of the fuccedion. The interpretation of tefta- 
ments was ftricl and literal ; but the language of 
trujis and codicils was delivered from the minute 
and technical accuracy of the civilians "h 
HI. The general duties of mankind are impofeci 
by their public and private relations: but their 
fpecific obligations to each other can only be the 
effed of, T. a promife, 2. a benefit, or 3. an in- 
jury : and when thefe obligations are ratified by 
law , the intercflcd party may compel the per- 
formance by a judicial acUon. On this principle, 
the civilians of every country have erected a 
fimilar jurifprudence, the fair conclufion of yni- 
verfal reafon and juftice 

71 . The goddefs oi faith (of human and focial 
faith ) was worfliippcd , not only in her tem- 
ples, but in the lives of the Romans; and if 
that nation was deficient in the more ami.able 
qualities of benevolence and gencrofity , they 
aftoniflied the Greeks by their fincere and fim- 
ple performance of the molt burtheufome en- 
gagements Yet among the fame people, ac- 
cording to the rigid maxims of the patricians 
and decemvirs, a naked paH , a promife, or even 
an oath , did not create any civil obligation , 
unlefs it was confirmed by the legal form of a 
Jiiptilation. Whatever might be the etymology 
of the Latin word , it conveyed the idea of a 
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frm and irrevocable contrart , wbicli was always 
cxpreflcd in the mode of a quelfion and anfwer. 
Do you promife to pay me one hundred piece.s 
of gold ? was the folemn interrogation of Seius. 
I do promife — was the reply of Sempronius. 
I'he friends of Sempronius , who anfwered for 
his ability and inclination , might be feparately 
filed at the option of Seius; and the benefit of 
partition, or order of reciprocal aclions, infen* 
fibly deviated from the ftricl theory of ftipula- 
tion. The naoft cautious and deliberate confent 
was juUly required to fulfain the validity of a 
gratuitous promife; and the citizen who might 
have obtained a legal fecurity , incurred the fuf- 
picion of fraud , and paid the forfeit of his 
iicglc(!t. But the ingenuity of the civilians fuc- 
cefsfully laboured to convert fimplc engagements 
into the form of folemn ftipulatiofis. The pric- 
tors , as the guardians of focial faith , admitted 
every rational evidence of a voluntary and deli- 
berate a(ff, which in their tribunal produced an 
equitable obligation , and for which they gave 
an adion and. a remedy 

2. The obligations of the fecond clafs , as they 
were contraded by the delivery of a thing, are 
marked by the civilians with the epithet of real 
A grateful return is due to the author of a bene- 
fit; and whoever is entrufted with the property 
of another, has bound himfelf to thefacred duty 
of reftitution. In the cafe of a friendly loan , the 
merit of generofity is on the fide of the lender 
. only, in a depofit on the lidc of the receiver; 
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V u A p. but in a pledge, and the reft of the felfifli com- 
xtiv. luerce of ordinary life, the benefit is conipenfated 

by an equivalent, and the obligation to reftore 
is varioufiy modified by the nature of the- trans- 
aciion. The Latin language very happily expref- 
fes the fundamental difference between the coni- 
modaturn and the mutuum, which our poverty is 
reduced to confound under the vague and com- 
mon appellation of a loan. In the former, the 
borrower was obliged to reftore the fame indivi- 
dual thing with which he had accommodated 

for the temporary fnpply of his wants ; in the 
latter, it was deftined for his ufe and confiimption, 

■ and he difeharged this mutual engagement , by 
fubftituting the fame fpecific value , according to a 
‘ juft eftimation of number, of weight, and of mea- 
fure. In the contract of fale , the abfolute domi- 
. ' nion is transferred to the purchafer, andherepay's 
the benefit with an adequate fum of gold or fil- 
ver, the* price and univerfiil ftandard of all earthly 
poffelfions. The obligation of another contraeft, 
that of location, is of a more complicated kind. 
Lands or houfes, labour or talents, may be hi- 
red lor a definite term ; at the expiration of the 
time , the thing itfelf muft be reftored to the 
owner with an additional reward for the benefi- 
■ ' cial occupation and employment. In thefe lucra- 
tive contrads , to which may be added thofe of 
partnerfiiip and commiftions , the civilians fome- 
times imagine the dcliv'ery of the objed, and fome- 
• times prefume the coufent of the parties. The 
fubftantial pledge has been refined into the invi- 
fible rights of a mortgage or hypotheca-, aud the 
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•agreement of Hie, for a certain price, imputes ^ c h A t'l 
from that moment, the chances of gain or lofs XLiVi 
to the account of the purchafer. It may be fairly 
fuppofed, that every man will obey the dic"tate's 
>' of his intercR; and if he accepts the benefit, he 
is obliged to fuftain the expence, of the trans- 
adtion. In this boundlefs fubjedl, the hiftorian 
will obferve the location of land and mo- 
ney , the rent of the one and the intereft of 
the other , as they materially affedl the profper- 
ity of agriculture and commerce. The land- 
lord was often obliged to advance the flock and 
inllrumcnts of hufljandry, and to content bimfelf 
, with a partition of the fruits. If the feeble tenant 
was oppreffed by accident, contagion, or hoflile 
violence, he claimed a proportionable relief from 
the equity of the laws : five years were the cuf- 
tomaryterm, and no folid or coflly improvements 
could be expedted. from a farmer, who, at each 
moment, might be ejedted by the fale of the 
eflate Ufury , the inveterate grievance of 
of the city , had been difeouraged by the twelve 
t.ables , and aboUflied by the clamours of the 
people. It was revived by their wants . and idle-* 

• ' nefs, tolerated by the difcrction of the praetors, 
and finally determined by the Code of Juflinian. 

Perfons of illuftrious rank were confined to the 
moderate profit of four per cent- fix was pronounc- , . 
cd to be the ordinary and legal flandard of in- 
.tereft; eight was allowed for the convenience of 
manufadlurers and merchants • twelve wa:' grant- 
" ■ od to nautical infurance , which the wifer ancient^ 
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CHAP, had not attempted to define; but except in this 
XLiv. perilous adventure , the pradice of exorbitant 
ul'ury was feverely reftrained The mod fim- 
ple intcrefl was condemned by the clergy of the 
Lad and Wed but the fenfc of mutual bene- 
fit , which had triumphed over the laws of the 
. republic, have refided with equal firmnefs the 

decrees of the church, and even the prejudices 
of mankind 

njoties. 3. Nature and fociety impofe the dried obliga- 

^ tion of repairing an injury; and the fufferer by 
private injudice , acquires a perfonal right and a 
legitimate adion. If the property of another be 
entruded to our care , the rcquifitc degree of 
care may rife and fall according to the benefit 
' which we derive from fuch temporary polTeflion; 

we are feldom made refponfible lor inevitable ac- 
cident, but the confequcnces of a voluntary fault 
mud always be imputed to fche author A 
Roman purfued and recovered his dolen goods 
by a civil adion of theft; they might pafs through 
a fuccedion of pure and innocent hands, but no- 
■ thing lefs than a prefeription of thirty years could 
extinguifh his original claim. They were redor- 
ed by the fentence of the praetor, and the injury 
was compenfated by double or threefold, or even 
quadruple damages, as the deed had been per- 
petrated by fccret Iraud or open rapine, as the 
robber had been furprifed in the fad or detede<l 
by' a fubfequent refearch. The Aquilian Law . 
" . defended the living property of a citizen, his fla- 

ves and cattle, from the droke of malice or 
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negligence : the higheft price w.is allowed that 
could be afcribed to the domellic animal at any 
moment of the year preceding his death ; a fimi- 
]ar latitude of thirty days was granted on the 
deftrudlion of any other valuable effects. A per- 
fonal injury is blunted or fharpened by the man- 
ners of the times and the fenfibility of the indi- 
vidual : the pain or the difgrace of a word or 
blow cannot eafily be appreciated by a pecu- 
niary equivalent. The rude jurifprudence of the 
decemvirs had confounded all hafty infults, which 
did not amount to the fradure of a limb, by con- 
demning the aggrelTor to the common penalty of 
twenty five ajjes. But the fame denomination of 
money was reduced, in three centuries, from a 
pound to the weight of half an ounce ; and the 
infolence of a wealthy Roman indulged himfelf 
in the cheap amufementof breaking and fatisfying 
the law of the twelve tables. Veratius ran through 
the flreets ftriking on the face the inoffenfive 
paffengers , and his attendant purfe - bearer im- 
mediately filenced their clamours by the legal 
tender of twenty-five pieces of copper, about the 
value of one fhilling The equitv of the prae- 
tors examined and eftimated the diftindl merits 
of each particular corijplaint. In the adjudication 
of civil damages, the magiffrate aflumed a right 
to confider the various’ circumftances of time and 
place, of age and dignity, which may 'aggra- 
vate the fliame and fufferings of the injured per- 
fon; but if he admitted the idea of a fine, a 
punifliment, and example, he invaded the province^ 
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e II A p. 
XLIV. 
Pupitlinieats, 


(Jeverity of 
the twelve 
tables. 


though , perhaps , he fupplied the defects , of the 
criminal law. 

The execution of the Alban dictator, who was 
difmembered by eight horfes, is reprefented by 
Livy as the hrft and the lall inftance of Koinati 
cruelty in the punifhment of the moft atrocious 
crimes"'. Eut this act of juftice , or revenge, 
was inflicted on a foreign enemy in the heat of 
vidtory , and at the command of a||fingle man. 
The twelve tables aftbrd a more dccifive proof 
of the national fpirit, flnee they were framed by 
(he wifefl; of the fenate, and accepted by the 
free voices of the people; yet thefe laws, like 
the ftatutes of Draco are written in charadters 
of blood They approv'e the inhuman and 
unequal principle of retaliation ; and the forfeit 
of an eye for an eye , a tooth for a tooth , a 
limb for a limb, is rigoroufly exacted, unlefs 
the offender can redeem his pardon by a fine of 
three hundred pounds of copper. The decemvirs 
diftributed with much liberality the flighter 
chaftifements of flagellation and fervitude; and 
nine crimes of a very different complexion are 
adjudged worthy of death, i. Any adt of treafon 
againft the ftate, or of correfpondence with the 
public enemy. The mode of execution was pain- 
ful and ignominious : the head of the degenerate 
Roman was flirouded in a veil, his hands were 
tied behind his back, and, after he had been 
fcourged by the lidtor , he was fufpended in the 
midft of the forum on a crofs, or inaufpicious 
tree. 2. Nocflurnal meetings in the city; what- 
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ever might be the pretence , of pleal'urc or reh- chap. 
gion , or the public good. 3. The murder of a xi,iv. 
citizen; for which the common feelings of man- 
kind demand the blood of the murderer. Poi- 
fon is flill more odious than the fword or dag- 
ger; and we are furprifed to difeover, in two 
fiagitious events, how early fuch fubtle wicked- 
nefs had infeded the fnnplicity of the republic, 
and the chafle virtues of the Roman matrons”*. 

The parricide who violated the duties of nature 
and gratitude, was call into the river or the fea, 
inclofed in a fack ; and a cock, a viper, a dog, and 
a monkey , were fucceflfively added as the moll 
fuitable companions Italy produces no mon- 
kies ; but the want could never be felt, till the 
middle of the hxth century firll revealed the guilt 
of a parricide 4. The malice of an incendiary. 

After the previous ceremony of whipping , he 
himfelf was delivered to the. flames; and in this 
example alone our reafon is* tempted to applaud 
the jufticc of retaliation. 5. Judicial perjury. The 
corrupt or malicious witnefs was thro\vn head- 
long from the Tarpeian rock to expiate his falfe- 
' hood , which was rendered flill more fatal ■ by 
the feverity of the penal laws, and the detici- 
ency of written evidence. 6. The corruption of 
a judge, who accepted bribes to pronounce an 
iniquitous fentence. 7. Libels and fatires, whofe 
rude ftrains fometimes diflurbed the peace of an 
illiterate city. . The author was beaten with 
clubs, a worthy chaflifement, but it is not cer- 
tain that he was left to expire^nder the blot\’« 
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C ir A p. of the executioner 8. The nodlurnal mif- 
SLiV. chief of damaging or deRroying a neighbour’s 
corn. The criminal was fufpended as a grateful 
vidim to Ceres. But the fylvan deities were 
lefs implacable , and the extirpation of a more 
valuable tree was compenfated by the moderate 
Rnc of twenty -fiv'e pounds of copper. 9. A^agi- 
cal incantations; which had power, in the opi- 
nion of the Latian Riepherds, to exhauft the 
Rrength of an enemy, to extinguifli his life, and 
to remove from their feats his deep-rooted plant- 
ations. The cruelty of the twelv’e tables agaiiift 
infolvent debtors Rill remains to be told; and I 
Riall dare to prefer the literal fenfe of antiquity, 
to the fpecious refinements of modern criti- 
. ^ cifm After the judicial proof or confeflion 
of the debt, thirty days of grace \vere allowed 
before a Roman was delivered into the power 
of his fellow-citizen. In this private prifon , 
twelve ounces of rice were his daily food ; he 
might be bound with a chain of fifteen pounds 
weight; and his mifery was. thrice expofed in 
the market-place, to folicit the companion of 
liis friends and countrymen. At the expiration 
of fixtv days, the debt was difeharged by the 
lofs of liberty or life; the infolvent debtor wa.s 
either put to death , or fold in foreign flavery 
beyond the H’yber: but if feveral creditors were 
alike obftinate and unrelenting , they might 
legally difmember his body, and fatiatc their 
revenge by this horrid partition. The advocates 
for this favage ]|\v have infifted, that it muft 
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ftrongly operate In deterring idlenefs and fraud chap. 
from contradling debts which they were unable xuv. 

■ to difeharge; but experience would diflipate this 
falutary terror, by proving, that no creditor 
could be found to exacT: this unprofitable penalty 
of life or limb. As the manners of Rbme were 
infcnfibly polifhed , the criminal code of the de- 
cemvirs was abolifhed by the humanity of ac- 
cufers , witnelTes, and judges; and impunity be- 
came the confequeiice of immoderate rigour. The 
Porcian and Valerian laws prohibited the magif- 
trates from infliding on a free citizen any 
capital, or even corporal punilhment; and the 
obfolete ftatutes of blood were artfully, and per- 
. haps truly , aferibed to the fpiiit, not of patrician, 
but of regal , tyranny. 

In the abfence of penal laws and the infuffi- Abolition or 
ciency of civdl adlons, the peace -and juftice of 
the city were imperfedly maintained by the pri- 
vate jurifdidion of the citizens. The malefadors 
who replenifli our goals , are the outcafts of 
fociety, and the crimes for which they fuffer 
may be commonly aferibed to ignorance, pover- 
ty, and brutal appetite. For the perpetration of 
fimilar enormities, a vile plebeian might claim 
and abufe the facred charader of a member of 
the republic: but, on the proof or fufpicion of 
guilt, the have, or the ftranger, was nailed to 
a crofs, and this ftrid and fummary juftice might 
be exercifed without reftraint over the grenteft 
part of the populace of Rome. Each family con- 
tained a domeftic tribunal, ^yhich was not con* 1 

! 
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CHAP. Ened, like that of the prxtof, to the cognizance 
xuv. of external adions : virtuous principles and ha- 
bits were inculcated by the difciplinc of educa- 
tion; and the Roman father was accountable to 
the flate for the manners of his children, fince 
he difpofed, without appeal, of their life, their 
liberty, and their inheritance. In fome pre0ing 
emergencies, the citizen was authorifed to avenge 
his private or public wrongs. The confent of 
the Jewifli, the Athenian, and the Roman laws, 
approved the flaughter of the nodurnal thief; 
thovigh in open day-light, a robber could not 
be flain without fome previous evidence of 
danger and complaint. Whoever furprifed an 
adulterer in his nuptial bed might freely exercife 
his revenge the moft bloody or wanton 

outrage was excufed by the provocation nor 
was it before the reign of Auguflus that the 
huflrand was reduced., to weigh the rank of the 
offender, or that the parent was condemned to 
facrilicc his daughter with her guilty feducer. 
After the expulfion of the kings, the ambitious 
Roman who fhould dare to affume their title or 
imitate their tyranny, was devoted to the in- 
fernal gods: each of his fellow-citizens was arm- 
ed with the fword o^ juftice ; and the ad of 
Brutus, however repugnant to gratitude or pru- 
dence, had been already fandified by the judg- 
ment of his country The barbarous pradice 
of wearing arms in the midft of peace and 
the bloody maxims of honour, were unknown 
to fire Romans ; and , during the two purefk ages, 
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from the eRablifliment of equal freedom to the chap. 
end of the Punic wars, the city was never dif- XLiv, 
turbed by fedition , and rarely polluted with 
atrocious crimes. The failure of penal laws was . 
more fenfibly felt when every vice was inflamed 
by fadion at home and dominion abroad. In 
the time of Cicero , each private citizen^ enjoyed 
the privilege of anarchy: each miniftcr of the re- 
public was exalted to the temptations of regal 
power , and their virtues are entitled to the 
warmcll praife as the fpontaneous fruits of nature 
or philofophy. After a triennial indulgence of 
lull:, rapine, and cruelty, Verres, the tyrant of 
Sicily, could only be fued for the pecuniary re- 
ftitutlon of three hundred thoufand pounds fter- 
ling; and fuch was the temper of the laws, the 
judges, and perhaps the accufer himfelf that 
on refunding a thirteenth part of his plunder , 

Verres could retire to an eafy and luxurious ~ 
exile 

The firll imperfeefl: attempt to reftore the pro- Revival of 
portion of crimes and puniflimeiits , was made p»- 
by the didator Sylla, who in the midll of pjg 
fanguinary triumph, afpired to reftrain the li- 
cence , rather than to opprefs the liberty , of the 
Romans. He gloried in the arbitrary profeription 
of four thoufand fevdr hundred citizens But 
in the charaeler of a legiflator, he refpeded the 
prejudices of the times ; and inftead of pronounc- 
<ing a fentence of death againft the robber or 
alfaflin , the general who betrayed an army, or 
the magiftrato v/ho ruined a province , Syll.'i 
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CHAP, was content to aggravate the pecuniary damages 
XLiv. by the penalty of exile, or, in more conftitii, 
tional language , by the interdidion of fire and 
water. The Cornelian , and afterwards the Pom- 
peian , and Julian , l.iws introduced a new fyftem 
of criminal jurifprudence and the emperors, 
from Augulfus to Juftinian, difguifed their en- 
creafing rigour under the names of the original 
authors. But the invention and frequent ufe of 
cxtsaordinary pains, proceeded from the defire to 
extend and conceal the progrefs of defpotifm. 
In the condemnation of illuftrious Romans , the 
fenate was always prepared to confound , at the 
will of their raafters , the judicial and legillative 
powers. It was the duty of the governors to 
maintain the peace of their province , by the 
arbitrary and rigid adminiftration of juftice ; the 
freedom of the city evaporated in the extent of 
empire, and the Spanifh malefador, who claimed 
tlie privilege of a Roman, was elevated by the 
• command of Galba on a fairer and more lofty 
crofs Occafional referipts iffued from the 
throne to decide the queftions which , by their 
novelty or importance , appeared to furpafs the 
authority and difeernment of a proconful. Tranf- 
portation and beheading were referved for ho- 
nourable perfons ; meaner criminals were either 
hanged or burnt , or buried in the mines , or 
expofed to the wild beafts of the amphitheatre. 
Armed robbers were purfued and extirpated as 
the enemies of fociety ; the driving away horfes 
or cattle was made a capital offence , but 
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limple theft' was uniformly confiderecl as a mere chap. 
civil and private injury. The degrees of guilt , xLiv. 
and the modes of punifliment , were too often 
determined by the difcretion of the 'Vulers , and 
the fubjedl was left in ignorance of the legal 
danger which he might incur by every adlion of 
his life. 

A fin , a vice , a crime , are the objecls of Meafnre of 
theology, ethics, and jurifprudyice. Whenever 
their judgments agree , they corroborate each 
other; but as often as they differ, a prudent 
legiflator appreciates the guilt and punifliment 
according to the meafure of focial injury. On 
this principle , the moft daring attack on the 
life and property of a private citizen , is judged 
lefs atrocious than the crime of treafon or re- 
bellion , which invades the majcjly of the re- 
public : the obfequious civilians unanimoufly 
pronounced , that the republic is contained in the 
perfon of its chief; and the edge of the Julian 
law was fliarpened by the inceffant diligence of 
the emperors. The licentious commerce of the 
fexes may be tolerated as an impulfe of nature, 
or forbidden as a 'fource of diforder and cor- 
ruption : but the fame, the fortunes, the family 
'of the hufband,. are ferioufly injured by the 
adultery of the wife. The wifdom of Auguftus, 
after curbing the freedom of revenge , applied 
to 'this domeffic offence the animadverfion of the 
laws; and the guilty parties, after the payment 
of heavy forfeitures and fines, were condemned 
to long or perpetual exile in t\yo feparat? 
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iflancls Religion jjronounccs an equal cenfure 
againll the infidelity of the hulLand; but as it is 
not accompanied by the fame civil efteds , the wife 
was never permitted to vindicate her wrongs ”°5 
and the dillindion of fimple or double adultery, 
fo familiar and fo important in the canon law, 
is unknown to the jurifprudence of the Code and 
Pandects. I touch with reludance, and difpatch 
with impatience , a more odious vice , of which 
modefty rejeds the name , and nature abominates 
the idea. The primitive Romans were infeded 
by the example of the Etrufeans and Greeks"*: 
in the mad abufe of profperity and power, ev'cry 
pleafure that is innocent was deemed infipid; and 
the Scatinian law , which had been extorte<l 
by an ad of violence , was infenfibly abolifiied 
by the lapfe of time and the multitude of crimi- 
nals. By this law, the rape , perhaps the fe* 
dudion , of an ingenuous youth, was compen- 
fated, as a perfonal injury, by the poor damages 
of ten thou kind fefterces or fourfeore pounds; the 
raviflier might be flain by the refiffance or re- 
venge ofehaftity; and I wifli to believ'C, that at 
Rome, as in Athens, the voluntary and effemi- 
nate deferter of his fex was degraded from the 
honoiyrs and the rights of a citizen But the 
pradice of vice was not difeouraged’ by the 
feverity of opinion : the indelible ftain of man- 
hood was confounded with the more venial 
tranfgreflions of fornication and adultery, nor 
was the lice’ntious lover expofed to the fame 
difljonour which he impreffed on the male or 
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female partner of his guilt. From Catullus to c 11 a p, 
Juvenal the poets accufe and celebrate the xuv. 
degeneracy of the times , and the reformation 
of manners was feebly attempted by the reafon ’ 
and authority of the civilians, till the moll; vir- 
tuous of the Ciefars proferibed the lin againft 
'nature as a crime againft fociety 

A new fpirit of legiflation , refpedable even Rigour oF 
‘in its error, arofe in the empire with the religion ciiniiim 
of Conftantine The laws of Mofes were 
received as the divine original of juftice, and the 
Chriftian princes adapted their penal ftatutes to 
the degrees of moral and religious turpitude. 

Adultery was firft declared to be a capital of- 
fence; the frailty of the fexes was aftimilated to 
poifon or afl'aftination , to forcery or parricide; 
the fame penalties were inflided on the palhve 
and adive guilt of pxderafty ; and all criminals 
of free or fervile condition were cither drowned 
or beheaded, or caft alive into .the avenging 
flames. The adulterers were fpared .by the 
common fympathy of mankind; but the lovers . , 

of their own fex were purfued by general and 
. pious indignation: the impure manners of Greece 
Hill prevailed in the cities of Afia, and every 
vice was fomented by the celibacy of the monks 
and clergy. Juftinian relaxed the puniflimcnt at 
leaft of female inlidelity; the guilty fpoufe was 
only condemned to folitude and penance, and at 
the end of two years file might be recalled to the 
arms of a forgiving hufband. But the fame emperor 
declared himfelf the implacable enemy of unmanly 
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lufl;, and tlie cruelty of his {Ttrfecution can fcarcc- 
ly be excufccl by the purity of his motives 
In defiance of every principle of jufUce , he 
ftretched to paft as Avell as future offences the 
operations of hi^ edidls, with the previous al- 
lowance of a ffiort refpite for confcllion and par- 
don. A painful death was inflided by the am- 
putation of the finftil inftruraent, or the infertioii 
of ffiarp reeds into the pores and tubes of moll 
exquifite fenfibility; and Jufiiinian defended the 
propriety of the execution , fince the criminals 
would have loft their hands had they been con- ' 
vided of facrilege. In this /tatc of difgrace and 
agony, two bifliops , Ifaiah of Rhodes, and 
Alexander of Diofpol.is, were dragged through 
the ftreets of Conftantinopic, while their brethren 
were admoniffied by the voice of a cryer, to ob- 
ferve this awful lelfon , and not to pollute the . 
fandity of their charader. Perhaps thefe prelates 
were innocent. A fentence of death and infamy 
was often founded on the flight and fufpicious 
evidence of a child ox a ferv^ant: the guilt of the 
green fadion , of the rich , and of the enemies of 
Theodora , was prefumed by the judges , and 
paxlerafly became the crime of thofe to whom 
no crime could be imputed. A hrench philofo- 
ph'^r has dared to remark, that whatever is 
fecret muft be doubtful, and that our natural hor- 
ror of vice may be abufed as an engine of tyran- 
ny'. But the favourable perfuafion of the fame 
writer, that a legiflator may confide in the taflc 
and reafon’ of mankind , is impeached bv the 
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unwelcome difcovery of the antiquity arid extent chap. 
of the difeafe ’**. XLiv. 

The free citizens of Athens and Rome enjoyed, j,, dements of 
in all criminal cafes , the invaluable privilege of ** p<-’op's* 
being tried by their country i. The admi- 
niftration of juftice is the moft ancient office of a 
prince: it was exercifed by the Roman kings, 
and- ab life d by Tarquin ; who alone, without 
law or council , pronounced his arbitrary judg- 
ments. The firft confuls fucceeded to this regal 
prerogative ; but the facred right of appeal foon 
abolifhed the jurifdidion of the magiflrates, and 
all public caufes were decided bv the f'.ipremc 
tribunal of the people. But a wild democracy, 
fuperior to the forms , too often difdains the ef- 
fential principles , of juflice: the pride of defpot- 
ifm was envenomed by plebeian envy, and the 
heroes of Athens might fometimes applaud the 
^ happinefs of the Perfian , whofe fate depended 
on the caprice of a fingk tyrant. Some falutary 
reftraints, impofed by the people on their own 
paffions, were at once the caufe and effed of the 
gravity and temperance of the Romans. 7 he 
right of accufation was confined to the magiflra- 
tcs. A vote of the thirty-live tribes could inflict 
a fine; but the cognizance of all capital crimes 
was referved by a fundamental law to the af- 
fembly of the centuries, in which the weight of 
influence and property was fure to preponderate. 

Repeated proclamations and adjournments were 
interpofed, to allow time for prejudice and re- 
fentment to fubfide; the whole proceeding might 
VoL. VIII. G 
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be annulled by a feafonablc omen, or the oppo- 
fition of a tribune ; and fucli popular trials were 
commonly lefs formidable to innocence , than 
- they were favourable to guilt. But this union 
of the judicial and legidative powers, left it 
doubtful whether the accufed party was pardon- 
ed or acquitted; and in the defence of an illuf- 
trious client, the orators of Rome and Athens 
addrefs their arguments to the policy and bene- 
volence, as well as to the juftice of their fove- 
reign. 2 . The talk of convening the citizens for 
the trial of each offender became more difficult, 
as the citizens and the offenders continually mul- 
tiplied; and the ready expedient was adopted of 
delegating the jurifdidtion of the people to the 
ordinary magillrates, or to extraordinary inqui- 
ftors. In the firft ages thefe queftions were rare 
and occafional. In the beginning of the feventh 
century of Rome they were made perpetual : 
four prxtors were annually empowered to fit in 
judgment on the ftate offences of treafon, extor- 
tion, peculation, and bribery; and Sylla added 
new praetors and new queftions for tliofe crimes 
which more diredtly injure the fafety of indivi- 
duals. By thefe inquijttors the trial was prepared 
and direfted ; but they could only pronounce 
the fentence of the majority of judges ^ who with 
fome truth, and more prejudice, have been com- 
pared to the Englifft juries To difeharge 
this important though burthenfome office , an 
annual lift of ancient and refpecftable citizens was 
formed by the prxtor. After many conftitutional 
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druggies , they were cliofen in equal numbers chap. 
from the-fenate, the e'^ueflrian order, and the xtiv. 
people; four hundred and fifty were appointed 
for fingle queflions; and the various rolls or de- 
curia of judges muft have contained the names 
of fome thoufand Romans, who reprefented the 
judicial authority of the date. In each particular 
caufe , a fufficient number was drawn from the 
urn; their integrity was guarded by an oath; 
the mode of ballot fecured their independence; 
the fufpicion of partiality was removed by the 
mutual challenges of the accufer and defendant; 
and the judges of Milo, by the retrenchment of . 
fifteen on each fide, were reduced to fifty-one 
voices or tablets, of acquittal, of condemnation, 
or of favourable dvoubt 3. In his civil jurif- 
didion, the praetor of the city was truly a judge, 
and almoft a legiflator; but as foon as he had 
preferibed the adlion of law, he often referred to 
a delegate the determination of the fad. With 
the increafe of legal proceedings, the tribunal of 
the centumvirs, in which he prefided , acquired 
more weight and reputation. But whether he 
aded alone, or with the adVjce of his council, 
the moft abfolute pow'ers might be trufted to a 
magi (Irate who was annually chofen by the \'otes 
of the people. The rules and precaution.s. of 
freedom have required fome explanation ; the 
order of defpotifm is fimple and inanimate. Be- 
fore the age of Juftinian, or perhaps of Diocle- 
tian , the decuries of Roman judges had funk to 
an empty title : the humble advice of the affcf- Ancircrs 
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fors might be accepted or defpifed ; and in each 
tribunal the civil and criminal jurifditflion was 
adrtiiniftered by a fingle magiftrate , who was 
railed and difgraced by the will of the emperor. 

A Roman accufed of any capital crime might 
prevent the fentence of the law by voluntary exile, 
or death. Till his guilt had been legally proved, 
his innocence was prefumed, and his perfon was 
free; till the votes of the laft century had been 
counted and declared, he might peaceably fecedc 
to any of the allied cities of Italy, or Greece, 
or Afia His fame and fortunes were preferv- 
ed , at leaft to his children , by this civil death ; 
and he might Hill be happy in every rational and 
fenfual enjoyment, if a mind accuftomed to the 
-ambitious tumult of Rome could fupport the uni- 
formity and filence of Rhodes or Athens. A 
bolder effort was required to efcape from the ty- 
ranny of the Cafars; but this effort was rendered 
familiar by the maxims of the Stoics, the example 
of the bravefl Romans, and the legal encou- 
ragements of fuicide. The bodies of condemned 
criminals were expofed to public ignominy, and 
their children , a rhore ferious evil , were redu- 
ced to poverty by the confifeation of their for- 
tunes. Kut if the victims of Tiberius and Nero 
anticipated the decree of the prince or fenate , 
their courage and difpatch were recompenfed by 
the applaufe of the public, the decent honours 
of burial, and the validity of their teftaments 
The exquifite avarice and cruelty of Domitian 
appears to have deprived the unfortunate of this 
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laft confolatlon , and it was ftill denied even by c h a l*. 
the clemency of the Antonines. A voluntary death, xliv. 

which, in the cafe of a capital offence , interven- 
ed between the accufation and the fentence, was 
admitted as a confeflion of guilt, and the fpoilsof 
the deceafed were feized by the inhuman claims 
of the treafury Yet the civilians have always 
refpecled the natural right of a citizen to difpofe 
of his life ; and the pofthumous difgrace invented 
by Tarquin to check the defpair of his fub- 
jeds, was never revived or imitated by fuccced- 
ing tyrants. The powers of this world have | 
indeed loft their dominion over him who isrefolv- 
ed on death; and his arm can only be reftrained 
by the religious apprehenfion of a future ftate. 

Suicides are enumerated by Virgil among the un- 
fortunate, rather than the guilty ; and the 
poetical fables of the infernal fhades could not 
ferioufly influence the faith or pradlice of man- 
kind. But the precepts of the gofpel or the 
church, have at length impofed a pious fervi- 
tude on the minds of Chriftians, and condemn 
them to expedt, without a murmur, the laft ftroke 
of difeafe or the executioner. ' 

The penal ftatutes form a very fmall proportion Abiifes of 
of the fixty-two books of the Code and Fandedls : 
and, in all judicial proceeding, the life or death of a 
citizen is determined with lefs caution and delay 
than the moft ordinary queftion of covenant or 
inheritance. This fmgular diftindion , though 
fomclhing may be allowed for the urgent necef- 
fity of defending the peace of foclety , is derived 
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CHAP, from the nature of criminal and civil jurifpru- 
XLlV. dence. Our duties to the ftate are fimple and uni- 
form ; the law by which he is condemned, is 
jnferibed not only on brafs or marble , but on the 
confoienceofthe offender, and his guiltis commonly 
proved by the teftimony of a Angle fadl. But our 
relations to each other are various and infinite : 
our obligations are created , annulled , and- modi- 
fied, by injuries, benefits, and promifes; and 
the interpretation of voluntary contrads and tefta- 
ments, which are often didated by fraud or ig- 
norance , affords a long and laborious exercife 
to the fagacity of the judge. The bufinefs of life 
is multiplied by the extent of commerce ^nd do- 
minion , and the refidence of the parties in the 
diftant provinces of an empire, is produdive of 
doubt, delay, and inevitable appeals from the 
local to the fupreme magiftrate. Juflinian , the 
Greek emperor of Conftantinople and the Eaft: , 

1 was the legal fucceffor of the Latian ftiepherd who 
bad planted a colony on the banks of the Tyber. 
In a period of thirteen hundred years, the laws 
had reludantly followed the changes of govern- 
ment and manners ; and the laudable defire of' 
conciliating ancient names with recent inftitutions, 
deftroyed the harmony , and fwellcd the magni- 
tude of the obfeure and irregular fyftera. The 
laws which excufe on any occafions the igno- 
rance of their fubjeds, confefs their own imper- 
fed:ons ; the civil jurifprudence , as it was abridg- 
ed by Juflinian, ftill continued a myflerlous fei- 
ence and a profitable trade, and the innate per- 
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plexity of the ftudy was involved In tenfold dark- 
refs by the private induftry of the praditioners. 
The expence of the purfuit fometimes exceeded 
the value of the prize, and the faireft rights were 
abandoned by the poverty or prudence of the 
claimants. Such, coftly juftice might tend to 
abate the fpirit of litigation , but the unequal 
preflure ferves only to encreafe the influence 
of the rich , and to aggravate the raifery of 
the poor. By thefe dilatory and expen- 
flve proceedings, the wealthy pleader obtains a 
more certain advantage than lie could hope from 
the accidental corruption of his judge. The ex- 
perience of an abufe, from which our own age 
and country arc not perfedly exempt , may fome- 
times provoke a generous indignation , and ex- 
tort the hafty wifh of exchanging our elaborate 
jurifprudence for the Ample and fummary decrees 
of a Turkifli cadhi. Our calmer refledion will 
fuggeft, that fuch forms and delays are neceflary 
to guard the perfon and. property of the citizen; 
that the difcretion of the judge is the firft engine 
of tyranny, and that the laws of a free people 
fliould forefee and determine every queftion that 
may probably arife in the cxercife of power and 
the tranfadions of induftry. But the government 
of Jtiftinian united the ev'ils of liberty and fervi- 
tude; and the Romans were opprefled at the 
fame time by the multiplicity of their laws and 
the arbitrary will of their mafter. 
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CHAP. XLV. 


Utign of the younger Jijflin. — Embaffy of the Aoarf. 
— Their Settlement on the Danube. — Conquejl of 
Italy by the Lombards. — Adoption and J^eiyn of 
Tiberius, — Of Maurice. — State of Italy under the 
Lombards and the Exarchs. — Of Ravenna. — Dif- 
trefs of Rome. — CharaHtr and Pontificate of Gre~ 
gory the Firji. 

During the laft years of Juftinian, his infijrpa 
mind was devoted to heavenly contemplation , 
and he negleded the bufinefs of the lower world. 

-His fubjeds were impatient of the long conti- 
nuance of his life and reign : yet all who were ca- 
pable of refledion , apprehended the moment of 
his death , which might involve the capital in 
tumult, and the empire in civil war. Seven ne- 
phews ‘ of the childlefs monarch , the fons or 
grandfons of his brother and filler , had been 
educated in the fplendour of a princely fortune ; 
they had been fhewn in high commands to the 
provihees and armies ; their charaders were 
known , their followers were zealous , and as 
the jealoufy of age poftponed the declaration 
of a fuccelTor , they might exped with equal 
hopes the inheritance of their uncle. He expired 
in his palace after a reign of tlurty- eight years ; 
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and the decifive opportunity Mras embraced by 
the friends of Jnftin the fon of Vigilantia At 
the hour of midnight, his domcflics were awak- 
ened by an importunate crowd who .thundered 
at 'his door, and obtained admittance by reveal- 
ing themfelves to be the principal members of 
the fenate. Thefe welcome deputies announced 
the recent and momentous fecret of the emperor’s 
deceafe : reported , or perhaps invented , his dying 
choice of the bell beloved and moft deferving 
of his nephews , and conjured Jullin to prevent 
the diforders of the multitude, if they Ihould per- 
ceive , with the return of light, that tliey were 
left without a mailer. After compofing his coun- 
tenance to furprife^ forrow, and decent modefty, 
Jullin, by the advice of his wife Sophia, fubmit- 
ted to the authority of the fenate. He was con- 
dudled with fpeed and filence to the palace, the 
guards faluted their new fovereign, and the mar- 
tial and religious rites of his coronation were 
diligently nccompliflied. By the hands of the-pro- 
per officers , he was invclled with the Imperial 
garments , the red bufkins , white tunic , and 
purple robe. A fortunate foldier, whom he in- 
flantly promoted to the rank of tribune , encircled 
his neck with a military collar ; four robufl youths 
exalted him on a ffiield : he flood firm and eredt 
to receiv’e the’ adoration of his fubjedfs; and their 
choice was fandlified by the benedidlion of the 
patriarch , who impofed the diadem on the head 
of an orthodox prince. The hippodrome was 
already filled -vyltb innumerable nmhitudes, and 
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no fooner did the emperor appear on his throne, 
than the voices of the blue and the green fadtidns 
were confounded in the fame loyal acclamations. 
In the fpecches which Juftin addrelTed to the fe- 
nate and people, he promifed to corredf the abu- 
fes which had difgraced the age of his predecef- 
for, difplayed the maxims of a juft and benefi- 
cent government, and declared, thjit on the ap- 
proaching calends of January * , he would revive 
in his own perfon the name and liberality of a 
roman conful. The immediate difeharge of bis 
uncle’s debts exhibited a folid pledge of his faith 
and generofity : a train of porters , laden with 
bags of gold, advanced into the midft of the 
hippodrome , and the hopelefs creditors of Jufti- 
riian accepted this equitable payment as a volun- 
tary gift. Before the end of three years , his 
example was imitated and furpafled by the em- 
prefs Sophia, who delivered many indigent citi- 
zens from the weight of debt and ufury: an adl 
of benevolence the beft entitled to gratitude , 
fiiice it relieves the moft intolerable diftrefs; but 
in which the bounty of a prince is the moft lia- 
ble to be abufed by the claims of prodigality and 
fraud *. 

On the feventh day of his reign, Juftin gave 
-audience to the ambaffadors of the Avars, and' 
the feene was decorated to imprefs the Barbarians 
with aftonifhment, veneration, and terror. From 
the palace gate, the fpacious courts and long 
porticos were lined with the lofty crefts and 
gilt bucklers of the guards, who prefented their 
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fpears and axes with more confidence than they 
would have fhewn in a field- of battle. The 
officers who exercifed the power, or attended 
the perfon , of the prince , were attired in their 
richcft habits, and arranged according to the 
military and civil order of the hierarchy.* When 
the veil of the fancluary was withdrawn, the 
ambafladors beheld the emperor of the Eaft on 
his throne, beneath a canopy or dome, which 
was fupported by four columns, and crowned 
wdth a winged, figure of Vidtory. -In the firft 
> emotions of furprife , they fubmitted to the 
fcrvdle adoration of the Byzantine court; but as 
foon as they rofe from the ground, Targetius, 
the chief of the embaffy , exprelTed the freedom 
and pride of a Barbarian. He extolled , by the 
tongue of his interpreter, the greatnefs of the 
chagan , by whole clemency the kingdoms of 
the South were permitted to exift, whofe vidlori- 
ous fubjedls had traverfed the frozen rivers of 
Scythia, and who now covered the banks of the 
Danube with innumerable tents. The late em- 
peror had cultivated , with annual and coftly 
gifts, the friendfliip of a grateful monarch, and 
the enemies of Rome had refpedled the allies of 
the Avars. I'he fame prudence would infirudl 
the nephew of Jufiinian to imitate the liberality 
of his uncle, and to purchafe the Lleffings of 
peace from an invincible people, who delighted 
and excelled in the exercife of war. The reply 
of the emperor was delivered in the fame ftrain 
«f haughty defiance, and he derived his confi- 
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t H A P. dence from the God of the Chriftians, the ancicnC 
^v. glory of Rome , and the recent triumphs of 
Juftinian, “The empire,” faid he, “abounds 
“ with men and horfes, and arms fufficient to 
“ defend our frontiers , and to chaflife the Bar- 
“ barians. You offer aid, you threaten hoftilities : 
“ we defpife your enmity and your aid. The 
“ conquerors of the Avars folieit our alliance; 
“ fiiall we dread their fugitives and exiles ’ ? 

The bounty of our uncle was granted to 
“ your mifery, to your humble prayers. From 
“ us you {hall receive a more important obli- 
“ gatidn, the knowledge of your own weaknefs. 
“ Retire from our prelence ; the lives of ambiif- 
“ fadors arc fafe; and if you return to implore 
“ our pardon , perhaps you will tafte of our 
“ benevolence *. ” On the report of his ambaffa- 
dors , the chagan was awed by the apparent 
iirmnefs of a Roman emperor, of whofe character 
and refources he was ignorant. Inflead of executr 
ing his threats againft the Eaftern empire, he 
marched into the poor and favage countries of 
Germany, which were fubjecff to the dominion 
of the Franks. After two doubtful battles, he 
confented to retire , and the Auftrafian king 
relieved the diftrefs of his camp with an imme- 
diate fupply of corn and cattle Such repeated 
difappointments had chilled the fpirit of the 
Avars, and their power would have diffblved 
' away in the Sarmatian defert, if the alliance of 
Alboin, king of the Lombards, had not given 
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a new objedl to their arms, and a lafting fettle- c ha?. 

- ment to their wearied fortunes. ' xlv. 

While Alboin ferved under his father’s ftand- Aihoin, kinj 
ard , he encountered in battle , and tranfpierced hit' 1 

with his lance , the rival prince of the Gepidae. valour, love 
The Lombards , who applauded fuch early 
prowefs , requefted his father with unanimous 
acclamations , that the heroic youth , who had 
fhared the dangers of the field , might be 

admitted to the feaft of victory. “ You are not 

“ unmindful , ” replied the inflexible Audoin , 

“ of the wife cultoms of our anceftors. Whatever 
“ may be his merit , a prince is incapable of 
“ fitting at table with his father till he has 
“ received his arms from a foreign and royal 
hand. ” Alboin bowed with reverence to the 
inftitutions of his country ; felecled forty com- 
panions, and boldly vifited the court of Turifund 
king of the Gepidae, who embraced and enter- 
tained, according to the laws of hofpitality, the 
murderer of his fon. At the banquet , wbilll 
Alboin occupied the feat of the youth whom he 
had flain , a tender remembrance arofe in the 
mind of Turifund. “ How dear is that place — ■ 

“ how hateful is that perfon — ” were the words 
that efcaped , with a figh , from the indignant 
father. His grief exafperated the national refent- 
ment of the Gepidae ; and Cunimund , his 
furviving fon, was provoked by wine, or fra- 
ternal atfedlion , to the defire of vengeance. 

“ The Lombards , ” faid the rude Barbarian , 
refemble , in figure and in fmcll , the mares of 
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HAP. “ our Sarmatian plains. ” And this infult was a 

XLV. coarfe allufibn to the white bands which enve- 
loped their legs. “ Add another rcfemblance, ” 
replied an audacious Lombard ; “ you have felt 
“ how ftrongly they kick. Vifit the plain of 
Asfeld, and feek for the bones of thy brother; 
“ they are mingled with thofe of the vilefl: 
animals.” The Gepidae, a nation of warriors, 
ftarted from their feats, and' the fearlcfs Alboin , 
with his forty companions, laid their hands on 
their fwords. The tumult was appealed by the 
venerable interpofition of Turifund. He faved 
his own honour , and the life of his gueft; 

* and after the folemn rites of inveftiture, dif- 

miffed the ftranger in the bloody arms of his 
fon; the gift of a weeping parent. Alboin re- 
turned in triumph ; and the Lombards , who 
celebrated his matchlefs intrepidity, w'ere com- 
pelled to praife the virtues of an enemy *. In 
this extraordinary vifit he had probably feen 
the daughter of Cunimund , who foon after 
afeended the throne of the Gepidx. Her name 
was fl-ofamond , an appellation exprefllve of 
female beauty, and which our own hiftory’ or 
romance has confecrated to amorous tales.* The 
king of the Lombards (the father of Alboin no 
longer lived) was contradeH ro the grand-daugh- 
ter of Clovis ; but the reftraints of faith and 
policy foon yielded to the hope- of poffefling 
the fair Rofamond , and of infulting her family 
and nation. The arts of perfuafiou were tried 
without fuccefj; and the impatient lover, by 


Digitized by 


Google 




OF THE ROiyiAN EMPIRE. 95 


force and ftratagem, obtained the objedl of his chap. 
defires. War was the confequence which he XLV. 
forcfaw and folicited; but the Lombards could 
not long withftand the furious alTault of the 
Gepidae , who w’ere fuftained by a Roman 
army. And as the offer of marriage was rejeded 
with contempt, Alboin was compelled to relin- 
quifli his prey, and to partake of the difgrace 
which he had inflided on the houfe of Cuni- 
mund ’. 

When a public quarrel is envenomed by pri- The lom- 
rate injuries , a blow that is not mortal or jeftroy 
decifivc can be produdive only of a fhort truce, the kiog and 
which allows the unfuefeefsful combatant to fharp- 
cn his arms for a new encounter. The ftrength a. d. 5«6. * 
of Alboin had been found unequal to the grati- 
fication of his love , ambition, and revenge: he 
condefeended to implore the formidable aid of 
the chagan ; and the arguments that he employed 
are exprefTive of the art and policy of the Bar- 
barians. Tn the attack of the Gepidx, he had 
been prompted by the juft defire of extirpating 
a people whom their alliance witft the Roman 
empire had rendered the common enemies of the 
nations , and the perfonal adverfaries of the 
chaean. If the forces of the Avars and the 
Lombards fhould unite in this glorious quarrel, 
the vidory was fecure , and the reward inefti- 
mable : the Danube , the Hebrus , Italy , and 
Gonftantinople , would be expofed, without a 
barrier , to their invincible arms. But if they 
heiitated or delayed to prevent the malice of the 
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6 H A p. Romans, the fame fpirit which had infulted V 
KLV. would puifufi the Avars to the extremity of 

the earth. Thcfe fpecious reafons were heard by 
the chagan with coldnefs and difdain t he de- 
tained .the Lombard ambaffadors in his camp , 
protraded the negociation, and by turns alleged 
his want of inclination, or his want of ability, 
to undertake this important enterprife. At length 
he fignified the ultimate price of his alliance , 
that the Lombards fliould immediately prefent 
him with the tythe of their cattle ; that the 
fpoils and captives Ihould be equally divided ; 
^ but that the lands of the Gepida: fliould become 
the foie patrimony of the Av-ars, Such hard 
conditions were eagerly accepted by the paflions 
of Alboin ; and as the Romans were diflatisfied 
with the ingratitude and perfidy of the Gepidie, 
Juftin abandoned that incorrigible people to their 
fate, and remained the tranquil fpedator of this 
unequal conflid The defpair of Lunimund was 
adive and dangerous. He was informed that the 
Avars had entered his confines; but on the 
Rrong atfurarice , that , after the defeat of the 
Lombards, thefe foreign invaders would eafily 
be repelled , he ruflied forwards to encounter the 
. implacable enemy of his name and family. But 
the courage of the Gepidac could fecure them no 
more than an honourable death. The bravefb 
of the nation fell in the field of battle ; the 
king of the Lombards contemplated with delight 
the head of Cunimund , and his Ikull was 
Miioned into a cup to fatiatc the hatred of the 

conqueror , 
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conqueror, or, perhaps, to comply with the chap. 
favage cuflom of his country After this 
vidory , no farther obftacle could impede the , 
progrefs of the confederates , and they faithfully 
executed the terms of their agreement "• The 
fair countries of Walachia , Moldavia, Tranfyl- 
Vania, and the parts of Hungary beyond the 
Danube, were occupied without refiftance , by 
a new colony of Scythians ; and the Dacian 
empire of the chagans fubfifled with fplendour 
above two hundred and thirty years. The 
nation of the Gepidae was diffolved ; but in the 
diftribution of the captives , the flaves of the 
Avars were lefs fortunate than the companions 
of the Lombards , whofe generofity adopted a 
valiant foe, and whofe freedom w.as incompatible 
with cool and deliberate tyranny. One moiety 
of the fpoil introduced into the camp of Alboin 
more wealth than a Barbarian could readily com- 
pute. The fair Rofamond was perfuaded , or 
compelled , to acknowledge the rights of hef 
vidorious lover ; and the daughter of Cunimund 
appeared to forgive thofe crimes which might be 
imputed to her own irrefiftible charms. 

The deftrudion of a mighty kingdom efta- Alboin 
bliflied the fame of Alboin. In the days of of* 

Charlemagne , the Bavarians , the SaxOns , and Italy, 
the other tribes of the Teutonic language, ftill 
repeated the fongs -which deferibed the heroic 
virtues, the Valour, liberality ^ and fortune of 
the king of the Lombards ”. But his ambition 
was yet unfatisfied ; and the conqueror of the 
VoL. VIII. H 
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CHAP. Gepidx turned his eyes from the Danube to the 
XLV. richer banks of the Po and the Tybcr. Fifteen 
years had not elapfed , fmee his fiibje(fls , 
the ■confederates of Narfes , had vifited the plea- 
fant climate of Italy : the mountains , the rivers , 
the highways, were familiar to their memory: 
the report of their fuccefs , perhaps the view of 
their fpoils, had kindled in the rifing generation 
the flame of emulation ’ and enterprife. Their 
hopes were encouraged by the fpirit and elo- 
quence of Alboin ; and it is affirmed , that he 
fpoke to their fenfes, by producing, at the royal 
feafl: , the faireff and mofl; exquifite fruits that 
grew fpontaneoufly in the .garden of the world. 
No fooner had he ereded his ftandard , than the 
native ftrength of the Lombards was multiplied 
by the adventurous youth of Germany and Scy-, 
thia.' The robuft peafantry of Noricum and , 
Pannonia had refumed the manners of Barbarians; 
and the names of the Gepidac, Bulgarians, S’ar- 
matians, and Bavarians, may be diftindly traced 
in the provinces of Italy Of the Saxons, the 
old allies of the Lombards, twenty thoufand 
warriors, with their wives and children , ac- 
cepted the invitation of Alboin. Their br.avery 
contributed to his fuccefs; but the accelfion or 
the abfence of their numbers was not fenfibly felt 
in the magnitude of his hoft. Every mode of 
religion was freely pradifed by its tefpedivc 
votaries. The king of the Lombards had been 
educated in the Arian herefy; but the Catholics, 
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in their public worfliip, were allowed to pray c H a p. 
foi his con\ tv/^on ; while the itiore ftubborn Xiv, 
Barbarians facnhcc ^ or perhaps a 

captive, to the gods c. , heir 'fathers The 

Lombards , and their conkdei^- , 

, , . ’ , were united 

by their common attachment to a c who 

excelled in all the virtues and vices of a fav'aj,^ 

hero ; and the vigilance of Alboin provided an 

ample magazine of offenfive and defenfive arms 

for the ufe of the expedition. The portable 

wealth of the Lombards attended the march ; 

their lands they cheerfully relinquiflied to the 

Avars, on the folemn promife , which was made 

and accepted without a fmile , that if they failed 

in the conqueft of Italy , thefe voluntary exiles 

fliould be reinflated in their former pofTefllons. 

They might have failed , if Narfes had been oiraffeaion 
the antagonift of the Lombards; and the veteran iieatii of 
warriors , the alTociates of his Gothic vicflory , 
would have encountered with reluiflanCe an 
enemy whom they dreaded and efteemed; But 
the weaknefs of the Byzantine court was fubfer- 
vient to the Barbarian caufe; and it was for the ruin 
of Italy , that the emperor once liftened to the 
complaints of his fubjedls. The virtues of Narfes 
were ftained with avarice; and in his provincial 
reign of fifteen years, he accumulated a treafure 
of gold and filver which furpaffed the modefty 
of a private fortune. His government was oppref- 
five or unpopular , and the general difeontent 
was expielied with freedom by the deputies of 
Rome. Before the throne of Juftin they boldly 
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Hcdared , tliat tbcir Gothic fervof'" 
more tolerable than the tiefpot-lhl of a Greek 
eunuch; ami that, unlefr tyrant were in- 

ftantly removed ; .hv, tonlult tijetr own 

, • r choice oi a malter. 1 he ap- 

‘^,1 .iion of a revolt was urged by the Voice 
ol envy and detradion, which had fo recently 
triumphed over the merit of Belifarius. A nevV 
exarch, Longinus, was appointed to fuperfede 
the conqueror of Italy, and the bafe motives o£ 
his recal were revealed in the infulting mandate 
of the emprefs Sophia , “ that he fhould leave 
to men the exercife of arms , and return to his 
“ proper ftatibn among the maidens of the palace, 
where a diftaff fhould be again jilaced in the 
“ hand of tlie eunuch. ” “ 1 will fpin her fuch 
** a thread, as flie fhall not eafily unrav'el! ” is 
faid to have been the reply which indignation 
and confeious virtue extorted from the hero. 
Inftead of attending , a Have and a vidim , at 
the gate of the Byzantine palace, he "retired to 
Naples, from whence (if any credit is due to 
the belief of the times ) Narfes invited the Lom- 
bards to chaftife the ingratitude of the prince 
and people But the pafiTions of the people 
are furious and changeable , and the Romans 
foon fecolleded the merits, or dreaded the refent- 
ment, of their vidorious general. By the media- 
tion of the 'pope , who undertook a fpecial 
pilgrimage to Naples, their repentance was 
accepted; and Narfes, affuming a milder afpeCb 
and a more dutiful language, confented to fix his 
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refidcnc? in the Capitol. His death,'*, though 
in the ; extreme period of old age , was unfea- 
fonable and premature , fmce hii genius alone 
could have repaired the lafl; and fatal error of his 
life. The reality, or the fufpicipn, of. a confpiracy 
difarmed and difunited the Italians. The foldiers 
relented the difgr:ice, and bewailed the lofs of 
their .general. They were ignorant of their new 
exarch ; and Longinus was himfcif ignorant of 
the ftate of the array and the province. In the 
preceding years Italy had been defolated by 
peftilence and famine , and a difaffedled people 
aferibed the calamiti^ of Nature to the guilt or 
folly of their rulers 

Whatever might 1^ the grounds of his fecu- 
rity, Alboin neither cxpecfled nor encountered a 
Roman army in the field. He afeended the Ju- 
lian Alps , and looked down with contempt and 
defirc on the. fruitful plains to which his 
vidlory communicated the perpetual appellation 
of Lombardy. A faithful chieftain, and a feledl 
band , were ftationed at Forum Julii , the modern 
Friuli , to guard the pafTes of the mountains. The 
Lombards refpedled the ftrength of Pavia, and 
liftened to the prayers of the Trevifans; their flow 
and heavy multitudes proceeded to occupy the 
palace and city of Verona; and Milan, now rifing 
from her afhes , was invefted by the powers of 
Alboin five months after his . departure frorn 
Pannonia. Terror preceded his march; he found 
every where, dr he left, a dreary folitude; and 
tlje pufillanimous Italians prefumed, without a 
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CHAT, trial, that the ftranger was invincible. Efcaping 
XLV. to lakes, or rocks, or morafTes, the affrighted 
crowds concealed fome fragments of their wealth, 
and delayed the moment of their fervitude. 
Paulinus, the patriarch of Aquileia, removed his' 
trcafiires , facred and profane , to the ifle of 
Grado ", and his fucceffors were adopted by 
the infant republic of Venice, which was con- 
tinually enriched by the public calamities. Hono- 
ratus , who filled the chair of St. Ambrofe , had 
crcduloufly accepted the faithlefs offers of a capitu- 
lation; and the archbilhop, with the clergy and 
nobles of Milan, were dri>i|pn by the perfidy of 
Alboin to feek a refuge |^n the lefs accellible 
ramparts of Genoa. Along the maritime coall , 
the courage of the inhabitants was fupported by 
the facility of fupply , the hopes of relief, and 
the power of efcape; but from the Trentine hills 
to the gates of Ravenna and Rome , ' the in- 
land regions of Italy became, without a battle 
or a fiege,' the lading patrimony of the Lombards. 
The fubmiffion of the people invited the Bar- 
barian to affiime the charadler of a lawful fovc- 
reign, and the helplefs exarch was confined to the 
office of announcing to the emperor Juffin, the 
rapid and irretrievable lofs of his provinces and 
cities ". One city', which had been diligently 
fortified by the Goths , refifted the arms of a 
new invader ; and while Italy was fubdued by 
' the flying detachments of the Lombards , the 
royal camp was fixed above three years before 
Uie weflern gate of Ticinum, or Pavia. The 
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fame courage which obtains the efleem of a c ii a p, 
civ'ilifed enemy , provokes the fury of a favage , xtv. 
and the impatient befieger had bound himfelf by 
a tremendous oath , that age , and fex , and 
dignity , fliould be confounded in a gerveral 
maffacre. The aid of famine at length enabled 
him to execute his bloody vow; but as Alboin 
entered the gate, his horfe flumbled, fell, and 
could not be raifed from the ground. One of. 
his attendants was prompted by compaflion , or 
•piety, to interpret this miraculous fign of the 
wrath of heaven : the conqueror paufed and 
relented; he flieathed his fword, and, peacefully 
repofing himfelf in the palace of Theodoric , 
proclaimed to the trembling multitude v that they 
fliould live and obey. Delighted with the fitua- 
tion of a city, which was endeared to his pride ' 
by the difficulty of the purchafe, the prince of 
the Lombards difdained the ancient glories of 
Milan; and Pavia, during fome ages, was refped- 
ed as the capital of the kingdom of Italy **. 

The reign of the founder was fplendid and Aitoin u 
tranfient;' and before he could regulate his new 
conquefts , Alboin fell a facrifice to domeftic R„r4nion.i, 
treafon and female revenge. In a palace near a- d. ->73. 
Verona, which had not been ereded for the 
Barbarians , he feafled the companions of his 
arms : intoxication wa.s the reward of valour , 
and the king himfelf was tempted by appetite , 
or vanity, to exceed the ordinary meafure of his 
intemperance. After draining many capacious 
boNyls of Rhjetian or Falernian wine , he called 

H 4 


Digitized by Googlt 


. IC4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C H ^ p, for the flcull of Cunimund , the pobleft and mofl 
xi,Y. precious ornament of his fideboard. The cup of 
vidory was accepted with horrid applaufe by 
the circle of the Lombard chiefs. “ Fill it again 
“ with wine,” exclaimed the inhuman conqueror, ' 
fill it to the brim ; carry this goblet to the queen 
“ and reqaeft in my name that flie would rejoice 
“ with her father. ” In an agony of grief and 
rage, Rofamond had ftrength to utter, “ Let 
“ the will of my lord be obeyed ! ” and touching 
it with her lips, pronounced a filent impreca- 
tion , that the infult fhould be wafhed away in 
the blood of Alboin. Some indulgence might be 
due to the refentment of a daughter, if file had 
not already violated the duties of a wife. Im- 
placable in her enmity, or inconftant in her love, 
the queen of Italy had ftooped from the throne to 
the arms of a fubjed, and Helmicbis, the king’s 
armour-bearer, was the fecret oiinifter of her plea- 
fure and revenge. Againft the propofal of the 
murder, he could no longer urge the fcruples qf 
fidelity or gratitude ; but Helmichis trembled , 
when he revolved the danger as well as the guilt, 
when he rccolleded the matchlefs ftrength and 
intrepidity of a warrior , whom he had fo often 
attended in the field of battle. He prelTcd, and 
obtained , that one of the braveft champions of 
the Lomb.ards fhould be alTociated to the enter- 
prife , but no more than a promife of fecrecy 
could be drawn from the gallant Peredeus j and 
the mode of fedudion employed by Rofamond 
betrays her fhamelcfs infenfibility both to honour 
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•«nd love. She fuppHed the place of one of hef c H a p. 
female attendants who was beloved by Peredeiis, Xlv. 
and contrived fome excufe for darknefs and fi- 
lence, till fhe could inform her companion that 
he had enjoyed the queen of the Lombards , and 
that his own death, or the death of Alboin, muft 
be the confequence of fuch treafonable adultery. 

In this alternative, he chofe rather to be the ac- 
complice than the vidim of Rofamond ”, whofe 
undaunted fpirit was incapable of fear or remorfe. 

She expeded, and foon found a favourable mo- 
ment , wJien the king, opprefled with wine, had 
retired from the table to his afternoon flumbcrs. 

His faithlefs fpoufe was anxious for his health and 
repofe : the gates of the palace were fliut , the 
arms removed, the attendants difmiffed, and Ro- 
famond , after lulling him to reft by her tender 
carelTes , unbolted the chamber-door , and urged 
the reludant confpirators to the inftant execution 
of the deed. On the firft alarm, the warrior 
ftarted from his couch ; his fword , which he 
attempted to draw , had been faftened to the fcab- 
bard by the hand of Rofamond ; and a fmall ftool, 
his only weapon, could not long proted hini from 
the fpears of the afTafTins. The daughter of Cu- 
nimund fmiled in his fall; his body was buried 
under the ftair-cafe of the palace , and the grate- 
ful pofterity oL the Lombards revered the tomb 
and the memory of their vidorious leader. 

The ambitious Rofamond afpired to reign in Her night 
the name of her lover; the city and palace of Vc- 
rona were awed by her power , and a faithful 
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CHAP, band of her native Gepid?e was prepared to ap- 
XLV. plaud the revenge , and to fecond the wifhes, of 
their fovereign. But the Lombard chiefs, who 
fled in the hrft moments of confternation and 
difordcr, had refumed their courage and colledled 
their powers ; and the nation , inftead of fubmit- 
ting to her reign, demanded with unanimous 
cries, that juftice fhould be executed on the 
•guilty fpoufo and the murderers of their king. 
She fought a refuge among the enemies of her 
country, and a criminal who deferved the ab- 
horrence of mankind was protedted by the fel- 
fifli policy of the exarch. With her daughter, 
the heirefs of the Lombard throne, her two lov- 
ers , her trufty Gepidac, and the fpoils of the 
palace of V erona , Rofamond ddfeended the Adige 
and the Po, and was tranfported byaGreek vef- 
fel to the fafe harbour of Ravenna. Longinus 
beheld with delight the charms and the treafures 
of the vvidow of Alboin : her fituation and her 
pad condudl might juftify the moft licentious pro- 
pofals ; and flie readily liftened to the paffion of 
a minifter , who , even in the decline of the em- 
pire , * was refpedled as the equal of kings. The 
death of a jealous lover was an eafy and grate- 
ful facrifice , and as Helmichis iffued from the 
bath, he received the deadly potion from the 
hand of his miftrefs, The talle of the liqnor, 
its fpeedy operation, and his experience of the 
charadler of Rofamond , convinced him that he 
was poifoned : he pointed his dagger to her bread, 
compelled her to drain the remainder of the cup, 
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and expired in a few minutes, with the confola- c h a p« 
tion , that fhe could not furvive to enjoy the fruits xlv. 
of her wickednefs. The daughter of Alboin and 
Rofamond , with the richeft fpoils of the Lom- 
bards, was embarked for Conftantinople ; the 
furprifing ftrength of Peredeus amufed and ter- 
rified the Imperial court : his blindnefs and re- 
venge exhibited an imperfedl copy of the adven- 
tures of Sampfon. By the free fuftrage of the na- ciepho, king 
tion, in the aflembly of Pavia, Ciepho, one of 
their nobleft chiefs, was eledled as the fucceffor n. Nrs, 
of Alboin. Before the end of eighteen months, Auguft. 
the throne was polluted by a fecond murder; 

Ciepho was ftabbed by the hand of a domeftic; 
the regal office was fufpended above ten years , 
during the minority of his. fon Autharis; and Italy 
was divided and oppreffed by a ducal ariftpcracy 
of thirty tyrants 

When the nephew of Juftinian afeended the weatnefs of 
throne, he proclaimed a new aera of happinefs '■"’P"" 
and glory. The annals of the fecond Julliii 
are marked with difgrace abroad and mifer)’- at 
home. In the Weft, the Roman empire was afflidl- 
ed by the lofs of Italy, the defolation of Africa, 
and the conquefts of the Perfians. Injuftice pre- 
vailed both in the capital and the provinces; the 
rich trembled for their property, the poor for 
their ftfety , the ordinary magiftrates were igno- 
rant or venal , the occafional remedies appear to 
have been arbitrary and violent, and the com- 
plaints of the pcoplt could no longer be filenced 
by the fplendid names of a legiftator and a con- 
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CHAP, queror. The opinion which imputes to the prince 
XLV. all the calamities of his times, may be counten- 
anced by the hiftorian as a ferious truth or a 
falutary prejudice. Yet a candid fufpicion will 
arife , that the fentiments of Juftiu were pure and 
benevolent, and that he might have hllcd his 
ftation without reproach , if the faculties of his 
mind had not been impaired by difeafe, which 
deprived the emperor of the ufe of his feet, and 
confined him to the palace, a ftranger to the corp- 
plaints of the people and the vices of the govern- 
ment. The tardy knowledge of his own impot- 
ence determined him to lay down the weight of 
the diadem ; and in the choice of a worthy fub- 
^ flitute , he Ihewed fome fymptoms of a difeerning 
and even magnanimous Ipirit. The only fon of 
Juftin and Sophia died in his infancy : their 
daughter Arabia was the wife of Baduarius ** 
fuperintendant of the palace, and afterwards com- 
mander of the Italian armies, who vainly afpired 
to confirm the rights of marriage by thofe of 
adoption. While the empire appeared an objed 
of defire, Juftin was accuftomed to behold with 
jealoufy and hatred his brothers . and coufins , the 
rivals of his hopes} nor could he depend on the 
gratitude of thofe who would accept the purple 
as a reftitution, rather than a gift. Of thefe compe- 
titors, one had been removed by exile, and after- 
wards by death ; and the emperor himfelf had 
inflided fuch cruel infults on another, that >he 
muft either dread his refentment or defpife his 
patience. This domeftic animofity was refined 
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into a generous refolution of feeking a fuccefibr, chap. 
not in his family, but in the republic : and the xLV. 
artful Sophia recommended Tiberius , his 
faithful captain of the guards , whofe virtues aud 
fortune the emperor might cherilh as the fruit of 
his judicious choice. The ceremony of his ele- Aflociation 
vatiou to the rank of Ciefar, or Auguftus , was 
performed in the portico of the palace, in the Decemb/r. ’ 
prefence of the patriarch and the fenate. Juftin 
colle<flcd the remaining ftrength of his mind and 
body, but the popular belief that his fpeech was 
infpired by the Deity, betrays a very humble ' 
opinion both of the man and of the times 
“ You behold, ”faid the emperor, “ the enfigns 
“ offupreme power. You are about to receive 
them not from my hand , but from the hand 
“ of God. Honour them , and from them you 
“ will derive honour. Refpedl the emprefs your 
‘‘ mother ; you are now her fon , before , you 
« were her fervant. Delight not in blood , 

“ abffain from revenge , avoid thofe aiflions by > 

“ "Which I have incurred the public hatred, and 
“ confult the experience rather than the example , 

“ of your predeceflbr. As a man , I have finned ; 

“ as a finner , even in this life I have been 
“ feverely punifhed : but thefe fervants ( and he 
“ pointed to his minifters), who have abufed 
“ my confidence , and inflamed my palfions,, ' • 
“ will appear with me before the tribunal of 
“ Chrift. I have been dazzled by the fplendour • 

“ of the diadem : be thou wife and modeft ; 

“ remember what you have been , remember - 
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CHAP. “ what you are. You fee around us your flaves 
XLV. " and your children; with the authority, affumc 
' “ the tcndernefs , of a parent. Love your people 
« like yourfelf ; cultivate the affedions , maln- 
« tain the difcipline of the army : proted the 
« fortunes of the rich, relieve the necelTities of . 
« the poor ” The alTembly , in filence and 
in tears, applauded thecounfels, and fympathifed 
■with the repentance, of their prince: the pa- 
triarch .rebearfed the prayers of the church ; 
Tiberius received the diadem on his knees , and 
Juftin, who in his abdication appeared moft 
•worthy to reign , addreffed the new monarch in 
the following words : " If you confent , I live ; 

« if you command , I die : may the God of 
« heaven and earth infufe into your heart what- 
r.ati, of « ever I have negleded or forgotten. ” The 
juftm n. ygars of the emperor Juftin were pafTed 

oaober s. in tranquil obfeurity : his confcience was- no 
longer tormented by the remembrance of thofe 
duties which he was incapable of difcharging; 
and his choice was juftified by the filial reverence 
and gratitude of Tiberius. 

Feign ofTi- Among the virtues of Tiberius , his beauty 
beriiis II. f he was ofic of the talleft and molt comely oi 

' * the Romans) might introduce him to the favour 

of Sophia; and the widow of Juftin was per- 
Auguft 14. fuaded , that fhe fliould preferve her ftation and 
influence under the reign of a fecond and more 
' youthful hufband. But if the ambitious candidate 

had been tempted to flatter and diftemble , it 
>yas no longer in his po^Yer to fulfil her expecia- 
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tions , or his own promife. The fa<ftions of the 
hippodrome demanded, with fome impatience, 
the name of their new emprefs ; both the people 
and Sophia were aftoniflied by the proclamation 
of Anaftafia, the fecret, though lawful wife of 
the emperor Tiberius. Whatever could alleviate 
the difappointment of Sophia, imperial honours, 
a {lately palace , a numerous houfehold , was 
liberally bellowed by the piety of her adopted 
fon ; on folcmn occafions he attended and con- 
fulted the widow of his benefadlor : but her 
' ambition difdained the vain femblance of royalty, 
and the refpedful appellation of mother ferved 
to exafperate , rather than appeafe, the rage of 
an injured woman. While Hie accepted , and 
repaid with a courtly fmile, the fair exprclTions 
of regard and confidence , a fecret alliance was 
concluded between the dowager emprefs and her 
ancient enemies; and Juflinian , the fon of Ger- 
manus , was employed as the inflrument of her 
revenge. The pride of the reigning houfe fup- 
ported , with reludlance , the dominion of a 
llranger : the youtb was defervedly popular; his 
name , after the death of Jullin , had been men- 
tioned by a tumultuous fadion ; and his own 
fubmiflive offer of his head, with a treafure of 
fixty thoufand pounds , might be interpreted as 
an evidence of guilt, or at leafl of fear. Juflinian 
received a free pardon , and the command of 
the eaftern army. The Perfian monarch fled 
before his arms; and the acclamations which ac- 
copipanied his triumph., declared him wortliy of 
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e H A p.* the purple. His artful patronefs had chofen the 
XLv. month of the vintage , while the emperor , in a 
rural folitude, was permitted to enjoy the plea- 
fures of a fubjedl. On the firft intelligence of 
her defigns he returned to Conftantinople , and 
the confpiracy was fupprcffed by his prefence and 
firmnefs. From the pomp and honours which 
fhe had abufed, Sophia was reduced to a modeft 
allowance : Tiberius difmifled her train , inter- 
cepted her correfpondence , and committed to a 
faithful guard the cuftody of her perfon. But 
the fervices of Juflinian were not confidered 
by that excellent prince as an aggravation of his 
offences: after a mild reproof, his treafon and 
ingratitude were forgiven ; and it was commonly 
believed , that the emperor entertained fomc 
thoughts of contradling a double alliance with 
the rival of his throne; The voice of an angel’ 
(fuch a' fable was propagated) might reveal to 
the emperor , that he Ihould always triumph over 
his domeftic foes ; but Tiberius derived a firmer 
affurance from the innocence and geuerofity o£ 
his own mind. 

iiis Tirtuei- • With the odious name of Tiberius, he affumed 
the more popular appellation of Conftantine, and 
imitated the purer virtues of the An to nines. 
After recording the vice or folly of fo many 
Roman princes, it is pleafmg to repofe, fur a 
moment , on a charader confpicuous by the 
qualities of humanity , juftice , temperance , and 
fortitude; to contemplate a fovereign affable in 
his palace , pious in the church , impartial on 
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the feat of judgment , and vidlorious , at leafl by 
his generals , in the Ferfiaii war. The mofl glo- 
rious trophy of his viclory confifted in a multi- 
tude of captives , whom Tiberius euteruiined , 

' redeemed, and difmilfed to their native homes 
with the charitable fpirit of a Chriffian hero. 
The merit or misfortunes of his own fubjedls had 
a dearer claim to his beneficence , and he mea- 
fured his bounty not fo much by their expeda- 
tions j as by his own dignity. This maxim , 
however dangerous in a truftee of the public 
wealth , was balanced by a principle of humanity 
and juftice , which taught him to abhor, as of 
the bafeft alloy , the gold that was extraded 
from the tears of the people. For their relief, 
as often as they had fulfered by natural or hoffile 
calamities, he was impatient to remit the arrears 
of the paft, or the demands of future taxes: he 
fternly rejeded the fervile offerings of his mi- 
nifters , which were compenfated by tenfold 
oppreHion ; and the wife and equitable laws of 
Tiberius excited the praife and regret of fucceed- 
^ng times. Conftantinople believed that the 
emperor had difeovered a treafure : but his ge- 
nuine treafure confifted in the pradice of liberal 
ceconomy, and the contempt of all vain and 
fuperfluous expence. The Romans of the Eaft 
would have been happy j if the beft gift of 
heaven, a patriot king, had been confirmed as 
a proper and permanent blefling. But in lefs 
than four years after the death of Juftin , his 
worthy fuccelTor funk into a mortal difeafe , 
VoL. VIII. I 
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which left him only fufFicient time to reftore the 
<li;ulcm , according to the tenure by which he 
held it , to the inoft deferving of his fellow- 
citizens. He felected Maurice from the crowd , 
a judgment more precious than the purple itfelf; 
the patriarch and fenate were fummoned to the 
bed of the dying prince : he beftowed his 
daughter and the empire; and his laft advice was 
fcdemnly delivered by the voice of the quteftor. 
Tiberius cxprefled his hope, that the virtues of 
his fon and fuccelfor would cred the nobleft 
inaufolcum to his memory. His memory was 
embalmed by the public afflidtion ; but the mod 
lincere grief evaporates in the tumult of a new 
reign, and the eyes and acclamations of mankind 
were fpeedily di reded to the rifing fun. 

T he emperor Maurice derived bis origin from 
ancient Rome but his immediate parents were 
fettled at Arabiffus in Cappadocia, and their fingu- 
lar felicity preferved them alive to behold and 
partake the fortune of tlieir anguji fon. The 
youth of Alaurice was fpent in the profellion of 
arms; Tiberius promoted him to the command 
of a new and favourite legion of twelve 
thcuf.ind confederates; his valour and condud 
were iignalized in the Perfian war; and he re- 
turned to Conrtantinople to accept, as his juft 
reward, the inheritance of the empire. IMaurice 
afeended the throne at the mature age of forty- 
three years ; and he reigned above twenty years 
over the Eaft and over himfelf expelling from 
his mind the wild democracy of pallions, and 
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eflablifiiing { according to the quaint expreffion chap# 
of Ev’agrius ) a perfect arillocracy of reafon and xLY. 
virtue. Some fiifpicion will degrade the tefti- 
mony of a fubjecd, though he protefts that his 
fecret praife fliould never reach the ear of his 
fov'ereign and fome failings feem to place the 
charader of Maurice below the purer merit of 
his predecelTor. His cold aijd refervcd demeanour 
might be imputed to arrogance; his juftice was 
not always exempt from cruelty, nor his cle- 
mency from weaknefs; and his rigid ceconomy 
too often expofed him to the reproach of avarice. 

But the rational wiflies of an abfolute monarch 
mull tend to the happinefs of his people; Mau- 
rice was endowed with f.mfe and courage to pro- 
mote that happinefs, and his adminiftration was 
direded by the principles and example of Tibe- 
rius. The pufillanimity of the Greeks had in- 
troduced fo complete a reparation between the 
offices of king and of general , that a private fol- 
dicr who had deferved and obtained the purple, 
feldom or never appeared at the head of his 
armies. Yet the emperor Maurice enjoyed the 
glory of reftoring the perfian monarch to his 
throne : his lieutenants waged a doubtful war 
againll the Avars of the Danube, and he caft an 
eye of pity, of ineftedual pity, on the abjed: 
and diflrefsful date of his Italian provinces. 

From Italy the emperors were inceffantly tor- mdrefc of 
mented by tales of mifery and demands of fuc- 
cour, which extorted the humiliating confeffidn 
of their e\yn weaknefs. The expiring dignity 
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CHAP, of Rome was only marked by the freedom and 
XLV, energy of her complaints: “If you are incapable,” 
Ihe faid, “ of delivering us from the fword of 
“ the Lombards, fave us at Icall from the cala- 
“ mity of famine. ” Tiberius forgave the re- 
proach , and relieved the dillrcfs : a fupply of 
corn was tranfported from Egypt to the Tybcr; 
and the Roman people, invoking the name , not 
of Camiilus, but of StPeter, repulfed the Bar- 
barians from their walls. But the relief was acci- 
dental , the danger was perpetual and prefling i 
and the clergy and fenate , colleding the remain$ 
of their ancient opulence , a fum of three thou- 
fand pounds of gold, difpatchcd the patrician 
Pamphronius to lay their gifts and their com- 
plaints at the foot of the Byzantine throne. The 
attention of the court , and the forces of the Eaft, 
were diverted by the Perfian war : but the juftice 
of Tiberius applied the fublidy to the defence 
of the city; and he difmiflcd the patrician with, 
bis beft advice, either to bribe the Lombard 
chiefs , or to purchal'e the aid of the kings of 
France. Notwithftanding this weak invention , 
Italy was ftill afflided , Rome was again befjeg- 
ed, and the fuburb of Clafle , only three miles 
front Ravenna , was pillaged and occupied by 
the troops of a Ample duke of Spoleto. Maurice 
gave audience to a fccond deputation of priefts 
and fenators ; the duties and the menaces pf reli- 
gion were forcibly urged in the letters of the 
Roman pontiff ; and his nuncio , the deacon Gre- 
gory,’ alike qualified to folicit the powers 
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either of heaven or of the earth. The emperor chap. 
adopted , with llronger effed , the mcafures of xLV. 
his predecenbr: fome formidable chiefs were per- 
fuaded to embrace the friendfliip of the Romans; 
and one of them , a mild and faithful Barbarian , 
lived and died in the fer vice of the exarch: the 
palTcs of the Alps were delivered to the Franks ; 
and the pope encouraged them to violate , with- 
out fcruple, their oaths and engagements to the 
milbelievers. Childebert, the great -grandfon of 
Clovis , was perfuaded to invade Italy by the 
payment of fifty thoufand pieces; but as he had 
viewed with delight fome Byzantine coin of the 
weight of one pound of gold , the king of Au- 
flrafia might ftipulate, that the gift fhould be 
rendered more worthy of his acceptance, by a 
proper mixture of thefe refpeclable medals. The 
dukes of the Lombards had provoked by frequent 
inroads their powerful neighbours .of Gaul. As 
foon as they were apprehenfive of a juft retalia- 
tion, they renounced their feeble and diforderly 
independence : the advantages of regal govern- 
ment, union, fecrecy, and vigour, were unani- 
moufly confelfcd; .and Autharis, the fon ofAutharis, 
Clepho , had already attained the ftrength and 
reputation of a warrior. Under the ftandard of a. d.’ 
their new king, the conquerors of Italy with- 
flood three fiiccelTive invafions, on,e of which 
was led by Childebert himfelf, the laft of the 
Merovingian race who defeended from the Alps. 

The firft expedition was defeated by the jealous 
animofity of the Franks and Alcmanni. In the 
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p. fecond they were vanquiflicd In a bloody battle, 
with more lofs and difhonour than they had 
fuftained fince the foundation of their monarchy. 
Impatient for reveng^e, they returned a third 
time with accumulated^ force, and Autharis yield- 
' cd to the fury of the torrent. Tl he troops and 
treafiires of the Lombards were diftributed in 
the walled towns between the Alps and the 
Apenninc. A nation . h fs fenfible of danger , 
than of fatigue and delay , foon murmured againfl: 
the folly of their twenty commanders ; and the 
hot vapours of an Italian fun infected with dif- 
cafe thofe tramontane bodies which had already 
fuftered the Viciflitudes of intemperance and 
famine. The powers that were inadequate to 
the conqueft, were more than fufbeient for the 
defolation , of the country ; nor could the trem- 
bling natives dillinguifli between their enemies 
and their deliverers. If the junction of the 
Merovingian and Imperial forces had been ef- 
fected in the neighbourhood of Milan, perhaps 
they might have fubverted the throne of the 
Lombards; but the Franks expeded fix days 
the fignal of a flaming village , and the arms of 
the Greeks were idly employed in the reduction 
of Modena and Parma , which were torn from 
them after the retreat of their Tranfalpiae 
allies. The victorious Autharis allerted his claim 
to the dominion of Italy. At the foot of the 
Rhretinn Alps, he fubdued the refiftance, and 
rifled the bidden treafures, of a fequeflered ifland 
in die lake of Comuna. At the extreme point: 
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of Calabria , be touched with his fpear a column 
on the fca-fliore of Rhegium proclaiming 
that ancient land- mark to Hand the immovable 
boundary of his kingdom 

During a period of two hundred years, Italy 
was unequally divided between the kingdom of 
the Lombards and the exarchate of Ravenna. I'lic 
offices and profeflions , which the jealoufy of 
Conffantine had feparated , were united by the 
indulgence of Juftiniain; and eighteen fuccenive 
exarchs were inv^efted, in the decline of the em- 
pire, with the full remains of civil, of military, 
and even of ecclefiaftical power. Their imme- 
diate junfdiclion, which was afterwards confe- 
crated as the patrimony of St. Peter, extended 
over the modern Romagna, the marfhes or val- 
Jics of Ferrara and Commacliio five maritime 
cities from Rimini to Ancona, and a fecond, 
inland Penlapolis, between the Adriatic coaft and 
the hills of the Apennine. Three fubordinatc 
provinces, of Rome , of Venice, and of Naples, 
which were divided by hofitile lands from the 
palace of Ravenna, acknowledged, both in peace 
and war, the fupremacy of the exarch. The dnt- 
chy of Rome appears to have included the Tuf- 
can, Sabine, and Latian conqueffs, of the firft 
four hundred years of the city, and the limits 
may be diflinc'tly traced along the coaH , from 
Civita Vccchia , toTerracina, and with thecourfc 
of the Tyber from Ameria and Kami to the port 
of Oflia. The numerous iflands from Grado 
to Chiozza, compofed the infant dominion of 
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C H A I', Venice; but the more accefljble towns on the 
continent were overthrown by the Lombards , 
who beheld with impotent fury a new capital rifinj 
from the waves. The power of the dukes of Naples 
^ was circumferibed by the bay and the adjacent ifles, 

by the hollile territory of Capua, and by the Ro- 
man colony of Amalphi ”, whofe induflrious ci- 
* tizens, by the invention of the mariner’s com- 

pafs , h.ave unveiled the face of the globe. The 
three iflands of Sardinia , Corfica, andSicily, ftill 
adhered to the empire; and the acquifition of the 
farther Calabria removed the land-mark of Autha- 
ris from the fhore of Rhegium to the ifUimus of 
Confentia. In Sardinia, the favage mountaineers 
preferved the liberty and religion of their ancef- 
tors; but the hufljandmen of Sicily were chained 
to their rich and cultivated foil. Rome was op- 
preffed by the iron feeptre of the exarchs , and a 
Greek, perhaps an eunuch . infulted with impunity 
the ruins of the Capitol. But Naples foon acquired 
the privilege of elcding her own dukes ’* ; the in- 
dependence of Amalphi was the fruit of commerce ; 
and the voluntary attachment of Venice was finally 
ennobled by an equal alliance with the eaflern 
empire. On the map of Italy , the meafure of 
the exarchate occupies a very inadequate fpacc , 
but it included an ample proportion of wealth , 
induftry, and population. The mofl faithful and 
valuable fubjecls efcaped from the Barbarian yoke , 
and the banners of Pavla and Verona , of Milan 
and Padu.a , were difplayed in their refpedlive 
quarters by the new inhabitants of Ravennjt, 
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Tlic remainder of Italy was pofTefled by thcLom- chap. 
bards; and from Pavia , the royal feat, their king- xlv. 
dom was extended to the eaft, the north, and The kin?:, 
the weft, as far as the confines of the Avars , 
the Bavarians, and the Franks of Auftrafia and 
Burgundy. In the language of modern geogra- 
phy , it is how reprefented by the Terra Firma 
of the Venetian republic, Tirol, the Milanefe, 
Piemont, the coaft of Genoa , Mantua, Parma, 
and Modena, the grand dutchy of Tufeany, 
and a large portion of the ecclefiaftical ftate from 
Perugia to the Adriatic. The dukes , and at 
length the princes of Beneventum , furvived the 
monarchy, and propagated the name of the Lom- 
bards. From Capua toTarentum, they reigned 
near five hundred years over the greateft part of 
the prefent kingdom of Naples 

In comparing the proportion of the viclorious i.mgiiase 
and the vanquifiied people, the change of 
guage will afford the moft probable inference. Ac-batds. 
cording to this ftandard it will appear, that the 
Lombards of Italy, and the Vifigoths of Spain, 
were lefs numerous than the Franks or Burgun- 
dians ; and the conquerors of Gaul muft yield , 
in their turn , to the multitude of Saxons and 
Angles who almoft eradicated the idioms of 
Britain. The modern Italian has been infenfibly 
formed by the mixture of nations; the awkward- 
nefs of the Barbarians in the nice management of • 
declenfions and conjugations , reduced them to 
the ufe of articles and auxiliary verbs ; and many 
new ideas have been expreffed by Teutonic 
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CHAP, appellations. Yet the principal flock of technical 
XLV. and familiar words is found to be of Latin deri- 
vation and if we were futticicntly converfant 
with the obfolete, the rullic, and the municipal 
dialects of ancient Italy, wc fliould trace the 
origin of many terms which might, perhaps, be 
rejeded by the clallic purity of Rome. A num- 
erous army conltitutes but a finall nation , and 
the powers of the Lombards were foon diminiflicd 
by the retreat of twenty thoufand Saxons, who 
fcorned a dependent fituation , and returned, af- 
ter many bold and perilous adventures, to their 
native country 1 he camp of Alboin was of 
formidable extent , but the extent of a camp 
would be ealily circumferibed within the limits 
of city; ami its martial inhabitants muft be 
thinly fcattered over the face of a large country. 
Wh en Alboin defeended from the Alps, he in-. 
veiled his nephew, the lirfl duke of Friuli, with 
the command of the province and the people ; 
but the prudent Gifulf would have declined the 
dangerous oflice, unlefs be had been permitted 
to chufe, among the nobles of the Lombards, a 
fufficient number of families *° to form a perpe- 
tual colony of foldiefs and fubjetfls. In the pro- 
grefs of conquefl, the fame option could not be 
granted to the dukes of Brcfcia or-Bergamo, of 
Pavia or Turin, of Spolcto or Bencvenium ; but 
each of the'e, and each of their colleagues, fet- 
tied in his appointed diftrid with a band of fol- 
lowers who reforted to his ftandard in war and 
his tribunal in peace. Their attachment was free 
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nnd liononrable : refigning tlic gifts and benefits 
which they had accepted, they might emigiate 
With their families into the jnrifdidion of another 
duke; but their nbfcnce from the kingdom was 
puniflied with death, as a crime of military de- 
fertion The poflerity of the firft conquerors 
Itruck a deeper root into the foil, which, by 
every motive of inti? eft and honour, they were 
bound to defend. A Lombard was born the fol- 
dicr of his king and his duke ; ’and the civil af- 
femblics of the nation difplayed the banners , and 
affumed the appellation , of a regular army. Of 
this army, the p.ay and the rewards. were drawn 
from the conquered provinces ; and the diftribu* 
tion, which was not efteeded till after the death 
of Alboin, is difgraced by the foul marks of in- 
juftice and rapine. IVIany of the molt wealthy 
Italians were fiain or banifhed ; the remainder 
were divided among the ftrangers, and a tribu- 
tary obligation was Impofed (under the name of 
hofpitality ), of paying to the Lombards a third 
part of the fruits of the earth. Within lefs than 
leventy years , this artificial fyflem was abolillied 
by a more fimplc and folid tenure Either the 
Roman landlord was expelled by his Itrong and 
infolent guelt; or the annual payment, a third of 
the pioducc, was exchanged by a more equi- 
table tranf.iclion for an adequate proportion of 
landed property. Under thefe foreign mailers, 
the bufincfs of agriculture, in the cultivation of 
corn, vines, and olives, was exercifed with de- 
generate Ikill and induftry by the lalxaii of the 
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CHAP. 

XLV, 


Crcfs and 
marriage. 


flaves and natives. But the occupations of a 
paftoral life were more pleafing to the idlenefs 
of the Barbarians. In the rich meadows of Ve- 
iietia, they rcftorcd and improved the breed of 
liorfes for which that province had once been il- 
luflrious ; and the Italians beheld with af- 
toniflament a foreign race of oxen or buffaloes 
The depopulation of Lonib udy , and the in- 
creafe of forefts, afforded an ample range for the 
pleafures of the chace That marvellous art 
which teaches the birds of the air to acknowledge 
the voice, and execute the commands of their 
mafter, had been unknown to the ingenuity of the 
Greeks and Romans Scandinavia and Scythia 
produce the boldefh and moft tradable falcons 
they were tamed and educated by the roving in- 
habitants always on horfeback and in the field. This 
favourite amufement of our anceftors was intro, 
duced by the Barbarians into the Roman pro- 
vinces ; and the laws of Italy efteem the fword 
and the hawk as of equal dignity and importance 
in the hands of a noble Lombard "h 

So rapid was the influence of climate and 
example , that the Lombards of the fourth 
generation furveyed with curiofity and affright 
the portraits of their favage forefathers Their 
heads were fliaven behind , but the fhaggy locks 
hung over their eyes and mouth, and a long 
beard , reprefented the name and charadler ,of 
the nation. Their drefs confiRed of loofe linen 
garments, after the fafhion of the Anglo-Saxon.s, 
which were decorated , in their opinion , with 
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broad ftripes of variegated colours. -The legs 
and feet were clothed in long hofe , and open 
fandals ; and even in the fecurity of peace , a 
trufty fword was conflantly girt to their fide. 
Yet this ftrange apparel, and horrid afpcd, often 
concealed a gentle and generous difpofition; and 
as foon as the rage of battle had fubfided , the 
captives and fubjedls were fometimes furprifed 
by the humanity of the vidor. The vices of the 
Lombards were the effed of pallion, of ignorance, 
of intoxication : their virtues are the more lau- 
dable, as they were not affeded by the hypocrify 
of focial manners , nor impofed by the rigid 
conftraint of laws and education. I fhould not 
be apprehenfive of deviating from my fubjed, if 
it were in my power to delineate the private 
life of the conquerors of Italy, and I fhall relate 
with pleafure the adventurous gallantry of Au- 
tharis, which breathes the true fpirit of chivalry 
and romance After the lofs of his promifed 
bride , a Merovingian princefs , he fought in 
marriage the daughter of the king of Bavaria; 
and Garibald accepted the alliance of the Italian 
monarch. Impatient of the flow progrefs of nego- 
tiation, the ardent lover efcaped from his palace, 
and vifited the court of Bav^aria in the train of 
his own embaffy. At the public audience , the 
unknown ftranger advanced to the throne , and 
informed Garibald , that the ambaflador was 
indeed the minifler of ftate , but that he alone 
was the friend of Autharis , who had trufted 
him with the delicate commiflion of making a 
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CHAP, faithful report of the charms of his fpoufe. 

XLV. Thcudelinda was fummoned > to undergo this 
important examination , and after a paufe of 
filcnt rapture , he hailed her' as the queen of 
Italy, and humbly requefted, that, according to 
the cullom of the nation, flie would prefcnt a 
cup of wine to the iirft of her new fubjects. 
By the command of her father, flie obeyed: 
Autharis received the cup in his turn, and, in 
refforing it to the princeCs, he fccretly touched 
her hand , and drew his own linger over his 
face and lips. In the evening, Thcudelinda im- 
parted to her nurfe the indifcrect familiarity of 
the ftranger, and was comforted by the alTurance, 
that fuch boldnefs could proceed only from the 
king her hufband , who , by his beauty and 
courage , appeared worthy of her love. The 
ambadadors were difmilfed: no fooncr did they 
reach the confines of Italy, than .\uth.ari!!, raifing 
himfelf on his horfe, darted his battle-axe againll 
a tree with incomparable flrength and dexterity, 
“ Such , ” faid he to the aftoniflied Bavarians, 
“ fuch are the*fi.rokes of the king of the Lom- 
“ bards. ” On the approach of a French army, 
Garibald and his daughter took refuge in the 
dominions of their ally; and the marriage wa.s 
confummated in the palace of Verona. At the 
end of one year, it was diffolved by the death 
of Autharis: but the virtues of Thcudelinda " 
had endeared her to the nation , and fl)e was 
permitted to beflow, with her hand, the feeptre 
of the Italian kingdom 
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From this fact , as well as from fimilar chap. 
^events it is certain that the Lombards pof- xlv. 
fcired freedom to elet^ their fovereign, and ftnfe t>overjiment. 
to decline the frequent ufe of that dangerous 
privilege. The public revenue arofe from the 
produce of land , and the profits of jnftice. 

When the independent dukes agreed that Au- 
tharis niould afcend the throne of his father , 
they endowed the regal office with a fair moiety 
of tlieir refpcctive domains. The proudeft nobles 
afpired to the honours of fervitude near the 
perfon of their prince ; he rewarded the fidelity 
of his vaffals by the precarious gift of penfiona 
and benefices i and atoned for the injuries of 
war, by the rich foundation of monafleries and 
churches. In peace a judge, a leader in war, he 
never ufurped the powers of a foie and abfolute 
legiflator. The king of Italy convened the national 
affemblies in the palace, or more probably in 
the fields, of Pavia: his great council was com- 
pofed of the perfons moll eminent by their birth 
and dignities; but the validity, as well as the 
execution of their decrees, depended on the 
approbation of the faithful people , the fortunate 
army of the Lombards. About fourfeore years 
after the conquefl of Italy , their traditional 
cuftoms were tranferibed in Teutonic Latin ” , i-aw*, 
and ratified by the confent of the prince and ' 

people; foine new regulations were introduced, 
more fuitable to their p'refent condition ; the 
example of Rotharis was imitated by the wifefl 
of his fuccelTors , and the laws of the Lombards 
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CHAP, have been efteemecl the lead impctfecd of the 
XLV, Barbaric codes Secure by their courage in the 
poflellion of liberty, thefe rude and hafty legifla* 
tors were incapable of balancing the powers of 
the conditution , or ol difculling the nice theory 
of political government. Such crimes as threatened 
the life of the fovereign, or the fafcty of the 
date, were adjudged worthy of death; but their 
attention was principally confined to the defence 
of the perfon and property of the fubjecf. 
According to the drange jurifprudence of the 
times , the guilt of blood might be redeemed 
by a fine; yet the high price of nine hundred 
pieces of gold declares a jud fenfe of the value 
of a fimple citizen. Lefs atrocious injuries, a 
wound , a fradlure , a blow , an opprobrious 
word , were meafured with fcrupulous and 
almod ridiculous diligence; and the prudence of 
the legiflator encouraged the ignoble pradlice of 
bartering honour and revenge for a pecuniary 
compenfation. The ignorance of the Lombards , 
in the date of Paganifm or Chridianity, gav'e 
implicit credit to the malice and mifehief of 
witchcraft ; but the judges of the feventeenth 
century might have been indruded and con- 
founded by the wifdom of Rotharis , who 
derides the abfurd fuperdition, and proteds the 
wretched vidims of popular or judicial cruelty 
The fame fpirit of a legiflator, fuperior to his 
age and country , may be aferibed to Luitprand, 
who condemns , while he tolerates , the impious 
and inveterate abufe of duels “ , obferving from 
' - his 


Digitized by Google 


OF THE ROMAN Empire. 129 

his own experience, that the jufter canfc had chap, 
often been opprefi’ed by fnccefsfiil violence. xLV, 
Whatever ment may be clifeovered in the laws 
of the Lombards , they are the genuine fruit of 
the reafon of the Barbarians, who never admitted 
tlie Bifliops of Italy to a feat in their legiflative 
councils. But the fuccelilon of their kings is 
marked with virtue and ability ; the troubled 
feries of their annals is adorned with fair intervals 
of peace, order, and domeftic happinefs; and 
the Italians enjoyed a milder and more equitable 
government, than any of the other kingdoms 
which had been founded on the ruins of the 
WeRern Empire 

AmidR the arms of the Lombards, and under MiCery of 
the defpotifm of the Greeks, we again enquire^''""' ^ 
into the fate of Rome ”, which had reached, 
about the clofe of the Rxth century , the loweft 
period of her deprefiion. By the removal of the feat 
of empire , and the fucceflive lofs of the provinces , 
the fources of public and private opulence were 
exhauRed ; the lofty tree , under whole fliade the 
nations of the earth had repofed , was deprived 
of its leaves and branches , and the Lrplefs trunk 
was left to wither on the ground. The miniRers 
of command , and the mclfengers of vidory , 
no longer met on the Appian and Flaminian way; 
and tlie hoRile approach of the Lombards was 
often felt and continually feared. The inhabit- 
ants of a potent and peaceful capital, who viRt 
without an anxious thought the garden of the 
adjacent country jvwill faintly picture in their lancy 
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C II A P. the dlftrefs of the Romans : they fliut or opened 
XLV. their gates with a trembling hand , beheld from 
the walls the flames of their houfes, and heard 
the lamentations of their brethren who were cou- 
pled together like dogs , and dragged away into 
diftant flavery beyond the fea and the mountains. 
Such incelfant alarms muff annihilate the pleafures 
and interrupt the labours of a rural life; and the 
Campagna of Rome was fpeedily reduced to 
the ftate of a dreary wildernefs , in which the 
land is barren, the waters are impure, and the 
air is infeeflious. Curiofity and ambition no longer 
attracled the nations to the capital of the world : 
but if chance or neceflity direded the fteps of a 
^ wandering ftrangcr, he contemplated with horror 

the vacancy and folitude of the city, and might 
be tempted to alk, where is the fenate , and 
where are the people. In a feafon of exceflfive 
rains, the Tyber fwelled above its banks, and 
milled with irrefiftible violence into the vallies of 
the feven hills. A pefUlential difeafe arofe from 
the ftagnation of the deluge, and ib rapid was the 
contagion , that fourfeore perfons expired in an 
hour in the midft of a folemn proceflion, which 
implored the ine^cy of heaven ”. A fociety in 
. which marriage is encouraged and induflry pre- 
vails , foon repairs the accidental Ioffes of pefti- 
lence and war ; but as the far greater part of the 
Romans was condemned to hopelefs indigence 
and celibacy , the depopulation was conftant and 
vifible, and the gloomy enthufiafts might expedl 
the approaching failure of the human race Yet 
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the number of citizens ftill exceeded the meafure c H A Pi 
of fubfiftence : their precarious f^od was fupplieci xly. 
from the harvefts of Sicily or Egypt; and the fre- 
quent repetition of famine betrays the inattention 
of the emperor to a dillant province. The edifices 
of Rome were expofed to the fame ruin and decay : 
the mouldering fabrics were eafily overthrown 
by inundations, tempefts , and earthquakes j and 
the monks who had occupied the moft advanta-> 
geous ftations, exulted in their bafe triumph over 
the ruins of antiquity It is commonly believ- 
ed , that pope Gregory the firft attacked thd 
temples and mutilated the flatties of the city; 
that , by the command of the Barbarian , the Pa- 
latine library was reduced to alhes, and that the 
hiftory of Livy was the peculiar mark of his 
abfurd and'mifchievous fanaticifm. The writings 
of Gregory himfelf reveal his implacable averfion 
to the monuments of clallic genius ; and he points 
his fevereft cenfure againfl; the profane learning of 
a bilhop , who taught the art of grammar, ftu- 
died the Latin poets , and pronounced with the 
fame voice the praifes of Jupiter and thofe of 
Chrift. But the evidence of his deftrudlive rage 
is doubtful and recent' tlie Temple of Peace, or 
the theatre of Marcellusi have been demolilhed 
by the flow operation of ages , and a formal pro-* 
fcription would have multiplied the copies of Vir- 
gil and Livy in the countries which were no6 
fubjedl to the ecclefiaftical didator 

Like Thebes, or Babylon, or Carthage , the the (cmrts 
name of Rome rpight have been crazed from the njorti,fc* 
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earth ; if the city had not been animated by a 
vital principle, which again rehored her to ho- 
nour and dominion. A vague tradition was em- 
braced, that two Jewifh teachers, a tent-maker, 
and a fifherman, had formerly been executed in 
tlie circus of Nero , and at the end of five 
liundred years their genuine oi- fictitious relics 
were adored as tlie Palladium of Chriflian Rome. 

1 he pilgrims of the Eafl and Well rclorted to 
the holy threfliold; but the llirincs of the apof- 
tles were guarded by miracles and int*ilible ter- 
rors ; and it was not without fear that the pious 
Catholic approached the object of his worfliip. 
It was fatal if) touch, it was dangerous to be- 
hold, the bodies of the faints; and thofe who 
from the purcfl motives prefumed to diflurb the 
repofe of the fanctuary, were alfnghtcd by vi- 
fions, or puniflied with fudden death. The un- 
reafonablc requefl of an ernprefs, who wiflied to 
deprive the Romans of their facred treafure, the 
liead of St. Paul, was rejected with the deepell 
abhorrence; and the pope all'erted, mod probably 
with truth, that a linen which had been fandili- 
ed in the neighbourhood of his body , or the 
filings of his chain , which it was fometimes eafy 
and fometimes impollible to obtain, polTen'ed an 
etjual degree of miraculous virtue Hut the 
power as well as virtue of the apodles rcfided 
with living energy in the bread of their fuccef- 
fors; and the chair of St. Peter was filled under 
the reign of IVlaurice by the fird and greated of 
the name of Gregory **. His grandfather Felix 
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Iiad liimfelf been pope, nnd as the bifiiops were c h a 
ah'cady bound by the law of celibacy, his con- xr.v. 
fjcration mufl have been preceded by the death 
of his wife. The parents of Gregory, Sylvia , 
and Gordian, were the noblert of the fenate and Uom.m. 
the molt pious of the church of Rome; his female 
relations were numbered among the faints add 
■\ irgins; and his own figure with thofo of his 
father and mother were reprefented near three 
hundred years in a family portrait “, which he 
oftered to the monaltery of St. Andrew. The 
defign and colouring of this picture aftbrd an 
honourable' teftimony , that the art of painting 
was cultivated by the Italians of the fixth centu- 
ry; but the molt abjecfl ideas mufl be entertained 
of their taftc and learning, fince the epiltles of 
Gregory, his fermons , and his dialogues, arc 
the work of a man who was fecond in erudition 
to none of his contemporaries his birth and abi- 
lities had raifed him to the olHcc of pnefedl of,, 
the city, and he enjoyed the merit of renouncing 
the pomp and vanities of this world. His ample 
patrimony was dedicated to the foundation of 
feven monalleiies one in Rome*', and fix in 
Sicily; and it was the widi of Gregory that he 
might lie unknown in this life, and glorious only 
in the next. Yet his devotion, and it might be 
hnccre, purfned the path which would have been 
chofen by a crafty and ambitious Raterman. I'he 
talen'.s of Gregory, and the fplcndour which ac- 
companied his retreat, rendered him dear and 
iifcful to the church; and implicit obedience lias 
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e II A P, been ^ilways inculcated as the firfl duty of a 
XL\;. monk. As foon as he had received the charac- 
ter of deacon, Gregory was fent to relide at the 
Byzantine court, the nuncio or minifter of the 
apoftojic fee; and he boldly affumcd, in the name 
of St, Peter , a tone of independent dignity, 
•which would have been criminal and dangerous 
in the moft illuftrious layman of the empire. He 
returned to Rome with a juft cncreafe of reputa- 
tion , and after a fliort exercife of the monaftic 
virtues, he was dragged from the cloyfter to the 
papal throne, by the unanimous voice of the 
clergy, the fenate, and the people. He alone 
refifted, or feemed to ^efift, his own elevation; 
and his humble petition , that Maurice would be 
pleafed to rejeeft the choice of the Romans , could 
only ferve to exalt his charaefter in the eyes of 
the emperor and the public. When the fatal 
mandate was proclaimed, Gregory folicited the 
^aid of fome friendly merchants to convey him in 
a balket beyond the gates of Rome, and mo- 
deftly concealed himfelf fome days among the 
woods and mountains, till his retreat was difco- 
vered, as it is faid, by a celeftial light. 

Ponfificate of The pontificate of Gregory the Great, which 
crlar'^or* thirteen years fix months and ten days, is 

Kirft,’ one of the moft edifying periods of the hiftory 
A. u. < 90 , of the church. His virtues, and even his faults, 
a!ii>.'< 04! ^ fmgular mixture of fimplicity and cunning, of 
March II. pride and humility,/ of fenfe and fuperftition , 

were happily fuiced to his ftation and to the 
temper of the times. In his rival, the patriarch 
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of Conflantinople , he condemned the Anti-chrif- 
tian title of univcrfal bilhop, which the fuccefTor 
of St. Peter was too haughty to concede , and 
too feeble to alTume; and the ccclefiaftical jurif- 
didion of Gregory was confined to the triple 
charadter of bifliop of Rome, primate of Italy, 
and apofUe of the ^Pefl. He frequently afcended 
the pulpit, and kindled, by his rude though pa- 
thetic eloquence , the congenial paffions of his 
audience: the language of the Jcwilh prophets 
was interpreted and applied, and the minds of 
a people, deprelled by their prefent calamities, 
were direded to the hopes and fears of the in- 
vifible world. His precepts and example defined 
the model of the Roman liturgy the diftribu- 
tion of the parilhes, the calendar of feflivals, the 
order of proceflions , the fervicc of the priefts 
and deacons , the variety and change of facer- 
dotal garments. Till the laft days of his life , 
he officiated in the canon of the mafs , which 
continued above three hours ; the Gregorian 
chant ’* has preferved the vocal and inftrumental 
mufic of the theatre, and the rough voices of 
the Barbarians attempted to imitate the melody 
of the Roman fchool Experience had Ihewn 
him the efficacy of thefe folemn and pompous 
rites, to foothe thediftrefs, to confirm the faith, 
to mitigate the fierccnefs , and to difpel the dark 
enthufiafm of the vulgar, and he readily forgave 
their tendency to promote the reign ofpriefthood 
and fuperftition. The biffiops of Italy and the 
adjacent ifiands acknowledged the Roman pontiff 
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CHAP, as their fpecial metropolitan. Even the exigence, 
XLV. ' the union, or the tranflition of epifcopal feats, 
was decided by his abfolute diferetion: and bis 
fuccefsful inroads into the provinces of Greece, 
' of Spain , and of Gaul , might countenance the 
more lofty pretenfions of fucceeding popes. He 
interpofed to prevent the abufes of popular elec- 
tions; his jealotvs care maintained the purity of 
faith and difeipline, and the apoRolic fliepherd 
• affiduoully watched over the faith and difeipline 
of the fubordinate paftors. Under his reign, the 
Arians of Italy and Spain were reconciled to the 
Catholic church , and the conqueR of Britain 
reflects lefs glory on the name of Ctefar, than 
on that of Gregory the FirR. InRead of fix le- 
gions , forty monks were embarked for that dif- 
tant iRand, and the pontiff lamented the auRere 
duties which forbade him to partake the perils 
of their fpiritual warfare. In lefs than two years 
he could announce to the archbilhop of Alex- 
andria, that they had baptifed the king of Kent 
with ten thoufand of his Anglo-Saxons, and that 
the Roman miffionaries , like thofe of the primi- 
tive church, were armed only with fpiritual and 
fupernatura! powers. The credulity or the pru- 
dence of Gregory was always difpofed to con- 
firm the truths of religion by the evidence of 
ghoRs, miracles, and refnrredions ”, and poReri- 
ty has paid to his memory the fame tribute, 
which he freely granted to the virtue of his own 
or the preceding generation. The celeftial ho- 
nours have been liberally beRowed by the authority 
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of the popes , but Gregory is the lad of their chap. 
own order whom they have prefumed to infcribe XLV. 
in the calendar of faints. 

Their temporal power infenfibly arofe from and temporal 
the calamities of the times : and the Roman 
bifliops , who have deluged liurope and Afia 
with blood , were compelled to reign as the 
miniRers of charity and peace. I. The church 
of Rome, as it has been formerly obferved , 
was endowed with ample polTeHions in Italy , 

Sicily , and the more diRant provinces ; and 
her agents , who were commonly fnbdeacons , 
liad acquired a civil, and even criminal, jurif- 
ditRion over their tenants and huR)andmen. The Mi eftart**,’ , 
fucceffor of St. Peter adminiRcred his patrimony 
with the temper of a vigilant and moderate land- 
lord and the epiRles of Gregory are filled 
with filutary inRrucflions to abRain from doubt- 
ful or vexatious law-fuits; to preferve the inte- 
grity of weights and meafures ; to grant every 
reafonable delay , and to reduce the capitation 
of the flaves of the glebe , who purchafed the 
right of marriage by the payment of an arbitrary 
fine The rent or the produce of thefe eftates 
was tranfported to the mouth of the lybcr, at 
the rilk and expcnce of the pope: in the ufe of 
wealth, he acted like a faithful Reward of the 
church and the poor, and liberally applied to 
their wants, the inexhauRible rcfources of abRi- 
nence and order. The voluminous account of his 
receipts and diibuiTemcnts w'-is kept abot'e three 
hundred years in the Lateran , as the model of 
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Chriftian ccconomy. On the four great feftivals , 
he divided their quarterly allowance to the 
clergy, to his domefiiics, to the monafteries, the 
churches, the places of burial; the alms-houfes 
and the hofpitals of Rome , and the reft of the 
diocefe. On the firft day of every month , he 
diftributed to the poor, according to the feafon, 
their ffated portion of corn, wine, cheefe , veget- 
ables , oil , filh , frefh provifions , clothes , and 
money ; and his treafurers were continually fum- 
moned to fatisfy, in his name , the extraordinary 
demands of indigence and merit. The inftant 
dillrefs of the fick and helplefs, of ftrangers and 
pilgrims, was relieved by the bounty of each 
day, and of every hour; nor would the pontiff 
indulge himfelf in a frugal repafl, till he had 
fent the difhes from his own table to fome objedls 
deferving of his compaflion. The mifery of the 
times had reduced the nobles and matrons of 
Rome to accept, without a blufli , the benevo- 
lence of the church: three thoufand virgins receiv- 
ed their food and raiment from the hand of their 
benefadlor; and many bifhops of Italy efcaped 
from the Barbarians to the hofpitable thrcfhold 
of the Vatican. Gregory might juftly be ftyled 
the Father of his Country ; and fuch was the 
extreme fenfibility of his confcience, that, for 
the death of a beggar who had perillied in the 
ftreets, he interdicted himfelf during feveral days 
from the excrcife of facerdotal fundlions. II- 
'Fhe misfortunes of Rome involved the apofloli- 
oal paftor in the bufinefs of peace and war; and 
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it might be doubtful to himfelf, whether piety 
or ambition prompted him to fupply the place 
of his abfent fovereign. Gregory awakened the 
emperor from a long flnmber, expofed the guilt 
or incapacity of the exarch and his inferior 
miniflers , complained that the veterans were 
withdrawn from Rome for the defence of Spoleto, 
encouraged the Italians to guard their cities and 
altars; and condefeended, in the crifis of danger, 
to name the tribunes, and to direeft the operations 
of the provincial troops. But the martial fpirit 
of the pope was checked by the fcruplcs of 
humanity and religion: the impofition of tribute, 
though it was employed in the Italian war , he 
freely condemned as odious and oppreflive ; 
whim he proteded againfl the Imperial edids, 
the pious cowardice of the foldiers who deferted 
a military for a monaftic life. If we may credit 
his own declarations, it would have been eafy 
for Gregory to exterminate the Lombards by 
their domeftic fadions, without leaving a king, 
a duke, or a count, to fave that unfortunate 
ration from the vengeance of their foes. As a 
Chriftian bifhop, he preferred ^the falutary offices 
of peace; his mediation appealed the tumult of 
arms; but he was too confeious of the arts of 
. the Greeks, and the paffions of the Lombards, 
to engage his facred promife for the obfervance 
of the truce. Difappointed in the hope of a 
general and lading treaty, he prefumed to fave 
his country without the confent of the emperor 
or the exarch. The fword of the enemy was 
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CHAP, fiifpcnded over Rome; it was averted by the 

xi.v. . mild eloquence and feafonable gib's of the pontift’, 

The faviout wlio Commanded the reff)ect of heretics and 
of Kome. -i-, , ■ r,-, • c L- i 

barbarians. 1 he merits or Cjregory were treated 

by the Byzantine court with reproach and infult; 

but in the attachment of a grateful peojjlc, he 

found the pureft reward of a citizen, arid the 

beft rieht of a fovcreipai 
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CHAP. XLVI. 


Revolutions of Fcrfia after the Death of Chofrocs nr 
Nitshirvan. — His Son Hornioiiz , a Ti/rant , is de- 
pofed. — Ufit, nation of Bahrain. — Flight and Rejlo- 
ration of Chofrocs II. — His Gratitude to the Romans. 

— The Chagan of the Avars. — Revolt of the Army < 

againjl Maurice. — His Death . — Tyranny rf Phocos . — 

Elevation of Her aclius. — The Pcrjhin I Ear. — Chofroes 
fubdues Syria, Egypt, and AJia Minor. — Siege of 
Conjiantinople by the Perfans and Avars — Pet pan 
Expeditions . — p'uiories and Triumph of Her aclius. 

T HE conflid of Rome and Perfia was pro- chap. 
longed from the death of Cr-ifTiis to the reign of xr.vr. 
Heraclius. An experience of feven hundred years Contfii of 
might convince the rival nations of the iinpoili- 
bility of maintaining their conqueRs beyond the 
fatal limit.s of the Tigris and Faiphrates. Yet the 
emulation of Trajan and Julian was awakened 
by the trophies of Alexander, and the fovereigns 
of Perfia indulged the ambitious hope of rcRor- 
ing the empire of Cyrus Such extraordinary 
efforts of power and courage will always com- 
mand the attention of pofterity ; but the events 
by which the fate of nations is not materiulJy 
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Yemen by 
Nu^hirvan , 
A. D. 170, 
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changed, leave a faint imprclTion on the page 
of hiftory, and the patience of the reader would 
be exhaufted by the repetition of the fame hofti- 
lities , undertaken without caufe , profecuted 
without glory, and terminated without effed. 
The arts of negociation , unknown to the fimple 
greatnefs of the fenate and the Ciefars , were affi- 
duoufly cultivated by the Byzantine princes; and 
the memorials of their perpetual embaflles ’ re- 
peat, with the fame uniform prolixity, the lan- 
guage of falfehood and declamation , the info- 
lencc of the Barbarians , and the fervile temper 
of the tributary Greeks. Lamenting the barren 
fuperfluity of materials , I have ftudied to com- 
prefs the narrative of thefe uninterefting tmnf- 
adions : but the juft Nuflurvan is ftill applauded 
as the model of Oriental kings , and the ambition 
of his grandfon Chofroes prepared the rev'ol'ution 
of the Eaft, which was fpcedily accomplilhed 
by the arms and the religion of the fuccelTors 
of Mahomet. 

In the ufelefs altercations , that precede and 
juftify the quarrels of princes, the Greeks and the 
Barbarians accufed each other of violating the 
peace which had been concluded between the two 
empires about four years before the death of 
Juftinian. The fovercign of Perfia and India 
afpired to reduce under his obedience the pro- 
vince of Yemen or Arabia * Felix , the diftant 
land of myrrh and frankincenfe , which had efcaped, 
rather than oppofed , the conquerors of the Eaft. 
After the defeat of Abrahah under thq walls of 
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Mecca, the difcord of his fons and brothers gave chap. 
an eafy entrance to the Perfians : they chaced the xlvi. 
ftrangers of Abyflinia beyond the Red Sea; and 
a native prince of the ancient Homerites was 
reftored to the throne as the vaffal or viceroy 
of the great Niifliirvan But the nephew of 
Juftinian declared his refolution to avenge the in- 
juries of his Chriftian ally the prince of Abyflinia, 
as they fuggefted a decent pretence to difcontinue 
the annual tribute^ which was poorly difguifed 
by the name of penfion. The churches of Perf- 
armenia were opprefled by the intolerant fpirit 
of the Magi ; they fecretly invoked the protedlor 
of the Chriftians, and after the pious murder of 
their fatraps, the rebels were avowed and fup- 
ported as the brethren and fubjedls of the Roman 
emperor. The complaints of Nufliirvan were 
difregarded by the Byzantine court; Juftin yield- 
ed to the importunities of the Turks, whooffered 
an alliance againft the common enemy ; and the 
Pcrfian monarchy was threatened at the fame 
inftant by the united forces of Piurope, of /Ethio- 
pia, and of Scythia. At the age of fourfeore; 
the fovereign of the Eaft would perhaps have 
chofen the peaceful enjoyment of his glory and 
greatnefs : but as foon as war became inevitable, 
he took the fiefd with the alacrity of youth, whilfl; 
the aggreflbr trembled in the palace of Conftan- a. i>. 57a, 
tinople. Nufliirvan, or Chofroes, condoefled in 
perfon the fiege of Dara; and although that im- 
portant fortrefs had been left deftitute of troops 1 
and magazines, the valour of the inliabitants reflfled 
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CHAP, above fi\e months the avchcrs, the elephants, 
XLVi. and the military engines of the great king. In 
the mean while his general Adarm;m advanced 
from Babylon, trav'erfed the defert, palled the 
Euphrates, infulted the Exhtirbs of Antioch, re- 
duced to allies the city of Apamea , and laid the 
fpoils of Syria at the feet of his maffer, whofe 
perfeverance in the midll of winter at length 
fubverted the bulwark of the Eall. But thefe 
lolfes , which alloniflied the provinces and the 
court, produced a falutary eflect in the repent- 
ance and abdication of the emperor Juflin ; a new 
Ipirit arofe in the Byzantine councils; and a truce, 
of three years was obtained by the prudence of 
Tiberius, That feafonable interval was employed 
in the preparations of war; and the voice of ru- 
mour proclaimed to the world, that from the 
diltant countries of the Alps and the Rhine, from 
Scythia, JVlxfia , I’annonia, Illyricum, and Ifau- 
ria, the ftrength of the Imperial cavalry was rein- 
forced with one hundred and fifty thoufand fol- 
diers. Yet the king of Eerlia , without fear, or 
without faith, refolved to prevent the attack of 
the enemy : again palled the Euphrates, and dif- 
mififing the amballadors of Tiberius, arrogantly 
commanded them to await his arrival at Cafarca, 
the metropolis of the Cajxpadocian provinces. 

^ The two armies encountered each other in the 
battle of IMcJitene: the Barbarians, who darken- 
ed the air with a cloud of arrows, prolonged their 
line, and extended their wings acrofs the plain; 
while the Romans, in deep and folid bodies, 

expected 
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expeded to prevail in cloferadlon, by the weight 
of their fwords and lances. A Scythian chief, 
who coinmanded their right wing, fuddenly turn- 
ed the flank of the enemy , attacked their rear- 
guard in the prefence of ChofrOes, penetrated to 
the raidft of the c.amp, pillaged the royal tent, 
profaned the etern.al fire , loaded a train of camels 
with the fpoils of Afia, cut his way through the 
Perfian hofl, and returned with fongs of vidory 
to his friends, who had confumed the day in Angle 
combats or ineffedual fltirmifhes. The darknefs of 
the night, and the reparation of the Romans, 
afforded the Perfian monarch an opportunity of 
revenge ; and one of their camps was fwept away 
by a rapid and impetuous alhiult. But the review 
of his lofs, and the confcioufnefs of his danger, 
determined Chofroes to a fpeedy retreat: heburnt^ 
in his paflage, the vacant town of Melitene; and, 
without confulting the fafety of his troops, boldly 
fwam the Euphrates on the back of an elephant. 
After this unfuccefsful campaign , the want of 
^ magazines, and perhaps fome inroad of the Turks, 
obliged him to difband or divide his forces; the 
Romans were left mafters of the field, and their 
general Juflinian , advancing to the relief of the 
Perfarmenian rebels, eredcd his ftandard on the 
banks of the Araxes. The great Pompey had 
formerly halted within three days march of the 
Cafpian ’ : that inland fea was explored , for the 
firft time , by an hoflile fleet ‘, and feventy thou-» 
fand captives were tranfplanted from Hyrcanla tot 
the ifle of Cyprus. On tlie return of fpring, 
VoL. VllL L 
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Juftinian dcfcended into the fertile plains of Afl^^- 
ria, the flames of war approached the refidence 
of Nulhirvan , the indignant monarch funk into 
the grave , and his lafl edict reftrained his fuc- 
ceflbrs from expofing their perfon in a battle 
againft. the Romans.- Yet the memory of this 
tranfient affront was loft in the glories of a long 
reign; and his formidable enemies, after indulg- 
ing their dream of conqueft, ag;iin folicited a 
fliort ref|)ite from the calamities of war 

The throne of Chofrocs Nufliirvan was filled 
by Hormouz, or Hormifdas, the eldeft or the 
moft favoured of his fons. W^ith the kingdoms 
of Perfia and India, he inherited the reputation 
and example of his father, the fervice, in every 
rank , of his wife and valiant officers , and a 
general fyftem of adminiftration , harmonifed by 
time and political wifdom to promote the hap- 
pinefs of the prince and people. But the royal 
youth enjoyed a ftill more valuable blelling, the 
friendfliip of a fage who h.ad prefided over his 
education , and who always preferred the honour 
to the intereft of his pupil , his intereft to his' 
inclination. In a difpute with the Greek and 
Indian philofophers , Buzurg * had once main- 
tained, that the moft grievous misfortune of life 
is old age without the remembrance of virtue ; 
and our candour will prefume that the fame 
principle compelled him , during dirce years , to 
dired the councils of the Pcrfian empire. His 
zeal was rewarded by the gratitude and docility 
of Hormouz , >vho ackno\vlcdged himfelf more 
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indebted to bis preceptor than to his parent : but chap. 
when age and labour had inipaired the ftrength XLVU 
and perhaps the faculties of this prudent coun- 
felior, he retired from court, and abandoned 
the youthful monarch to his own paflions and 
thofe of his favourites. By the fatal vicillitude 
of human alEiirs, the fame fcencs were renewed 
at Ctefiphon , which had been exhibited in 
Rome after the death of ISlarcus Antoninus. 

The minifters of flattery and corruption, who had 
been baniflied by the father, were recalled and 
cherilbed by the fon; the difgrace and exile of 
the friends of Nufhirvan effablifhed their tyranny; 
and virtue was driven by degrees from the mind 
of Hormouz , from his palace , and from the 
government of the ftatc. The faithful agents , 
the eyes and ears of the king, informed him of 
the progrefs of diforder, that the provincial 
governors flew to their prey with the fiercenefs 
of lions and eagles , and that their rapine and 
injuftice would teach the moil loyal of his fub- 
jeebs to abhor the name and authority of their 
fovereign. The fmcerity of this ad\dce was 
punifiied Vv'ith death, the murmurs of the cities 
were defpifed , their tumults were quelled by 
military execution; the intermediate powers be- 
tween the throne and the people were abolifhed; 
and the childifh vanity of Hormouz, who affedl- 
cd the daily ufe of the tiara, was fond of de- 
claring, that he alone would be the judge as 
well as the inafter of his kingdom. In every 
word, and in every adion, the fon of Nufhirvan 
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CHAP, degenerated from the virtues of his father. His 
xtvi. avarice defrauded the troops ; his jealous caprice 

degraded the fatraps: the palace, the tribunals, 
the waters of the Tigris, were ftained with the 
blood of the innocent , and the tyrant exulted in 
the fufferings and execution of thirteen thoufand 
vidlims. As the excufe of his cruelty, he fome- 
times condefeended to obferve, that the fears of 
the Perfians would be produdlive of hatred, and 
that their hatred muft terminate in rebellion; but 
he forgot that his own guilt and folly had in- 
fpired the fentirrients which he deplored, and 
prepared -the event which he fo jufUy appre- 
hended. Exafperated by long and hopclefs op- 
prelTion, the provinces of Babylon, Sufa, and 
Carmania , ereefted the flandard of revolt; and 
the princes of Arabia, India, and Scythia, rfi- 
fnfed the cuftomary tribute to the unworthy 
fucccOTor of Nulhirvan. The arms of the Ro- 
mans, in flow fieges and frequent inroads, afflidl- 
ed the frontiers of Mefopotamia and Aflyria; 
one of their generals profefTcd himfelf the dif- 
ciple of Scipio , and the foldiers were animated 
by a miraculous image of Chrifl;, whofe mild 
afpeeb fliould never hav'e been difplayed in the 
front of battle *. At the fame time, the eaftem 
provinces of Perfia were invaded by the great 
khan, who pafled the Oxus at the head of 
three or four hundred thoufand Turks. The 
imprudent Hormouz accepted their perfidious 
and formidable aid ; the cities of Khorafan or 
Eacbriana were commanded to open tlieir gates ; 
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the march of the Barbarians towards the moun- chat. 
tains of Hyrcania, revealed the correfpondence xlvi. 
of the Turkilh <ind Roman arms} and their 
union miifl have fubvcrted the throne of the 
houfe of Saffan. 

Perfia had been loft by a king ; it was faved 
by an hero. After his revolt , Varanes or a. d. 190 . 
Bahram is ftigmatifed .by the fon of Hormoiiz 
as an ungrateful flave : the proud and ambiguous 
reproach of defpotifm , fince he was truly dc- 
fcended from the ancient princes of Rei one 
of the feven families whofe fplendid, as wejl as 
fubftantial , prerogatives exalted them above the 
beads of the Perfian nobility ”. At the fiege of 
Dara , the valour of Bahram was fignalifed 
under the eyes of Nufhirvan, and both the father 
and fon fuccefliv'ely promoted him to the com- 
mand of armies, the government of Aledia, and 
the fuperintendence of the palace. 7 'he popular 
predidtion which marked him as the deliverer 
of Perfta, might be infpired by his paft viiftories 
and extraordinary figure: the epithet Giubin is 
expreflive of the quality of dry wood ; he had the 
ftrength and ftature of a giant, and his favage 
countenance was fancifully compared to that of 
a wild cat. While the nation trembled , while 
Hormouz difguifed his terror by the name of 
fufpicion, and his fert'anLs concealed their dif- 
loyalty under the mafk of fear, Bahram alone 
difplayed his undaunted courage and apparent 
fidelity : and as foon as he found that no more 
than twelve thoufand foldiers would follow fi'ni 
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CHAT, againn: the enemy, lie prudently declared, that 
XLVI, to this fatal number heaven had referved the 
honours of the triumph. The ftcep and narrow 
defcent of the Pule Rudbar ” or Hyrcanian rock, 
is the only pafs through which an army can 
penetrate into the territory of Rei and the plains 
of Media. From the commanding heights , a 
band of refolute men might overwhelm with 
flones and darts the myriads of the Turkifh hoft : 
their emperor and his fon were tranfpierced with 
arrows ; and the fugitives were left , without 
counfel or provifions, to the revenge of an in- 
jured people. The patriotifm of the Perfian 
general was ftimulated by his affedbion for the 
city of his forefathers; in the hour of vdclory 
every peafant became a foldier , and every fol- 
dier an hero ; and their ardour was kindled 
by the gorgeous fpedacle of beds, and thrones, 
and tables of malfy gold, the fpoils of Afia, 
and the luxury of the hoftile camp. A prince 
of a lefs malignant temper could not eafily 
have forgiven his benefador , and the fecret 
hatred of Hormouz was envenomed by a malicir 
ous report, that Bahram had privately retained 
the moft precious fruits of his Turkifh vidory. 
But the approach of a Roman army on the fide 
of the Araxes compelled the implacable tyrant to 
fmile and to applaud ; and the toils of Bahram 
were rewarded with the permiflion of encounter- 
ing a new enemy, by their fltill and difeipline 
more formidable than a Scythian multitude. 
Elated by his recent fuccefs, he difpatched an 
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Iierakl with a bold defiance to the camp of the chap. 
Romans, rcquefting them to fix a day of battle, XLVr. 
and to chufc whether they would pafs the river 
themfclv'cs , or allow a free palTage to the arms 
of the great king. The lieutenant of the em- 
peror IVIaurice preferred the fafer alternative, 
and this local circumftance, which would have 
enhanced the viiJlory of the Perfians , rendered 
their defeat more bloody and their efcape more 
difficult. But the lofs of his fubjedls , and the 
danger of his kingdom, were overbalanced in 
the mind of Hormouz by the difgrace of his 
perfonal enemy; and.no fooner had Bahram col- 
Icdted and reviewed his forces, than he received ‘ 
from a royal meffenger the infulting gift of a 
dillaft, a f])inning- wheel , and a complete fuit 
of female apparel. Obedient to the will of his 
fovereign , he fliewed himfelf to the foldiers in 
this unworthy difguife: they refented his igno- 
miny and their own: a fliout of rebellion ran 
through the ranks, and the general accepted 
their oath of fidelity and vows of revenge. A 
fecond meffenger , who had been commanded to 
bring the rebel in chains, was trampled under 
the feet of an elephant, and manifeftos were Hit teUi- 
diligently circulated , exhorting the Perfians to 
affert their freedom againft an odious and con- 
temptible tyrant. The defedtion was rapid and 
univerfal : his loyal flaves were facrificed to the 
public fury ; the troops deferted to the flandard 
of Bahram ; and the provinces again faluted the 
deliverer of his country. • 
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As the paffes were faithfully guarded , Hor^ 
mouz could only compute the number of his 
enemies by the teftimony of a guilty confcience, 
and the daily defedion of thofe who , in the 
hour of his diftrefs, avenged their wrongs, or 
forgot their obligations. He proudly difplayed 
the enfigns of royalty ; but the city and palace 
of Modain had already efcaped from the hand 
of the tyrant. Among the vie^lims of his cruelty, 
Bindocs, a SalTanian prince, had been cafl: into 
a dungeon : his fetters were broken by the zeal 
and courage of a brother; and he flood before 
the king at the head of thofe trufty guards , 
who had been chpfen as the miniflers of his 
confinement, and perhaps of his death. Alarmed 
by the hafty intrufion and bold reproaches of 
the captive, Hormouz looked round, but in 
vain, for advice or afliftance; difeovered that 
his ftrerigth confifted in the obedience of others, 
and patiently yielded to the fingle arm of 
Bindoes, who dragged him from the throne to 
the fame dungeon in which he himfelf had been 
fo lately confined. At the firll tumult, Chofroes, 
the eldeft of the fons of Hormouz, efcaped from 
the city; he was perfuaded to return by the 
prefling and friendly invitation of Bindoes, who 
promifed to feat him on his father’s throne , and 
who expe<fled to reign under the name pf an 
inexperienced youth. In the juft; alfurance, that 
his accomplices could neither forgive nor hope 
to be forgiven, and that every Perfian might 
be tfufted as the judge and en^my of the tyrant, 
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he inftituted a public trial without a precedent 
and without a copy in the annals of the Haft. 
The fon of Nufhirvan , who had lequefted to 
plead in his own defence, was introduced as a 
criminal into the full alTembly of the nobles and 
fa traps He was heard with decent attention 
as long as he expatiated on the advantages of 
order and obedience, the danger of innovation, 
and the inevitable difeord of thofe who had 
encouraged each other to trample on their lawful 
and hereditary fovcrcign. By a pathetic appeal 
to their humanity, he extorted that pity whicli 
is feldom refufed to the fallen fortunes of a king; 
and while they beheld the abjedl pofture and 
fqualid appearance of the prifoner, his tears, his 
chains, and the marks of ignominious ftripes, it 
was impoffible to forget how recently they had 
adored the divine fplendour of his diadem and 
purple. But an angry murmur arofe in the 
affembly as foon as he prefumed to vindicate 
his condudl, and to applaud the viAories of his 
reign. He defined the duties of a king, and the 
Perfian nobles liftened with a fmile of contempt; 
they were fired with indignation when he dared 
to vilify the charader of Chofroes ; and by the 
indifereet offer of refigning the feeptre to the 
fecond of his fons , he fubferibed his own con- 
demnation , and facrificed the life of his innocent 
favourite. The mangled bodies of the boy and 
his mother were expofed to the people ; the 
eyes of Hormouz were pierced with a hot needle; 
^nd the punifhment Of tlac father >Yas fucceeded 
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by the coron.'ition of bis elded fon. Chofrocs 
had afeended the throne without guilt , and bis 
piety drov'e to alleviate the mifery of the abdi- 
cated nionarch ; from the dungeon he removed 
Hormouz to an apartment of the palace, fupplied 
with liberality the confolations of fenfual enjoy- 
ment, and patiently endured the furious fallies of 
his refentment and dcfpair. He might defpife the 
refentment of a blind and unpopular tyrant, but 
the tiara was trembling on his head , till he 
could fubvert the power, or acquire the friend- 
lliip , of the great Bahrain , who dernly denied 
thejudice of a revolution, in which himfclf and 
his foldiers , the true reprefentatives of Perfia , 
had never been confulted. The offer of a general 
amnedy, and of the fecond rank in his kingdom, 
was anfwered by an epidle from Bahram friend 
of the gods, conqueror of men, and enemy of 
tyrants , the fatrap of fatraps , general of the 
Perfian armies, and a prince adorned with the 
title of eleven virtues He commands Chofroes , 
the fon of Hormouz, to fliun the example and 
fate of his father, to confine the traitors who 
had been rcleafed from their chains, to depofit 
in fome holy place the diadem which he had 
ufurped , and to accept from his gracious bene- 
fadlor the pardon of his faults and the government 
of a province. The rebel might not be proud, 
and the king mod affuredly was not humble ; 
but the one was confeious of his drength , the 
other was fenfible of his weaknefs ; and even the 
rnoded language of his reply dill left room for 
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treaty and reconciliation. Chofroes led into the chap. 
field the flaves of the palace and the populace of xlvi. 
the capital : they beheld with terror the banners 
of a veteran army; they were encompalTed and - 
furprifed by the evolutions of the general; and 
the fatraps who had depofed Hormouz, received 
the punilhment of their revolt, or expiated their 
flrfl treafon by a fecond and more criminal ad: 
of dilloyalty. The life and liberty of Chofroes 
were faved , but he was reduced to the neceffity.. 
of imploring aid or refuge in fome foreign land ; 
and the implacable Bindoes , anxious to fccure 
an unqueftionable title, hallily returned to the ucath of 
palace, and ended, with a bow-firing , the 
wretched exillence of the fon of Nufhirvan 

While Chofroes difpatched the preparations of Chofroes flies 
his retreat, he deliberated' with his remaining 
friends '* , whether he fliould lurk in the vallies 
of Mount Caucafus , or fly to the tents of the 
Turks, or folicit the protedion of the emperor. 

The long emulation of the fucceffors of Arta- 
xerxes and Conftantine encreafed his reludance 
to appear as a fuppliant in a rival court; but he 
weighed the forces of the Romans, and pmdently 
conlidered , that the neighbourhood of Syria 
would render his efcape more eafy and their 
fuccours more effedual. Attended only by his 
concubines , and a troop of thirty guards , he 
fecretly departed from the capital, followed the 
banks of the Euphrates, traverfed the defert , 
and halted at the diftance of ten miles from 
Circefuim. About the third watch of the night, 
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CHAP, the Roman praefedl was informed of his approach, 
XLVi. and he introduced the royal ftranger to the 
fortrefs at the dawn of day. From thence the 
king of Perfia was conduced to the more 
honourable refidence of Hierapolis ; and Maurice 
dilTembled his pride, and difplayed his benevo- 
lence , at the reception of the letters and 
ambaffadors of the grandfon of Nufhirvan. They 
humbly reprefented the viciffitudes of fortune 
and the common intereft of princes, exaggerated 
the ingratitude of Bahram the agent of the evil 
principle , and urged , with fpecious argument, 
that it was for the advantage of the Romans 
themfclves to fupport the two monarchies which 
' balance the world, the two great luminaries by 
whofe falutary influence it is vivified and 
adorned. The anxiety of Chofroes was foon 
relieved by the affCirance, that the emperor had 
cfpoufed the caufe of juftice and royalty; but 
Maurice prudently declined the expence and 
delay of his ufelefs vifit to v Conflantinople. In 
the name of his generous benefador , a rich 
diadem was prefented to the fugitive prince with 
an ineftimable gift of jewels and gold; a power- 
ful army was alTembled on the frontiers of Syria 
and Armenia, under the command of the v'aliant 
and faithful Narfes ”, and this general, of his 
own nation, and his own choice, was diretled 
to pafs the Tigris, and never to (heath his fword 
till he had rellored Chofroes to the throne of 
his anceftors. The enterprife, however fplendid, 
was lefs arduous than it might appear. Perfia 
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had already repented of her fatal ralhnefs , which chap. 
betrayed the heir of the houfe of Saffan to the xlvi. 
ambition of a rebellious fubjedl; and the bold 
refufal of the Magi to confecrate his ufurpation, 
compelled Bahram to alTume the feeptre, regard- 
lefs of the laws and prejudices of the nation. 

The palace was foon diftradled with confpiracy, 
the city with tumult, the provinces with infur- 
redion; and the cruel execution of the guilty 
and the fufpedled, ferved to irritate rather than 
fubdue the public difeontent. No fooner did the 
grandfon of Nulhirvan difplay his own and the 
Roman banners beyond the Tigris, than he w.as 
joined, each day, by the encreafing multitudes 
of the nobility and people ; and as he advanced, 
he received from every fide the grateful offerings 
of the keys of his cities and the heads of his 
enemies. As foon as Modain was freed from the 
prefence of the ufurper , the loyal inhabitants 
obeyed the firft fummons of Mebodes at the 
head of only two thoufand horfe , and Chofroes 
accepted the facred and precious ornaments of 
the palace as the pledge of their truth and a 
prefage of his approaching fuccefs. After the 
jundion of the Imperial troops , which Bahram 
vainly flruggled to prevent , the contefb was 
decided by two battles on the banks of the Zab, 
and the confines of Media. The Romans, with and final 
the faithful fubjeds of Perfia, amounted to fixty 
thoufand, while the whole force of the ufurper 
did not exceed- forty thoufand men : the two 
generals fignalifed their valour and ability , but 
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the vidory was finally determined by the preva^ 
Ic'hce of numbers and difcipline. With the 
remnant of a broken army, Bahrara fled towards 
the eaftern provinces of the Oxus: the enmity of 
Eerfia reconciled him’ to the Turks 5 but his 
days were flrortened by poifon, perhaps the moft 
incurable of poifons; the flings of remorfe and 
defpalr, and the bitter remembrance of loft glor)". 
Yet the modern Ferfians flill commemorate the 
exploits of Bahram ; and fome excellent laws 
have prolonged the duration of his troubled and 
traniitory reign. 

The refloration of Chofroes was celebrated 
with feafls and executions; and the mufic of the 
royal banquet was often difturbed by the groans 
of dying or mutilated crimipals. A general par- 
don might have diftufed comfort and tranquillity 
through a country which had been fhaken by 
the late revolutions ; yet , before the fiinguinary 
temper of Chofroes is blamed , we fhould leafa 
whether the Ferfians had not been accuftomed 
either to dread the rigour, or to defpife the 
weaknefs, of their fovereign. The revolt of 
Bahram , and the confpiracy of the fatraps , were 
impartially puniflted by the rev'enge or juftice of 
the conqueror ; the merits of Bindoes himfelf 
could not purify his hand from the guilt of 
royal blood ; and the fon of Hormouz was 
defirous to aflert his own innocence and to vin- 
dicate the fandlity of kings. During the vigour 
of the Roman power , feveral princes were feated 
oir tlie throne of Ferfia by the arms and the 
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authority of the firft Cxfars. But their new 
fubjedls were foon dif^ufted with the vices or 
virtues which they had imbibed in a foreign 
land ; the inflability of their dominion gave birth 
to a vulgar obferv’^ation , that the choice of 
Rome was folicited and rcjeded with equal ardour 
by the capricious levity of Oriental flaves 
But the glory of Maurice was confpicuous in the 
long and fortunate reign of his fon and his ally. 
A band of a thoufand Romans, who continued 
to guard the peifon of Chofroes , proclaimed his 
confidence in the fidelity of the ftrangers ; his 
growing ftrength enabled him to difmifs this 
unpopqlar aid, but he fiteadily profelTed the fame 
gratitude and reverence to his adopted father; 
and till the death of Maurice , the peace and 
alliance of the two empires were faithfully main- 
tained. Yet the mercenary friend/hip of the 
Roman prince had been purchafed • with coftly 
and important gifts : the ftrong cities of Martyro- 
polis and Dara were reftored, and the Perfar- 
menians became the willing fubjcds of an empire, 
whofe caftern limit was extended, beyond the 
example of former times, as far as the banks of 
the Araxes and the neighbourhood of the Cafpian. 
A pious hope was indulged, that the church as well 
as the ftate might triumph in this revolution : but if 
Chofroes had fmcerely liftened to the Chrillian 
bilhops, the impreflion was crazed by the zeal 
and eloquence of the Magi: if he was armed 
with philofophic indifference , he accommodated 
his belief, or rather his profeflions , to the various 
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CHAP, clfeurnflances of an exile and a fovereign, Tht 
XLVl. imaginary, converfion of the king of Perfia was 
. reduced to a local and fuperftitious veneration 
for Sergius one of the faints of Antioch , 
who heard his prayers and appeared to him in 
dreams ; he enriched the flirine with offerings of 
gold and filver, and afcribed to this invifible 
patron the fucccfs of his arms , and the pregnancy 
of Sira, a devout Chriftian and the beft beloved 
of his wives The beauty of Sira, or Schirin 
her wit , her mufical talents , are Hill famous in 
the hiftory or rather in the romances of the 
Eaft : her own name is expreflive , in the Perfian 
tongue, of fweetnefs and grace; and the epithet 
of Parvia alludes to the charms of her royal 
lover. Yet Sira never fliared the pafTion which 
Ihe infpired , and the blifs of ChoHoes was tor- 
tured by a jealous doubt, that while he pofTcffed 
her perfon , fhe had bellowed her affedions on a 
meaner favourite 

priiTe, policy. While the majefty of the Roman name was 
the "hagan I'cvived in the Eaft , the profped of Europe is 
of the Avars, Icfs pleafing and lefs glorious. By the departure 
of the Lombards, and the ruin of the Gepidae , 
4 ,.. ’ the balance of power was deftroyed on the Da- 

nube ; and the Avars fpread their permarient 
dominion from the foot of the Alps to the fea- 
coaft of the Enxine. The reign of Baian is the*^ 
brighteft sera of their monarchy ; their chagan , 
who occupied the ruftic palace of Attila, appears 
to have imitated his charader and policy ; but 
as the fame fccnes were repeated in a fmaller 

circle , 
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circle , a minute rcprefentation of the copy 
would be devoid of the greatnefs and novelty of 
the original. The pride of the fecond Juftin, 
of Tiberius, and Maurice, was humbled by a 
proud Barbarian , more prompt to inflict , than 
expofed to fufter , the injuries of war ; and as 
often as Al'ia was threatened by the Perfian 
arms , Europe was opprefTed by the dangerous 
inroads , or coRly friendfliip , of the Avars 
’U''hen the Roman envoys approached the prefence 
of the chagan, they were commanded to wait at 
the door of his tent, till, at the end perhaps of 
ten or twelve days , he condefeended to admit 
them. If the fnbftance or the ftyle of their 
meliage was ofienfive to his ear, he infulted, 
with real or aflcifted luiy, their own dignity, 
and that of their prince ; their baggage was 
plundered, and their lives were only faved by 
the promife of a richer prefent and a more 
refpedful addrefs. But Jiis facred ambafladors 
enjoyed and abufed an unbounded licence in the 
midft of Conflantinople : they urged, with im- 
portunate clamours , the increafe of tribute , or 
the reftitution of captives and deferters; and the 
ina)cfly of the empire was almoft equally degrad- 
ed by a bafe compliance, or by the falfe and 
fearful excufes , with which dicy eluded fuch 
infolent demands. The chagan had never fecn an 
elephant; and his curiolity was excited by the 
flrange, and perhaps fabulous , portrait of that 
wonderful animal. At his command, one of the 
laroeil elephants of the Imperial ftablcs yfus 
VoL. Vlll. i\l 
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C’h’a p. equipped \vith ftately caparifons, and conduced 
xLVi. by a numerous train to the royal village in the 
plains of Hungary. He furveyed the enormous 
bead with furprife j with difguft , and pofllbly 
with terror; and fmiled at the vain induftry of 
the Romans , who , in fearch- of fuch ulelefs 
rarities, could explore the limits of the land and 
fea. He wiflied, at the expence of the emperor j 
to repofe in a golden bed. The \vealth of 
Conftantinople , and the flcilful diligence of her 
artifts , were inftantly devoted to the gratification 
of his caprice ; biit when the work was finilhed , 
he rejected with fcorn a prefent fo unworthy the 
majerty of a great king Thefe were the 
cafual fallies of his pride, but the avarice of the 
chagan was a more fteady and tradlable paflion : 
a rich and regular fupply of filk apparel , furni- 
ture , and plate , introduced the rudiments of art 
and luxury among the tents of the Scythians; 
their appetite was llimulated by the pepper and 
cinnamon of India “ ; the annual fubfidy or tri- 
bute was railed from fourfeore to one hundred 
and twenty thoufand pieces of gold ; and after 
each hoftile interruption , the payment of the 
arrears , with exorbitant • intelteft , was always 
made the firft condition of the new treaty. In 
the language of a Barbarian , without guile , the 
prince of the Avars affeded to complain of the 
infincerity of the Greeks “ , yet he was not in- 
ferior to the moft civ'ilized nations in the refine- 
• ments of diflimulation and perfidy. As the fuc- 
ceffor of the Lombards, the chagan aUerted his 
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claim to the important city of Sirmium , the 
ancient bulwark of the Illyrian provinces The 
plains of the Lower Hungary were covered with 
the Avar horfe , and a fleet of large boats was 
built in the Hercynian wood, to defcvnd the 
Danube, and to tranfport into the Save the ma. 
terials of a bridge. But as the ftrong garrifon of 
Singidunum, which commanded the conflux of 
the two rivers , might have flopped their paffage 
and baffled his defigns , he difpelled their apprc- 
henfions by a folemn oath , that his views were 
not hoflile to the empire. He fwore by his fword , 
tlie fymbol of the god of war, that he did not, 
as the enemy of Rome , conflrudl a bridge upon 
the Save. “ If I violate my oath , ” puifued the 
intrepid Baian, “ may I myfelf, and the lafl of 
“ my nation , perilh by the fword! may the 
“ heavens, and fire, the deity of the heavens , fall 
“ upon our heads! may the forefls and moun- 
“ tains bury us in their ruins ! and the Save 
returning, againfl the laws of nature, to his 
* fource , overwhelm us in his angry waters ! ’’ 
After this barbarous imprecation , he calmly 
enquired, what oath was moft facred and vene- 
rable among the Chriftians , what guilt of perjury 
it was moft dangerous to incur.. The bifliop of 
Singidunum jirefented the gofpcl , which tlie 
chagan received with devout reverence. “ I fwear, ’’ 
faid he, “ by the God who has fpoken in this 
“ holy book , that I have neither falfeJiood on 
“ my tongue nor treachery in my heart. ” As 
foon as hi vufe from Ins knees, he accelerated 
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CHAP, the labour of the bridge , and difpatched an env^oy 
xiVi. to proclaim what he no longer wiflied to con- 
ceal. “ Inform the emperor , ” faid the perfidious 
Baian , “ that Sirmium is inverted on every fide. 

Advife his prudence to withdraw the citizens 
“ and their eftedls, and to refign a city which it 
“ is now impoflible to relieve or defend. ” With- 
out the hope of relief, the defence of Sirmium 
was prolonged above three years: the walls were 
ftill untouched ; but famine was inclofed within 
the walls , till a merciful capitulation allowed the 
efcape of the naked and hungry inhabitants. 
Singidunum, at the dirtance of fifty miles, ex- 
perienced a more cruel fate : the buildings were 
razed, and the vanquilhed people was condemned 
to fervitude and exile. Yet the ruins of Sirmium 
arc no longer vifible ; the .advantageous fituation 
of Singidunum foon attraifled a new colony of 
Sclavonians , and the conflux of the Save and 
Danube is rtill guarded by the fortifications of 
Belgrade, or the White City ^ io often and fo 
obrtinately difputed by the Chrirtian and 
Turkifli arms ”. From Belgrade to the walls 
of C onrtantinople a line may be meafured of 
fix hundred miles: that line was marked with 
flames and with blood ; the horfes of the Avars 
were alternately bathed in the Euxine and the 
Adriatic ; and the Roman pontiff, alarmed by the 
approach of a more favage enemy , was reduced 
to cherifh the Lombards as the proteclors of Italy. 
The defpair of a captive , whom his country 
relufed to ranfom , difclofed to the Avars the 
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invention ^nd praclice of military engines , but c h a Pi 
in the tirll attempts , they were rudely framed , XLVii 
and awkwardly managed; and the refiflance of 
Diocletianopolis and Benea’, of Philippopolis and 
Adiianople , foon exhaufted the fkill and patience 
of the bcfiegers. The warfare of Raian was that 
of a Tartar, yet his mind was fufceptible of a 
humane and generous fcntinient : he fpared 
Anchialus , whofe falutary waters had reftored 
the health of the beft beloved of his >vives; and 
the Romans confefs, that their flarving army 
was fed and difmifTed by the liberality of a foe. 

His empire extended over Hungary , Poland , and 
Pruffia, from the mouth of the Danube to that 
of the Oder ” ; and his new fubjecfls were divided 
and tranfplanted by the jealous policy of the 
conqueror The eaftern regions of Germany, 
which had been left vacant by the emigration of 
the Vandals, were repleniflied with Sclavoniaii 
colonifts; the fame tribes are difeovered in the 
neighbourhood of the Adriatic and of the Baltic, 
and with the name of Baian himfelf, the Illyrian 
cities of Neyfs and Lilfa are again found in the 
heart of Silefia. In the difpofition both ’of his 
troops and provinces , the chagan expofed the 
valTals, whofe lives he difregarded ”, to the firll 
affault; and the fwords of the enemy were blunted 
before they encountered the native valour of 
the Avars. 

The Perfian alliance reflorcd the troops of the wars of 
Eaft to the defence of Europe; and IVIaurice, 
who had fupported ten years the infolencc of the Avars 
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chagan, declared his refolution to march inperfon 
againft; the Barbarians. In the fpace of two cen- 
turies , none of the fucceffors of Theodofius had 
appeared in the field their lives were fupinely 
fpent in the palace of Conftantinople ; and the 
Creeks could no longer underftand , that the 
name of emperor , in its primitive fenfe , denoted 
the chief of the armies of the republic. The martial 
ardour of Maurice was oppofed by the grave 
flattery of -the fenate, the timid fuperftition of 
the patriarch , and the tears of the emprefs 
Conftantina ; and they all conjured him to devolve 
on fome meaner general the fatigues and perils 
of a Scythian campaign. Deaf to their advice and 
entreaty, the emperor boldly advanced feven 
miles from the capital ; the facred enfign of the 
crofs was difplayed in the front, and Maurice 
reviewed , with confeious pride ■, the arms and 
numbers of the veterans who had fought and 
conquered beyond the Tigris, Anchialus was 
the lafl term of his progrefs by fea and land ; he 
folicited , without fuccefs , a miraculous anfwer 
to his nodlurnal prayers j his mind was confounded 
by the death of a favourite horfe, the encounter 
of a wild boar, a ftorm of wind and rain, and 
the birth of a monftrous child; and he forgot th.at 
the beft of omens is, to uniheath our fwordin 
the defence of our country Under the pretence 
of receiving the ambaiTadors of Perfia , the 
empqror returned to Conftantinople, exchanged 
the thoughts of war for thofe of devotion , and 
difappoinced the public hope by his abfence and 
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the choice of his lieutenants. The blind partiality 
of fraternal love might excufe the promotion of 
his brother Peter, who fled with equal difgrace 
from the Barbarians, from his own foldiers, and 
from the inhabitants of a Roman city. That city, 
if we may credit the relTemblance of name and 
charadler, was the famous Azimuntium '* , which 
had alone repelled the tempeft of Attiia. The 
example of her warlike youth was propagated to 
fucceeding generations ; and they obtained, from 
the firft or the fecond Juflin , an honourable 
privilege, that their valour Iboiild be always 
referved for the defence of their native country. 
The brother of Maurice attempted to violate this 
privilege, and to mingle a patriot band with the 
mercenaries of his camp ; they retired to the church, 
he was not awed by the fandlity of the place; the 
people rofe in their caufe, the gates were fliut, 
•the ramparts were manned ; and the cowardice of 
Peter was found equal to his arrogance and injuftice. 
The military fame of Commentiolus is the 
objed of fatire or comedy rather than of ferious 
hiftory , fince he was even deficient in the vile 
and vulgar qualification of perfonal courage. 
His folemn councils , ftrange evolutions, and 
fecret orders , always fupplied an apology for 
flight or delay. If he marched againfl the enemy, 
the pleafant vallies of mount Hxmus oppofedan 
jnfuperable barrier ; but in his retreat , he explor- 
ed, with fearlefs curiofity, the moft difficult and 
obfolete paths , which had almoft efcaped the 
memory of the oldeft native. The only blood 
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which he loft was drawn , in a real or affefted 
malady , by the lancet of a furgeon ; and his 
health , which felt with exqiiilite fenfibllity the 
approach of the Barbarians , was uniformly reftored 
by the repofc and fafety of the winter feafon. A 
prince who could promote and fupport this 
unworthy favourite muft derive no glory from 
the accidental merit of his colleague Prifcus 
,In five fucceftive battles, which feem to have 
been conduded with fkill and refolution, feven- 
teen thoufand two hundred Barbarians were made 
prifoners : near fixty thoufand, with four fons of 
the chagan , were flain : the Roman general furprif- 
cd a peaceful diftrid of the Gepidae , who flept 
under the protedion of the Avars ; and his laft 
.trophies were ercded on the banks of the Danube 
and the Teyfs. Since the death of Trajan , the 
arms of the empire had not penetrated fo deeply 
into the old Dacia: yet the fuccefs of Prifcus was 
tranfieiit and barren ; and he was foon recalled , 
by the apprehenfion , that Baian, with dauntlefs 
fpirit and recruited forces, was preparing to 
a\ enge his defeat under the wails of Conftanti- 
uopJe 

' 1 he theory of war was not more familiar to 

the camps of Cxfar and Trajan, than to thofe of 
Juftinian and Maurice The iron of Tufcany 
or Pontus ftill received the keeneft temper from 
the fkill of the Byzantine workmen. The maga- 
zines were plentifully ftorcd with every fpecies o-f 
offenfive and defenfive arms. In the conftrudion 
ajtU ufe of fhips, engines, and fortifications, the 
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Barbarians admired the fuperior ingenuity of a 
people whom they fo often vanquiflied in the 
field. The (cience of tactics, the order, evolu- 
tions, and ftratagems of antiquity , was tranferibed 
and ftudied in the books of the Greeks and 
Romans. But the folitude or degeneracy of the 
provinces could no lonj*«T fupply a race of men 
to handle thofe. weapons , to guard thofc walls , 
to nav'igate thofe lliips, and to reduce the theory 
of war into bold and fuccefsful pradlice. The 
genius of Belifarius and Narfes had been formed 
without a mailer, and expired without a difciple. 
Neither honour, nor patriotifm , nor generous 
fuperftition, could animate the lifelefs bodies of 
Haves and ftrangers , who had fuccceded to the 
honours of the legions ; it was in the camp alone 
that the emperor Ihould have exefeifed a defpotic 
command ; it was only in the camps that his 
authority was difobeyed and infulted : he appeafed 
and inflamed with gold the licentioufnefs of the 
troops ; but their vices were inherent , their 
vidlorics were accidental , and their coftly main- 
tenance exhaufted the fubftance of a Hate which 
they were unable to defend. After a long and 
pernicious indulgence, the cure of this inveterate 
evil was undertaken by Maurice : but the ralh 
attempt, which drew deftruefion on his own 
head, tended only to aggravate the difcafe. A 
reformer fliould be exempt from the fnfpicion of 
intereft, and he mulf poffefs the confidence and 
efteem of thofe whom he propofes to reclaim/ 
The troops of Maurice might liften to the voice. 
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of a vidorlous leader ; they difdained the ad- 
monitions of ftatefmen and fophids, and when 
they received an edid which deduded from their 
pay the price of their arms and clothing, they 
execrated the avarice of a prince infenfible of the 
dangers and fatigues from which he had cfcaped. 
The camps both of Afia and Europe were agitated 
with frequent and furious feditions the enraged 
foldiers of EdefTa purfued , with reproaches , with 
threats , with wounds , their trembling generals : 
they overturned the ftatues of the emperor, call 
ftones againftthe miraculous image ofChrift, and 
either rejeded the yoke of all civil and military 
laws , or inftituted a dangerous model of vo- 
luntary fubordination. The monarch , always 
diflant and often deceived , was incapable of 
yielding or perfifting according to the exigence 
of the moment. But the fear of a general revolt 
induced him too readily to accept any ad of 
valour , or any expreflion of loyalty , as an atone- 
ment for the popular offence; the new reform 
was abolifhed as haftily as it had been announced, 
and the troops, inftead of punifliment and reflraint, 
were agreeably furprifed by a gracious proclama- 
tion of imiriunities and rewards. But the foldiers 
accepted without gratitude the tardy and re- 
ludant gifts of the emperor; their infolence was 
elated by the difeovery of his weaknels and their 
own ftrength; and their mutual hatred was in- 
flamed beyond the defire of forgivenefs or the 
hope of reconciliation. The hiftorians of the 
times adopt the vulgar fufpicion , that Maurice 
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coiifplred to deflroy the troops wliom he had chap. 
laboured to reform •, the mifconducfl and favour of xlvi. 
Commentlolus are imputed to this malevolent 
defign; and every age muft condemn the inhu- 
manity or avarice ** of a prince, who, by the 
trifling ranfom of fix thoufand pieces of gold, 
might have prevented the maffacre of twelve 
thoufand prifoners in the hands of the chagan. 

In the juft fervour of indignation , an order was «•>'!- 
fignified to the army of the Danube , that they *‘®“' 
fliould fpare the magazines of the province , and 
eftablifh their winter - quarters in the hoftile 
country of the Avars. The meafurc of their 
grievances was full : they pronounced Maurice 
unworthy to reign, expelled or, flaughtered his 
faithful adherents, and, under the command of 
Phocas, a fimple centurion, returned by hafty 
marches to the neighbourhood of Conftantinople. 

After a long feries of legal fucceffion , the Eieftioa of 
military diforders of the third century were d. 
again revived ; yet fuch was the novelty of the oaober. 
enterprife , that the infurgents were awed by their 
own rafhnefs. They hefitated to inveft their 
favourite with the vacant purple, and while they 
rejedled all treaty with Maurice himfelf, they 
held- a friendly correfpondence with his fon 
Theodofius, and with Germanus the father-in- 
law of the royal youth. So obfeure had been 
the former condition of Phocas , that the emperor 
was ignorant of the name and charadler of his 
rival: but as foon as he learned , that the cen- 
turion , though bold in fedition , ^ya.s timid ia 
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the face of danger, Alas!” cried the dcfpond-* 
ing prince, “ if he is a coward, he will finely be 
“ a murderer, 

Yet if Conftantinople had been firm and faith>- 
ful, the murderer might have fpent his fury 
againft; the walls ; and the reb.l army would 
have been gradually confumed or reconciled by 
the prudence of the emperor. In the games of 
the circus , which he repeated with unufual 
pomp , Maurice difguifed with frniles of con- 
fidence the anxiety of his heart , condcfcendcd to 
folicit the applaufe of the yi!ifl:cns , and flattered- 
their pride by accepting from their refpcdlive 
tribunes a lift of nine hundred 6/ues apd fifteen 
hundred greens , whom he affected to efteem as 
the folid pillars of his throne. Their treacherous 
or languid fupport betrayed his weaknefs and 
haftened his fall ; the green fadlion were the 
fecret accomplices of the rebels , and the blues 
recommended lenity and moderation in a conteft 
■with their Roman brethren. 7'he rigid and 
parfimonious virtues of Maurice had long fince 
alienated the hearts of his fubjects: as he walked 
barefoot in a religious proccflion, he was rudely 
»ffaulted with ftones , and his guards were 
compelled to prefent their iron maces in the 
defence of his perfon, A fanatic monk ran through 
the ftrects with a drawn fword , denouncing 
againft him the wrath and the fentence of God, 
and a vile plebeian, who reprefented his conn, 
tenance and apparel , was feated on an afs , and 
pmfued by the imprecaiions of the multitude 
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The emperor fiifpedled the popularity of Ger- 
tnanus with the foldicrs and citizens; he feared, 
he threatened , but he delayed to ftrike ; the 
patrician fled to the landuary of the church ; the 
people rofe in his defence, the walls were deferted 
by the guards , and the lawlefs city was abandon- 
ed to the flames and rapine of a nodurnal tumult, 
lira fmallbark, the unfortunate Maurice, with 
his wife and nine children, efcaped to the Afiatic 
fliore, but the violence of the wind compelled 
him to land at the church of Su Autonomus 
near Chalcedon , from whence he difpatched 
Theodofius , his eldeft fon, to implore the gra- 
titude and fricndlhip of the Perfian monarch. For 
himfelf, he refufed to fly: his body was tortured 
with fciatic pains ■*’ , his mind was enfeebled by 
fuperftition ; he patiently awaited the event of 
the revolution , and addreflcd a fervent and 
public prayer to the Almighty, that the punilh- 
ment of his fins might be infliclcd in this world , 
rather than in a future life. After the abdication 
of Maurice , the two factions difputed the choice 
of an emperor ; but the favourite of the blues 
was rejeded by the jealoufy of their antagonifts, 
and Germanus himfelf was hurried along by the 
crowds, who ruflied to the palace of Hebdomon , 
feven miles from the city , to adore the majelly 
of Phocas the centurion. A modeft wilh of 
refigning the purple to the rank and merit of 
Germanus was oppofed by his rcfolutioiij more 
obftinatc and equally fmcere : the fenate and 
clergy obeyed his fummons , and as foon as the 
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Chap, patriarch was aflured of his orthodox belief, he 
XL VI. confecrated the fiiccefsful ufurper in the church 
of St. John the Baptift. On the third day, 
amidft the acclamations of a thoughtlefs people , 
Phocas made his public entry in a chariot drawn 
by four white horfes : the revolt of the troops 
was rewarded by a lavifh donative , and the new 
fovereign , after vifiting the palace, beheld from 
his throne the games of the hippodrome. In a 
difpute of precedency between the two fadlions, 
his partial judgment inclined in favour of the 
greens. " Remember that Maurice is ftill alive , ” 
refounded from the oppofite fide; and the in- 
difcreet clamour of the blues admonifhed and 
ftimulated the cruelty of the tyrant. The mi- 
nifters of death were difpatched to Chalcedon: 
they dragged the emperor from his fanduary: 
and the five fons of Maurice were fuccelfively 
murdered before the eyes of their agonizing 
Death of parent. At each flrokc which he felt in his 
his*7hn!ircn**, heart , he found ftrength to rebearfe a pious 
A. D. «o 2 , ejaculation: “ Thou art jufi, O Lord , and thy 
ifuv. 3.. ,4 judgpients are righteous. ” And fuch , in the 

laft moments , was his rigid attachment to truth 
and juftice, that he revealed to the foldiers the 
pious falfehood of a nurfe who prefcnted her own 
child in the place of a royal infant The tragic 
fcene was finally clofed by the execution of the 
emperor himfclf iii the twentieth yc.ar of his reign 
and the fixty- third of his age. The bodies of 
' the father and his five fons were call into the 

fea , their heads were expofed at Conftantinoplc 
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to the infuks or pity of the multitude , and it chap. 
was not till fome figns of putrefadlion had appear- xtvi. 
cd, that Phocas connived at the private burial 
of thefe venerable remains. In that grave , the 
faults and errors of Maurice were kindly interred. 

His fate alone was remembered ; and at the end 
of twenty years , in the recital of the hiftory of 
Thcophyladl , the mournful tale was interrupted 
by the tears of the audience 

Such tears muft have flowed in fecret , and Phoca* em. 
fuch companion would have been criminal, under 
the reign of Phocas , who was peaceably acknow- Nov. Z3 — 
ledged in the provinces of the Eaft and Weft, 

The images of the emperor and his wife Leontia 
■were expofed in the Lateran to the veneration of 
the clergy and fenate of Rome , and afterwards 
depofited in the palace of the Cscfars, between 
thofe of Conftantine and Theodofius. As a 
fubjetft and a Chriftian , it was the duty of 
Gregory to acquiefce in the eftablilhed govern- 
ment , but the joyful applaufe with which he 
falutes the fortune of the aflaftin , has fullied, 
with indelible difgrace , the charaifter of th*fainL 
The fucceffor of the apoftles might have inculcated 
with decent firmnels the guilt of blood , and the 
neceffity of repentance: he is content to celebrate 
the deliverance of the people and the fall of the 
opprelTor ; to rejoice that the piety and benignity 
of Phocas h.ave been raifed by Providence to the 
Imperial throne, to pray that his hands may be 
ftrengthened againft all his enemies; and to ex- 
prels a wilh> perhaps a prophecy, that, ^fter a 
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long and triumphant reign , lie may be trans- 
ferred from a temporal to an everlafling kingdom 
I have already traced the fteps of a revolution fo 
pleafing , in Gregory’s opinion , both to heaven 
and earth ; and Phocas does not appear lefs hateful 
in the exercife than in the acquifition of power. 
The pencil of an impartial hiftorian has delineated 
the portrait of a nionfter ; his diminutive and 
Alcformed perfon , the clofenefs of his fhaggy 
eye-bcows, his red hair, his beardlefs chin, and his 
cheek disfigured and difcoloured by a lormidable 
fear. Ignorant of letters , of laws, and even. of 
arms, he indulged in the fupreme rank a more 
ample privilege of lull; and drunkennefs, and his 
brutal plcafures were either injurious to his fub- 
jedts or difgraceful to himfclf. Without affuming 
the office of a prince, he renounced the profeflioii 
of a foldier; and the reign of Phocas afflicled 
I'iurope with ignominious peace, and Afia with 
defolating war. His favage temper was inflamed 
by pallion, hardened by fear , ex.'.fperated by 
relillance or reproach. 'I'he flight of Theodofius 
to tl^“ Peilian court had been intercepted by a 
rapid jiurfuit , or a deceitful mcllage : he was 
beheaded at Nice , and the laft hours of the 
young prince were foothed by the comforts of 
religion and the confcioiifnefs of innocence. Yet 
bis phantom diflurbed the repofe of the ufurper : 
a whifper was circulated through the Fall, that 
the foil of Alaurice was fiiil alive: the people 
expected their avenger, and the widow and 
daughters of the late emperor would ,h.ave adopted 

as 
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as their fon and brother the vileft of mankind, c ii k p. 
In die maifacre of the Imperial family’", the mercy , xlvi. 
or rather the difcretion , of Phocas had fpared 
thefe unhappy females, and they were decently- 
confined to a private houfe. But the fpirit of 
the emprefs Conftantina , , ftill mindful of her 
father , her hufband , and her fons , afpired to 
freedom and revenge. At the dead of night, file 
efcaped to the fanduary of S. Sophia ; but her 
tears, and the e:o!d of her alTociate Germanus, 
w'ere infufficient to provoke an infurredion. Her 
life was forfeited to revenge , and even to juftice: 
but the patriarch obtained and pledged an oath 
for her fafety ; a monaftery was allotted for her 
prifon , and the widow of iVl-aurice accepted and 
abufed the lenity of his allalfin. The difcovery 
or the fufpicion ofafecond confpiracy, diffolved 
the engagements and rekindled the fury of Phocas. 

A matron who commanded the refped and pity 
of mankind, the daughter, wife, and mother of 
emperors, was tortured like the vileft malefador, 
to force a confclfion of her defigns and alTociates; 
and the emprefs Conftantina , with her three in- 
nocent daughters , was beheaded at Chalcedon , and tyranny, 
on the fame ground which had been ftained with 
the blood of her huflrand and five fons. After 
fuch an example, it would be fuperfluous to 
enumerate the names and fufferiiigs of meaner 
vidlims. Their condemnation was feldom preced- 
ed by the forms of trial, and their punifhment 
was embittered bv the refinements of cruelty: 
their eyes were pierced, their tongues were toro 
VoL. VIII. - N 
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from the root, the hands and feet were amputat- 
ed ; fome expired under the lafli , others in the 
flames, other? again were transfixed with arrows; 
and a fimple fpeedy death was mercy which they 
could rarely obtain. The hippodrome thefacred 
afylura of the pleafures and the liberty of the 
Romans , was polluted with heads and limbs , and 
mangled bodies ; and the companions of Phocas 
were the moft fenfible , that neither his favour, 
nor their Xervices , could protedl them from a tyrant, 
the worthy rival of the Caligulas and Domitians 
of the firft age of the empire”. 

A daughter of Phocas, his only child, was 
given in marriage to the patrician Crifpus” , and 
the royal images of the bride and bridegroom 
were indifcreetly placed in the circus , by the fide 
of the emperor. The father mull defire that his 
pofterity fhould inherit the fruit of his crimes , but 
the monarch was offended by this premature and 
popular affociation the tribunes of the green 
fadion , who ^c^cufed the officious error of their 
fculptors, were condemned to inftant death: their 
dives were granted to the prayers of the people; 
but Crifpus might reafonably doubt, whether a 
jealous ufurper could forget and pardon his invo- 
luntary competition. The green fadion was alienat- 
ed by the ingratitude of Phocas and the lofs of 
their privileges; every province of the empire 
was ripe for rebellion ; and Heraclius , exarch of 
Africa, perfifted above two years in refufing all 
tribute and obedience to the centurion who dif- ' 
graced the throne of Conftantinople. By the fccret 


Digitized by Googl 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 179 

emiffaries of Crifpus and the fenate , the independ- 
ent exarch was folicited to fave and to govern 
his country : but his ambition was chilled by age, 
and he refigned the dangerous enterprife to his 
fon Heraclius, and to Nicetas , the fon of Gregory 
his friend and lieutenant. The powers of Africa 
were armed by the two adventurous youths ; they 
agreed that the one fliould navigate the fleet from 
Carthageito Conftantinople , that tire other fliould 
lead an army through Egypt and Afia , and that 
the Imperial purple fliould be the reward of dili- 
gence and fuccefs. A faint rumour of their under- 
taking was conveyed to the ears of Phocas , and 
the wife and mother of the younger Heraclius 
were fecured as the hoftages of his faith : but the 
treacherous art of Crifpus extenuated the difltant 
peril , the means of defence were negleclcd or 
delayed, and the tyrant fupinely flept till the 
African navy caft anchor in the Hellefpont. Their 
ftandard was joined at Abydus by the fugitives 
and exiles who thirfted for revenge ; the fliips of 
Heraclius, whofe lofty mafts were adorned with 
the holy fymbols of religion” , fleered their 
triumphant courfe through the Propontis ; and 
Phoc as beheld from the windows of the palace, 
his approaching and inevitable fate. The green 
fadlion was tempted, by gifts and promifes, to 
oppofe a feeble and fruitlefs rcfiftance to the land- 
ing of the Africans; but the peofHe, and even 
the guards , were determined by the well-timed 
defedion of Crifpus ; and the tyrant was feized 
by a private enemy, who boldly invaded the 
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folitude of the palace. Stripped of the diadem 
and purple, clothed in a vile habit, and loaded 
with chains , he was tranfported in a fmall boat 
to the Imperial galley of Heraclius , who reproach- 
ed him with the crimes of his abominable reign. 
“ AV^ilt thou govern better ? ” were the laft words 
of the defpair of Phocas. After fuftering each 
variety of infult and torture , his head was fever- 
ed from his body, the mangled trunk was cafl: 
into the flames, and the fame treatment was inflidt- 
ed on the ftatues of the vain ufurper and the 
feditious banner of the green fadtion. The voice 
of the clergy, thefenate, and the people, invited 
Heraclius to afeend the throne which he had pu- 
rified from guilt and ignominy ; after fome grace- 
ful hefitation, he yielded to their entreaties. 
His coronation was accompanied by that of his 
wife Eudoxia; and their pofterity, till the fourth 
generation , continued to reign over the empire of 
the il^aft. The voyage of Heraclius had been 
eafy and profperous, the tedious march of Nicetas 
was not. accomplifhed before the decifion of the 
conteft : but he fubmitted without a murmur to 
the fortune of his friend, and his laudable inten- 
tions were rewarded with an equeflrian flatuc, 
and a .daughter of the emperor. It was more 
difficult to truft the fidelity of Crifpus , whofc 
recent fervices were recompenfed by the command 
of the Cappadocian army. His arrogance foon 
provoked , and feemed to excufe , the ingratitude 
of his new fovereign. In the prcfcnce of the 
Icnate , the fon-in-law' of PhoCas was condemned 
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to embrace the monaftic life ; and the fentcnce was chap. 
juftified by the weighty obfervation of Heraclius, xlvi. 
that the man who had betrayed his father, could 
never be faithful to his friend'*. 

Even after his death the republic was affiidlcd Chofroe* in- 
by the crimes of Phocas, which armed with ° 

pious caufe the mod formidable of her enemies, a. d. 603, 
According to the friendly and equal forms of the 
Byzantine and Perfian courts, he announced his 
exaltation to the throne; and his ambaflador Li- 
lius, who had prefented him with the heads of 
Maurice and his fons , was the bed qualified to 
deferibe the circumdances of the tragic fccne 
However it might be varnifhed by fidion or fo- 
phidry, Chofroes turned with horror from the 
aflalTin, imprifoned the pretended envoy, difclaimed 
the ufurper, and declared himfelf the avenger of his 
father and benefador. The fentiments of grief and 
refentment which humanity would feel, and honour 
would didate, promoted, on this occafion, the 
intered of the Perfian king; and his intered was 
powerfully magnified by the national and reli- 
gious prejudices of the Magi and fatraps. In a 
drain of artful adulation , which affumed the 
language of freedom, they prefumed to cenfure 
the excefs of his gratitude and fricndfliip for the ^ . 
Greeks; a nation with whom it was dangerous 
to conclude either peace or alliance; whofe fuper- , 
dition was devoid of truth and judicc, and who 
mud be incapable of any virtue, fince they could 
perpetrate the mod atrocious of crimes , the im- 
pious murder of their fovereign ’*. For the crime 
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chap, of an ambitious centurion, tbe nation which he 
XLvi. opprefTed was chaftifed with the calamities of war; 
and the fame calamities, at the end of twenty 
years, were retaliated and redoubled on the heads 
of the Pcrfians The general who had reftored 
Chofroes to the throne ftill commanded in the 
EafI; and the name of Narfes was the formidable 
found with which the Affyrian mothers were ac- 
cnftomed to terrify their infants. It is not im- 
probable, that a native fubjedl of Perfia fbould 

- encourage his mafter and his friend to deliv'cr 

and polTcfs the provinces of Afia. It is ftill more 
probable, that Chofroes ftiould animate his troops 
by the affurance that the fword which they 
dreaded the moft would remain in its fcabbard, 
or be drawn in their favoifr. The hero could 
not depend on the faith of fi tyrant; and the 
tyrant was confcious how little he deferved the 
obedience of an hero: Narfes was removed from 
his military command; he reared an independent 
ftandard at Hierapolis in Syria: he was betrayed 
by fallacious promifes, and burnt alive in the 
market-place of Conftantinople. Depriv'cd of 
the only chief whom they could fe,ar or efteem, 
the bands which he had led to vicflory were 
twice broken by the cavalry, trampled by the 
elephants, and pierced by the arrows of the B,ar- 
barians; and a great number of the captives were 
beheaded on the field of battle by the fentence 
of the vidlor, who might juftly condemn thefe 
feditious mercenaries as the authors or accom- 
plices of the death of jVlaurice. Under the reign 
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of Phocas , the fortifications of Merdin , Dara , Chap. 
Amida, and.EdelTa, were fuccefifively befieged, xtvi. 
reduced, and deflroyed, by the Perfian monarch ^ 
be paffed the Euphrates , occupied the Syrian conqucft 
cities, Hierapolis, Chalcis, and Berrhaea or Alep- d. ei’i. 
po, and fpon encompaffed the walls of Autioch 
with his irrefiftible arms. The rapid tide of fuc- 
eefs difclofes the decay of the empire, the inca- 
pacity of Phocas, and the difaffedlion of his fub- 
jccls; and Chofroes provided a decent apology 
for their fubmiflion or revolt, by an impoftor 
who attended his camp as the fon of Maurice 
and the lawful heir of the monarchy. 

The firft intelligence from the Eaft which Hera» 
clius received ”, was that of the lofs of Antioch ; 
but the aged metropolis, fo often overturned. by 
earthquakes and pillaged by the enemy, could 
fupply but a fmall and languid flream of treafure 
and blood. The Perfians were equally fuccefsful 
and more fortunate in the fack of Csefarea, the 
capital of Cappadocia ; and as they advanced 
beyond the ramparts of the frontier, the boundary 
of ancient war, they found a lefs obflinatc re- 
fiftance and a more plentiful haiveft. The pleafant 
vale of Damafeus has been adorned in every age 
with a royal city: her obfeure felicity has hitherto 
cfcaped the hiftorian of the Roman empire: but 
Chofroes repofed his troops in thC paradife of 
Damafeus before he afeended the hills of Libanus, 
or invaded the cities of the Plicenician coa-ft. The of Paiedintr, 
conqueft of Jerufiilera which had been medi» A. D. 6i4« 
tated by Nulhirvan, was atchieved by the zeal 
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and avarice of his jgrandfon ; the ruin of the 
proudeft monument of Chriftianity. was vehe- 
mently urged by the intolerant fpirit of the Magi; 
and he could, enlift, for this holy warfare, an 
army of fix and twenty thoufand Jews, whofc 
furious bigotry might compenfate, ia fome de- 
gree; for the want of valour and difcipline. Af- 
ter the redudlion of Galilee, and the region beyond 
the Jordan, whofe refiftance appears to have de- 
layed the fate of the capital , Jerufalem itfelf was 
taken by affault. The fepulchrc of Chrill, and 
the ftately churches of Helena and Conftantine , 
were confumed , or at lead damaged , by the 
flames ; the devout offerings of three hundred 
years were rifled in one facrilegious day; the 
patriarch Zachariah , and the true crofs , were 
tranfported into Perfia; and the rnaffacre of ninety 
thoufand Chriftians is imputed to the Jews and 
Arabs who fwelled the diforder of the Perfian 
march. The fugitives of Palefline, were enter- 
tained at Alexandria by the charity of John the 
archbifhop, who is diflinguiflied among a crowd 
of faints by the epithet of almfgiver *' : and the 
revenues of the church , w’ith a treafure of three 
hundred thoufand pounds, were reftored to the 
true proprietors, the poor of every country and 
every denomination. But Egypt itfelf, the only 
province which had been exempt, fince the time 
of Diocletian, from foreign and domeflic war, 
was again fubdued by the fucceffors of Cyrus. 
Pclufium, the key of that impervious country, 
was furprifed by the cavalry of the Perfians: they 
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pafTcd, with impunity, the innumerable channels chap. 
of the Delta , and explored the Jong valley of xlvi. 
the Nile , from the pyramids of Memphis to the 
coniines of yEthiopia. Alexandria might have 
been relieved by a naval force, but the arch- 
bifhop and the praefedl embarked for Cyprus; and • 
Chofrocs entered the fecond city of the empire, 
which ftill preferved a wealthy remnant of in- 
duftry and commerce. His weftern trophy was 
credled, not on the walls of Carthage **, but ill 
the neighbourhood of Tripoli: the Greek colo- 
nies of Cyrene were 'finally extirpated; and the 
conqueror , treading in the footlleps of Alex- 
ander, returned in triumph through the fands of 
the Lybian defert. In thcTame campaign, another of Ana Mi- 
army advanced from the Euphrates to the Thra- "“*■ • 
cian Bofphorus ; Chalcedon furrendered after a * ’ 

long fiege, and a Perfian camp was maintained 
above ten years in the prefence of Conflantinople. 

The fea-coaft of Pontus , the city of Ancyra, 
and the iflc of Rhodes, are enumerated among 
the lad conquefts of the great king ; and if 
Chofroes had pofTelTed any maritime power, his 
boundlefs ambition would have fpread flavery 
and defolation over the provinces of Europe. 

From the long-difputed banks of the* Tigris Hit reign 
and Euphrates, the reign of the grandfon of Nulh- j"^^™**"*** 
irvan was fuddenly extended to the Hellcfpont 
and the Nile, the ancient limits of the Perfian 
monarchy. But the provinces , which had been 
fafhioned by the habits of fix hundred years to 
the virtues and vices of the Roman government. 
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CHAP, fiipported with reluctance the yoke of the Bar- • 
XLVI. barians. The idea of a republic was kept alive 
by the inflitutions, or at leaf!; by the writings^ 
of the Greeks and Romans, and the fubjetfls of 
Heraclius had been educated to pronounce the 
words of liberty and law. But it has always 
been the pride and policy of Oriental princes, to 
difplay the titles and attributes of their omnipo- 
tence; to upbraid a nation of flaves with their true 
name and abjecfl condition , and to enforce , by 
cruel and infolent threats, the rigour of their al> 
folute commands. The Chriftians of the Eaft were 
fcandalized by the worlhip of fire, and the im- 
pious doctrine of the two principles; the Magi 
were not lefs intolerant than the bilhops, and 
the martyrdom of fome native Perfians, who had 
deferted the religion of Zoroafter was conceiv- 
ed to be the prelude of a fierce and general per- 
fecution. By the opprefifive laws of Juflinian, the 
adverfaries of the church were made the enemies 
of the Bate; the alliance of the Jews, Neflorians^ 
and Jacobites , had contributed to the fuccefs of 
Chofroes , and his partial favour to the feclaries 
provoked the hatred and fears of the Catholic 
clergy. Confeious of their fear and hatred , the 
Perfian- conqueror governed his new fubjedls with 
an iron feeptre ; and as if he fufpefted the (lability 
of his dominion, he exhatilled their wealth by 
exorbitant tributes and licentious rapine, de- 
fpoilcd or demolifhed the temples of the Eaft, and 
tranfported to his hereditary realms the gold, the 
fjlver, the precious marbles, the arts, and the 
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artifts of the Afiatlc cities. In the obfcure pic- 
ture of the calamities of the empire it is not 
eafy to difcern the figure of Chofroes himfelf, to 
feparate his adlions from thofe of his lieutenants, 
or to afcertain his perfonal merit in the general 
blaze of glory and magnificence. He enjoyed 
with oftentation the fruits of vidlory, and fre- 
quently retired from the hardfhips of war to the 
luxury of the palace. But in the fpace of twenty- 
four years, he was deterred by fuperftition or 
refentmenf from approaching the gates of Ctefi- 
phon : and his favourite refidence of Artemita 
or Daftagerd , was fituate beyond the Tigris , 
about fixty miles to the north of the capital 
The adjacent paftures were covered with flocks 
and herds: the paradife or park was replenifhed 
with pheafants, peacocks, oftriches, roebucks, 
and wild boars , and the noble game of lions 
and tygers was fometimes turned loofe for the 
bolder pleafures of the chace. Nine hundred and 
fixty elephants were maintained for the ufe or 
fplendour of the great king: his tents and bag- 
gage were carried into the field by twelve thou- 
fand great camels and eight thoul'and of a ftnaller 
fize “ : and the royal ftables were filled with fix 
thoufand mules and horfes, among whom the 
names of Shebdiz and Barid are renowned for 
their fpeed or beauty. Six thoufand guards fuc- 
ceffively mounted before the palace gate; the 
fervice of the interior apartments was performed 
by twelve thoufand flaves , and in the number 
of three thoufand virgins, the faireft of Afia, 
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fome happy concubine might confole her mafter 
for the age or the indifference Of Sira. The va- 
rious treafures of gold, filver, gems, filk, and 
aromatics, were depofited in an hundred fubter- 
raneous vaults; and the chamber B^daverd de- 
noted the accidental gift of the winds which had 
wafted the fpoils of Heraclius into one of the 
Syrian harbours of his rival. The voice of flat- 
tery; and perhaps of fitffion, is .not afliamed to 
compute the thirty thoufand rich hangings that 
adorned the walls; the forty thoufand columns 
of filver, or more probably of marble, and plat- 
ed wood, that fupported the roof; and the 
thoufand globes of gold fufpended in the dome 
to imitate the motions of the planets and the 
conftellations of the zodiac While the Per- 
fian monarch contemplated the wonders of his 
art and power, he received an epiflle from an 
obfeure citizen of Mecca, inviting him to ac- 
knowledge Mahomet as the apoflle of God. He 
rejected the invitation , and tore the epiflle. It 
is thus,” exclaimed the Arabian prophet, that 
God will tear the kingdom, and rejeCl the fup- 
“ plications of Chofroes ”. Placed on the verge 
of the two great empires of the Eafl, Mahomet 
obferved with fecret joy, the progrefs of their 
mutual deflruCtion, and in the midfl of the Per- 
fian triumphs, he ventured to foretell, that be- 
fore many years fliould elapfe , vidlory would 
again return to the banners of the Romans **. 

At the time when this prediction is faid to have 
been delivered , no prophecy could be more 
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diftaiit from its accomplifliment , fincc the firft 
twelve years of Heraclius announced the approach- 
ing dilTolution of the empire. If the motives of Chof- 
roes had been pure and honourable , he mull have 
ended the quarrel with the death ofPhocas , andiie 
would have embraced as his bell ally, the for- 
tunate African who had fo generoufly avenged 
the injuries of his benefactor Maurice. The pro- 
fecution of the war revealed the true charader of 
the Barbarian; and the fuppliant embalTies of He- 
raclius, to befeech his clemency, that he would 
fpare the innocent', accept a tribute, and give 
peace to the world , were rejeded with con- 
temptuous filence or infolcnt menace. Syria, 
Egypt, and the provinces of Afia, were fubdued 
by the Perfian arms , while Europe , from the 
confines ofiftria to the long wall of Thrace, was 
opprefled by the Avars, unfatiatcd with the blood 
and rapine of the Italian war. They had coolly 
malTacred their male captives in the facred field 
of Pannonia; the women and children were re- 
duced to fervitude, and the nobleft virgins were 
abandoned to the promifcuous luft of the Bar- 
barians. The amorous matron who opened the 
gates of Friuli paffed a Ihort night in the arms of 
her royal lover ; the next evening, Romilda was 
condemned to the embraces of twelve Avars , and 
the third day the Lombard princefs was impaled 
in the fight of the camp, while the chagan ob- 
ferved, with a cruel fmile , that fuch a hulband 
was the fit recompenfe of her lewdnefs and per- 
fidy By thefe implacable enemies , Heraclius, 
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CHAP, on either fide , was infultcd and befieged : and 
XLVL the Roman empire was reduced to the walls of 
Conftantinople , with the remnant of Greece , Italy , 
and Africa ; and fome maritime cities, from Tyre 
to Trebizond , of the Afiatic coaft. After the lofe of 
Egypt, the capital was afflidted by famine and peffi- 
Icnce; and the emperor, incapabkofrefiffance, and 
hopelefs of relief, had refolved to transfer his perfon 
and government to the more fecure refidcnce of Car- 
. thage. His fliips were already laden with the treafu- 
res of the palace , but his flight was arrefted by the 
patriarch , who armed the powers of religion in the 
defence of his country, led Heraclius to the altar of 
St. Sophia ^ and extorted a folemn oath , that he 
would live and die with the people whom God had 
entrufted to his care. The chagan was encamped 
in the plains of Thrace, but he diffembled his 
perfidious defigns, and folicited an interview with 
the emperor near the town of Heraclea. , Their 
reconciliation was celebrated with equeffrian ga- 
mes, the fenate and people in their gayeft apparel 
reforted to the feftival of peace , and the Avars 
beheld with envy and defire , the fpedlacle of Ro- 
man luxury. On a fudden , the hippodrome was 
encompaffed by the Scythian cavalry , who had 
prefled their fecret and nodlurnal march : the tre- 
mendous found of the chagan’s whip gave the 
fjgnal of the aflault; and Heraclius wrapping his 
diadem round his arm , was faved , with extreme 
hazard , by tlie fleetnefs of his horfe. So rapid 
was the purfuit, tliat the Avars almofl; entered 
the golden gate of Conftantinople with the flying 
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crowds ; but the plunder of the fuburbs rewarded chap. 
their treafon, and they tranfported beyond theDa- XLvi. 
Eube two hundred and feventy thoufand captives. 

On the ftiore of Chalcedon , the emperor held a faver 
conference with a more honourable foe , who , be- 
fore HeracHus defcended from his galley , faluted 
with reverence and pity the majefty of the purple. 

The friendly offer of Sain the Perfian general, to con- He foUcU* 
du<fl an embaffy to the prefence of the great king, *'**'*■ 
was accepted with the warmeft gratitpde, and the 
prayer for pardon and peace was humbly prefent- 
ed by the prsetorian prsefedl, the praefedt of the city, 
and one of the firft ecclefiaftics of the patriarch- 
al church But' the lieutenant of Chofroes 
had fatally milfaken the intentions of his mafter. 

“ It was not an embaffy faid the tyrant of Afia', 

“ it was the perfon ofHeracIius, bound in chains, 

“ that he'fhould have brought to the foot of my 
“ throne. I will never give peace to the empe- 
“ ror of Rome till he has abjured his crucified 
“ God, and embraced the worfhip of the fun.” 

Sain was flayed alive , according to the inhuman 
pradlice of his country; and the feparate and rigor- 
ous confinement of the ambaffadors , violated the 
law of nations and the faith of an exprefs ftipu- 
lation. Yet experience of fix years at length 
pcrfuaded the Perfian monarch to renounce the 
conquell of Conftantinople , and to fpecify the 
annual tribute or raufom of the Roman empire: 
a thoufand talents of gold , a thoufand talents* of 
filver, a thoufand filk- robes, a thoufand horfes, 
and a thoufand virgins. Heraclius fubfcribcd thcfc 
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CHAP, ignominious terms, but the time and fpace which 
XLVi. he obtained to colled fuch trealures from the po- 
verty of the Fall, was induftrioufly employed in 
the preparations of a bold and defperate attack, 
nit prepara. Of the characleis confpicuous in hjllory , that 
tions for war, q£ Heiaclius is oue of the mofi: extraordinary and 
A. u. jjiconfiftent. In the lirfl: and the lall years of a 
long reign, the emperor appears to be the flave 
of floth , of pleafure , or of fuperflition , the 
carelefs and impotent fpedlator of the public 
calamities. But the languid miffs of the morning 
and evening are feparated by the brightnefs of 
the meridian fun : the Arcadius of the palace, 
arofe the Cafar of the camp ; and the honour of 
Rome and Heraclius was glorioufly retrieved by 
the exploits and trophies of fix adventurous 
campaigns. It was the ditty of the Byzantine 
hillorians to have revealed the caufes of his 
{lumber and vigilance. At this diftance, we can 
only conjedure that he was endowed with more 
perfonal courage than political refolution; that he 
’was detaim;d by the charms and perhaps the arts 
of his niece Martina , with whom , after the 
death of Eudoxia , he contraded an incelfupu.s . 
marriage ? and that he yielded to the bafe | 
advice of the counfellors, who urged as a fun- ‘i 

damental law, that the life of the emperor fliould \ 

never be expofed in the field Perhaps he was ' 
awakened by the Ipff infolent demand of the 
Perlian conqueror ; but at the moment when 
Heraclius alfumed the fpirit of an hero, the only 
hopes of the Romans were drawn from the 

vicillitudcs 
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I 

vicliTitudes of fortune,, which might threaten the chap. 
proud profperity of Chofroes , and muft be fa- XLVI. 
vourable to thofe who had attained the lowed 
period of deprellion To provide for the ex- 
pences of war, was the firft care of the emperor, 
and for the purpofe of cplleding the tribute, he 
was allowed to foUcit the benevolence of the 
Eadern provinces. rfut the revenue, no longer 
flov/ed in the ufual channels , the credit of an 
arbitrary prince is annihilated by his power; and 
the courage of Heraclius was firft difplayed in 
daring to borrow the confecrated wealtli of 
churches , under the folemn vow of reftoring, 
with ufury, whatever he had been compelled to , . ' 

employ in the fervice of religion and of the • ' «■ 
empire. The clergy themfelves appear' to have . 
fympathifed with the public diftrefs , and the 
difereet patriarch of Alexandria , without ad- 
mitting the precedent of. facrilege , aftifted his 
fovereign by the miraculous or feafonable rev'ela- 
tion of a fecret treafure Of the foldiers who 
had confpired with Phocas , only two were 
found to have furvived the ftroke of time and 
of the Barbarians ” ; their lofs , even of thefe 
feditious veterans , was imperfectly fupplied by 
the new levies of Heraclius , and the gold of the 
fanduary united, in the fame camp, the names, 
and arms, and languages of the Eaft and Weft, 

He would have been content with the neutrality 
of the Avars; and his friendly entreaty, that the 
.hagan would ad, not as the enemy but as the 
uardian of the empire, ^Yas accompanied with 

voL. vm. . o’ 
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CHAP, a more perfuafive donative of two hundred thou- 
XLVi. fand pieces of gold. Two days after the fcflival 
of Hafter, the emperor, exchanging his purple 
for the fimple garb of a penitent and warrior ’* , 
gave the fignal of his departure. To the faith 
of the people Heraclius recommended his children; 
the civil and military powers were veflcd in the 
moll deferving hands, and the diferetion of the 
patriarch and fenate was authorifed to fave or 
' furrciider the city , if they fhould be opprefTed. 

in his abfence by the fuperior forces of the 
enemy. 

Pirft expedi- The neighbouring heights of Chalcedoil were 
tioit of Hera- coveicd with tents and arms : but if the new 
th'rpefaans, Icvies of Heraclius had been ralhly led to the 
A. D. ill. attack , the vidory of the Perfians in the fight of 
Conflantinople might hav^e been the laft day of 
the Roman empire. As imprudent would it have 
been to advance into the provinces of Afia, 
leaving their innumerable cavalry to intercept his 
convoys, and continually to hang on the laffitude 
and diforder of his rear. But the Greeks were 
flill mailers of the fea; a fleet of gallies, tranf- 
ports, and llorefhips, was aflembled in the har- 
bour , the Barbarians confented to embark ; a 
fleady wind carried them through the Hellefpont ; 
the weflern and fouthern coall of Afia Minor lay 
on their left- hand ; the fpirit of their chief was 
firfl difplayed in a llorm ; and even the eunuchs 
of his train were excited to fuffer and to work 
by the example of their mailer. He landed his 
troops on the confirres of Syria and Cilicia, in 
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the gulf of Scanderoon, where the coafl fuddenly 
turns to the fouth ; and his difcernment was 
exprefTed in the choice of this important poft **. 
From all fides , the fcattered garrifons of the 
maritime cities and the mountains might repair 
with fpeed and Fifety to his Imperial ftandard. 
The natural fortifications of Cilicia proteded and 
even concealed the camp of Heradius, which 
was pitched near KTus, on the fame ground where 
Alexander had vanquifhed the hoft of Darius. 
The angle "Which the emperor occupied , was 
deeply indented into a Va(l femicircle of the 
Afiatic, Armenian, and Syrian provinces ; and to 
whatfoever point of the circumtcrence he Ihould 
dired his attack, it was eafy for him to dilfemble 
his own motions, and to prevent thofe of the 
enemy. In the camp of Ifius, the Roman gene- 
ral reformed the floth and diforder of the vete- 
rans, and educated the new recruits in the know- 
ledge and pradice of militarv virtue. Unfolding 
the miraculous image of Chrifl , he urged them 
to reuenoe the holy altars which had been 
profaned by the worlhippers of fire; addrelling 
them by the endearing appellations of fons and 
brethren , he deplored the public and private! 
wrongs of the republic. The fubjeds of a mon- 
arch were perfuaded that they fought in the caufe' 
of freedom ; and a fimilar enthufiafin was com- 
municated to the foreign mercenaries, who mun: 
have viewed with equal indifference the intereft 
of Rome and of Perfia. Heradius himfelf , with 
the fkill and patience of a centurion , inculcated 
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CHAP, the lefTons of the fchool of tadlics , and the 
xtvi. foldiers were affiduoufly trained in the ufe of 
their weapons , and the exercifes and evolutions 
of the field. The cavalry and infantry in light- 
er heavy armour were divided into two parties; 
the trumpets were fixed in the. centre, and their 
Signals direded the march , the charge , the 
retreat or purfuit ; the dired or oblique order , 
the deep or extended phalanx ; to reprefent 
in fiditious combat the operations of genuine 
war. Whatever hardfhip the emperor impofed 
on the troops , he inflided with equal feverity 
on himfelf ; their labour , their diet , their 
fleep, were meafured by the inflexible rules of 
difeipline ; ,and , without defpifing the enemy , _ 
they were taught to repofe an implicit confidence 
in their own valour and the wifdom of their 
leader. Cilicia was foon encompafled with the 
Perfian arms ; but their cavalry hefitated to enter 
the defiles of mount Taurus , till they were cir- 
cumvented by the evolutions of Heraclius, who 
infenfibly gained their rear, whilft he appeared 
to prefent his front in order of battle. By a 
falfe motion, which feemed to threaten Armenia, 
he drew them, againft their wilhes, to a general 
adion. They were tempted by the artful diforder 
of his camp; but when they advanced to combat, 
the ground, the fun, and the expedation of both 
armies , were unpropitious to the Barbarians ; 
^the Romatie fuccefsfully repeated their tadics in 
a field of battle *' , and the event of the day 
declared to the world that the Perfians >yere not 
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invincible, and that an hero was inverted with chap. 
the purple. Strong in vidory and fame, Heraclius XLVi. 
boldly afeended the heights of mount Taurus, 
direded his march through the plains of Cappa- 
docia, and ertablidied his troops' for the winter 
feafon in fafe and plentiful quarters on the banks 
of the river Halys His foul was fuperior to 
the vanity of entertaining Conrtantinoplc with an 
imperfed triumph ; but the prefence of the cm-* 
peror was indifpenfably required* to foothe the 
rertlefs and rapacious fpirit of the Avars. 

Since the days of Scipio- and Hannibal , no His feconi! 
bolder enterprirt has been attempted than that 
which Heraclius. atchieved for the deliverance of 
the empire He permitted the Ferfians to 
opprefs for a while the provinces , and to infult 
.with impunity the capital of the Eart ; while 
the Roman emperor explored his perilous way 
through the Black Sea and the mountains of 
Armenia, penetrated into the heart of Perfia , 
and recalled the ^rmies of the great king to the 
defence of their bleeding country. With a feled: 
band of five thoufand foldiers, Heraclius failed 
from Conrtantinoplc to Trebizond ; arterabled 
liis forces which had wintered in the Pontic re- 
gions; and from the mo^ith of the Phafis to the 
Cafpian Sea, encouraged his fubjedls and allies 
to march with the fuccefTor of Conrtantine , 
under the faithful and viclorious banner of the 
crofs. When the legions of Lucullus and Pompey. 
firrt parted the Euphrates, they blulhed at their, 
eafy victory over the natives of Armenia. Bnt 
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CHAP, the long experience ot war had hardened the 
:fLV| minds and bodies of that cflcminate people; their 
zeal and bravery were approved in the fervice 
of a declining empire; they abhorred and feared 
the ufnrpation of the boufe of SalTan , and the 
memory of pcrfecution envenomed their pious 
hatred of the enemies of Chiift. The limits of 
Armenia, as it had been ceded to the emperor 
TVIaunce, extended as far as the Araxes; the 
jriver fubmitteef to the indignity of a bridge 
and Keraclius, in the footfleps of Mark Antony, 
advanced towards the city of Tauris or Gand- 
zaca , the ancient and modern capital of 
one of the provinces of Media. At the head 
pf forty thoufand men , Chofroes himfelf had 
returned from fome diflant expedition to oppofe 
the progrefs of the Roman arms; but he retreated 
on the approach of Herat lius, declining the ge- 
nerous alternative of peace or of battle. Inftead 
of hair a million of inhabitants, which have been 
altribed to Tauris under the reign of the Sophys, 
the city contained no more than three thoufand 
hoiifes; but the value of the royal treafures was 
enhanced by a tradition , that they were the 
fpoils of C.rafus, which had been tranfported by 
Cyrus from the citadel of Sardes. 1 he rapid 
conqueRs of Heraclius were fufpended only by 
the winter feafon ; a motive of prudence, or 
fuperllitinn “, determined his retreat into the 
province of Albania , along the fliores of the 
Cafpian ; and his tenfs were rooft probably 
pitched in the plains of Mogan ”, the favouritje 
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encampment of Oriental princes. In the courfe 
of this fuccefsful inroad , he fignalized the zeal 
and revenge of a Chriftian emperor: at his com- 
fhand , the foldiers extinguidied the fire and 
deftroyed the temples of the Magi ; the flatucs of 
Chofroes, who afpired to divine honours, were 
abandoned to the flames; and the ruin of I hebarma 
or Ormia ** , which had given birth to Zoroafter 
himfelf, made fome atonement for the injuries of 
the holy fepulchre. A purer fpirit of religion 
was fliewn in the relief and deliverance of fifty 
thoufand captives. Heraclius was rewarded by 
their tears and grateful acclamations; but this 
wife meafure , which fpread the fame of his 
benevolence, diffufed the murmurs of the Pcrfians 
againfl the pride and obflinacy of their own 
fovercign. 

Amidft the glories of the fucceeding campaign, 
Heraclius is almoll loft to our eyes, and to thofe 
of the Byzantine hiftorians From the fpacious 
and fruitful plains of Albania, the emperor appears 
to follow the chain of Hyrcanian mountains , to 
defeend into the province of Media or Irak, and 
to carry his vidorious arms as far as the royal 
cities of Cafbin and Ifpahan, which had never been 
approached by a Roman conqueror. Alarijied by 
the danger of his kingdom, the powers of Chof- 
roes were already recalled from the Nile and 
the Bofphorus , and three formidable armies fur- 
rounded, in a diftant and hoftile land, the camp 
of the emperor. The Colchian allies prepared to 
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» n A r. dcfert his flandard ; and the fears of the braveft 
XiVj. veterans were expreffed , rather than concealed, 
by their defponding filencc. “ Be not terrified, 
faid the intrepid Heraclius, “ by the multitude 
“ of your foes. With the aid of Heaven , one 
“ Roman may triumph over a thoufand Bar- 
“ barians. But if we devote our lives 'for the 
' “ falvation of our brethren , we fiiall obtain the 

crown of martyrdom, and our immortal reward 
“ will be liberally paid by God and pofterity. 
Thcfe magnanimous fentiments were fupported 
by the vigour of his actions. He repelled the ' 
threefold attack of the Perfians , improved the 
divifions of their chiefs, and, by a \Yell-concertcd 
train of marches, retreats, and fuccefsful adions, 

, finally chaced them from the field into the 
fortified cities of Media and AfTyria. In the 
feverity of the winter feafon , Sarbaraza deemed 
> himfelf fecure in the walls of Salban ; he was 
furprifed by the adivity of Heraclius, who 
divided his troops and performed a laborious 
march in the filence of the night. The flat roofs 
of the houfes were -defended with iifelefs valour 
againft the darts and torches of the Romans : 
the fatraps and nobles of Perfia , with their 
wives and children , and the flower of their 
martial youth, were either flain or made prifoners. 
The general efcaped by a precipitate flight, but 
his golden armour was the prize of the con- 
queror ; and the foldiers of Heraclius enjoyed 
the wealth and repofe which they had fo nobly 
deferved. On the return of fpring, the emperor 
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traverfed in fcven days the mountains oF Curdi- chap. 
flan, and pafTed without rcullance the rapid XLVI. 
ftream of the Tigris. OpprelTed by the weight 
of their fpoils and captives , the Roman army 
halted under the walls of Am’ida; and Heraclius 
informed the fenate of Coiiftantinople of his 
fafcty and fuccefs, which they had already felt 
by the retreat of the befiegcrs. The bridges of 
the Euphrates were deftroyed by the Perfians ; 
but as foon as the emperor had difcovered a ford, 
they haftily retired to defend the banks of the 
Sarus **, in Cilicia. That river, an impetuous 
torrent, was about three hundred feet broad, 
the bridge was fortified with Itrong turrets, and 
the banks were lined with Barbarian archers. 

After a bloody conflict, which continued till the 
evening, the Romans prevailed in the affault, 
and a Perfian of gigantic fize was flain and 
thrown into the Sams by the hand of the em- 
peror himfelf. The enemies were difperfed and 
difmayed ; Heraclius purfued his march to 
Sebafte in Cappadocia; and at the expiration of 
three years, the fame coalb of the Euxine ap- 
plauded his return from a long and vidorious 
' expedition 

Inftead of Ikirmifiiing on the frontier, the two Dciivmnce 
monarchs who difputed the empire of the Eafl 
aimed their defperate ftrokes at the heart of their [he Pcriians 
rival. The military force of Perfia was wafled 
by the marches and combats of twenty years , 
and many of the veterans, who had furvived the 
perils of the fword and the climate, were flill 
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CHAP, detained in the fortrelTes of Egypt and Syria. 

XLyi. But the revenge and ambition of Chofroes ex- 
haufted his kingdom ; and the new . levies of 
fubjecfls, llrangers, and flaves, were divided into 
three formidable bodies The firft army of 
fifty thoufand men, illuftrious by the ornament 
and title of the golden f j’rars , was deflined to 
march againft Heraclius; the fecond was ftationed 
to prevent his junction with the troops of his 
brother TheodoruS; and the third was command- 
ed to befiegc Conftantinople , and to fccond the 
operations of the chagan, with whom the Perfian 
king had ratified a treaty of alliance and partition. 
Sarbar, the general of the third army, penetrat- 
ed through the provinces of Afia to the well- 
known camp of Chalcedon , and amufed himfelf 
with the deftrudion of the facred and pro- 
fane buildings of the Afiatic fuburbs, while he 
impatiently waited the arrival of his Scythian 
friends oh the oppofite fide of the Bofphorus. 
On the twenty - ninth of June, thirty -thou- 
fand Barbarians, the vanguard of the Avars, 
forced the long wall , and drove into the 
capital a promifeuous crowd of peafants, citi- 
zens, and foldiers. Fourfeore thoufand " of 
his native fubjedls , and of the valfal tribes of 
Gepidae, Ruflians, Bulgarians, and Sclavonians, 
advanced under the flandard of the chagan ; a 
month was fpent in marches and negociations, 
but the whole city was invefted on the thirty- 
hill of July, from the fuburbs of Pera and Galata 
to die Blachernae and feven towers ; and the 
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inhabitants defcried with terror the flaming fignals 
of the European and Afiatic fliorcs. In the mean 
while the magiftrates of Conflautinopk repeatedly 
flrove to purchafe the retreat of the chagan : but 
their deputies were rejedled and infulted; and he 
fulFered the patricians to ftand before his throne, 
while the Perfian envoys, in filk robes, were 
feated by his fide. “ You fee, ” faid the haughty 
Barbarian , “ the proofs of my perfect union 
“ with the great king; and his lieutenant is ready 
“ to fend into my camp a feledt band of three 
“ thoufand warriors. Prefume no longer to tempt 
“ your mailer with a partial and inadequate ran- 
“ fom : your wealth and your city are , the only 
prefents worthy of my acceptance. For your- 
" felves, I fhall permit you to depart, each with 
an under-garment and a -fliirt ; and , at my 
“ entreaty, my friend Sarbar will not refufe a 
“ paffage through his lines. Your abfent prince, 
“ even now a captive or a fugitive , has left 
“ Conflantinople to its fate; nor can you efcape 
“ the arms of the Avars and Perfians, unlefs 
“ you could foar into the air like birds, unlefs 
“ like fiflies you could dive into the waves ” 
During ten fucceflive days, the capital was af- 
faulted by the Avars, who had made fome pro- 
grefs in the fcience of attack; they advanced to 
fap or batter the wall, under the cover of the 
impenetrable tortoife; their engines difeharged a 
perpetual volley of ftones and darts; and twelve 
lofty towers of wood, exalted the combatants 
to the height of the neighbouring ramparts. 
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C'h a r. But the fenate and people were animated by the^ 
XLVi. fpirit of Heraclius, who had detached to their 
relief a body of twelve thoufand cuirafliers ; the 
powers of fire and mechanics were ufed with 
fuperior art and fuccefs in the defence of Con- 
ftantinople; and the gallies, with two and three 
ranks of oars, commanded the Bofphorus, and 
rendered the Psrfians the idle fpedators of the 
defeat of their alHes, The Avars were repulfed;. 
a fleet of Sclavonian canoes was deftroyed in the 
^ harbour; the vaffals of the chagan threatened to 

defert, his provifions were exhaufted, and after 
burning his engines, he gave the fignal of a flow 
and formidable retreat. The devotion of the 
Romans aferibed this fignal deliverance to the 
virgin Mary; but the mother of Chrifl: would 
furely have condemned their inhuman murder 
of the Perfian envoys, who were entitled to the 
rights of humanity, if they were not proteded 
by the laws of nations 

Aiiiances**«Ti(i After the divifion of his army, Heraclius pru- 
coiiquefis of dently retired to the banks of the Phafis, from. 

whence he maintained a defenfive war againft 
the fifty thoufand gold fpears of Perfia. Hia 
anxiety was relieved by the deliverance of Con- 
ftantinople; his hopes were confirmed by a vic- 
tory of his brother Theodorus ; and to the hof- 
tile league of Chofroes with the Avars, the Ro- ■ 
man emperor oppofed the ufeful and honourable 
alliance of the d'urks. At his liberal invitation, 
the bord of Chozars ’* tranfported their tents 
from the plains of the Volga to the mountains of 
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Georgia; Heiaclius received them in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tcflis , and the khan' with his no- 
bles difmounted from their horfes , if we may 
credit the Greeks , and fell proftrate on the 
ground , to adore the purple of the Cuefar. Such 
voluntary homage and important aid were enti- 
tled to the warmeft acknowledgments ; and the 
emperor, taking off his own diadem, placed it 
on the head of the Turkilh prince, whom h<; 
faluted with a tender embrace and the appellation 
of fon. After a fumptuous banquet, he prefented 
Ziebel with the plate and ornaments, the gold, 
the gems, and the filk, which had been ufed at 
the Imperial table, and, with his own hand, 
diftributed rich jewels and ear-rings to his new 
allies. In a fecret interview , he produced the 
portrait of his daughter Eudocia”, condefeended 
to flatter the Barbarian with the promife of a 
fair and auguji bride, obtained an immediate fuc- 
cour of forty thoufand horfe, and negociated a 
ftrong diverfion of the Turkilh arms on the fide 
of the Oxus *’*. The Perfians, in their turn, 
retreated with precipitation ; in the camp of 
Edeffa, Heraclius reviewed an army of feventy 
thoufand Romans and ftrangers ; and fome months 
were fuccefsfuHy employed in the recovery of 
the cities of Syria, Mefopotamia, and Armenia, 
whofe fortifications had been imperfedly reftored. 
Sarbar ftill maintained the important Ration of 
Chalcedon ; but the jealoufy of Chofroes, or the 
artifice of Heraclius, foon alienated the mind of 
that po>yerful fatrap from the feryice of his king 


CHAP. 

XLVL 


Digitized by Google 



2o6 the decline and fall 


CHAP, 

XLVI. 


His third 
expediuon , 
A. D. 6S7. 


and country. A mefTenger was intercepted with 
a real or fiditious mandate to the cadarigan, or 
fecond in command, direcling him to fend, with- 
out delay, to the throne, the head of a guilty 
or unfortunate general. The difpatches were 
tranfmitted to Sarbar himfelf; and as foon as he 
read the fentencc of his own death, he dexteroudy 
jnferted the names of four hundred officers, 
affembled a military council, and afked the Cada- 
rigan, whether he was prepared to execute the 
commands of their tyrant. The Perfians unani- 
moufly declared, that Chofroes had forfeited the 
fceptre; a feparate treaty was concluded with the 
government of Conflantinople; and if fome con- 
fiderations of honour or policy reftrained Sarbar 
from joining the ftandard of Heraclius, the empe- 
ror was allured that he might profecute , without 
interruption , his defigns of vidlory and peace. 

Deprived of his firmed; fupport, and doubtful 
of the fidelity of his fubjetds, the greatnefs of 
Chofroes was dill confpicuous in its ruins. The 
number of fivx hundred thoufaud may be inter- 
preted as an Oriental metaphor,^ to deferibe the 
men and arras , the horfes and elephants that 
covered Media and Affyria againft the invafion 
of Heraclius. Yet the Romans boldly advanced 
from the Araxes to the Tigris, and the timid 
prudence of Rhazates was content to follow them 
by forced marches through a defolate country, 
till he received a peremptory mandate to rifk the 
fate of Perda in a decifive battle. Eadward of 
the Tigris, at the end of the bridge of Mofal , 
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the great Nineveh had formerly been eredted chap. 
the city, and even the ruins of the city, had long XLVI. 
fince difappeared the vacant fpace afforded a 
fpacious field for the operations of the two armies. 

But thefe operations are negleded by the Byzan- 
tine hiflorians , and , like the authors of epic 
poetry and romance, they afcribe the vidlory, 
not to the military condudf, but to the perfonal 
valour, of their favourite hero. On this memo-«iii viaoHes 
rable day, Heraclius, on his horfe Phallas, fm-. *• 

palfed the braveft of his warriors; his lip was 
pierced with a fpear, the fteed was wounded in 
the thigh , but he carried his maftcr fafc and vic- 
torious through the triple phalanx of the Barba- 
rians. In the heat of the adtion, three valiant 
chiefs were fucceflively flain by the fword and 
lance of the emperor; among thefe was Rhazates 
himfelf; he fell like a foldier, but the fight of 
his head fcattered grief and defpair through the 
fainting ranks of the Perfians. His armour of 
pure and maffy gold, the fhield of one hundred 
and twenty plates, the fword and belt, the faddle 
and cuirafs , adorned the triumph of Heraclius, 
and if he had not been faithful to Chrift and his 
mother, the champion of Rome might have of- 
fered the fourth oprnic fpoils to the Jupiter of 
the Capitol In the battle of Nineveh, which 
was fiercely fought from day-break to the eleventh 
hour, twenty-eight ftandards, befide thofe which ' 
might be broken or torn, were taken from the 
Perfians ; the greateft part of their army was cut 
in pieces, and the vidlors, concealing their own 
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C II A I*, lofs, pa(Ted the night on the field. They acknow- 
XLVi. ledge, that on this occafion, it was lefs ditficult 
to kill than to difcomfit the foldiers of Chofroes; 
amidft the bodies of their friends, no more than 
two bow-fliot from the enemy, the remnant of 
the Perfian cavalry flood firm till the feventh 
hour of the night; about tire eighth hour, they 
retired to their unrifled camp , colledted their 
baggage, and difperfed on all fides , from the 
want of orders rather than of refoliition. The 
diligence of Heraclius was not lefs admirable in 
the ufe of victory; by a march of forty-eight 
miles in four and twenty hours, his vanguard 
occupied the bridges of the great and the Icfler 
Zab; and the cities and palaces of Aflyria were 
open for the firft time to the Romans. By a juft 
gradation of magnificent feenes , they penetrated 
to the royal feat of Daflagerd , and, though much 
of the treafure had been removed, and much 
had been expended, the remaining wealth appears 
to have exceeded their hopes, and even to have 
fatiated their avarice. Whatever could not be 
eafily tranfported, they confumed with fire, that 
Chofroes might feel the anguifli of thofe wound.s, 
which he had fo often inflicled on the provinces ' 
of the empire: and juflice might allow the ex- 
cufe, if the defolation had been confined to the 
works of 'regal luxury, if national hatred, mi- 
litary licenfe, and religious zeal, had-.not w'alled 
with equal rage the habitations and the temples 
of the guiltlefs fubjed. The recovery of three 
' hundred Roman ftandards, and the deliverance 
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cf the numerous captives' of EclefTa and Alcxan- chat. 
dria, refledl a purer glory on the arms of Heraclius. xlvi. • 
From the palace of Daftagerd, he purfucd his 
march within a few miles of Modain or Ctefi- 
phon , till he was flopped , on the banks of the 
Arba, by the difficulty of the pallage, the rigour 
of the feafon , and perhaps the fame of an im- 
pregnable capital. The return of the emperor 
is marked by the raotlern name of the city of 
Shcrhzour; he fortunately palled mount Zara, 
before the fnow, which fell incelfantly thirty-four 
days, and the citizens of Gandzaca, or Tanris, 
were compelled to entertain his foldicrs and their 
horfes with an hofpitable reception ***. 

When the ambition of Chofrocs was reduced flight of 
to the defence of his hereditary kingdom, the 
love of glory, or even the fenfe of fliame, fliould Dc®. 
have urged him to meet his rival in the field. In 
the battle of Nineveh , his courage might have 
taught the Perfians to vanquifh, or he might 
have fallen with honour by the lance of a Roman 
emperor. The fucceffor of Cyrus thofe rather, at 
afeciire diftance, to expect the event, to aflemble 
the relics of the defeat, and to retire by meafured 
fteps before the march of Heraclius, till he beheld 
with a figh the once loved manfions of Daftagerd.- 
Both his friends and enemies were perfuaded , 
that it was the intention of Chofroes to bury 
himfelf under the ruins of the city and palace : 
and as both might have been equally adverfc to 
his flight, the monarch of Afia, with Sira, and 
three concubines, efcaped through an hole in the 
VOL. Vill. P 
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CHAP, wall nine days before the arrival of the Romans. 
XLVi. The flow and llately procdlion in which he 
fliewed himfelf to the proftrate crowd, was changed 
to a rapid and fecret journey ; and the firft even- 
ing he lodged in the cottage of a peafant, whofe 
humble door would fcarcely give admittance to 
the great king ‘His fuperltition was fubdued 
by fear: on the third day, he entered with joy 
the fortifications ofCtefiphon; yet he ftill doubted 
of his fafety till he had -oppofed the river Tigris 
to the purfiiit of the Romans. The difcovery of 
his flight agitated with terror and tumult the pa- 
lace, the city, and the camp of Daftagerd: the 
liitraps helitatcd whether they had moll to fear 
from their fovereign or the enemy; and the 
females of the haram were aftoniflied and pleafed 
by the fight of mankind, till the jealous hufband 

^ of three thoufand wives again conlined them to 

a more diftant caftle. At his command, the army 
of Daflagerd retreated to a new camp: the front 
was covered by the Arba, and a line of two 
hundred elephants; the troops of the more diftant 
pro\ inces fuccelfiv'ely arriv’cd , and the vilell 
domeftics of the king and fatraps were enrolled 
for the laft defence of the throne. It was ftill 
in the power of Cholioes to obtain a reafonablc 
peace; and he was repeatedly prelfcd by the mef- 
fengers of Heraclius, to fpare the blood of his 
fubjeds, and to relieve an humane conqueror 
from the painful duty of carrying fire and fword 
through the faireft countries of Afia. But the 
pride of the Perfian had not yet funk to the level 
' of his fortune; he derived a momentary confidence 




i 


Digitizfai by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, an 


fcom the retreat of the emperor; he wept with CHAP, 

impotent rage over the ruins of his AITyrian pa- XLV^^ 

laces, and difregarded too long the rifing mur- 

’murs of the nation, who complained that their 

jives and fortunes were facriiiced to the obftinacy 

oi an old man. That unhappy old man was 

himlclf tortured with the fliarpeft pains both of 

mind and body; and, in the confeioufnefs of his 

approaching end, he refolved to fix the tiara on 

the head of Merdaza, the molt favoured of his 

fons. But the will of Chofroes was no longer 

revered, and Sirocs,' \vho gloried in the rank and 

merit of his mother Sira, had confpired with the 

malecontents to affert and anticipate the rights of ’ 

primogeniture Twenty- two fatraps, they 

llyled themfelves patriots, were tempted by the 

wealth and honours of a new reign : to the fol- 

diers, the heir of Chofroes promifed an encreafe 

of pay, to the Chriftians the free exercife of their 

religion ; to the captives , liberty and rewards ; 

and to the nation, inhant peace and the redudion 

of taxes. It was determined by the confpirators, 

that Siroes, with the enfigns of royalty, fhould 

appear in the camp; and if the enterprife fhould 

fail, his efcape was contrived to the Imperial 

court. But the new monarch was faluted with 

unanimous acclamations ; the flight of Chofroes 

(yet where could he have fled?) was rudely ar-iieisd^ 

refled , eighteen fons were maffacred before his 

face, and he was thrown into A dungeon, where FebruMj iV . 

he expired on the fifth day. The Greeks and 

modern Perilous niiiyatcly d^fi^ribe how Chofroes 

P. A 


. Digitized by Google 


CHAP, 

XtVI. 


and murder- 
ed by hit Ton. 
Siroes, 
February aS, 


Treaty of 
peace be- 
tween the 
two empires, 
A. D. 6eS. 
March , Hic, 


2iz THE DECLINE AND FALL 

was infulted , and famiflied , and tortured , by tbe 
command of an inhuman fon , who fo far furpaf- 
fed the example of his father : but at the time of 
his death, what tongue would relate the ftoiy 
of the parricide? what eye could penetrate into 
the tower of darknefs? According to the faith and 
mercy of his Chriftian enemies, he funk without 
hope into a flill deeper abyfs and it will not 
be denied , tliat tyrants of every age and fed are 
the heft entitled to fuch infernal abodes. The 
glory of the houfe of SafTan ended with the life 
of Chofroes: his unnatural fon enjoyed only eight 
months the fruit of his crimes; and in the fpace 
of four years, the regal title was affumed by nine 
candidates, who difputcd , with the fword or 
dagger, the fragments of an exhaulled monarchy. 
Every province, and each city of Perfia, was 
the feene of independence, of difeord, and of 
blood, and the ftate of anarchy prevailed about 
eight years longer, till the factions were filenced 
and united under the common yoke of the Ara- 
bian caliphs 

As foon as the mountains became pafTablc, the 
emperor received the welcome news of the fuc- 
cefs of the confpiracy, the death of Chofroes, and 
the elevation of his eldefl; fon to the throne of 
Perfia, The authors of the revolution, eager to 
difplay their merits in the court or camp of Pau- 
ris, preceded the ambafiadors of Siroes, who de- 
livered the letters of their mafter to his brother 
the emperor of the Romaas In the language 
of the ufurpers of every age , he imputes his own 
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crimes to the Deity, and, without degrading his 
equal majefty, he offers to reconcile the long 
difcord of the two nations , by a treaty of peace 
and alliance more durable than brafs or iron. The 
conditions of the treaty were eafily defined and 
faithfully executed. In the recovery of the 
ftandards and prifoners which had fallen into the 
hands of the Perfians, the emperor imitated the 
example of Auguftus, their care of the national 
dignity was celebrated by the poets of the times, 
but the decay of genius may be meafured by the 
diflance between Horace and George of Pifidia: 
the fubjed^s and brethren of Heraclius were re- 
deemed from perfecution , fl.avery , and exile ; 
but, inftead of the Roman eagles, the true wood 
of the holy crofs was reftored to the importunate 
demands of the fuccelTor of Conftantine. The 
vidlor was not ambitious of enlarging the weak- 
nefs of the empire; the fon of Chofroes aban- 
doned without regret the conquefts of his father; 
the Perfians who evacuated the cities of Syria 
and Egypt were honourably conducled to the 
frontier, and a war which had wounded the vitals 
of the two monarchies, produced no change in 
their external and relative fituation. The return 
of Heraclius from Tauris to Conftantinople, was 
a perpetual triumph ; and after the exploits of 
fix glorious campaigns, he peaceably enjoyed the 
frtbbath of his toils. After a long impatience, the' 
fenate, the clergy, and the people, went forth 
to meet their hero, with tears and acclamations, 
with olive branches and innumerable lamps: he 
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e H A p. entered the capital in a chariot drawn by four 
XL VI. elephants ; ami as foon as the emperor could 

difengage himfelf from the tumult of public joy, 
he taffed more genuine fatisfaedion in the embra- 
ces of his mother and his fon *'*. 

The fuccecding year was illullrated by a triumph 
of a v'ery diBerent kind , the reftitution of the 
true crofs to the holy fepulchre. Hcraclius per-* 
formed in perfon the pilgrimage of Jerufalem , the 
identity of the relick was verified by the difcreet 
patriarch and this auguft ceremony has been 
commemorated by the annual feftival of the exal- 
tation of the crofs. Before the emperor prefumed 
to tread the conlecrated ground , he was inflrudled 
to ftrip himfelf of the diadem and purple , the 
pomp and vanity of the world : but in the judg- 
ment of his clergy , the perfecution of the Jews 
was more eafily reconciled with the precepts of 
thegofpel. He again afcendedhis throne to receive 
the congratulations of the ambaflitdors of France 
and India: and the fame ofMofes, Alexander, 
and Hercules , was eclipfed, in the popular 
, eftimation, by the fuperior merit and glory of 
the great Heraclius. Yet the deliverer of the 
Eall was indigent and feeble. Of the Pcrfian fpoils, 
the moll valuable portion had been expended in 
the war, diftributed to the foldiers , or buried, 
by an unlucky tempeft, in the waves of the Eux- 
ine. The confcience of the emperor was opprelTed 
by the obligation of refloring the wealth of the? 
clergy, which he had borrowed for their owri 
defence : a perpetual fund was required to fatisfy 
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thefe inexorable creditors ; the provinces, already 
wabed by the arms and awaricc of the Perfians, 
were compelled to a fecond payment of the fame 
taxes; and the arrears of a funple citizen, the 
treafurer ofDamafeus, were commuted to aline 
of one hundred thoufand pieces of gold. The 
lofs of two hundred thoufuid foldicrs who had 
fallen by'the fword , was of lefs fatal importance 
than the decay of arts, agriculture, and popula- 
tion, in this long and deftrutflive war: and al- 
though a vidlorious army had been formed under 
the ftandard of Ileraclius, the unnatural effort 
appears to have exhaufled rather than excrcifed 
their ftrength. While the emperor triumphed at 
Conftantinople or Jernfalem , an obfeure town on 
the confines of Syria was pillaged by the Sara- 
cens , and they cut in pieces fome troops who 
advanced to its relief: an ordinary and trifling 
occurrence , had it not been the prelude of a 
mighty revolution. Thefe robbers were the apof- 
tles of Mahomet; their fanatic valour had emerged 
from the defert; and in the laft eight years of his 
reign , Heraclius loft to the Arabs , the fame pro- 
vinces which he had refeued from the Perfiansi 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

Teleological WJlorg of the DoHrine of the Incarna^ 
tion. — The Human and Divine nature of Chrijl. 
— Enmity of the Fatriarclii of Alexandria and 
Conjiantiiiople. — St. Cyril and Nefiorius. — Third 
General Council of Ephefus. — Herefy of Eutyches . — 
Fourth General Council of Chalcedon. — Civil and 
Ecclejiajlical Difeord. — Intolerance of JuJUnian. — 
The Three Chapters, — The Monothelite Controverfy. 
<— State of the Oriental ScUs : — I. The Nejiorians. 
— II. The Jacobites. — III. The Maronites. — IV. 
The Armcniaru — V. The Copts and Abyjfinians. 

.After the extJn(fHon of paganjfm , the Chrif- 
tians in peace and piety might have enjoyed 
their folitary triumph. But the principle of dif- 
eord was alive in their bofom , and they were 
more felicitous to explore the nature , than to 
practife the laws, of their founder. I have already 
obferved , that the difputes of the Trinity were 
fucceeded by thofe of the Incarnation ; alike 
fcandalous to the church , alike pernicious to 
the ftate , ftill more minute in their origin , ftill 
more durable in their effeds. It is my defign to 
comprife in the prefent chapter, a religious war 
of two hundred and fifty yeans , to reprefent the 
ecclefiaflical and political fchifm of the Oriental 
feels, and to introduce their clamorous or fangui- 
nary contefls , by a modefl enquiry into the dodri- 
ncs of the pnmitive church ’. 
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I. A laudable regard for the honour of the firft chap. 
profelytes , has countenanced the belief, the xlvii. 
hope, the wilh, that the Ebionites, or at leaft^- ^ j“Ybe 
the Nazarenes , were diftinguiflied only by their Ebionites, 
obftinate perfeverance in the pradice of the 
Mofaic rites. Their churches have difappeared, 
tlieir books are obliterated ; their obfcure freedom 
might allow a latitude of faith , and the foftnefs 
of their infant creed would be varioufly moulded 
by the zeal or prudence of three hundred years. 

Yet the moft charitable criticifm mull refufe thefe 
fedaries any knowledge of the pure and proper 
divinity of Chrift. Educated in the fchool of 
Jewilh prophecy and prejudice , they had never 
been taught- to elevate their hopes above an 
human and temporal MelTiah If they had cou- 
rage to hail their king when he appeared in a 
plebeian garb , their grolTer apprehenfions were 
incapable of difcerning their God , who had 
ftudioufly difguifed his celeftial charader under 
the name and perfon of a mortal The familiar 
companions of Jefus of Nazareth converfed with 
their friend and countryman , who , in all the 
adions of rational and animal life, appeared of. 
the fame fpecies with themfelves. His progrefs 
from infancy to youth and manhood, was mark- 
ed by a regular incrcafe in ftature and wifdom; 
and after a painful agony of mind and body, 
he expired on the crofs. He lived and died for 
the fervice of mankind: but the life and death 
of Socrates had likewife been devoted to the 
cajufe of religion and juftice; and although the 
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f H A p. floic or the hero may clifdnin the humble virtues 
XLvn. of Jefus, the tears which he flied over his friend 
and country , may be efteemed the pureft evi- 
dence of his humanity. The miracles of the go- 
fpel could not aftouilh a people who held, with 
intrepid faith , the more fj)lendid prodigies of the 
IVIofaic law. 1 he prophets of ancient days had 
cured difeafes,. raifed the dead , divided the fea, 
flopped the fun, and afeended to heaven in a Hery 
chariot. And the metaphorical ftyle of the He- 
brews might aferibe to a faint and martyr, the 
adoptive 'title of Son of God. 

Bis birth and Yct ill the iiifufficient creed of the Nazareneit 
ciivaiion. Ebionites, a diftinclron is faintly noticed 

between the heretics, who confounded the ge- 
neration of Chrifl; in the common order of na- 
ture, and the lefs guilty fchifmatics, who revered 
the virginity of his mother; and excluded the aid 
of an earthly father. The incredulity of the 
former was countenanced by the .vifible circum- 
ftances of his birth, the legal marriage of his re- 
puted parents, Jofeph and Mary, and his lineal 
claim to the kingdom of David and the inherit- 
ance of Judah. But the fecret and authentic 
Inflory has been recorded in fcveral copies of the 
gofpel according to St. Matthew *, which thefe 
fedaries long prefen'cd in the original Hebrew ‘ 
as the foie evidence of their faith. The natural 
fufpicions of the hulfiand', confeious of his own 
chaftity, were difpellcd by the alTurance (in a 
dream ) that his wife was pregnant of the Holy 
Ghofl : and as this diUaut and dotnefUc prodigy 
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could not fall under the pcrfonal obfcivation of 
the hillorian, he mud have Idtened to the fame 
voice which dictated to Ifaiah the future concep- 
tion of a virgin. The fon of a virgin, generated 
by the ineffable operation of the Holy Spirit , 
was a creature without example or refcmblance, 
fuperior in every attribute of mind and body to 
the children of Adam. Since the introduction of 
the Greek or Chaldean philofophy *, the Jews ' 
•were perfuaded of the pre-exillence , tranfinigra- 
tion, and immortality of fouls; and Fnavidcnce was 
juftified by a fuppofition , that they were con- 
fined in their earthly prifons to expiate the ftains 
which they had contracted in a former date*. 
But the degrees of purity and corruption are 
almofl; immeafnrable. It might be fairly prefumed, 
that the mod fublime and virtuous of human 
fpirits was infufed into the offspring of Mary 
and the Holy Ghod *; that his abafement was 
the refult of his voluntary choice; and that the 
objedt of his miflion was, to purify, not his 
own, but the fins of the world. On his return 
to his native fkies, he received the immenfe re- 
ward of his obedience; the everlading kingdom 
of the Mefliah which had been darkly foretold 
by the prophets, under the carnal images of 
peace, of conqued, and of dominion. Omnipo- 
tence could enlarge the human faculties of Chrid 
to the extent of his cclediat office. In the lan- 
guage of antiquity, the title of God has not been 
feverely confined to the fird parent, and his in- 
comparable minider, his only begotten Son» 
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miglit claim, without prcfumption, the religious, 
though fecondary , worfliip o£ a fubjetfl world. 

II. The feeds of the faith, which had flowly 
arifen in the rocky and ungrateful foil of Judea, 
were tranfplanted, in full maturity, to the hap- 
pier climes of the Gentiles; and the ftrangers of 
Rome or Afia, who never beheld the manhood, 
were the more readily difpofed to embrace the 
divinity, of Chrift. The polytheifl and the phi- 
lofopher, the Greek and the Barbarian, were 
alike accuftomed to conceive a long fucceflion, 
an infinite chain of angels or dxmons, or deities, 
or scons, or emanations, iffuing from the throne 
of light. Nor could it feem ftrange or incredible, 
that the firft of thefe scons , the Logos , or word 
of God , of the fame fubftance with the Father 
fliould defeend upon earth , to deliver the 
human race from vice and error , and to condudl 
them in the paths of life and immortality. But 
the prevailing dodlihie of the eternity and inhe- 
rent pravity of matter , infeded the primitive 
churches of the Eaft. Many among the Gentile 
profelytes , refufed to believe that a celeftial 
fpirit, an undivided portion of the firft effence, 
had been perfonally united with a mafs of impure 
and contaminated flefh : and, in their zeal for 
the divinity, they pioufly abjured the humanity, 
of Chrift. While his blood w.is ftill recent on 
mount Calvary the Docetes , a numerous and 
learned fed of Afiatics, invented the phantaJHc 
fyftem, which was afterwards propagated by the 
Marcionites , the Manichxans, and the various 
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names of the Gnoftic herefy They denied 
the truth and authenticity of the gofpels , as far 
as they relate the conception of JVlary, the birth 
of Chrih and the thirty years that preceded the 
cxercife of his miniftry. He firft appeared on 
the banks of the Jordan in the form of pcrfc< 5 l 
manhood; but it was a form only, and not a 
fubftance; an human figure created by the hand 
of Omnipotence to imitate the faculties and actions 
of a man , and to impofe a perpetual illufion on 
the fenfes of his friends and enemies.’ Articulate 
founds vibrated on the ears of the difciples ; but the 
image which was imprelTcd on their optic nerve, 
eluded the more flubborn evidence of the touch; 
and they enjoyed the fpiritual , nut the corporeal, 
prefence of the Son of God. 1 he rage of the 
Jews was idly wafted againft an impallive phan- 
tom ; and the myftic fccnes of the paltion and 
death, the refurredion and afeenfion of Chrift, 
were reprefented bn the theatre of Jeruf.ilera for 
the benefit of mankind. If it were urged , that 
fuch ideal mimicry, fuch incefTant deception, 
was unworthy of the God of truth , the Docetes 
agreed with too many of their orthodox brethren 
in the juflification of pious falfehood. In the 
fyftem of the Gnoftics, the Jehovah of Ifrael, 
the creator of this lower world , was a rebellious, 
or at leaft an ignorant fpirit. The Son of God 
defeended upon earth to abolifh his temple and 
his law; and, for the accomplifinnent of this 
falutary end , he dexteroufly transferred to his 
own perfon the hope and predidioa of a tem- 
poral MefTiah. 
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One of tlie moft fnhtle cJifputants of the Ma- 
nichxan fchool , has prehed the danger and inde- 
cency of fiippofing, that the God of the Chriftian.% 
in the ftate of an human foetus; emerged at the 
end of nine niomhs from a female womb. The 
pious horror of his antagonifls provoked them to 
clifclaim rdl fcnfual circuiriftances of conception 
and delivery; to maintain, that the divinity paffed 
through IVlary like a fnn-beam through a plate of 
glafs; and tO afTert , that the feai of her virginity 
remained unbroken even at the moment when (lie 
became the mother of ChrifI;. But the ralhnefs 
©f thel’e concellions has encouraged a milder fenti- 
ment of thole Docetes who taught, not thatChrift 
was a phantom , but that he was clothed with an 
impalhble and incorruptible body. Such, indeed, 
in the more orthodox fyftem he has acquired fince 
bis refurrcction , and luch he muft have always 
pofTened , if it were capable of pervading, with- 
out refiitance or injury, the denfity of interme- 
diate matter. Devoid of its moft ellential proper- 
ties, it might.be exempj: from the attributes and 
infirmities of the flefh. A feetus that could increafe 
from an invifible point to its full maturity ; a child 
that could attain the ftature of pcrfedl manhood 
without deriving any notirifliment from the ordi- 
nary fources , might continue to exift without repair- 
ing a daily wafle by a daily fupply of external mat- 
ter. Jefus might fliare the reparts of his difciples , 
without being fubject to the calls of third or hunger; 
and his v'irgin purity was never fullied by the invo- 
luntary ftains of fenfual concupifcence. Of a body 
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tlnis fingularly confUtuted, a queftion would arife, chap. 
bv what means, and of what materials, it was XLVii. 
originally framed; and our founder theology is 
ftiirtled bv an anfwer which was not peculiar to 
the Gnollics , that both the form and the fubftance 
proceeded from the divine elfeoce. The idea of 
pure andabfolute fpirit. is a refinement of modern 
philofophy the incorporeal elfence, aferibed by 
the ancients to human fouls , celeftial beings , and 
even the Deity himfelf , docs not exclude the 
notion of extended fpace ; and their imagination 
was fatisfied with a fubtle nature of air, or lire, 
or tether , incomparably more perfedl than the 
groffnefs of the material world. If we define th6 
place , we mull deferibe the figure , of the Deity. 

Our experience, perhaps our vanity, reprefents 
the powers of reafon and virtue under an human 
form. T he Anthropomorphites , who fwarmed 
among the monks of Egypt and the Catholics of 
Africa, could produce the exprefs declaration of 
feripture, that man was made after the image of 
bis Creator”. The venerable Serapion , one of 
the faints of the Nitrian defert , relinquiflied, with 
many a tear, his darling prejudice ; and bewailed, 
like an infant, his unlucky converfton , which 
had ftolcn away his God, and left his mind with- 
out any vifible object of faith or devotion". 

III. Such were the fleeting fhadows of the in. DovMe 
Docetes. A more fubftantial , though lefs liinple 
h^qiothefis, was contrived by Cerinthus ofAfia", 
who dared to oppofe the laft of the apofiles. 

Placed on the confines oI the Jewiih and Gentile 
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CHAP, world, he laboured to reconcile the Gnoftic with 
XLVii. the Ebionite, by confelling in the fame Mefliah 
the fupernatural union of a man and a God: 

■ and this myftic dodrine was adopted with many 
fanciful improvements by Carpocrates , Bafilides, 
and Valentine” , the heretics of tlie Egyptian 
fchooL In their eyes, Jesus of Nazareth was a 
mere mortal , the legitimate fon of. Jofeph and 
Mary: but he was the beft and v/ifeft of the 
human race, -feleded as the worthy inftrument 
to reftore upon earth the worfliip of the true and 
fupreme Deity. When he was baptifed in the 
Jordan, the Christ, the firft of the seons , the 
Son of God himfelf, defeended on Jefus in the 
form of a dove, to inhabit his mind, and direcl 
his adions during the allotted period of his mi- 
niftry. When the Mefliah was delivered into the 
hands of the Jews, the Chrift, an immortal and 
impaflTible being, forfook his earthly tabernacle, 
flew back to the pkroma or world of fpirits; and 
left the folitary Jefus . to fuffer , to complain, and 
to expire. But tha^j^l^ and generofity of fuch 
a defertion are ftrongly^?P^fl;ionable ; and the fate 
of an innocent martyr,. at firfl; impelled, and at 
length abandoned , by his divine companion , 
might provoke the pity and' indignation of the 
profane. Their murmurs were varioufly filenced 
' ■*’ by the fedaries who efpoufed and modified the 
double fyftem ofCerinthus. It was alleged , that 
.;when Jefus was nailed to the crofs, he wa.s endow- •' 
ed with a miraculous apathy of mind and body , 
.^which rendered him infenfible of his apparent 

fufferings. 
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fiifFcrings. It was affirmed , t bat tbefe momentary, 
though real pangs , would be abundantly repaid 
by the temporal reign of a thoufand years referv- 
ed for the Meffiah in his kingdom of the new 
Jerufalem. It was infinuated , that if he fuffered, 
he defervedjo fuffer; that human nature is never 
abfolutely perfect; and that the crofs and paffion 
might ferve to expiate the venial tranfgreffions of 
the fon of Jofeph , before his myfterious union 
with the Son of God'*. . - , 

• IV^ All_ thofe who believe the immateriality 
of the foul, a fpecious and noble tenet, mull 
confefs , from their prefent experience , the in- 
comprehenfible union of mind and matter. A fimi- 
laranionis not inconliftent with a much higher, 
or even with the higheft degree, of mental facul- 
ties; and the incarnation of an aeon or ajchangel, 
the mofl perfedl of created fpirits , does not in- 
volve any pofitive contradiction or abfurdity. In 
the age of religious freedom , which was deter- 
mined by the council of Nice , the dignity of Chrifl 
was meafured by private judgment according to 
the indefinite rule of fcripture, or reafon , or tra- 
dition. But when his pure and proper divinity 
had been eftablifhed on the ruins of Arianifm , 
the faith of the Catholics trembled on the edge of 
a p'recipice where it w'as impoffible to recede , 
dangerous to ftand , dreadful to fall; and. the ma- 
" nifold inconveniences of their creed were aggra- 
vated by the fublime cbamdler of their theckigy. 
They hefrtated to pronounce ; that God himfeif, 
thc.fecond perfon of an equal and confubflantial 
VoL. VIII. U 


CHAP. 

XLVII. 


IV. Divine 
incarnation 
of ApoHina« 
ris. 


Digitized by Google 



226 THE DECLINE AND FALL* 

s 

CHAP, trinity , was manifeftcd in the flefh" ; that a being 

xtvil. who pervades the univerfe, had been confined 
in the womb, of Mary; that his eternal duration 
had been marked by the days, and months, and 
years of human exiftence ; the Almighty had 
been fcourged and crucified ; that his impaf- 
fible efTence had felt pain and anguifli ; that his 
omnifcience was not exempt from ignorance ; 
and that the fource of life and immortality expir- 
-ed on mount Calvary- Thefe alarming confe- 
qirences were affirmed with unblufhing fimplicity 
by Apollinaris , bifhop of Laodicea , and one 
of th(i luminaries of the church. The fon of a 
learned grammarian , he wa‘s (killed in all the 
feiences of Greece-; eloquence , erudition , -and 
philofophy, confpicuou^ in the volumes of Apol- 
iinaris , were. humbly devoted to the fgrvice of 
religion. The worthy friend of Athanafius, the 
worthy antagonift of Julian, he bravely wreftled 
with the Arians and Polytheifts , and , though he 
affedled the rigour of geometrical demonftration , 
his commentaries revealed the literal and allego- 
rical fenfe of the feriptures. A myftery , which 
had long floated in the loofenefs of popul.tr 
belief, was defined by his perverfe diligence in 
a technical form ; and he firft proclaimed the me- 
morable words, “ One incarnate nature of Chrift, ” 
“ which are (fill re-echoed with hoftile clamours 
in the churches of Afia , Eg>'pt, and jEthiopia. 
He’ taught that the Godhead was united or 
mingled with the body of a man ; and that the 
the eternal wifdora , fupplied in tlie flelh 
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the place and office of an human foul. Yet as 
the profound dodor had been terrified at his 
own rafliriefs , Apollinaris was heard to mutter 
fome faint accents of.excufe and explanation. He 
acquiefced in the old diftindion of the Greek 
philofophers , between the rational and fenfitive 
foul of man; that he might referve the Loq s for 
intclledual fundions, and employ the fubordinate ’ 
human principle in the meaner adions of animal 
life. With the moderate Docetes , he revered 
Mary as the fpiritual , rather than as the carnal , 
mother of Chrift, whole bo^dy either came from 
heaven , impallible and incorruptible , or was 
abforbed , and as it wcre» transformed, into the 
effence of the Deity. The fyllem of Apollinaris 
was ftrenuoufly encountered . by the Afiauc and 
Syrian divines, whofe fthools are honoured by 
the names of Bafil , Gregory , and' Chr) foilom , 
and tainted by thofe of Diodorus , Theodore , 
and jjNeftorius. But the perfon of the aged 
bifhop of Laodicca , his charader and dignity, 
remained inviolate; and his rivals, fince we may 
not fufped them of the weaknefs of toleration , 
were aftonilhed\ perhaps, by the novelty of the 
argument, and diffident of the final fentence of 
the Catholic church Her judgment at length 
inclined in their favour; the herefy of Apollinaris 
was condemned , and the feparate congregations 
of his difciples were proferibed by the Imperial 
laws. But his principles were fecretly cntertai;'-d 
in the monallerics of Egypt, and his enenjies feic 
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CHAP. 

XLVII. 

V. Orthodox 
Gonfent and 
verbal dil* 
putes. 


the hatred of Theophilus and-Cyril the fiiccefllvC 
patriarchs of Alexandria. 

V. The groveling Ebionite, and the phantaftic 
Docetes , were rejedcd and forgotten : the recent 
zeal againd the errors of Apollinaris, reduced the 
Catholics to a feeming agreement with the double 
nature of Cerinthus. But inftead of a temporary 
and occafional alliance, they eflablifhed, and ttc 
flill embrace, the fubllantial , indiffoluble, arxi 
everlafling union of a perfect God, with a per- 
fect man, of the fecond perfon«of the trinity 
with a reafonable foul and human flcfii. In the 
beginning of the fifth century , the unity of the 
treo natures was the prevailing doctrine of the 
church. On' all fides , it was confeHTed , that the 
mode of their co-exiltence could neither be repre- 
fented by our ideas nor exprelTed-by our language. 
Yet a fecret and incurable difeord was cherifhed, 
between thofe who were moll apprehenfive of 
confounding, and thofe who were molt fearful 
of feparating, the divinity, and the 'humanity 
of Chrift. Impelled by religious frenzy, they 
fled with adveife hafle from the error which 
thev mutually deemed molt deftructive of truth 
and falvation. On either hand*thcy were anxious- 
to guard, they were jealous to defend, the union 
and the diftinclion of the two natures , and to 
invent futh forms of fpeech , fuch fym'bols of 
dodlrine , as were lealt fufceptible of doubt or 
ambiguity. The poverty of ideas and language 
tempted them to ranfack art and nature for every 
polfible comparifon , and each comparifon mifled 
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their fancy in the explanation of an incomparable chap. 
myftery. In the polemic ' microfcope , an atom xi.vii. 
is enlarged to a monfter, and each party was 
Ikilful to exaggerate the abfiird or impious con- 
clufions that might be extorted from the princi- 
ples of their adverfarie.c. To .efcape from' each 
other, they wandered through many- a dark and 
devious thicket, till they were aftonilhed by the 
horrid phantoms of Cerinthus and Apollinaris , 
who guarded the oppofite ilTues of the theological 
labyrinth’. As foon as they beheld the twilight 
of fenfe and herefy, they fiarted, meafured back 
their fteps, and were again involved in the' gloom 
of impenetrable orthodoxy. To purge themfelves 
from the guilt or reproach of damnable error, 
they difavowed their confequences , explained 
their principles , excufed their indiferetions , and 
iinanimoufly pronounced the founds of concord 
and faith. Yet a latent and almoft. invifible fpark 
ftill lurked among the embers of controverfy : 
by the breath of prejudice and pafliony it was 
quickly kindled to a mighty flame, and the verbal 
difputcs ” of the Oriental feds have fliakcn the 
pillars of the church and (late. 

The name of Cyril of Alexandria is famouscyrn.ps; 
in controverfial ftory, and the title oi faint , is a 
rnark that his opinions and his party have finally a d. 4h.' 
prevailed. In the boufe of his uncle, the ardi- * 8 — 
bifliop Theophilus , he imbibed the orthodox 
lelTons of zeal and dominion , and five years of 
his youth were profitably fpent in the adjacent 
monafteries of Nitria. Under the tuition of the 
^ 0 , 3 
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c II A p. abbot Serapion, be applied hinrifelf to ecclefiaftical 
jii.vn. ftudies, with fuch indefatigable ardour, that in 
the courfe of one fleeplefs night, 'he has perufed 
the four gofpels, the catholic epiftles, and the 
epifLle to the Romans. Qrigen be detefted ; but 
the writings ol Clemens and Dionyfius, of Atha* 
n.'.fius and Bafil , were continually in his hands: 
by the theory and pradice of difpute, his faith 
\vas confirmed and his wit was lharpened ; he 
extended round his cell the cobwebs of fcholaftic 
theology , and meditated the works of allegory 
and metaphyfics, whofe remains, in feven verbofe 
folios , now peaceably flumber by the fide of 
their rivals Cyril prayed and fafted in the 
defert, but his thoughts (it is the reproach of a 
friend *') were Hill fixed on the 'world; and the 
call of 7 heophilus , who fummoned him to the 
tumult of cities and fynods , tvas too readily 
obeyed by the afpiring hermit, with the appro- 
bation of his uncle , fie affumed the office , and 
acquired the fame , of a popular preacher. His 
comely perfon adorned the pulpit , the har- 
mony of his voice refounded in the cathedral, 
his friends were ftationed to lead or fecond the 
applaufe of the congregation , and the hafly 
notes of the feribes preferved his difeourfes , 
which , in their effetff , though not in their 
compofition , might be compared with thofe of 
! the Athenian orators. The death of Theophilus 
exp.anded and realifed the hopes of his nephew. 
The clergy of Alexandria was divided ; the 
foldiers and their general fupported the claims of 
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tlie archdeacon ; but a refiRIefs multitude , with 
voices and with hands , afferted the caufe of 
their favourite , and , after a period of thirty- 
nine years, Cyril was feated on the throne of 
Athanafnis 

T he prize was not unworthy of his ambition. 
At a diftance from the court , and at the head of 
an immenfe capital, the patriarch, as he was 
now ftyled, of Alexandria had gradually ufiuped 
the Rate and authority of a civil magiRrate. The 
public and private charities of the city were 
managed by liis diferetion; his voice inflamed or 
appeafed the paflions of the multitude; his com- 
mands were blindly obeyed by his numerous and 
fanatic parabolani familiarifed in their daily 
office with feenes of death ; and the praefedts of 
Egypt were awed or provoked by the temporal 
power of thefe ChriRian pontifts. Ardent in the 
profecution of herefy, Cyril aufpicioufly opened 
his reign by ppprcRing the Nov'atians, the moft 
innocent and harmlel's of the fedaries. The in- 
terdidion of their religious worRiip, appeared in 
his eyes a juR /md meritorious ad; and he con- 
fifeated their holy vel’els, without apprehending 
the guilt of facrilcge. The toleration , and even 
the privileges of the Jews, who had multiplied 
to the number of forty thouflind, were fecured 
by the laws of the CtcRtrs and Ptolemies, and a 
long prefeription of feven hundred years fmee the 
foundation of Alexandria. Without any legal 
fcntence , without any royal mandate , the pa- 
triarch, at the dawn of day, led a feditious mill- 
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CHAP, titude to the attack of the fynagogues. Unarmed 

XLvii. and unprepared, the Jews were incapable of re- 
liftance; their houfes of prayer were levelled 
with the ground, and the epifcopal warrior, 
after rewarding his troops with the plunder of 
their goods, expelled from the city the remnant 
• ■ of the unbelieving nation. Perhaps he rriight 
plead the infolence of their profperity, and their 
deadly hatred of the Chriftians, whofe '^blood 
they had recently flied in a malicious or accident- 
al tumult. Such crimes would have deferved the 
animadverfion of the magiftrate; but in this pro- 
mifeuous outrage, the innocent were confounded 
with the guilty, and Alexandria was impoverilhed 
by the lofs of a wealthy and induftrious colony. 
*1 he zeal of Cyril expofed him to the penalties 
of the Julian law; but in a feeble government, 
and a fupcrftitious age, he was fecure ’of im- 
punity, and even of praife. Oreltes complained; 
but his juft complaints were too quickly forgot- 
ten by the tninifters of Theodofius , and too' 
deeply remembered by a prieft who alfeded to 
pardon, and continued to hate, the prxfedl of 
Egypt. As he palfed through the fti'-ects , his 
chariot was allauited by a band of five hundred 
of the Nitrian monks; his guards fled from the 
wild beads of the defert; his protedations that he 
was a Chridian and a Catholic, were anfwercd 
by a volley of dones , and the f.ace of Oredes 
was covered with blood. The loyal citizens of 
Alexandria hadened to bis refeue; be inllantly 
fatistied hisjudicc and revenge againd the monk 
by whefe hand be had been wounded , and 
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Ammonlus expired' under the rod of the lidlor. At p 11 1 p. 
the command of Cyril, his. body was r'aifed frona 
the ground ;* and tranfpo.rted , in fplemn procef- 
fion , to the cathedral; the name of Ammonius 
was changed to that of Thaumafius the wonder- 
ful-, his tomb was decorated with the trophies 
of martyrdom , and the patriarch afeended the 
pulpit to celebrate the magiianimity of an alTalliia 
and a rebel. Such honours might incite the faith- 
ful to cornbat and die under the banners of the 
faint; and he foon prompted, or accepted, the 
facritice.of a virgin, who profeffed the religion of 
the Greeks , and cultivated the friendfliip of 
Oreftes. Hypatia^'the daughter of Theon the ' 
mathematician was initiated in her father’s 
ftudies; her learned comments have elucidated 
the geomt;try of Apollonius and Diophantus , 
and Ihe publicly taught, both at Athens and 
Alexandria, the philofophy of Plato and Arif- 
tode.. In the bloom of beauty , and in the ma- 
turity of wifdom , the modeft maid refufed her 
lovers and inftrudled her difciples ; theperfons moft 
ijluftrious for their, rank or merit were impatient 
to., vifit the female philofopher; and Cyril be^ 
held , with a jealous eye , the gorgeous train of 
Iiorfes and flaves who crowded the door of her 
academy. A rumour was fpread ' among the 
Chriflians , that the daughter of Theon was the 
only obftacle to the reconciliation of the prxfedt 
and the archbi/hop; and that obflacle was fpee- 
dily removed. On a fatal day, in the holy fea. 
fou of Lent, Hypatia \yas torn from her chariot, 
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dripped naked, dragged to the church,- and iM- 
luimanly butchered by the hands 9! Peter the 
reader, and .a troop of hxvage and mercHefs fana- 
tics : her fiefh was fcraped from her bones with 
lliarp oyfter-fhells and her quivering limbs 
were delivered to the flames. The juft; progrefs 
of enquiry and punifliment was ftopped by fea- 
fonable gifts; but the murder of Hypatia has im- 
printed an indelible ftain on -the charatfter and 
religion of Cyril of Alexandria 

Superftition , perhaps, would more gently ex- 
piate the blood of a virgin , than the bauifliment 
of a faint; and Cyril had accompanied his uncle 
to the iniquitous fynod of the Oak. When the 
memory of Chryfoftom was reftored and con- 
fecrated , the nephew of Theophilus, at the 
head of a dying faction , ftill maintained the 
' juftice of his fentence ; nor was it till after a 
tedious delay and an obftinate rcfiftance , that 
he yielded to the confent of the Catholic world 
His enmity to the Byzantine pontiffs *’ was a 
fenfe of intereft, not a fally of paflion; he envied 
their fortunate ftation in the funfliine of the Irri- 
perial court; and he dreaded their upftart ambi- 
tion , which oppreffed the metropolitans of Eu- 
rope and Afia, invaded the provinces of Antioch 
and Alexandria, and meafured their diocefe by 
the limits of the empire. . The long moderation 
of Atticus, the mild ufurper of the throne of 
Chryfoftom , fufpcnded the animofities of the 
eaftern patriarchs; but Cyril was a length .awaken- 
ed by the exaltation of a rival more worthy of 
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his ■ efteem and hatred-. After the fhort and 
troubled reign of Sifinnius bilhop of Conflanti- 
nople , the fadions of the clergy , and people 
were appealed by the choice of the emperor, who, 
on this ogcafion , confulted the voice of fame, ^ 
and invited the merit of a ftranger. Neftorius 
a native of Germanicia, and a monk of Antioch, 
was recommended by the aufterity of his life, 
and the eloquence of his fermons ; but the firft 
homily which he preached before the devout 
Theodofius betrayed the acrimony and impatience 
of his zeal. “Give me, O Cxfar,” he exclaim-’ 
cd , “ give me the earth purged of heretics , and 
“ I will give you in exchange the kingdom of 
“ heaven. Exterminate with me, the heretics, 

“ and with you, I will exterminate the Perfi- 
“ ans. ” On the fifth day,' as if the treaty had 
been already figned, the patriarch of Conftanti- 
tiople difcovered , furprifed, and attacked a fecret 
conventicle of the Arians: they preferred death to 
fubmiffion ; the flames that were kindled by their 
defpair , doon fpread to the neighbouring houfes, 
and the triump-h of Neftorius was clouded by the 
name of incendiary. On either fide of the Hel- 
lefpont, his cpifcopal vigour impofed a rigid 
formulary of faith and difcipline; a chronological 
error concerning the feftival of Eafter was punifli- 
ed as an offence againft the' church and ftate. 
Lydia and C.aria, Sardes and Miletus, were 
purified with the blood of the obftinate Quar- 
todecimans; and the edidt of the emperor, or 
rather of the patriarch , enumerates three and 
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twenty degrees and denominations In the guilt 
and punilhment of herefy But the fword of 
perfecution, which Neftorius fo furioully wield- 
ed , was foon turned againft his own breaft. 
Religion was the pretence; but, in the judg^ 
ment of a contemporary faint, ambition was the 
genuine motive of epifcopal warfare • 

In the Syrian fchool, Neftorius had beed taught 
to abhor the confufion of the two natures , and 
nicely to difcriminate the humanity of his majier 
Chrift from the divinity of the Lord Jefus The 
Bleffed Virgin he revered as the mother of Chrift, 
but his ears were offended with the ralh and 
recent title of mother of God ’*, which had been 
infanfibly adopted fince the origin of the Arian 
controverfy. From the pulpit of Conftantinople , 
a friend of the patriarch , and afterwards the pa- 
triarch himfelf, repeatedly preached againft the 
ufe, or the abufe, of a word ” unknown to the 
apoftles , unauthorifed by the church , and which 
could only tend to alarm the timorous, to miflead 
the fimple , to amufe the profane , and to juftify , 
by a feeming refemblance, the, old genealogy of 
Olympus In his calmer moments Neftorius con- 
feffed, that it might be tolerated or excufed by 
the union of the two natures, and the communi- 
cation of their, idio/ia *': but he was exafperated , 
by contradidion , to difclaim the worlhip of a 
new-born, an infant Deity, to draw his inadequate 
fimilies from the conjugalior civil, partnerftiips of 
life, and to deferibe the manhood of Chrift as 
the robe, the inftrument, the tabernacle of his 
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Godhead. At thefe blafphetnous founds , the pil- 
lars of the fandluary were fhaken. The unfuccefs- 
ful competitors of Neftorius indulged their pious 
or perfonal refentment , the Byzantine clergy was 
fecretly difpleafed with the intrufion of a Aranger ; 
whatever is fuperAitious or abfurd, might claim 
the protedlion of the monks; and the people was 
jntcreAedin the glory »of their virgin patronefs ”, 
The fermons of the archbidiop , and the fervice 
of the altar, were diAurbed by feditious clamour; 
his authority and dodlrine were renounced by 
feparate congregations; every wind fcattered round 
the empire the leaves of controverfy ; and the 
voice of the combatants on a fonorous theatre 
re-echoed in the cells of PaleAine and Egypt. It 
was the duty of Cyril to enlighten the zeal and 
ignorance of his innumerable monks;' in the fchool 
of Alexandria, he had imbibed and profeffed the 
incarnation of one nature ; and the fuccelTor of 
Athanafius confulted his pride and 'ambition, 
when he rofe in arms again A another Arius, more 
formidable ami more guilty, on the fccond throne 
of the hierarchy. After a fliort correfpondence , 
in which the rival prelates difguifed their hatred 
in the hollow language of refpedl and charity, 
the patriarch of Alexandria denounced to the 
prince and people, to the EaA and to the WeA, 
the damnabyle errors of the Byzantine pontiff. 
From the EaA, more efpecially from Antioch, he 
obtained the ambiguous counfcls of toleration and 
filence , which were addreffed to both parties 
while they favoured the caufe of NcAorius. But 
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c H A p. the Vatican received with open arms the m'elTen- 
XLvii. gers of Egypt. The vanity of Celeifine was flat- 
tered by the appeal ; and the partial verfion of a 
monk decided the faith of the pope, who, with 
his Latin clergy, was ignorant of the language, 
the arts, and the theology of the Greeks. At the 
head of an Italian fynod , Celelline .weighed the 
merits of the caufe , approved the creed of Cyril , 
condemned the fentiments and perfon of Neftorius, 
degraded the heretic from his epifcopal dignity, 
allowed a refpite of ten days for recantation and 
penance,. and delegated to his enemy the execu- 
tion of this radi and illegal fci;tence. But the pa- 
^ triarch of Alexandria , whilfl he darted the thun- 
ders of a god , ' expofed the errors and paffions of 
a mortal : and his twelve anathemas ftiil torture 
the orthodox flaves, who adore’the memory of a 
faint, without forfeiting their allegiance to the 
fynod of Chalcedon.. Thefe bold alTertions are 
indelibly tinged with the colours of the Apolli- 
narian herefy : but the ferious , and perhaps the 
fincere , profeffions of Neftorius hav'e fitisfied the- 
wifer and lefs partial theologians of the prefent 
times \ 

Firft eonncn Yet neither the emperor nor the primate of 
were difpofed to obey the mandate of 

June oao. an Italian prieft ; and a fynod of the Catholic , 

or rather of the Greek church , was unanimoufly 
demanded as the foie remedy that could appeafe 
or decide this ecclefiaftical quarrel Ephefus , 
on all fides acceflible by fea and land , was 
chofen for the place , the feftival of Pentecoft for 
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the day, of the meeting: a 'writ of fummons chap. 
was difpatched to each noetropolitan , and a xlvii. 
guard was llationed to protccfl and confine the 
fathers till they Ihould fettle the myfteries of 
heaven , and the faith of the earth. Neftorius 
appeared not as a criminal , but as a judge ; he 
depended on the weight rather than the number 
of his prelates , and his- fturdy flaves from the 
baths of Zeuxippus were armed for every fervice 
of injury or defence. But his adverfary Cyril was * 
more powerful in the weapons both of the fleih 
and of the fpirit. Difobedient to • the letter, or at 
leaft to the meaning, of the royal fummQnsj he 
was atterided by fifty Egyptian bilhops, wha 
expedled from their patriarch’s nod the infpiration 
of the Holy Ghoft. He had contradled an intimate 
alliance with Memnon bilhop of Ephefus. The 
defpotic primate of Afia difpofed of the ready 
fucconrs of thirty or -forty epifcopal votes : a 
crowd of peafants , the flayes of the church, 
was poured into the city to fupport with blows 
and clamours a metaphyfical argument; and the - 
people zealoufly afferted the honour of the 
virgin, whofe body repofed within the walls of 
Ephefus **. The fleet which had tranfported 
Cyril from Alexandria was laden with the riches 
of Egypt; and he difembarked a numerous body 
of mariners, flaves, and fanatics, enlifted with / 

blind obedience under the banner of St. Mark 
and the mother of God. The faihcrs, and even 
the guards , ot the council were 'awed by. this 
martial array; the adverfaries of Cyril and Mary 
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•W’ere iflfulted in the ftreets , or threatened in 
their houfes;.his eloquence and liberality made 
a daily encreafe in the number of his adherents ; 
and the Egyptian foon computed that he might 
command the attendance and the voices of two 
hundred bifhops *\ But the author of the 
twelve anathemas forefaw and dreaded the oppo* 
fitron of John of Antioch , who, with a fmall, 
though refpedable, train of metropolitans and 
divines , was advancing by flow journies from 
the diftant capital of the Eaft. Impatient of a 
delay which he ftigmatized as voluntary and 
culpable , Cyril announced the opening of the 
fynod fixteen days after the feftival of Pentecofl. 
Neftorius, who depended on the near approach 
of his Eallern friends perfifted like his prede- 
CelTor Chryfoftom , to difclaim the jurifdiclion 
and to difobey the fummons*^ of his enemies : 
they haftened his trial, and his accufer prefided 
in the feat of judgment. Sixty -eight bifhops, 
twenty-two of metropolitan rank, defended his 
caufe by a mddeft and temperate proteft : they 
were excluded from the counfels of their brethren. 
Candidian ,' in the emperor’s name , requefted a 
delay of four days: the profane magiftrate was 
driven with outrage and infult from the afferably 
of the faints. The whole of this momentous tranf- 
'adtion was crowded into the compafsiof a fum- 
mer’s day: the bilhops delivered their feparate 
Opinions; but the uniformity of ftyle reveals the in- 
"fluence or the hand of a mafter , w'ho has been 
accufed of corrupting the public evidence of their 
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and fubfcriptions Without a diffenting voice, chap, 
•they recognized in the cpiltles of Cyril, the Ni- XLVii, 
ccne creed and the doclnne of the fathers : but the 
partial extracls from the lettcis and homilies of 
. Neftorius were interrupted by curfes and anathe- 
mas: and the heretic was degraded from his 

epifcopal and ecclefiaftical dignity. The fentence, 
inalicioufly inferibed to the new Judas, was affixed ‘ 
and proclaimed in tha llreets of Kphefus : the 
weary prelates , as they iffued from the church 
of the mother of God , were fiilutcd as her. 
champions; and her victory was celebrated by 
the illuminations, the fongs,.and the tumult of 
the night. ^ 

On the fifth day, the triumph was clouded byoppoCtion of 
the arrival and indignation of the Eafbcrn bilhops. 

In a chamber of the inn, before he had wiped 
the dull from his fiioes , John of Antioch gave 
audience to Candidian the Imperial minider; who 
related his ineffedtual efforts to prevent or to 
annul the hafly violence of the Egyptian. With 
equal hade and violence, the Oriental fynod of 
fifty bifliops degraded Cyril and Memnon froia 
their epifcopal honours , condemned , in the 
• twelve anathemas , the pured venom of the 
Apollinarian herefy, and deferibed the Alexan- 
drian primate as a monder, born and educated 
for the dedruclion of the church His throne 
was didant and inacceffible ; but they indantly 
refolved to bedow on the flock of Ephefus the 
blelfing of a faithful flicpberd. By the vigilance 
jof JMemnon , the churches were flnit againffi 
VoL. VIII. • K. 
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CHAP, them, and a (Irong garrifon was thrown into 

xcvn. the cathedral. 1 he troops , nndcr the command 
of Candidian , advanced to the affault ; the 
outguards were routed and put to the fword, 
but the place was impregnable: the befiegers 
retired; their retreat was purfued by a vigorous 
f.tlly ; they loft their horfes , and many of the 
foldiers were dangeroufly wounded with clqbs 
and ftoncs. Ephefus, the city of the Virgin, was 
defiled with rage and clamour, with fedition 
and blood ; the rival fynods darted anathemas 
and excommunications from their fpiritual en- 
gines; and the court of Theodofius was perplexed 
by the adverfe and contradieftory narratives of 
the Syrian and Egyptian factions. During a bufy 
period of three months, the emperor tried every 
method , except the moft effecftual means of 
indifference and contempt , to reconcile this 
theological quarrel. He attempted to remove or 
intimidate the leaders by a common fentence of 
acquittal or condemnation; he inverted his re- 
prefentatives at Ephefus with ample power and 
military forced he fummoned from either party 
eight chofen deputies to a free and candid 
conference in the neighbourhood of the capital, 
far frorn the contagion of popular frenzy. But 
the Orientals refufed to yield , and the Catholics, 
proud of their numbers and of their Latin allies , 
rejCifted all terms of union or toleration. The 
patience of the meek Theodofius was provoked , 
and he diffolved in anger this epifcopal tumult, 
which at the diftance of thirteen centuries affumed 


Digitized by Googl 


I 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 243 

the venerable afpecft of the third oscunnenical 
council “ God is my witnefs, ” faid the pious 
prince, “ that I am not the author of this confu- 
“ fion. His providence will difeern and punilh the 
“ guilty. Return to your provinces, and may 
“ your 'private virtues repair the mifehief and 
fcandal of your meeting. ” They retunied to 
their provinces ; but the fame pallions whir h had 
diffracted the fynod o*^ Fphefus were diffufed 
over the Eaflern world. After three obftinate 
and equal Oiimpaigns , John of Antioch and Cyril 
of Alexandria condefeended to explain and em- 
brace : but their feeming re -union mull be 

imputed rather to prudence than to reafon , to 
the rhutual latitude rather than to the Chriftian 
charity of the patriarchs. 

The Byzantine pontiff had inftilled into the 
royal ear a baleful prejudice againft the charader 
and condud of his Egyptian rival. An epiitle 
of menace and inv^edive which accompanied 
the fummons, accufed him as a bufy, infolent, 
and envious prieft, who perplexed the fimplicity 
of the faith , violated the peace of the church and 
Bate, and, by his artful and feparate addreffes 
to the wife and fifter of Theodofius, prefumed 
to fuppofe, or to fcatter, the feeds of difeord in 
the Imperial family. At the Bern command of 
his fovereign, Cyril had repaired to Ephefus , 
•where he was refilled, threatened, and confined, 
by the magillrates in the interell of NeBorius and 
the Orientals; who affembled the troops of Lydia 
and Ionia to fupprefs the fanatic and diforderly 
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c II A l\ train of the patriarch ALithont cxpccling the 
XLVii. royal licence, he cfcaped from his "iiarHs, preci- 
pitately embarked, deferted the impcricdl fynod, 
and retired to his epifcopal fortrefs of fafety and 
independence. But his art'ul emilfarics, both in 
the court and city, fncceLfuily laboured to ap- 
peafe the refentment, and to conciliate- the favour, 
of the emperor. The feeble Ion of Arcadius \v.is 
altern'ately fwayed by his wile and filter, by the 
cunnehs and women of the palace : fiiperkticion 
and avarice were their ruling- palfions ; and .the 
orthodox chiefs were allid'uous in their endeavours 
to alarm tl.e lormer and to gr.itify the latter. Con- 
ftantinople and the fuburbs were fandilicd with 
frequent monaderies , and the holy abbots, Dal- 
rnatius and Eutyches had devoted their zeal 
and fidelitv ^to the caufe of Cyrd, the worfliip 
of Mary, and the unity of Cihrifl:. From the firft 
moment of their monadic life , the\t had never 
mingled with the world , or trod the profane 
ground pf ^he city. But in this awful moment 
of the danger of the church, their vow was fu- 
perfeded by a more fublihie and indirpenl'able 
duty. At the head of a long order of monks and 
hermits , who carried burning tapers in their 
hnids, and chaunted litanies to the mother of 
Ciod, they proceeded from their monaderies to 
the palace. I'he people was edified and inflamed 
by this extraordinary fpeclaclc , and the trembling 
monarch lidened to the prayers and adjurations 
of the faints , who boldly pronounced , that none 
could hope for falvation , unlefs they embraced 
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tFc perfon and the creed of the orthodox fuccef- chap, 
for of Athanarms. At the fame time every 
avpiiue of the throne was an'aiilted with gold. 

L'lidcr the decent names of cuboks and h.mJic- 
ti/ns^ the courtiers of both fexes were bribed ac- 
cording to the meafnre of their power and rapa- 
cioufnefs._ Hut their inceffant demands defpoil' d 
the famfliiaries of Conffantinople and Alexandria; 
and the authority of the patriarch was unable to 
filcnce the julf murmur of iiis clergy, that a debt 
of iixty thoLifand pounds had already been cc'u- - 
tracled to fupport the expcnce of this fcandalous 
corruption Fulcheria, who relieved her brother 
from the weight of an empire, was the firmefl 
pillar of orthodoxy ; and fo intimate was the al* 
liance between the thunders of the fynod and the 
whifpers of the court, that Cyril was a'fured of 
fuccefs if he could difplace one eunuch , and fub- 
ftitute another in the favour of 1 heodofips.’ Yet 
the Egyptian could not boall of a glorious or 
decifive vidtory. The emperor, with unac+ 
cuffomed firmnefs, adhered to his promife of pro- 
teding the innocence of the Orienlal bifliops; 
and Cyril foftened his anathemas, and confeffed, 
with ambiguity and reluclancc, a twofold nature 
of Chrift , before he was permitted to fatiate his 
revenge againft the unfortunate Neftorins 

The rafli and obftinate Neftorins, before thecxiieof 
end of the fynod, was opprefted by Cyril, be- 
trayed by the court, and faintly fupported by 
bis Eaftern friends. A fentimcnt of fear or in- 
dignation prompted him , while it was yet time , to 
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CHAP, affedl the glory of a voluntary abdication " : his' 
jtLVil. wifli, or at leaft his rcquefl, was readily granted; 

he was conduced with honour from hphefus. to 
his old monaftcry of Antioch; and, after a Ihort 
paufe, his fticceffors , Maximian and Proclus, 
were acknowledged as the lawliil biOiops of Con- 
ftantinople. But in the filence of his cell , the 
degraded patriarch could no longer refume the 
innocence and fecurity of a private monk. The 
pafl he regretted, he was difeontented with the 
prefent , and the future he had reafon to dread: 
the Oriental bifhops fucceflively difengaged their 
caufe from his unpopular name, and each day 
decreafed the number of the fchil'matics who re- 
vered Neftorius as the confelTor of the faith. 
After a rcfidence at Antioch of four years, the 
hand of Theodofius fubferibed an cdici ”, which 
ranked him with Simon the magician, proferibed 
his opinions and followers , condemned his 
writings to the flames, and banifired his perfon 
flrfl; to Petra iri Arabia, and at length to Oafis, 
one of the islands of the Libyan defert Seclud- 
ed from the church and from the world, the exile 
was ftiJI purfued by the rage of bigotry and war. 
A wandering tribe of the Elemmyes or Nubians, 
invaded his folitary prifon : in their retreat they 
difmifled a crowd of ufelefs captives ; but no 
> . fooner had Neftorius reached the banks of the 

Nile , than he would gladly have efcaped from a 
Roman and orthodox city to the milder fervitude 
of the favages. His flight was punifhed as a new 
crime ; the foul of the patriarch infpired the civil 
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and ecclefiaftical powers of Egypt; the md^iTira- 
tes, the foldiers, the monks, devoutly tortured 
the enemy of Chrifl and St. Cyril ; and , as far 
as the confines of iEthiopia, the heretic was al- 
ternately dragged and recalled, till his aged body 
was broken by the hardfliips and accidents of 
thefe reiterated journies. Yet his mind was Hill 
independent and ercdl; the prelident of Thebais 
was awed by his paftoral letters ; he furvived the 
Catholic tyrant of Alexandria, and,. after fixteeii 
years banifliment, the fynod of Chalcedon would, 
perhaps have reftored him to the honours, or at 
leaft to the communion , of the church. The 
death of Neftorius prevented his obedience to 
their welcome fummons and his difeafe miglit 
afford fome colour to the fcandalous report, that 
his tongue, the organ of blafphcmy, had been 
eaten by the worms. He was buried in a city 
of Upper Egypt, known by the names of Chem- 
nis, or Panopolis, or Akmim but the immor- 
tal malice of the Jacobites has perfevered for 
ages to caft ftones againfl his fepulchre , and to 
propagate the foolifh tradition, that it was never 
watered by the rain of heaven, which equally 
defeends on the righteous and the ungodly 
Humanity may drop a tear on the fate ol Nefto- 
rius: yet juftice mull obferve, that ho fufltred 
the perfecution which he liad approved and in- 
flided 

The death of the Alexandrian' primate , after a 
reign of thirty-two years, abandoned the Catho- 
lics to thc’intcmperance of zeal and the abufe of 
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fe H A P. vidory The monrphyiltte dddrine (one incar- 
XL VII. nate nafurc) was rigoroully preached in the church- 
es of Egypt and the monallerics of the Kart: ; 
the primitive creed of Apollinaris was protected 
by theJandity of Cyril; and the name of Hu- 
TyTMies, his venerable friend , has been applied 
to the fed moft adverfe to the Syrian herefy of 
Ncflorius. His rival Eiityches was the abbot, 
or archimandrite, or fuperior of three hundred 
monks, but the opinions of a fimple and illiterate 
reclufe might ha\e expired in the cell, where 
be had flcpt above feventy years, if the refent- 
ment or indifcrction of Flavian the Byzantine 
pontiff, had not expofed the fcandal to the eyes 
of the Chriftian world. His domcllic fynod was 
inffantly convened, their proceedings were fnllicd 
with clamour and artifice, and the aged heretic 
’was fvirprifed into a feeming- confelbon , that 
(ihrift had not derived his body from the fab- 
ftance of the V^irgin JVlary. From their partial 
decree, Eutyches appealed to a general council; 
and his caufe was vigoroufly a(rcr(ed by his 
godfon Chryfaphius , the reigning eunuch of the 
palace, and his accomplice Diof.orus, who had 
fucceeded to the throne, the creed, the talents. 
Second and the vices of the nephew of d heophilus. By 
the fpecial fummons of Theodolius , the fecond 
A 1 ). 449 , fynod of Ephefns was judicioufly compofed of 
An"iiit 8 metropolitans and ten bifliops from each of 

the fix diocefes ol the Eaftern empire: fome ex- 
ceptions of favour or merit enlarged the number 
to one hundred and thirty-five; and the Syrian 
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Barfiimas, as the chief anri reprefentative of the 
monks, was invited to fit and vote with the 
fucceffors of the apoftles. But the defpotifm of 
the Alexandrian patriarch again oppreifod the 
freedom of debate: the fame fpiritual and carnal 
weapons were again drawn from the arfenals of 
' Egypt; the Afiatic veterans, a band of archers, 
ferved under the orders of Diofeorus, and the. 
more formidable monks, whofe minds were in- 
acceirible to reafon or merev, befieged the doors 
of the cathedral. The general, and, as it fhould- 
feera , the unconftrained voice of the fathers , ac- 
cepted the faith and even the anathemas of Cyril;, 
and the hcrefy of the two natures was formally 
condemned in the perfons and writings of. the 
moft learned Orientals. “ May thofc who divide 
“ Chrift, be divided with the fword , may they 
“ be hewn in pieces, may they be burnt alive!”: 
were the charitable wifhes of a Chriftian. fynod "®.' 
The innocence and fandiry of Eutyches were 
acknowledged without hefitation but the pre- 
lates, more efpecjally thofe of Thrace and Afia, 
were unwilling to depofe their patriarch for the 
ufe or even the abufe of his lawful jurifdidion. 
They embraced the knees of Diofeorus , as he 
flood with a 'threatening afpecl on the footflool 
of his throne, and’ conjured him to forgive the 
offences, and to refpecS the dignity, of his brother. 
“ Do you mean to raife a fedition? ” exclaimed 
the relentlcfs tyrant. “ Where are the officers?” 
At thefe words a furious multitude of monks and. 
fnldiers, with ftaves, and fwords , and' chains. 
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burfl; into 'the church : the trembling bifliops hid 
themfelves behind the altar, dr under the benches, 
and as they were not infpired with the zeal of 
martyrdom , they fuccellively fubferibed a blank 
paper, which was afterwards filled with the con- 
demnation of the Byzantine pontiff. Flavian was 
inftantly delivered to the wild-beafts of this fpirit- 
ual amphitheatre: the monks were ftimulated by 
the voice and example of Barfumas to avenge 
tbe injuries of Chrifl: it is faid that the patriarch 
of Alexandria reviled, and buffeted, and kicked, 
and trampled his brother of Conftantinople : 
it is certain , that the vicn;im , before he could 
reach the place of his exile, expired on die 
third day, of the wounds and bruifes which he 
had received at Ephefus. <iThis fccond f^mod 
has been juflly branded as a gang of robbers and 
affaffins; yet the accufers of Diofeorus would 
magnify his violence-, to alleviate the cowardice 
and inconftancy of their own behaviour. 

' The faith of Egypt had prevailed: but the van- 
quiflied party was Supported by the fame pope 
who encountered without fear the hoftile rage 
of Attila and Genferic. .The theology of Leo, 
his famous tome dr epi filer on: the myftery of the 
incarnation had been difregarded by the fynod 
of Ephefus: his authority,- "and that of the Latin 
church, was-infulted in his legates, who efcaped 
from flavery and death to relate the melancholy 
tale of the tyranny of Diofeorus and the martyr- 
dom of Flavian. His provincial fynod annulled 
the irregular proceedings of Ephefus; but as this 
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ftep was itfelf irregular, he folicited 'the convo- 
cation of a general council in the free and Ortho- 
dox provinces of Italy. From his independent 
throne, the Roman bilhop fpoke and ac"led with- 
out danger, as the head of the Chriftians , and 
his didatcs were obfequioufly tranfcribed by Pla- 
cidia and her fon Valentinian ; who addreffed 
their Eaftern colleague to reftore the peace and 
unity of the church. But the pageant of Orien- 
tal royalty was moved with equal dexterity by 
the hand of tlie eunuch ; and Theudofius could 
pronounce , without hefitation , that the church 
was already peaceful and triumphant , and that 
the recent flame had been extinguilhed by the 
jufl punifliment of the Neftorians. Perhaps the 
Greeks would be Hill involved in the hcrefy of 
the Monophyfites, if the emperor’s horfe had 
not fortunately humbled ; Theodofius expired ; 
his orthodox After, Pulcheria, with a nominal 
hufband, fucceeded to the throne; Chryfapbius 
v/as burnt, Diofcorus was difgraced, the exiles 
were recalled,' and the tome of Leo was fubfcribed 
by the Oriental bilhops. Yet the pope was dif- 
' appointed in his favourite projctftof a Latin coun- 
cil; he difdained to preAde in the Greek fynod , 
which was fpecdily alTcmbled at Nice in Bithynia; 
his legates required in a peremptory tone the 
! prtfence of the emperor; and the weary fathers 
were tranfported to Chalcedon under the imme- 
diate eye of Marcian and the fenate of Conftan- 
tinople. A quarter of a mile from the Thracian 
Bofphorus, the church of St. Euphemia ^vas built 
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CHAP, on the fummit of a gentle though lofty afcent: 
XI.VII. the triple Rmdure was ccichiatcd as a prodigy 
of art, and the boundhfs profjied of the land 
anil fea might have raifed the mind of a fedary 
to the contemplation of the God of the uiiiverfe. 
Six hundred and thirty bifliops were ranged in 
order in the nave of the church; but the patriarchs ‘ 
of the Eafl were preceded by the legates , of 
whom the third was a fimple pried; and the 
place of honour was rclerved for twenty laymen 
of confular or fenatorian rank. 1 he gofpel was 
odentatioufly difplayed in the centre, but the 
rule of laith was dehned by the Papal and Im- 
perial miniders, who moderatfd the thirteen fef- 
lions of the council of Chalcedon Their par- 
tial interpofition iilenced the intemperate fliouts 
and execrations, which degraded the epifcopal 
gravity; but, on the formal accufation of the 
legates, Diofeorus was compelled to defeend from 
bis throne to the rank of a criminal., already con- 
demned in the opinion of his judges. 1 he Orien- 
tals, Icfs adverfe to 'sedorius than to Cyril, ac- 
cepted the Romans as their deliverers: Thrace, 
and Fontus, and Afia, were exafperated againd 
the murderer of Flavian, and the new patriarchs 
of Condantinople and Antioch fecured their pla- 
ces by the facrilice of their benefactor. The 
bifliops of Paledine, IVTaoedonia, and Greece, ' 
were attached to the faith of Cyril; but, in the 
face of the fynod, in the heat of the battle, the 
leaders, with their obfequious train, paffed from 
the right to the left vying , and decided the 
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victory by this fcafonable defertinn. . Ofthcfey en- 
teen fulTragans who failed from Alexandria, four 
were tempted from their, allegiance , and tliir- 
teen , falling proftrate on the ground , implored 
the mercy of the council with fighs and tears, 
and a pathetic declaration, that, if they yielded, 
they fliould be malTacred on their return to 
Egypt by the indignant people. A tardy repent- 
ance was allowed to expiate the guilt or error 
of the actonipliccs of Diofcorus: but their fins 
were accumulated on his head; he neither aficed 
nor hoped for pardon, and the moderation of 
thofe who pleaded for a general amnefty , w.as 
drowned in the prevailing cry of victory and 
revenge. To fave the re[)Utation of his late ad- 
herents, fonie pcrfunal offences were (kilfully de- 
tected ; his rad) and ideiral excommunication of 
the pope, and his contumacious refufal (while 
he was detained a prifoner) to attend the fum- 
inons of the fynod. AVitncdes .were introduced 
to prove the fpecial facfls of his pride, avarice, 
and cruelty; and the fathers heard with abhor- 
rence , that the alms of the church were lavillied 
on the female dancers, that his palace, and even his 
bath, was open to the proftitutes of Alexandria, 
and that the infamous Fanfophia, or Irene, was 
publicly entertained as the concubine of the 
patriarch “. 

For thefe fcandalous offences Diofcorus w.as de- 
pofed by the fynod , and baniflied by the emperor: 
but the 'purity of his faith was declared in the pre- 
fence, and with the tacit approbation, of tljc 
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CH A T. fathers. Their prudence fiippofed rather than pro- 
XLvil. nounccd the herefy of Eutyches , who was never 
fummoned before their tribunal; and they fat 
filent and abafhed, when a bold Monophyfite , 
cafting at .their feet a volume of Cyril, challenged 
them to anathematize in his perfon the dodrine of 
the faint. If we fairly perufe the acts of Chalcedon 
as they are recorded by the orthodox party 
we fliall find that a great majority of the bifliops , 
embraced the fimple unity of Chrift; and the am- 
biguous concefiTiou , that he was formed OF or 
FKO.M two natures , might imply either their pre- 
vious exiftence, or their fubfequent confufion, or 
fomc dangerous interval between the conception 
of the man and the afTumption of the God. 1 he 
Roman theology, more pofitive and precil'e, 
adopted the term mofl blfenfive to the ears of the 
Egyptians, that Chrift exifted IN two natures; 
and this momentous particle *' (which the me- 
mory, rather than the underftanding, muft retain ) 
had almoft produced a fchifm among the Catholic 
bifliops. The tome of Leo had been refpedlfully , 
perhaps fincertly, fubferibed: but they protefted , 
in two fucceffive debates , that it was neither ex- 
pedient nor laNvful to tranfgrcfs the facred land- 
marks which had been fixed at Nice , Conftanti- 
nople , and Ephefus , according to the ru(c of 
feripture and tradition. At length they yielded to 
the importunities of their mafters, but their infal- 
lible decree, after it had been ratified with deli- 
berate votes and vehement acclamations , was 
Qverturned in the next feflion by the oppofttion 
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of the legates and their Oriental friends. It was chap. 
in vain that a multitude of epifcopal voices re- XLVIJ. 
peatcd in chorus , The dcfin.itiorL of the fa- 
“ thers is orthodox and immutable ! The heretics 
“ are now difcovered ! Anathema to the Nefto- 
‘‘ rians! Let them depart from thefynod! Let them 
“ repair to Rome The legates threatened, 
the emperor was abfolute , and a committee of 
eighteen bifliops prepared a new decree , which 
was impofed on the reluAant alTembly. In the 
name of the fourth general council , the Chrift in 
one perfon, but /n,two natures, was announced to 
the Catholic world : an invifiblc line was drawn 
between the herefy of Apollinaris and the faith of 
St. Cyril ; and the road to paradile , a bridge as 
lliarp as a razor, was fufpended over the abyfs 
by the mafter-hand of the theological artift. During 
ten centuries of blindnefs and fervitude, Europe 
received her religious opinions from the oracle of 
the Vatican; and the fame dodlrine , already var- 
nifhed with the ruft of antiquity , was admitted 
without difpute into the creed of the reformers, 
who difclaimed the fupremacy of the Roman pon- 
tiff. 1 he fynod of Chalcedon ftill triumphs in the 
protelfant churches; but the ferment of controverfy 
lias fubfided , and the moll pious Chriflians of the 
prefent day are ignorant or carelefs of their own 
belief concerning the myflery of the incarnation. 

Far different was the temper of the Greeks and 
Egyptians under the orthodox reigns of Leo and Difeoni of 
IMarcian. Thofe pious emperors enforced with *'’* 
arms and edids the fymbol of their faith and -isi— -48t 
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CHAP, it was declared by the confclcnce or honour of 
XJ.VII. fiveluindrcd biOiOps, tint the decrees ol the I'ynod 
of Chalcedon niiglit be lawfully fupported , even 
■with blood. 1 he Catholics obferved with fatis- 
faclion , that the fame fynod was odious both to 
the Neflorians and the IMonophyfites “ ; but the 
Nel'torians were Icfs angry , 'or lefs powerful , and 
the Hall was dilfracled by the obiliuate and fan- 
guinary zeal of the Alonophyfites.. Jcrtifalem was 
■occupied by an army of monks; in the name of 
the one incarnate nature, they pillaged, they 
burnt, they muidered; the fepulchre of Chrift 
was ddiled with blood ; and the gates of the city 
were guarded in tumultuous rebellion againff the 
troops of the emperor. After the difgrateand exile of 
Diolcorus, the Egyptians ftill regretted their fjuri- 
tual father; and deteffed the ufurpation of his fuc- 
eedbr, who was introduced by the fathers of Chal- 
cedon. The throne ofProterius was fupported by 
a guard of two thoufand foldiers ; he waged a five 
years war againft the people of Alexandria; and 
on the firft intelligence oi the death of Alarcian, 
he became the \ddim of their zeal. On the third 
day before the feflival of Ealler, the patriarch 
was befiegcd in the cathedral , and murdered in 
the baj)tiffery. The remains of his mangled corpfe 
• were deliv'ered to the flames, and his allies to the 
wind: and the deed was infpired by the vifion 
of a pretended angel; an ambitious monk, wbo, 

. under the name of Timothy the Cat , fucceeded 
to the place and opinions of Diofeorns. This 
deadly fuperfUtion was iuliamed , on either fide , 

by 
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by the principle and the pradice of retaliation: chap* 
in the purfnit of a metaphyfical quarrel , many xtvii* 
thoufands^* were flain , and the Chriftian<5 of every 
deerce were deprived of the fubftantial enjoyments' 
of focial life , and of the invifiblc gifts of baptifm 
*nd the holy communion. Perhaps an extrava-, 
gant fable of the times m.ay conceal an allegorical 
pidure of thefe fanatics, who tortured each other, 
and themfelves. “ Under the confuinhp of Ve- 
nantius and Celer,” fays a grave bifliop, “the 
“ people of Alexandria, and all Egypt, were 
“ feized with a ftrange and diabolical frenzy; 

“ great and fmall , flaves and freedmen, monks 
“ and clergy j the natives of the land, who op- 
pofed the fynod of Chalcedon, lofl their fpeccli 
“ and reafon, barked like dogs, and tore, with 
“ their own teeth , the flelh from their hands and 
arms . 

Thediforders of thirty years at length produced The Hcneti- 
the famous Hbnoticon” of the emperor zeno , 
which in his reign , and in that of Anaftafius , 

•was figned by all the bifltops of the Eaft. under 
the penalty of degradation and exile , if they 
rejeded or infringed this falutary and fundamental 
law. The clergy may fmile or groan at the pre- 
fumption of a layman who derines the articles 
of faith; yet if he ftoops to the humiliating talk, 

}iis mind is lefs infeded by prejudice or inuerefl, 
and the authority of the magilfrate can only be 
maintained by the concord of the people. It is 
in ecclefiallical ftory, that Zeno appears Icafe 
contemptible ; and I stoa not able to difeeru any* 
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CHAP. Manich^ean or Eutichian guilt iil the generous 
xiVii. faying of Anaftafius, that it was unworthy of an 
emperor to pcrfecutc the worfliippers of Chrift and 
the citizens of Rome. 7'hc Henoticon was. moft 
pleafing to the Egyptians ; yet the fmallcfl ble- 
mifli has not been dcfcribcd by the jealous, and 
even jaundiced , eyes of our orthodox fchoolmen, 
and it accurately reprcfents the Catholic faith of 
the incarnation, without adopting or difclaiming 
the peculiar terms or tenets of the hoftile feds. 
A folemn anathema is pronounced againft Nefto* 
rius and Eutyches; againll all heretics by whom 
Chrift is divided , or confounded , or reduced to 
a phantom. Without defining the number or the 
article of the Word nature, the pure fyftem of S. 
Cyril , the faith of Nice, Conftantinople, and 
Ephefus , is refpedfully confirmed; but, inftead 
of. bowing at the name of the fourth council , 
the fubjed is difmilTed by the cenfiire of- all con- 
trary dodrines , if any fuch have been taught 
cither elfewhere or at Calcedon. Under this am- 
biguous expreftion , the friends and the enemies 
of the laft fynod might unite in a fi lent embrace. 
The moft'reafonable Chrifiians acquiefced in this 

• mode of toleration ; but their reafon was feeble 

and inconftant, and their obedience was defpifed 
as timid and fervile by the vehement fpirit of 
their brethren. On a fubjed which engroffed th« 
thoughts and difcourfes of men , it was difficult 
toprel'erve an exad neutrality; a bobk, a fermon, 
a prayer , rekindled the flame of controverfy ; 
and the boods of communion were alternately 
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broken and renewed by the private animofity of chap. 
the bifliops. The fpace between Neftorius and XLVli. 
Eiityche5 was filled by a tboufand {hades of 
language and opinion; the acephali of Egypt, 
and the Roman pontills, of equal valour, though- 
of unequal ftrength , may be found at the two 
extremities of the theological fcale. The acephali , 
without a king ora bifliop , were feparated above 
three hundred years from the patriarchs of Alex- 
andria , who had accepted the communion of 
Coiifiantinopic , without exading a formal con- 
demnation of the fy nod of Chalcedon. For ac- 
cepting the communion of Alexandria, without a 
formal approbation df thd fame fynod; the pa- 
triarchs of Conllantinople were anathematifed by 
the popes. Their inflexible dcfpotifm involved 
the moll orthodox of the Greek churches in this 
fpiritual contagion , denied or doubted the validity 
of their facraments , ^nd fomented, thirty-live 
years, the fchifm of the Eaft and Weft, till they 
finally abolifhed the memory of four .Byzantine 
pontiffs, who had dared to oppofe the fupremacy 
of St. Peter Before that period , the pre- 
carious' truce of Conllantinople and Egypt had 
been violated by the zeal of the rival prelates. 
J*>Iacedonius , who was fufpecled of the Neftorian 
herefy , afferted , in difgrace^and exile, the fynod 
of Chalcedon , while the fucceffor of Cyril would 
have purchafed its overthrow with a bribe of two 
tlioufand pounds of gold. 

In the fever pf the times , the fenfe or rather The Trifi- 
t.hc found', of a fyllable , was fuHicient to dillurb 
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the peace of an etnpire. The TrisagiON 
{thrice holy), “ Holy, holy, holy. Lord God 
“ of Hoft.s ! ” is fuppofed , by the Greeks , to 
be the klciitical hymn which the angels and 
cherubim eteriially lepcat -before the throne of 
God, and which, about the middle of the fifth 
century, was miraculonfiy revealed to the church 
of Conltantinople. 1 he devotion of Antioch 
foon added, “ who was crucified for us ! ” and 
this grateful addrefs., either to Chrill alone , or 
to the whole Trinity, may be jufUlied by the 
rules of theology, and has been gradually adopted 
by the Catholics of the Ea'l and WelL But it 
had been imagined by a Monophyfite bifliop’^ ; 
the gift of an enemy was at r.rft rejected as a dire 
and dangerous blafphemy , and the rafii innova- 
tion had nearly coft the emperor Anaftafius his 
throne and his life The people of Conflanti- 
nople was devoid of any rational principles of 
freedom: but they held, as a lawful caufe of 
rebellion’; the colour of a livery in the races, or 
the colour of a myftcry in the fchools. The 
TriLgiou, with and without this obnoxious ad- 
dition , was chaunted in the cathedral by two 
adverfe choirs, and, when their lungs were ex- 
haufted , they had recotirfc to thfe more fohd 
arguments of flicks^ and ftones: the aggrefl'ors 
were punilhed by the emperor, and defended by 
the patriarch; and the crown and mitre were 
flaked on the e\’ent of this mdmentous quarrel. 
The ftreets were inflantly crowded with innu- 
merable fwarms of men, women, and children; 
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the legions of monks, in regular array, marched, 
and llioutcd , a-nd fought at their head. “ Chrif- 
“ tians ! thisds the day of martyrdom ; let us not 
dcl'ejt our fpiritual father; anathema to the 
“ Manichneiin tvrant! he is unworthy to reign. 
Su;.h was the Catholic cry ; and the gallies of 
Anaflafuis lay upon their oars before the palace, 
t:i! file patriarch had pardoned his penitent, and 
huflied the waves of the troubled multitude. The 
triumph of hlaccdonius was checked by a fpeedy 
exile ; but the zeal of his flock was again exafpe- 
rated by the fame queftion, “ AVlicther one of 
“ the Trinity had been crucified ? ” On, this mo- 
mentous occafion ; the blue and green factions of 
' Conflantinople fufpended their difeofd , and the 
civil and military powers were annihilated in their 
prefence. The keys of the city , and the fland- 
ards of the guards, were depofited in the forum 
of Conflantine, the principal ftation and camp 
of the faitlrful. Day and night they were incei- 
fantly bufied either in finging hymns to the ho- 
nour of their God , or in pillaging and murdering 
the fervants of their prince. The head of his 
favourite monk, the friend, as they ftyled him, 
of the epemy of the Holy Trinity , was borne 
aloft on a fpcar; and the firebrands which had 
^ been darted againft heretical flrudurcs, diffufed 
the undillinguifiiing flames over the moft orthodox 
• buildings. The ftatucs of the emperor were broken, 
and his peifon was concealed in a fuburb, till, 
at the end of three days , he dared to implore the 
mercy of hislubjects. Without his diadem, and 
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in the poflure of afiippliant, Anaflafms appeared 
on the throne of the circus. 1 he Catholics , before 
his face , rehearfetl their genuine Trifagion ; 
they exulted in tlie offer which he proclaimed by 
the voice of a herald , of abdicating the pur- 
ple ; they liftened to the admonition, that,fiuce 
fill could not reign , they fhould previoufly 
agree in the choice of a fovereing ; and they 
accepted the blood of two unpopular miniflers, 
whom their mafter , without helitation , con- 
demned to the lions. Thcfe furious but tranfient 
feditions were encouraged by the fuccefs of 
Vitalian, who, with an army of Huns and Bul- 
garians, for the moft part idolaters, declared himfelf 
the champion of the Catholic faith. In this pious 
rebellion he depopulated Thrace , befieged Con- 
flantinople, exterminated fixty-five thoufand of 
his fellow- Chriftians , till he obtained the recall 
of the bifliops, the fatisfadlibn of the pope, and 
the eflabliniment of the council of Chalcedon , 
an orthodox treaty, reluctantly figned by the 
dying Anaftafius, and more • faithfully performed 
Firft religious by the uncle of Juflinian. And fuch was the 
event of the firjl of the religious vyars, which 
have been waged in the name, and by the dif- 
ciplcs, of the God of Peace . 

Juftinian has been already feen in the various 
chara-Scr anj ]igi,fs of 3 princc , a conoueror , and a law- 

poverrmrnt ' r 1 i 1 • «o n il i • r 

giver: the theologian flill remains, and it af- 
fords an unfavourable prejudice, that his theo- 
logy Ihould form a very prominent feature of hi.s 
portrait. The fovereign fympHthifed Syith his 
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fubjecfls in their fiiperftitious reverence for -living chap. 
and departed faints: his Code, and more efpc- XLVII. 
cially his Novels, confirm and enlarge the privi- 
leges of the clergy; and in every difputc be- 
tween. a monk and a layman, the partial 'judge 
was inclined to pronounce, that truth, and' inno- 
cence, and juftice , were always on the fide of 
the church. In his public and private devotions, 
the emperor was affiduous and exemplary; his 
prayers, vigils , -and falls, difplayed the auftere 
penance of a monk ; his fancy was amufed by 
the hope, or belief, of perfonal infpiration; 
he had fecured the patronage of the Virgin and 
St. Michael the archangel; and his recovery 
from a dangerous difeafe was aferibed to the 
miraculous fuccour of the holy martyrs Cofmas 
and Damian. The capital and the provinces' of the 
Eaft were decorated with the monuments of his 
religion "; and, though the far greater par.t of 
thefe'cdftly flrudures may be attributed to his 
tafte or oftentation, the zeal of the royal architecl: 
was probably quickened by a genuine fenfe of 
love and gratitude towards his invifible benefac- 
tors.’ Among the titles of Imperial greatnefs, 
the name of Pious was moft pl?afing to his ear; . 
to promote the temporal and fpiritual iaterefl of 
the church, \vas the ferious bufinefs of his life; 
and the duty of father cf his country was often 
facrific^d to that of defender of the faith. The 
controverfies of the times were congenial to his 
temper and underftanding; and the theological- 
profelTors muft inwardly deride the diligence pf % 
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ftranper, who cultivated tlicir art and neglec5led 
luj own. “ V/hat can yc fear,” faid a bold con- 
fpirator to his affociates, “from your bigoted 
“ tyrant? Slecplefs and unarmed he fits whole 
“ nights In his clofet, debating with reverend 
“ greybeards, and turning over the pages of ce- 
“ cldialbical volumes*'.” The fruits of thefc 
lucubiations were difplayed in' many a confer- 
ence , where .luftinian might fliine as the loudefl: 
and mqll fiibtle of the difputants; in many a 
fermon , which, under the name of edicts and 
epiltles, pro^l.iimed to the empire the theology 
of their matter. \V hile the Barbarians, invaded 
the province.s, while the vidorious legions march- 
ed under the banners of Belifarius and Narfes, 
the fucceffor of T rajan , unknown to the camp , 
vvas content to vanquifli at the head of a fynod. 
Had he iinuted to thefe fynods a difintcrefted 
and rational fpectator, Juftinian might have learn- 
ed “ that religipus controverfy is the offspring 
“ of arrogance and folly; that true piety is moll 
“ laudably exprelfed by . filence and fubmiflion ; 
“ that man ignorant of his own nature , fliould 
“ not prefunre to ferutinife the nature of his 
“ God; and, that it is fulTicient for us to know, 
“ that power and benetolence are the perfect 
“ attributes of the Deity *’.” 

Toleration was not the virtue of the times, 
and indulgence to rebels has feldom been the vir- 
tue of princes. But when the prince defeends 
to the narrow and peevifh character of a difput- 
^rt’, he is eallly provoked to fupply the defect 
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of argument by tbe plenitude of power, and to cbaf- chap. 
tifc without mercy tlie perverfe blindnefs of thofe xlvii. 
whowiliully nmt.their eyes againft the light of de- 
monllration. 1 he reign of Juflinian was an uniform, 
yet, various fcene of perfecution ; and he appears 
to. have furpaffcd his indolent predeceffors , both 
in the contrivance of his laws and the rigour of herttiess 
their execution. T he infufficient term of three 
months was afligned for the converfion or exile 
of all heretics**; and if he flill connived at their 
precaa ious ftay, they were deprivedj under his iron 
yoke, not only of the benefits of fociety, but of the 
common birth-right of men and Chrillians. At the 
end of four hundred years, the Montanifls of Phry- 
gia *' ftill breathed the wild cnthufiafm of perfec- 
tion and prophecy, which they had Imbibed from 
their male and female apo.Tles, the fpecial. organs 
of the Paraclete. On the approach of the Catho- 
lic priefls and foldicrs, they grafped with ala- 
crity the crown of martyrdom ; the conventicle 
and the congregation periflicd in the flames, but 
thefe primitive fanatics were not extinguilhed 
three hundred years after the death of their tyrant. 

Under the 
the church 

braved the feverity of the laws : their clergy 
equalled the wealth and magnificence of the 
fenate; and the gold and filver which were feized 
by the rapacious hand of Juflinian might perhaps 
be claimed as the fpoils of the provinces and the 
trophies of the Barbarians. A fecret remnant of of Pagans? 
pagans, ^Yho flill lurked irt the moft refined and 


protection of tne Gothic confederates, 
of the Arians^at Conflantinople had 
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CHAP, the mofl riiflic conditions of mankind, excited 

xi-vii. the indignation of the Chriflians, who were per- 
haps unwilling that any ftrangers fhoiild be the 
witnelfes ©f their inteftinc quarrels. A'bifliop 
was named as the inqiiifitor of the faith , and 
his diligence foon difeovered in the court and 
city, the magiflrates , lawyers, phyficians, and 
fophifts, who full cherifhed the fuperflition of 
the Greeks. They were Ilernly informed that 
they muft chufe without delay between the dif- 
pleafure of Jupiter or Juftinian, and that their 
averfion to the gofpel could no longer be dif- 
guifed under the fcandalous mafk of indifference 
or impiety. The patrician Photius perhaps alone 
was refolved to live and to die like his anceftors; 
he enfranchifed himfelf with the ftroke of a 
dagger, and left his tyrant the poor cbnfolation 
of expofing with ignominy the lifelefs corpfe of 
the fugitive. His weaker brethren fubmitted 
to their earthly monarch, underwent the cere* 
mony of baptifm , and laboured , by their ex- 
traordinary zeal, to eraze the fufpicion, or to* 
expiate the guilt, of idolatry. The nativ'e coua- 
try of Homer, and the theatre of the Trojan 
war, ftill retained the laft fparks of his mytho- 
logy: by the care of the fame bifliop, feventy 

thoufand Pagans were detecfled and converted in 
Afia , Phrygia, Lydia, and Caria ; ninety-fix 
churches' were built for the new profejytes ; 
and linen veftments , bibles , and liturgies , and 
• vafc.s of gold and filver, were fupplied by the 
of Jews; pious munificence of Juftinian The Jews, who 
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had been gradually (Irlppcd of tlicir immunities, 
were opprelfed by a vexatious law, which com- 
pelled them to obferve the feftival of Ealfer the 
fame day on which it was celebrated by the 
Chriftians And they .might complain with 
the more reafon , fince the Catholics themfclves 
did not agree with the aftronomical calculations 
of their fovereing: the people of Conflantinople 
delayed the beginning of their Lent a whole 
week after it had been ordained by authority; 
and they had the pleafure of faffing feven days, 
while meat was expofed for fale by the command 
of the emperor. The Samaritans of Paleftinc ** 
were a motley race, an ambiguous fec"l, rejeded 
as Jews by the Pagans, by the Jews as fchifmatics, 
atid by the Chriftians as idolaters. The abomi- 
nation of the crofs had already been planted on 
their holv mount of Garizim but the perfecu- 
tion of Juftinian offered only the alternative of 
baptifm or rebellion. They chofe the latter: 
under the ftandard of a defperate leader, they 
rofe in arms, and retaliated their wrongs on the 
lives, the property, and the temples of a dcfencc- 
lefs people. The Samaritans were finally fubdued 
by the regular forces of the Eaft: twenty thoufand 
were flain , twenty thoufand were fold by the 
Arabs to the infidels of Perfia'and India, and the 
remains of that unhappy nation atoned for the 
crime of treafon by the fin of hypOcrify. It has 
been computed that one hundred thoufand Roman 
fubjeds were extirpated in the Samaritan war 
which coinTJ tcd the bnce-fruitful province into a 
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defolate and fmoking wildernefs. But in the creed 
of Jiiftinian, the guilt of murder coiild not be 
applied to the flaughtcr of unbelievers; and he 
pioufly laboured to eftablifli with lire and fword 
tlic unity of the Chrillian faith 

With thefe fentiments , it was incumbent on 
him, at leail, to be always in the right. In the 
firll years of his adminillration , he fignalifed his 
zeal as the difciple and patron of orthodoxy: the 
reconciliation of the Greeks and Latins eftablillied 
the tome of St. Leo as the creed of the emperor 
and the empire ; the Nefforians and Eutychians 
were expofed, on cither fide, to the double edge 
of perfecution ; and the four fynods , of Nice, 
Conftaminoplc , Ephefus , and Chulcctlon , were 
ratified by the code of a Catholic lawgiver 
But while Juftinian ftrove to maintain the uni- 
formity of faith aod worfliip, his wife Theodora, 
v.'hofe \ ices were not incompatible with devotion, 
had liftened oo the Monophyfite teachers ; and 
the op*en or clandeftine enemies of* the church 
revived and multiplied at the fmile of their 
gracious paironefs. • The c.apital , the palace, the 
iiuptiui bed, were torn by Ipirituai difeord; yet 
iu doubtful was the finccaity of the royal conforts, 
tlntt their feeming diiagreement was imputed by 
many to a fecroc and mifehievous confederacy 
againftthe rcilgion and happinefs of their people ”. 
The famous dirpuLc cf the three chapteks ”, 
which has filled more volumes than it deferves 
lines , is deeply marked with this fubtle and 
difmgenuous Ipirit. It was now tiiree hundred 
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•years fiJice the body of Oriyen " had been eaten 
by the worms: his foul', of which he held the 
pre-exi deuce , was in the hands of its Creator, but 
his writings were eagerly perufed by the monks 
of Paleftine. In thefe writings, the piercing eve 
of Judinian deferied more than ten metaphylical 
errors; and the prlrriitive dodor, in the company, 
of Pythagoras and Plato, was devqted by the 
clergy to the eternity of hell-fire , which he had 
prefnraed to deny. Under the coyer of this pre- 
cedent , a treacherous blow was aimed at the 
council of Chalcedon. The fathers had liftened 
without impatience to the praife of Theodore of 
IMopfueffia " ; and their juftice or indulgence 
had reftored both Theodoret of Cyrrhus , and 
Ibas of Edeffa, to the communion of the church. 
Put the charaders of thefe Oriental bifhops were 
tainted with the reproach of herefy; the firff had 
been the mafter, the two 'others were the friends, 
-of Neftorius : their mod fufpicious palTages were 
accufed under the title of the three chapters ; and. 
tlie condemnation of their memory mud involve 
the honour of a fynod , whofe name was pro- 
nounced with fincere or affeded reverence by the 
Catholic world. If thefe bifliops , whether innocent 
or guilty, were annihilated in the deep of death, 
tlify would not probably be awakened by the 
clamour, which after an hundred years was railed 
over their grave. If they were already in the 
f.u-igs’of the daemon, their torments could neither 
be aggravated nor alTuaged by human imludry. 
If in tire company of faints and anoei$ they 
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enjoyed the rewards of piety, they mull have fmiled 
at the idle fury of the theological infeds who 
flill crawled on the fuif.ice of the earth. The 
foremofl of thefe infcc'ls , the emperor of the 
Romans, darted his fting, and diflillcd his venom, 
perhaps without difccfmng the true motives of 
Theodora and her ecclefiafticaf fadion. The 
vidims were no longer fubjed to his pov/er, and 
the vehement ftyle of his edids could only pro- 
claim their darnnation, and invite the clergy of 
the Eaft to join in a full chorus of curfes and 
anathenias. The Eaft , with fome hefitation , 
confented to the voice of her fovereign; the fifth 
general council , of three patriarchs and one hun- 
dred and fixty-five bifliopSj.was held at Conftan- 
tinople; and the authors, as well as the defenders, 
of' the three chapters were feparared from, the 
communion of the faints , and folemnly delivered 
to the prince of darknefs. But the Latin churches 
were more jealous of the honour of Leo and the 
fynod of Chalcedon ; and if they had fought as 
they ufually did under the ftandard of Rome , 
they might have prevailed in the caufe of reafon 
and humanity. But their chief was a prifoner in 
the hands of the enemy; the throne of St. Peter, 
which had been difgraced by the fimony, was 
betrayed by the cowardice , of Vigilius , who 
yielded, after a long and inconfiftent ftruggle, to 
the defpotifm of Juftinian and the fophiftry of 
the Greeks. His apoftacy provoked the indigna- 
tion o£ the Latins , and no more than two bifliops 
could be found who would impofe their hands 
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on his deacon and fucceflbr Pciagius. Yet the chap. 
peiTeverance of the popes infenfibly transferred XLVil. 
to their adverfaries the appellation of fchifmatics: 
the Illyrian, African, and Italian churches, were 
opprelfed by the civil and ecclefiaftical powers , not 
without fome effort of military force the diflant 
Barbarians tranferibed the creed of the Vatican, 
and in the period of a century, the fehifm of the 
three chapters expired' in an obfeure angle of the 
Venetian province But the religious difeontent 
of the Italians had already promoted the conquefls 
of the Lombards , and the Romans themfelvas / 
were accuftomed to fufpecl the firith , and to 
deteft the government , of their Byzantine 
tyrant. 

Jullihian was neither fleady nor coilfiftent in 
the nice procefs of fixing his volatile opinions and 
thofe of his fubjeds. In his youth , he was offended ' 
by the flighted deviation from the orthodox line; 
in his old age he tranfgrefTed the meafure of tem- 
perate herefy, and the Jacobites, not lefs than the 
Catholics, were fcandalized by his declaration, 
that the body of Chrift was incorruptible, and 
that his manhood was neyer fubjed to any wants 
and infirmities , the inheritance of our mortal 
flefh. This phantaftic opinion was announced in 
the lad edids of Judinian ; and at the moment 
of his feafonable departure , the clergy had refufed 
to fubferibe , the prince was prepared to perfecute, 
and the people were refolved to fuffer or refid. 

A bifhop of Treves, fecure beypnd the limits of 
his power, addreffed the monarch of the Ead 
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in the language of authority and afFeclion. “ IVToft 
“ gracious Juitinian , remember your baptifm and 
“ your creed ! Let not your grey hairs be dcHled 
“ with hercfy. R.ecall your fathers from exile, 
“ and your followers from perdition. You cannot 
“ be ignorant that Italy and Gaul, Spain and 
“ A frica , already deplore your fall and anathematife 
“ your name. Unlefs, without delay, you deflroy 
“ wh.vt you have taught'; unlefs you exclaim 
“ with a loud voice, I have erred, I have finned, 
“ anatJicma to Neftorius, anathema to Eutych’es, 
“ you deliver your ■ foiil to the fame ilames in 
“ which thr/ji will eternally burn. ” He died and 
made no fign. His death reflorcd in fome 
degree the peace of the church , and the reigns of 
his four fucceffors, Jullin, Tiberius, IVlauricc, 
and Phocas, are diftinguiflied by a rare though 
fortunate vacancy in the ccclefiaRical hlftory of 
the EaR. 

The faculties of fenfe and reafon are leafl capable 
' of adling on themfclves ; the eye is moft inaccellible 
to the fight, the foul to the thought; yet we 
think, and even feel , that one -rr/y, a foie principle 
of adion , is ellcntial to. a rational and confeious 
being. When Ileraclius returned. from the Perfian 
war, the orthodox hero confulted his bifliops , 
whether the Chrift whom he adored, of one 
perfon, but of two natures, was aduated by a 
fingle or a double will. They replied in the 
fingular, and the .emperor was encouraged to 
hope that the .lacobites of bgypt and Svria might 
be reconciled by theprofeHion of a.dodriiie, molb 
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certainly harmlefs , and moft probably true, fince c ir a p. 
it was taut»ht even by the Ncflorians tbemfelves xlvui , 
The experiment was tried without effect, 'and the 
timid or Vehement Catholics condemned eveil 
the femblance of a retreat in the prcfelice of a 
fliblle and audacious enemy. The orthodox (the 
prevailing) party devifed new modes of fpeech , 
and argument, and interpretation : to either nature 
dfChrift, they fpecioufly applied/ a proper and 
diftinel energy ; but the difference was no longer 
viiible when they allowed that the human' and 
the divine will were invariably the fame The 
difeafe was attended with the cuftomary fymptoms, 
but the Greek clergy, as if fatiate with the 
endlefs cbntfoverfy of the incarnation , inftilled a 
healing counfel into the car of the prince and 
people. They declared themfelves monothelites 
(aiferters of the Unity of will) but they tre.ited 
the words as new, the queflions as fuperfluous; 
and recommen*'ed a religious filence as the moft 
agreeable to the prudence and charity of the 
gofpel. This law of filence was fuccefTively impofecFriie eaiicn? 
by the eiihefts or expofition of Heraclius, the type 
or model of his grandfon Conftans and the The type of 
Imperial edids were fubferibed with alacrity of 
fcludancc by the four patriarchs of Rome, Con- 
ftaiitinople, Alexandria and Antioch. But Uie 
biffiop and monks of Jerufalem foundeu 'he alarm: 
in the language ^ or even in the filence, of the 
Greeks, the Latin churches detected a litent 
herefy: and the obedience of pope Monorius to 
the commands of his fovcrcign \yas retraded and 
VoL. VIIL T 
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cenfiircd by the bolder ignorance of his fucceffbrs. 
They condemned the execrable and abominable 
herefy of the Monothelites , who revived the 
errors of Manes, Apollinaris, Eutyches, &c. they 
figned the fentence of excommunication on the 
tomb of St. Peter; the ink was mingled with the 
facraraental wine, the blood of Chrift; and no 
ceremony was omitted that could fill the fuper- 
ftitious mind with horror and affright. As the 
reprefentative of the wcftern church , pope Martin 
and his Lateran fynod anathematifed the perfidious 
and guilty filence of the Greeks : one hundred and 
five bilhops of Italy, for the moft part the fubjeds 
of Conftans , prefumed to reprobate his wicked 
type and the impious of his grandfather, and 
to confound the authors and their adherents with 
the twenty-one notorious. heretics, the apoffates 
from the church , and the organs of the devil. 
Such an infult under the tameft reign could not 
pafs with impunity. Pope Martin ended his days 
on the inhofpitable fhore of the Tauric Cherfo- 
nefus, and his oracle, the abbot Maximus, was 
inhumanly chaftifed by the amputation of his 
tongue and his right-hand But the fame 
invincible fpirit furvived in their fucceffors , and 
the triumph of the Latins avenged their recent 
defeat, and obliterated the difgrace of the three 
chapters. The fynods of Rome were confirmed 
by the fixth general council of Conftantinople , 
in the palace and the prefence of a new Conllan- 
tine, adefcendant ofHeraclius. The royal convert 
converted the Byzantine pontiff and a majority 
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of the bifliops the diflenters, with their chief 
Macarius of Antioch , were condemned to the 
fpiritual and temporal pains of herefy; the Eaft 
condcfcended to accept the leffons of the Weft, 
and the creed was finally fettled, which teaches 
the Catholics of every age, that two wills ot 
energies are harmonifed in the perfon of Chrift. 
The majefty of the pope and the Roman fynod 
was reprefented by two priefts , one deacon , and 
three bifhops ; but thefe obfcure Latins had neither 
arms to compel, nor treafures to bribe, nor lan- 
guage to perfuade; and I am ignorant by what 
arts they could determine the lofty emperor of 
the Greeks to abjure the cathechifra of his infancy, 
and to perfecute the religion of his fathers. Perhaps 
the monks and people of Conftantinople were 
favourabd« to the Lateran creed , which is indeed 
the leaft reafonablc of the' two: and the fufpicion 
is countenanced by the unnatural moderation of 
the Greek clergy, who appear in this quarrel to 
be confcious of their weaknefs. While the fynod 
debated, a fanatic propofed a more fummary 
decifion , by raifing a dead man to life: the prelates 
affifted at the trial, but the acknowledged failure 
may ferve to indicate, that the pallions and 
prejudices of the multitude were not enlifted on 
the fide of the Monothelites. In the next generation, 
when the fon of Conftautine was depofed and flain 
by the difciple of Macarius, they tafted the feaft 
of revenge and dominion : the image or monument 
of the fixth council was defaced , and the original 
adls were committed to the flames. But in the 
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feconcl year , their patron was caft headlong from 
the throne , the bifliops of the Eaft were releafed 
from their occafional conformity , the Roman 
faith was more firmly replanted by the orthodox 
fucceifors of Bardanes, and the fine problems of 
the incarnation were forgotten in the more popular 
and vifible quarrel of the worfliip of images 
Before the end of the feventh century, the 
creed of the incarnation, which had been defined 
at Rome and Conftantinople , was uniformly 
preached in the remote iflands of Britain., and 
Ireland : the fame ideas were entertained , or 
rather the fame words were repeated, by all the 
Chriftians whofe liturgy was performed in the 
Greek or the Latin tongue. Their numbers, and 
vifible fplendour, bellowed an imperfedl claim 
to the appellation of Catholics : but in the Fall, 
they were marked with the'lefs honourable name 
of Jlelchites , or Royalills of men, whofe 
faith , inflead of refling on the bafis of feripture, 
rcafon , or tradition, had been eftablillied, and 
was ftill maintained, by the arbitrary power of 
a temporal monarch. Their adverfaries might 
allege the words of the fathers of Conftantinople, 
who profefs thcmfclves the flaves of the king ; 
and they might relate, with malicious joy, how 
the decrees of Chalcedon had been infpired and 
reformed by the emperor Marcian and his virgin 
bride. The prevailing fadlion will naturally in- 
culcate the duty of fubmifllon , nor is it lefs 
natural that dillenters fliould feel and alTert the 
principles of freedona. Under the rod of pcrfecu- 
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tlon , the Neftorlans and IVTonophyfites dcgene- chap. 
rated into rebels and bigitives ; and the moft XLvir. 
ancient and ufeful allies of Rome were taught 
to confider the emperor not as the chief, but as 
the enemy , of the Chrillians. Langu.ige , the 
leading principle which unites or feparates the 
tribes of mankind, foon diferiminated the fedaries 
of the Eaft, by a peculiar and perpetual badge, 
which abolilhed the means of intercourfe and the 
hope of reconciliation. The long dominion of *«. 
the Greeks, their colonies , and, abov^e all, their f^rotUnwi 
eloquence, had propagated a language, doubtlefs feai. 
the moft perfedt that has been contrived by the 
art of man. Yet the body of the people, both ui 
Syria and Egypt, ftill perfevered in the ufe of 
their national idioms; with this difference how- 
ever, th.at the Coptic^was confined to the rude 
and illiterate peafants of the Nile, while the * 

Syriac *‘°, from the mountains of AfTyria to the 
Red Sea , was adapted to the higher topics of 
poetry and argument. Armenia and AbyfTinia 
were infeded by the fpeech or learning of the 
Greeks; and their Barbaric tongues, which have 
been revived in the ftudies of modern Europe, 
were unintelligible to the inhabitants of the 
Roman empire.' The’ Syriac and the Coptic, the 
Armeniarf and the iEthiopic, are confecrated in 
the fervice of their refpedive churches ; and their 
theology is enriched by domeftic verfions 
both of the feriptures and of the moft popular 
fathers. After a period of thirteen hundred and 
fixty years, the fpark of controverfy, firft kindled 
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CHAP, by a fermon of Neftorius, ftill burns in the bofom 
XLvii. of the Eaft ; and the hoflile communions ftill 
maintain the faith and difcijdine of their founders. 
In the. moft abjed ftate of ignorance, poverty, 
and fervitude, the Neftorians and Monophyfites 
rejed the fpiritual fupremacy of Rome , and 
cherifti the toleration of their Turkifli mafters, 
•which allows them to anathematife , on one 
hand , St. Cyril and the fynod of Ephefus ; on 
the other, pope Leo and the council of Chalce- 
don. The weight which they caft into the 
downfal of the Eaftern empire demands our 
notice , and the reader may be amufed with the 
various profped of, 1. The Neftorians. II. The 
Jacobites III. The Maronites. IV. The Ar- 
menians. V. The Cppts; and, VI. The Abyfti- 
nians. To the three former, the Syriac is common; 
• but of the latter, each is difcriminated by the 

life of a national idiom Yet the modern natives 
of Armenia and Abyflinia would be incapable 
of oonverfing with their anceftors ; and the 
Chriftians of Egypt and Syria, who rejed the 
religion , have adopted the language , of the 
Arabians. The lapfe of time has feconded the 
facerdotal arts; and in the Eaft, as well as in the 
Weft , the Deity is addrefled in an obfolete 
tongue, unknown to the majority of the congre- 
gation. 

I. THE NES- L Both in his native and his epifcopal province, 
TORtANS, the herefy of the unfortunate Neftorius was fpee- 
dily obliterated. The Oriental bifhops , who at 
Ephefus had refifted to his face the arrogance 
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of Cyril, were mollified by his tardy conceflions. C h a p. 
The fame prelates, or their fucceffors, fubfcribed, xLVii. 
not without a murmur, the decrees of Chalce- 
don; the power of the Monophyfites reconciled 
them with- the Catholics in the conformity > of 
paffion, of intereft, and infenfibly of belief; and 
their laft reludtant fjgh was breathed in the 
defence of the three chapters. Their diflenting 
brethren , lefs moderate , or more fincere , were 
crufhed by the penal laws; and as early as the 
reign of Juftinian; it became difficult to find a, 
church of Neftorians within the limits of the 
Roman empire. Beyond thofe limits they had 
difeovered a new world, in which they might 
hope for liberty and afpire to conqueft. In Perfia, 
notwitfl (landing the refiftance of the Magi^ ' 
Chriftianity had flruck a deep root , and the 
nations of the Eaft jepofed under its falutary 
fhade. The catholic, or primate, refided in the 
capital: in his fynods, and in their diocefes, his 
metropolitans , bifhops , and clergy , reprefented 
the pomp and order of a regular hierarchy : they 
rejoiced in the increafe of profelytes, who were 
converted from the Zendav.efla to theGofpel, from 
the fecular to the monaftic life; and their zeal 
was ftimulated by the prefence of an artful and 
formidable enemy. The Perfian church had been 
founded by the miffionaries of Syria; and their 
_ language, difeipline, and dodlrine, were clofely 
interwoven with Its original frame. The catholics 
were eleded and ordained by their own fuffra- 
gans; but their filial dependence on the patriarchs 

T 4 


Digitized by Google 


b83 the decline and FALL 


CHAP, of Antioch is attefled by the canons of the 
Xi-va, Oriental chnrch In the Perfian fchool of 

Edeffa the rifing generations of the faithful 
imbibed their theological idiom; they ftudied in 
the Syriac vcrfion the ten thoiifand volumes of 
T heodore of Mopfuellia , and they revered the 
apollolic faith and holy martyrdom of his difei- 
plc Nefloriiis , whofe perfon and language were 
etjually un’.tnown to the nations beyond the 
Tigris. T he firft indelible lelTon of Ibas bifliop 
of EdelTa, taught them to execrate the, Enyptiam, 
who , in the fynod of Ephefus , had impioufly 
confounded the two natures of Chrift. The flight 
of the mailers and fcholars , who were twice 
expelled from the Athens of S) ria , difperfed a 
crowd of miflionaries inflamed by the* double 
zeal of religion and revenge. And the rigid 
unity of the Monophyfite.s , who , under the 
reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius, had invaded the 
thrones of theEafl, provoked their antag'onifts, 
in a land of freedom, to avow a moral, rather 
than a phylical, union of the two perfons of 
t hrift. Since the firft preaching of the gofpel , 
the Saffanian kings beheld with an eye of 
fufplcion , a race of ahens and apoftates , who 
had embraced the. religion, and who might 
favour the caufe , of the hereditary foes of 
their country. The royal edids had often pro- 
hibited their dangerous corrcfpondence with the 
Syrian clergy ; the progrefs of the fchifm was 
grateful to the jealous pride ofPerozes, and he 
liftcned to the eloquence of an artful prelate , who 
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painted Neftorius as the friend of Peffia, and urged chap. 
him to fecure the fidelity of his Chriftian fubjccts^ xlvii. 
by granting a juft preference to the vieftims and 
enemies of the Roman tyrant. *The Neftorians 
compofed a large majority of the clergy and people : 
they were encouraged by the fmile, and armed 
with the fword , of defpotifm ; yet many of their 
weaker brethren werc'ftartled at the thought of 
breaking loofe from the communion of the Chriftian 
world, and the blood of feven thoufand feven 
hundred Monophyfites or Catholics , confirmed 
the uniformity of faith and difeipline in the churches 
of Perfia Their ecclefiaftical inftitutions are 
diftinguiflied by a liberal principle of reafon, or 
at leaft of policy; the aufterity of the cloyfter 
was relaxed and gradually forgotten ; houfes of mailers 
charity were endowed for the education of orphans ' 1 ^ 'd 
and foundlings; the law of celibacy, fo forcibly &c. 
recommended to thc Greeks and Latins, was difre- 
garded by the Perfian clergy; and the number of 
the cledl was multiplied by the public and reiterated 
nuptials of the priefts , the biftiops , and even the 
patriarch hrmfelf. To this ftandard of natural and 
religious freedom , myriads of fugitives reforted 
from all the provinces of the Eaftern epnpire: the 
narrow bigotry of Juftinian was punifhed by the 
emigration of his moft induftrious fubjedls ; they 
tranfported into Perfia the arts both of peace and 
war: and thofe who deferved the favour, were 
piiomoted in the fervice, of a difcerning^nonarch. 

'1 he arms of Nulhirvan and his fiercer grandfon, 
were-aftifted with advice, and money, and troops. 


Digitized by Google 


283 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c-H A p. by the defperate feflaries who ftill lurked in their 
XLVii. native cities of the Eaft; their zeal was rewarded 
with the gift of the Catholic churches: but when 
thofe cities and churches were recovered by 
Hcraclius , their open profedion of treafon and 
herefy compelled them to feek a refuge in the realm 
of their foreign ally. But the feeming tranquillity 
of the Neftofians was often endangered , and 
fometimes overthrown. They were involved in 
the common evils of Oriental defpotifm ; their 
enmity to Rome could not always atone for their 
attachment to the gofpel:. and a colony of three 
hundred thoufand Jacobites. , the captives of 
Apamea and Antioch , was permitted to ere<fl an 
hoftile altar in the face of the catholic , and in the 
funlhine of the court. In his lafl treaty, Juftinian 
introduced fome conditions which tended to enlarge 
and fortify the toleration of Chriftianity in Perfia. 
The emperor, ignorant of the rights of conference, 
was incapable of pity or efteem for the heretics 
who denied the authority of the holy fynods : but 
he flattered himfelf that they would gradually 
perceive the temporal benefits of union with the 
empire and the church of Rome; and if he failed 
in exciting^ their gratitude , he might hope to 
provoke the jealoufy of their fovereign. In a 
later age, the Lutherans have been burnt at Paris 
and protededin Germany, by the fuperftition and 
policy of the moft Chriftian king. 

Their mir- The deflre of gaining fouls for God , and fubjeds 

jion* in Tar- fgr the church, has excited in every age the dili- 

cbrna! *!:*’ gencc of the Chriftian priefts. From the conqueft 
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of Perfia they carried their fpiritual arms to the chap. 
north, theeaft, and the fouth ; and the fimplicity 
of the gofpel was fafhioned and painted with the — luo. 

colours of the Syriac theology. In the fixth 
century, according to the report of a Neftorian 
traveller Chriftianity was fucceLfully preached 
to the Badrians, the Huns, the Pcrfians^, the 
Indians, the Perfarmenians , the Medes , and the 
Elamites; the Barbaric churches, from the gulf 
of Perfia to the Cafplan fea, were almoft infinite; 
and tlieir recent faith was confpicuous in the 
number and fandtity of their monks and martyrs. 

The pepper coaft of Malabar, and the ifles of the 
ocean, Socotora and Ceylan, were peopled with 
an encreafing multitude of Chriftians , and the 
bifiiops and clergy of thofe fequellered regions 
derived their ordination from the catholic of Baby- 
lon. In a fubfequent age , the zeal of the Neftonans - 
overleaped the limits which had confined the 
ambition and curiofity both of the Greeks and 
Perfians. The miflionaries of Balch and S.amarcand 
•purfued without fear the footfteps of the roving 
Tartar, and infinuated themfelves into the. camps 
of the vallies of Imaus and the banks of the Selinga. 

They expofed a metaphyfical creed to thofe illiterate, 
fliepherds : to thofe fanguinary warriors , they 
recommended humanity and repofe. Yet a khan, 
whofe power they vainly magnified, is faid to 
have received at their hands the rites of baptifm , 
and even of ordination; and the fame of Prejier 
or Prcibytcr John has long aroufed the credulity 
of Europe. The royal convert was indulged in 
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CHAP, the ufc of a portable altar; but he difpatchcd an 

XLVii. embalTy to the patriarch., to enquire how , in the 
feafon of Lent, he fliould abRain from animal 
food, and how he might celebrate the euchariftin 
a defert that produced neither corn nor wine. In 
their progrefs by fea and land, the Neftorians 
entered China by the port of Canton and the 
northern refidcnce of Sigan. Unlike the fenators 
of Rome, who affumed with a fmile the characters 
of prieRs and augurs, the mandarins, who afted 
in public the reafon of philofophers , are devoted 
in private to every mode of popular fupeiRition. 
1 hey cheriRied and they confounded the gods of 
PaleRine and of India; but the propagation of 
ChriRianity awakened the jealoufy of the ftate, 

. and after a fliort viciflitude of favour and per- 

fccution , the foreign fed expired in ignorance and 
oblivion *'*. Under the reign of the caliphs, the 
NeRbrian church was diftufed from China toJeru- 
falem and Cyprus; and their numbers , with thofe 
of the Jacobites, were computed to furpafs the 
Greek and Latin communions Twenty -five 
metropolitans or archbifiiops compofed their hie- 
rarchy, but feveral of thefe were difpenfed , by 
the diRance and danger of the way, from the duty 
of perfonal attendance, on the eafy condition 
that every fix years they fliould teRify their faith 
and obedience to the catholic or patriarch of Babylon, 
a vague appellation, which has been fucceflively 
applied to the royal feats of Seleilcia, Ctefiphon, 
and Bagdad. Thefe remote branches are long 
fince withered, and the old patriarchal trunk ““ 
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is now divided by the Elijahs of Moful , the rcpre- c h a p. 
fentatives, almoft in lineal defcent , of the genuine xlvii. 
and primitive fnccdlion, the Jofephs of Amida, 
who are reconciled to the church of Rome 
and the Simeons of Van or Ormia,. whofc revolt, 
at the head of forty thoufand families, was pro- 
moted in the fixteenth century by the Sophis of 
Perfia. The number of three hundred thoufand 
, is allowed for the whole body of the Neftorians , 
who, under the name of Chaldxans or AlTyrians, ‘ ■ 
are confounded with the moft learned or the mofl: 
powerful nation of Eaftern antiquity. . 

According to the legend of antiquity , the gofpel The Chrifti; 
was preached in India by St. Thomas At the 
end of the ninth century, his Ihrine, perhaps in the i„dia, *" ' 
neighbourhood of Aladras , was devoutly vifited 
by the ambaffadors of Alfred, and their return 
with a cargo of pearls and fpices rewarded the 
2 cal of the Englifli monarch , who entertained the 
Jargefl projedts of trade and difeovery When 
tlic Portuguefe firfl opened the navigation of India , 
the Chriftians of St. Thomas had been feated for 
ages’on the coaft of ATalabar, and the difference 
of their charadter and colour attefled the mixture 
of a foreign race. In arms , in arts, and pollibly 
in virtue, they excelled the natives of Hindoftao: 
the hufljandmen cultivated the palm-tree , the 
merchants were enriched by the pepper trade, the 
foldiers preceded the nairs or nobles of ATalabar, ' 

and their hereditary privileges were refpedled by 
the gratitude or the fear of the king of Cochin 
«ind the Zamorin liimfeUf. They ackno^Ylcdged a 
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-Gentoo fovereigii, but they were governed , even 
in temporal concerns , by the bifhop of Angamala. 
He Itill alTerteci bis ancient title of metropolitan 
of India , but his real jurifdidion was excrcifed in 
fourteen hundred churches, and he was entruftcd 
with the care of two hundred thoufand fouls. 
Their religion would have rendered them the 
firmefl and moft cordial allies of the Portugucfe, 
but the inquifitors foon difcerned intheChriftians 
of St. Thomas the unpardonable guilt of herefy 
and fchifm. Inftead of owning themfelves the fub- 
jecls of the Roman pontiff, the fpiritual and tern- 
poral monarch of the globe , they adhered , like 
their anceftors,to the communion of the Neflorian 
patriarch; and the bifliops whom he ordained at 
Moful , traverfed the dangers of the fea and land 
to reach their diocefe on the coaft of Malabar. In 
their Syriac liturgy , the names of Theodore and 
Neftorius werepioufly commemorated ; they united 
their adoration of the two perfons of Chrift ; the 
title of Mother of God was offenfive to their ear, 
and they meafured with fcrupulous avarice the 
honours of the Virgin Mary , whom the fuperflitiou 
of the Latins had almoji exalted to the rank of a 
Goddefs. When her image was firft prefented to 
the difciples of St. Thomas , they indignantly 
exclaimed, “ We are Chriftians, not idolaters!” 
and their fimple devotion was content with the 
veneration of the crofs. Their reparation from the 
wcftern world had left them in ignorance of the 
improvements or corruptipns of a thoufand years ; 
and their conformity ■yyith the faith and pradlice 
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of the fifth century , would equally difappoint the c h a p. 
prejudices of a papift or a proteftant. It was the xlvii. 
firft care of the minifters of Rome to intercept all 
correfpondence with the Neftorian patriarch , and 
feveral of his bilhops expired in the prifons of the 
holy office. The flock, without alhepherd, was 
affaulted by the power of the Portuguefe, the 
arts of the Jefuits, and the zeal of Alexis de 
Menezes archbifhop of Goa , in his 'perfonal vifi- 
tation of the coaft of Malabar. The fynod of 
Diamper, at which he prefided , confummated the 
pious work of the reunion , and rigoroufly impofed^ 
the dodrine and difcipline of the Roman church , 
without forgetting auricular confeflion, the ftrong- 
cft engine of ecclefiaftical torture. The memory 
of Theodore and Neftorius was condemned, and 
Malabar was reduced under the dominion of the 
pope, of the primate, and of the Jefuits who 
invaded the fee of Angamala or Cranganor. Sixty n. 
years of fervitudc and hypocrify were patiently — iSij. 

endured ; but 9s foon as the Portuguefe empire 
was Ihaken by the courage and induftry of the 
Dutch, the Neftorians aflerted, with vigour and 
effed, the religion of their fathers. The Jefuits 
were incapable of defending the power which they 
had abufed: the arms of forty thoufand Chriftians 
•were pointed againft their falling tyrants ; and the 
Indian archdeacon aflumed the charader of biftiop, 
till a frefli fupply of epifcopal gifts and Syriac 
miflionaries could be obtained from the patriarch 
of Babylon. Since the expulfion of the Portuguefe , 
the Neflorian creed is freely profefled on the coad 
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CHAP, of Malabnr. The trading companies of Holland 
xivii. and England are the friends of toleration ; but if 
Opprellion be lefs mortifying than contempt, the 
Chriftians of St. Thomas havereafon to complain 
of the cold and filent indiftcrence of their brethren 
of Europe 

n TH.rJA II. The hiftory of the Monophyfites is lefs 
coiji i £s. copious and jnterefting than that of the Nefforians. 

Under the reigns of Zeno and Anaflafius, their 
artful leaders furprifed the ear of the prince, ufur- 
ped the thrones of the Eaft, and cruflied on its 
native foil the fchool of the Syrians. The rule of 
the A’onophyfite faith was defined with exquifite 
difcrction by Severus patriarch of Antioch ; he 
condemned, in the flyle of the Henoticon , the 
adverfe herefies ofNeftorius and Eutyches, main- 
tair.cd againfl the latter the reality of the body of 
Cibrill, and conllrained the Greeks to allow that 
be was a liar who fpoke truth But the approxi- 
, . _ inatum of ideas could not abate the vehemence 
ol palTion ; each party was the more aflonifli* 
cd that their blind antagonift could difpute 
on fo trifling a difference; the tyrant of Syria 
enforced the belief of his creed, and his reign 
was polluted with the blood of three hundred 
and fifty monks, who. were flain, not perhaps 
without provocation or refillance , under the 
A. 6. sii walls of Apamea The fuccelTor of Anaftafius 
acplanted the orthodox ftandartr'in the Eaft : 
Severus fled into Egypt ; and his friend , the eloquent 
Nenaias who had Cfcaped from the Nefto- 
rians of Perfu , was fufi'oeated in his exile by the 
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Melchites of Paphlagonia. Fifty-four bifhops were 
fwept from their thrones, -eight hundred eccle- 
fiaftics were caft into pfifon and notwith- 
ftaiiding the ambiguous favour of Theodora, thtf 
Oriental flocks, deprived of their fiiepherds, muft 
infenfibJy have been either famiflied or poifoned. 
In this fpiritual diftrefs , the expiring fatflion was 
revived, and united, and perpetuated j by the 
labours of a monk; and the name of James Bara- 
dyeus has been preferv'ed in the appellation of 
Jacobites , a familiar found which may ftartle the 
ear of an Engliflr reader. From the holy Confef- 
fors in their prifon of Conftantinople, he received 
the* powers of bilhop of Edefla and apdfUe of 
theEaft, and the ordination offoiirfcore thouiand 
bifliops, priefts, and deacons, is derived fron\ 
the fame inexhauftible fource. The fpeed of th^ 
zealous miflionary was promoted by the fleeteHi 
dromedaries of a devout chief of the Arabs; the 
dodlrine and difeipline of the Jacobites were fe- 
cretly eftablilhed in the dominions of Jullinian; 
and each Jacobite was compelled to violate the 
laws and to hate the Roman legiflator. The fuc- 
eeffors of Severus , while they lurked in convents 
or villages , while they Iheltercd their proferibed 
heads in the caverns of hermits , or the tents of 
the Saracens, ftill afferted, as they now affertj, 
their indefeafable right to the title, the rank, 
and the prerogatives of patriarch of Antioch i 
Under the milder yoke of the infidels, they refide 
.about a league from Merdin, in the pleafant 
iBonaftcry of Zapbaran, which they have embclK- 
Voi, VUl V 
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CHAP, liflied with cell.s , aqueducfls , and plantations. 

XL VII. The fecondary, though honourable place, is fi- 

led by the maphrian, who, in his ftation at Moful 
itfelf, delies the Nellorian catholic with whom he 
contefls the primacy of the Eaft. Under the pa- 
triarch and the maphrian, one hundred and fifty 
archbiihops and bifliops have been counted in 
the different ages of the .lacobitc church ; but the 
order of the hierarchy is relaxed or dilfolved , 
and the greater part of their diocefes is. confined 
to the neighbourhood, of the Euphrates and the 
Tigris. The cities of Aleppo and Amida, which 
are often vifited by the patriarch, contain fomc 
wealthy siierchants and induftrious mechanics, 
but the multitude ^derive their fcanty fuftenance 
from their daily labour: and poverty, as well as 
fuperflition, may impofe their excellive falls ; five 
annual lents , during which , both the clergy and 
laity abllain not only from flefli or eggs, but 
even from the tafte of wine, of oil, and of filh. 
Their pi;e.fent numbers are efteemed from fifty to 
fourfeore, thoufand fouls, the remnant of a popu- 
lous church, which has gradually decreafed under 
the oppreflion of twelve centuries. Yet in that 
long period , foine llrangers of merit have been 
converted to the Monophyfite faith , and a Jew 
was the father of Abulpharagius primate of 
the Eall, fo- truly eminent both in his life and 
death. In his life, he was an elegant writer of 
the Syriac and Arabic tongues , a poet, phyfician, 
and hiftorian, a fubtle philofopher, and a mo» 
derate divine. , In his tjeath, his funeral was 
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attended by his rival the Neflorian patriarch, with chap. 
a train of Greeks and Armenians, who forgot xrvii. 
their difputes, and mingled their tears over tire 
grave of an enemy. The fed which was honour- 
ed by the virtues of Abulpharagius appears , 
however, to fmk below the level of their Nello- 
rian brethren. The fuperlUtion of the Jacobites 
is more abjed, their falls more rigid their in- 
teftine divifions are more numerous, and their 
dodors (as- far as I can meafure the degrees of 
nonfenfe ) are more remote from the precinds of 
rcafon. Something may polTibly be allowed for 
the rigour of the Monephylite theology ; much 
more for the fuperior influence of the monaftic 
order. In Syria, in Egypt, in .^iithiopia , the Ja- 
cobite monks have ever been dillinguiflied by 
the auflerity of their penance and the abfurdit'y 
of their legends. Alive or dead they are wor- 
fliipped as the favourites of the Deity; the crofier 
of bifliop and patriarch is referved ' for their 
venerable hands ; and they affume the govern- 
ment of men , while they are yet reeking with 
the habits and prejudices of the cloyller 

III. In the flyle of the Oriental Chriflians, the in. ’’’tte 
M onotheiites of every age are defenbed under 
the appellation of Maronites a name which has 
been infenfibly transferred from an hermit to a 
monaflery, from a monaflery to a nation. Maron, 
a faint or favage of the fifth centgry, difplayed 
his religious madnefs in Syria;' the rival cities of 
.Apamea and Eimefa difputed his relics, a (lately 
church was eroded on his tomb, -and fix hundred 
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CHAP, of bis ({ifciples united their folitary cells on the 

XLVII. banks of the Orontes. In the contioverfies of 
the incarnation, they nicely ihrcadcd the ortho- 
dox line between the feels of Neflorius and 
Eutyches; bnt the unfortunate queftion of one 
Tvill or operation 'in the two natures of Chrill, 
was generated by their curious leifure. Their 
profelyte, the emperor Heraclius, was rejeAed 
as a IMaronite from the walls of Emefa; he found 
a refuge in the monaftery of his brethren; and 
their theological leflbns were repaid with the 
gift of a fpacious and wealthy domain. The 
name and doctrine of tliis venerable fchqol were 
propagated among the Greeks and Syrians, and 
their zeal is expreffed by Alacarius patriarch of 
Antioch, who declared before the fynod of Con- 
ftantinople, that fooner than fubferibe the tivo 
wills of Chrifl , he would fubmit to be hewn 
piece-meal and caft into the fca A fimilar or 
a lefs cruel mode of perfecution foon converted 
the unrelifting fubjeefts of the plain, while the 
glorious title of Mardaites or rebels, was 
■ bravely maintained by the hardy natives of mount 
Libanus. John Maron , one of the moft learned 
and popular of the monks, alfumed the character 
of patriarch of Antioch; his nephew Abraham, 
at the head of the IVlaronites , defended their 
civil and religious freedom againft the tyrants of 
the Eaft. The fon of the orthodox Conftantine 
purfued, with pious hatred, a people of foldiers, 
who might have ftood the bulwark of liis em- 
pire agaiult the common foes of Chrift and of 
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Rome. An army of Grcek.s invaded Syria; the c n a i>. 
monaftcry of . St. Alaron was deftroyed with xLVii. 
fire; the braveft chieftains were betrayed and 
murdered , and twelve thoiifand of their fol- 
lowers were tranfplantcd to the diftant frontiers 
of Armenia and 1 hraee. Yet the humble na- 
tion of the Maronites has furvived the empire 
of Conftantinople , and they ftill enjoy, under 
their Turkilh mailers, a free religion and a mi- 
tigated fervitude. Their domeftic governors are 
chofen among the ancient nobility; the patriarch 
in his monaftery of Canobin, ftill fancies himfelf 
on the throne of Antioch ; nine biHiops compofe 
his fynod , and one hundred and fifty priells , 
who retain the liberty of marriage, are entrulled 
with the care of one hundred thoufand fouls. 

Their country extends from the ridge of mount 
Libanus to the fhores of Tripoli; and the gra- 
dual defeent affords , in a narrow fpace , each 
variety of foil and climate, from the Holy Cedar.s, 
eretfl under the weight of fnow to the vine, 
the mulberry, and the olive trees of the fruitful 
valley. In the twelfth century, the Alaronites, 
abjuring the IVlonothelite error, were reconciled 
to the Latin churches of Antioch and Rome 
and the fame alliance has been frequently renewed 
by the ambition of the popes and the dillrcfs of 
the Syrians. But it may reafonably be quef- 
tioned, whether their union has ever been per- 
fedl or fincere ; and the learned Maronites of the 
college of Rome have vainly laboured to abfolve 
their anceflors from the guilt of herefy and fehifm’”' 
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IV. Since the age of Conflantine, tlie Arme* 
NiANS had iignalil'ed their attachment to the 
religion and empire of the Chriftians. The difor- 
ders of their country, and their ignorance of the 
Gieek tongue, prevented their clergy from afTill- 
ing at the iynod ofChalcedon, and they floated 
eighty-four years in a ftate of indiflcrcnce or 
lufpenfe, till their vacant faith was finally oc- 
cupied by the miflionancs of Julian of Halicar- 
naffus”', who in Egypt, their common exile, 
had been vanquifhed by the arguments or the 
influence of his rival Severus, the I\lonophyfite 
patriarch of Antioch. The Armenians alone arc 
the pure difciples of Eutyches, an unfortunate 
parent, who has been renounced by the greater 
part of his fp ritual progeny. They alone per- 
fev'ere in the opinion, that the manhood of Chrift 
was created , or exifted without creation , of a 
divine and incorruptible fiibftance. Their adver- 
farics reproach them with the adoration of a 
phantom ; and they retort the accufation , by 
deriding or execrating the blafphemy of the J.a- 
cobites, who impute to the Godhead the vile 
infirmities of the flefh, even the natural effeds of 
nutrition and digeftion. The religion of Armenia 
could not derive much glory from the learning 
or the power of its inhabitants. The royalty expired 
with the origin of their fchifm,aud their Chriffian 
kings, who arofe and fell in the thirteenth cen- 
tury on the confines of Cilicia, were the clients, of 
the Latins and -the vaflals of the Turkifh fultan 
of Iconium. The hclplefs nation has fcldom been 
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permitted to enjoy the tranquillity .of fervltude. 
From the eailieft period to the prefent hour, Ar- 
menia has been the theatre of perpetual war; 
the lands between TaiirLs and Erivan were dif- 
peopled by the cruel policy of the Sophies; ancl 
myriads of Chrillian families were tranfplanted , 
to perifli or to propagate in the diilant provinces 
of Ferlia. Under the rod of oppreflion, the zeal 
of the Armenians is fervent and intrepid : they 
have often preferred the crown of martyrdom to 
the white turban of JMahomet ; they devoutly 
hate the error and idolatry of the Greeks; and 
their tranfient union with the, Latins is not lefs 
devoid of truth, than the‘thoufand bifhops whom 
their patriarch offered at the feet of the Roman 
pontiff **’. The cathol.c or patriarch of the Ar- 
menians refides in the monaftery of Ekmiafin, 
three leagues from Erivan. Forty-feven arch- 
bifliops, each of whom may claim the obedience 
of four or fiv^e fuffragans, are confecrated by his 
hand ; but the far greater part are only titular 
prelates, who dignify with their prefence and 
fervice the fimplicity of his court. As foon as 
they have performed the liturgy, they cultivate 
the garden; and our bifhops will hear with fur- 
prife , that the aufterity of their life cncreafes in 
juft proportion to the deviation of their rank. In 
the fourfeore thoufand towns or villages of his 
fpiritual empire , the patriarch receives a fmall 
and voluntary tax from each perfon above the 
age of fifteen ; but the annual amount of fix 
hundred thoufand crowns is infufficient to fuppljr 
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p H A p. the inceffant demands of charity and tribute. Sincp 
the beginning of the laft century, the Armenians 
have obtained a large and lucrative lhare of the 
commerce pf the Eaft: in their return from Eu- 
rope, the caravan ufually halts in the neighbour- 
hood of Erivan, the altars are enriched with the 
fruits of their patient induftry; and the faith of 
f’utychcs is preached in their recept congrega- 
tions of Barbary and Poland ***, 

V. VUE V. In the reft of the Roman empire, the def- 
cop rs OR potifm of the prince might eradicate or filence 
liAKS. *^hc feclaries of an obnoxious creed. But the 
ftubborn temper of the Egyptians maintained 
their oppofition to the fynod of Chalcedon , and 
the policy of Juftinian condefeended to expec'l 
and to feize the opportunity of difeord. The 
Monophyfite church of Alexandria '*'* was torn 
by the difputes of the corruptibles and incorrupti- 
iles^ and on the death of the patriarch, the two 
factions upheld their refpeeftive candidates 
Gaian was the difciple of Julian, Theodofius had 
been the pupil of Severus : the claims of the 
TJi« patri- former were fupported by the confent of the 
»rch Theft- p^onks and fenators , the city and the province ; 

A. D. the latter depended on the priority of his ordi. 
pation , the favopr of the emprefs Theodora, and 
the arms <Jf the eunuch Narfes, which might 
have been ufed in more honourable warfare. 
The exile of the popular candidate to Carthage 
Rnd Sardinia, inflamed the ferment of Alexandria; 
and after a fchifm of one hundred and feventy 
years, the Gaianites ftill revered the meipory and 
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dodlrine of their founder. The ftrength of num- chap. 
bers and of difcipllne was tried in a defperate XLVii. 
and bloody conflict, the fbreets were filled with 
the dead bodies of citizens and foldiers ; the 
pious women, afcending the roofs of their houf- 
es, fliowered down every fharp or ponderous 
utenfil on the heads of the enemy; and the final 
vic'lory of Narfes was owing to the flames , with 
which he wafted the third capital of the Roman 
world. But the lieutenant of Juftinian had not 
conquered in the caufe of an heretic; Theodofius 
himfelf was fpecdily thoug^gently removed; and 
Paul of Tanis, an orthodox monk, was railed ***“’» 

* ' A. D. 

to the throne of Athanafius. The powers of 
government were ftrained in his fupport ; he 
might appoint or difplace the dukes and tribunes 
of Egypt; the allowance of bread which Diocle- 
tian had granted, was fupprefled, the churches 
were Ihut, and a nation of fchifmatics was depri- 
ved at once of their fpiritual and carnal food. 

In his turn , the tyrant was excommunicated by 
the zeal and revenge of the people; and none 
except his fervile Melchites would falute him as 
a man , a Chriftian, or a bilhop. Yet fuch is the 
blindnefs of ambition, that, when Paul was ex- 
pelled on a charge of murder, he folicited , with 
a bribe of feven hundred pounds of gold, his 
relloration to the fame ftation of hatred and ig- 
nominy. His fucceflbr Apollinaris entered the 
hoftile city in military array, alike qualified for*'**' 
prayer or for battle. His troops , under arms , 
were diftributed through the ftrects; the gates 
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of the cathedral were guarded , and a chofen 
band was ftationed in the choir to defend the 
perfon of their chief.. He flood eredl on his 
throne, and throwing afide the upper garment 
of a warrior, fuddenly appeared before the eyes 
of the multitude in the robes of partriarch of 
Alexandria. Aftonifliment held them mute; but 
no fooncr had Apoilinaris begun to read the 
tome of St. Leo, than a volley of curfes, and 
invectives, and ftones, afianlted the odious mi- 
nillcr of the emperor and the fynod. A charge 
was inflantly founded by the fuccelTor of the 
apoflles ; the fdldiers waded to their knees in 
blood; and two hundred thoufand Chriflians are 
faid to have fallen by the fword : an incredible 
account, even if it be extended from- the flaugh- 
tcr of a day to the eighteen years of the reign 
of Apoilinaris. Two fucceeding patriarchs, Eu- 
logius and John laboured in the converfion 
of heretics, with arms and arguments more worthy 
of their evangelical profeflion. The theological 
knowledge of Eulogius was difplayed in many a 
volume, which magnified the errors of Eutyches 
and Severus , and attempted to reconcile the 
ambiguous language of St. Cyril with the ortho- 
dox creed of pope Leo and the fathers of Chal- 
cedon. ;TKe bounteous alms of John the elee- 
mofynary were didtated by fuperftition , or bene- 
volence, or policy. Sev-en thoufand five hundred 
poor were maintained at his expence; on his ac- 
ceflfion, he found eight thoufand pounds of gold 
in the treafury of the church; he colleded ten 
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thoufand from the liberality of the faithful; yet chap. 
the primate could boaft in his teftament, that he xivji. 
left behind him no more than the third part of 
the fmalleft of the filver coins. The churches of 
Alexandria were delivered to the Catholics, the 
religion of the Monophyfites was profcribed in 
Egypt, and a law was revived which excluded 
the natives from the honours and emoluments of 
the ftate. 

A more important conquell (fill remained , of Their fepira 
the patriarch , the oracle and leader of the Egyp- 
tian church. Theodofius had refilled the threats 
and promifes of Juftinian with the fpirit of an 
apodle or an enthufiaft. “ Such , ” replied the 
jjatriarch , “ were the offers of the tempter when 
“ he fhewed the kingdoms of the earth. But my 
“ foul is far dearer to me than life or dominion. 

“ The churches are in the hands of a prince who 
“ can kill the body; but my confcience is my 
“ own; and in exile, poverty, or chains, I will 
“ (ledfaflly adhere to the faith of my holy pre- 
“ deceffors, Athanafius, Cyril, and Diofeorus. 

“ Anathema to the tome of Leo and the fynod 
“ of Chalcedon ! Anathema to all who embrace 
“ their creed! Anathema to them now and for 
" evermore ! Naked came I out of my mother’s 
“ womb , naked fiiall I defeend into the grave. 

“ Let thofe who love God, follow me'and feek 
“• their falvation. ” After conforting his brethren, 
he embarked for Conftantinople, and fulfained, 
in fix fucceffive interviews, the almofl irrefifUble 
weight of the royal prefcncc. His opinions were 
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CHAP, favourably entertained in tlie palace and the city ; 

XLVil. the influence of Theodora alTured him a fafe 
conduct and honourable difmiflTion; and be ended 
his days, though not on the throne, yet in the 
bofom , of his native country. On the news of 
his death , Apollinaris indecently feafted the 
nobles and the clergy ; but his joy was checked 
^ by the intelligence of a new election ; and while 
he enjoyed the wealth of Alexandria , his rivals 
reigned in the monafterics of Thebais , and were 
maintained by the voluntary oblations of the 
people. A perpetual fucceflion of patriarchs arofc 
from the allies of Theodofius; and the Alonophy- 
fite churches of Syria and Egypt were united by 
the name of Jacobites and the communion of th« 
faith. But the fame faith, which has been con- 
fined to a narrow feifl of the Syrians, was diffuf- 
ed over the mafs of the Egyptian or Coptic 
nation; who, almoft unanimoufly , rejedted the 
decrees of the fynod of Chalccdon, A thoufand 
years were now elapfed fince Egypt had ceafed 
to be a kingdom , fince the conquerors of Afia 
and Europe had trampled on the ready necks of 
a people , wliofe ancient wifdom and power 
afeends beyond the records of hiftory. The 
conflict of zeal and perfecution rekindled fome 
fparks of their national fpirit. They abjured , 
•with a foreign herefy, the manners and language 
of the Greeks: every Melchite , in their eyes, 
•was a ftranger, every Jacobite a citizen , the 
alliance of marriage, the offices of humanity, 
■were condepaned as a deadly fin ; the natives 
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renounced all allegiance to the emperor; and his 
orders , at a dillance from Alexandria , were 
obeyed only under the prelfure of military force. 
A generous elibrt might have redeemed the 
religion and liberty of Egypt, and her fix han- 
' died rnonalleries might have poured forth their 
myriads of holy warriors , for whom death 
fhould havfc no terrors, fince life had no comfort 
or delight. But experience has proved the dif- 
tindlion of adlive and palTive courage ; the fanatic 
who endures without a groan the torture of the 
rack or the (lake , would tremble and fly before 
the face of an armed enemy. The pufillanimous 
temper of the Egyptians coujd only hope for a 
change of maffers; the arms of Chofroes depo- 
pulated the land , yet under his reign the Jaco- 
bites enjoyed a Ihort and precarious refpite. The 
victory of Heraclius renewed and aggravated the 
perfecution, and the patriarch again efcaped from 
Alexandria to the defert. In his flight, Benjamin 
was encouraged by a voice , which bad him 
* exped , at the end of ten years , the aid of a 
foreign nation, marked like the Egyptians them- 
felves with the ancient rite of circumcifion. The 
charader of thefe deliverers , and the nature of 
the deliverance, will be hereafter explained; and 
I fliall ftep over the interval of eleven centuries 
to obferve the prefent mifery of the Jacobites of 
Egypt. The populous city of Ciiiro affords a 
refidence or rather a Ihelter for their indigent 
patriarch , and a remnant of ten bifhops : forty 
monafteries have f^urvived the inroads of the 
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Arabs; and the prbgrcfs of fervitude and apoftafy 
have reduced the Coptic nation to the defpicable 
number of twenty-five or thirty thoufand fami- 
lies '*'• a race of illiterate beggars, whofe only 
confolation is derived from the fuperior wretched- 
nefs of the Greek patriarch and his diminutive 
congregation 

VI. The Coptic patriarch, a rebel to the 
Cafars , or a flave to the khalifs , ftiJl gloried in 
the filial obedience of the kings of Nubia and 
.Ethiopia. He repaid their homage by magnifying 
their greatnefs ; and it was boldy alferted that 
they could bring into the field an hundred thoufand 
horfe, with an equal mimbci of camels that 
their hand could pour or redrain the waters of 
the Nile and the peace and plenty of Egypt 
was obtained , even in this world , by the intcr- 
ceffion of the patriarch. In exile at Conftantinople , 
Theodofius recommended to his patronefs the 
converfion of the black nations of Nubia , from 
the tropic of Cancer to the confines of Abyffinia. 
Her defign was fufpedled- and emulated by the’ 
more orthodox emperor. The rival milTioraries , 
a Melchite and a Jacobite, embarked at the fame 
time; but the emprefs, from a motive of love or 
fear , was more effedually obeyed : and the Catholic 
pried was detained by the prefident of Thebais , 
while the king of Nubia and his court were haftily 
baptifed in the faith ofDiofcorus- 'I'he tardy envoy 
of JufUnian was received and difmiffed with honour ; 
but when he accufed the herefyand treafon of the 
Egyptians, the negro convert was iiiftrucicd to 
reply that he would never abandon his brethren 
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the true believers , to the perfecuting minlfters of chap. 
the fynod of Chaicedoh During feveral ages, XC.VII. 
the bifliops of Nubia were named and confecrated 
by the Jacobite patriarch of Alexandria: as late 
as the tv/elfth century, Chriftianity prevailed; 
and fome rites, fome ruins, are Hill vifible in the 
favage towns of Sennar and Dongola But the 
Nubians at length executed their threats of returning 
to the worlhip of idols? the climate required the 
indulgence of polygamy, and they have finally 
preferred the triumph of the Koran to the abafement 
of the Crofs. A metaphyfical religion may appear 
too refined for the capacity of the negro race: yet 
a black or a parrot might be taught to repeat 
the Tuords of the Chalcedonian or Monophyfite 
creed. 

Chriftianity was more deeply rooted in the Abyf- Church of 
finian empire; and although the correfpondence 
has been fom.etimes interrupted above feventy or &'• 
an hundred years, the mother-church of Alex- 
andria retains her colony in a ftate of perpetual 
pupillage. Seven biftiops once compofed the 
iEthiopic fynod : had their number amounted to 
ten , they might have eledfed an independent 
primate, and one of their kings was ambitious of 
promoting his brother to the ccclefiaftical throne. 

But the event was forefeen , the encreafe was 
denied ; the epifcopal office has been gradually 
confined to the abuna the head and author of 
the Abyffinian priefthood ; the patriarch fupplics 
each vacancy with an Egyptian monk ; and the 
charadter of a ftranger appears more venerable in 
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the eyes of the people, lefs dangerous in thofe 
of the monarch. In the fixth century, when the 
fchifm of Egypt was confirmed , the rival chiefs , 
with their patrons , Juftinian and Theodora , ffrove 
to outftrip each other in the conqueR of a remote 
and independent province. Thu induftry of the 
emprefs was again victorious, and the pious 
Theodora has eftabliltied in that fcqueltered 
church the faith and difeipline of the Jacobites 
Kocompalfed on all lidcs by the enemies of their 
religion, the jLthiopians flept near a thoufand 
years, forgetful of the world, by whom they 
were forgotten. 7hey were awakened by the 
Portuguefe, who, turning the fou them promontory 
of Africa, appeared in India and the Red Sea, 
as if they had defeended through the air from a 
diflant planet. In the firft moments of their Inter- 
view, the fubjects of Rome and Alexandria ob- 
ferved the refemblance , rather than the difference , 
of their faith ; and each nation expected the moft 
important benefits, from an alliance with their 
Chriftian brethren. In their lonely fituation, the 
.SIthiopians had alraofb relapfed into the lavage 
life. Their veffels, Which had tr.aded to Ceylon, 

, carcely preliimed tonavdgate the rivers of Africa; 
the ruins ofAxume were deferred , the nation was 
fcattered in villages , and the emperor, a pompous 
name, was content, both in peace and war, with 
the immoveable refidence of a camp. Confeious of 
their own indigence, the Abyllinians had formed 
the rational project of importing the arts and 
ingenuity of Europe and their ambaffadors at 

Rome 
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Rome and LiH)on were intruded to folicit a chap. 
colony of fmiths,' carpenters, tilers, mafons, xlvii. 
printers, furgeons , and pliyficians, for the ufe 
of their country. But the public danger foon called 
for the inftant and effedual aid of arms and 
foldiers, to defend an unwarlike people from the 
Barbarians who ravaged the inland country, and 
the Turks and Arabs who advanced from the fea- 
coaft: in more formidable array, .ffiithiopia wa» 
fived by four hundred and fifty Portuguefe , who 
difplayed in the field the native valour of Euro- 
peans, and the artificial powers of the mufquet 
and cannon. In a moment of terror, the emperor 
had promifcd to reconcile himfelf and his fubjeds 
to the Catholic faith ; a Latin patriarch reprefented 
thefupremacyof thepope'”; the empire, enlarged 
in a tenfold proportion, was fuppofed to contain 
more geld than the mines of America; *and the 
wildcff hopes of avarice and zeal were built on 
the willing fubmiiTion of the Chriftians of Africa. 

But the vows which pain had extorted , were Minion of 
forfworn on the return of health. The Abyflinians ‘**“‘***^““*» 

^ 0» i5 

flill adJrered with unfliaken conftancy to the Mo- 
nophyfite faith ; their languid belief was inflamed 
by the exercife of difpute ; they branded the La- 
tins with the names of Arians and Neftorians , and ' 
imputed the adoration of four gods , to thofe who 
Separated the two natures of Ch rift. Fremona, a 
place of worfliip, or rather of exile, was afligned 
to the Jefuit miflionaries. Their fkill in the liberal 
and mechanic arts , their theological learning and 
the decency of their manners, infpired a barren 
VuL. Vlll. X 
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clleem; but they were not endowed with the gift 
of miracles and they vainly folicited a rein* 
forcement of European troops. The patience and 
dexterity of forty years, at length obtained a more 
favourable audience, and two emperors of A by f- 
finia were perfuaded that Rome could enfure the 
temporal and everlafting happinefs of her votaries. 
The firft of thefe royal converts lofb his crown 
and his life ; and the rebel army was fandlified by 
the abuna , vdio hurled an anathema at the apof- 
tate, and abfolved his fubjeds from their oath of 
fidelity. The fate of Zadengher was revenged by 
the courage and fortune of Sufneus, who afeended 
the throne under the name of Segued , and more 
vigoroufly profecuted the pious enterprife of his 
kinfman. After the amufement of fome unequal 
combats between the Jefuits and his illiterate 
prielis , the emperor declared himfelf a profelyte 
to the fynod of Chalcedon , prefuming that his 
clergy and people would embrace without delay 
the religion of their prince. The liberty of choice 
was fucceeded by a law , which impofed , under 
pain of death , the belief of the two natures of 
Chrifl: the Abyflinians were enjoined to work 
and to play on the Sabbath ; and Segued , in the 
face of Europe and Africa , renounced his con- 
nedlion with the Alexandrian church. A Jefuit, 
Alphonfo Mendez, the Catholic patriarch ofyEthio- 
pia , accepted in the name of Urban VHL the ho* 
mage and abjuration of his penitent. “ I confefs,” 
faid the emperor on his knees, “I confefs that, 
“ the pope is the vicar of Chrift , tlie fucceffor of 
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" St. Peter, and the fovereign of the world. To 
“ him I fwear true obedience, and at his feet I 
“ offer my perfon and kingdom A fimilar 
oath was repeated by his fon , his brother , the 
clergy, the nobles, and even the ladies of the 
court: the Latin patriarch was invefted with ho- 
nours and wealth ; and his miflfionaries ereded 
their churches or citadels in the moft conveniens 
flations of the empire. The Jefuits themfelves de- 
plore the fatal indiferetion of their chief, who 
forgot the mildnefs of the gofpcl and the policy 
of his order, to introduce with hafty violence the 
liturgy of Rome and the inquifition of Portugal. 
He condemned the ancient pradice of circumci- 
fion, which health rather than fuperftition had firlk 
invented in the climate ofiEthiopia A new bap- 
tifm, a new ordination was inflided on the nati- 
ves ; and they trembled with horror when the moft 
holy of the dead were torn from their graves , when 
the moft illuflrious of the living were excommu- 
nicated by a foreign prieft. In the defence of their 
religion and liberty, the Abyflinians rofe in arms 
with defperate but unfuccefsful zeal. Five rebel- 
lions were extinguifhed in the blood of the in- 
furgents: two abunas were (lain in battle, whole 
legions were flaughtered in the field , or fulfocated 
in their caverns; and neither merit, nor rank, 
nor fex, could fave from an ignominious death 
the enemies of Rome. But the vidorious mon- 
arch was finally fubdued by the conftancy of the 
, nation, of his mother, of his fon , and of bis 
moft faithful friends. Segued liftened to the voice 
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of pity, of reafon, perhaps of fear; and his edict 
of liberty of confcience inftantly revealed the ty- 
ranny and wcaknefs of the Jefuits. On the death 
of his father, Bafilides expelled the Latin patriarch 
and reftored to the wiflies of the nations the 
faith and difcipline of Egypt. The IVlonophyfite 
churches refounded with a fongof triumph , “ that 
“ the flieep of Ethiopia were now delivered from 
“ the hyaenas of the Weft;” and the gates of that 
folitary realm were for evcrlhut againft the arts, 
the fcience, and the fanaticiftn of Europe 
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Plan of the four loft Volumes, — Succejfion and 
Charailers of the Greek Emperors of Conjianti- 
nople , from the Time of Heradius to the Latin 
Conquejf. 

I I . 

I HAVE now deduced from Trajan to Con- chav. 
ftantine , from Conftantine to Heradius , the xlviii. 
regular fcries of the Roman emperors ; and faithfully D'fia* of 
expofed the profperous and adverfe fortunes of 
their reigns. Five centuries of the decline and 
fall of the empire have already elapfed; but a 
period of more than eight hundred years ftilf 
feparates me from the term of my labours, the 
taking of Conftantinople by the Turks. Should I 
pqrfevere in the fame courfe, fliould I obfervc 
the fame' meafure, a prolix and flender thread 
would be fpun through many a volume , nor 
would the patient reader find an adequate reward 
of inftrudlion or amufcment. At every ftcp , as 
we fink deeper in the decline and fall of the 
Eaftern empire , the annals' of each fuccceding 
reign would impofe a more ungrateful and me- 
lancholy talk. Thefe annals mull continue to 
repeat a tedious and uniform tale of weaknefe 
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CHAP, and mifcry; the natural connedlion of caufes and 

XL VIII. ev'cnts wonld be broken by frequent and hafty 
tranfitions , and a minute accumulation of cir- 
cumftanceS muft deftroy the light and effect of 
thofe general pidures which compofe the ufe and 
ornament of a remote hiftory. From the time 
of Heraclius, tlie Byzantine theatre is contraded 
and darkened: the line of empire, which hadbeert 
defined by the laws of Juftinian and the arms of 
Belifarius , recedes on all fides from our view : 
the Roman name , the proper fubjecf of our 
enquiries , is reduced to a narrow corner of h urope, 
to the lonely fuburbs of Coni'tantinople ; and the 
fate of the Greek empire has been compared to 
that of the Rhine, which lofes iifejf in the fands, 
before its waters can mingle with the ocean. 
T he Fale of dominion is diminifhed to our view 
by the diftance of time and place : nor is the lofs 
of external fplendour compenfated by the nobler 
gifts of virtue and genius. In the laft moments 
' of her decay, ConRantinople was doubtlefs more 
opulent- and populous than Athens at her moft 
flourifhing tera, when a fcanty fum of fix thou- 
■ fand talents , or twelve hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling , was pofTeffed by twenty -one 
thoufand male citizens of an adult age. But 
each of thefe citizens was a freeman, who dared 
to affert the liberty of his thoughts, words, and 
adions ; whofe perfon and property were guarded 
by equal law ; and who cxercifed his independent 
vote in the government of the republic. Their 
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numbers feem to be multiplied by the ftrong and 
various diferiminations of charader : under the 
ihield of freedom , on the wings of emulation and 
vanity, each Athenian afpired to the level of the 
national dignity : from this commanding eminence, 
fbme chofen fpirits foared beyond the reach of a 
vulgar eye ; and the chances of fuperior merit in 
a great and populous kingdom, as they are proved 
by experience, would excufe the computation of 
imaginary millions. The territories of Athens , 
Sparta , and their allies , do not exceed a 
moderate province of France or England: but 
after the trophies of Salamis and Platxa , they 
expand in our fancy to the gigantic fizc of Alia, 
which had been trampled under the feet of the 
vidorious Greeks. But the fubjeds of the By- 
zantine empire, who affume and dilhonour the 
names both of Greeks and Romans, prefent a 
dead uniformity of abjed vices, which are neither 
foftened by the weaknefs of humanity , nor ani- 
mated by the vigour of memorable crimes. The 
freemen of antiquity might repeat with generous 
enthufiafm the fentence of Homer, “ that on the 
“ firfl day of his ferv’itude, the captive is deprived 
of one half of his manly virtue.” But the 
poet had only feen the efFeds of civil or domeftic 
flavery, nor could he foretell that tfie fecond 
moiety of manhood muff be annihilated by the 
fpiritual defpotifm, which fhackles, not only the 
adlons , but even the thoughts of the prollrate 
^'otary. By this double yoke, the Greeks were 
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CHAP, oppreffed under the fiiccefibrs of Heraclius ; the 
XLViii. tyrant, a law of eternal juftice, was degraded by 
the vices of his fubjedls; and on the throne, in 
the camp, in the fchools, we fearch , perhaps 
with fruitlefs diligence, the names and chara<flers 
that may deferve to be refeued from oblivion. Nor 
are the defeds of the fubjed compenfated by the 
fkill and variety of the painters. Of a fpace of 
eight hundred years , the four firfb centuries arc 
overfpread with a cloud interrupted by fome 
faint and broken rays of hiftoric light: in the 
lives of the emperors, from Maurice to Alexius, 
Bafil the Macedonian has alone been the theme 
of a feparate work; and the abfence, or lofs, or 
imperfedion of contemporary evidence , muft be 
poorly fupplied by the doubtful authority of more 
recent compilers. The four laft centuries are 
exempt from the reproach of penury : and with 
^ the Comnenian family, the hiftoric mufe of Con- 

ftantinople again revives, but her apparel is gaudy, 
. her motions are without elegance or grace, A 
fucceflion of priefts , or courtiers , treads in each 
other’s footfteps in the fame path of fervitude 
and fuperftition: their views are narrow, their 
judgment is feeble or corrupt; and we clofe the 
volume of copious barrennefs, ftill ignorant of 
the caufes of events., the charaders of the adors, 
and the manners of the times , which they cele- 
brate or deplore. The obferv^ation which has 
been applied to a man^ may be extended to a 
whole people, that tlie energy of the fword is 
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communicated to the pen; and it will be found c n a p..’ 
by experience, that the tone of hiflory will rife xLviii. 
or fall with the fpirit of the age. 

From thefe confiderations, I Ihould have aban-Tts comieo 
doned without regret the Greek flaves and their 
fervile hiftorians , had I not reflected that the fate of tu« worU. 
of the Byzantine monarchy is pajfivcly connedled 
with the moft fplendid and important revolutions 
which have changed the ftate of the world. The 
fpace of the loft provinces was immediately reple- 
nilhed with new colonies and rifiiig kingdoms: 
the aftive virtues of peace and war deferted from 
the vanquiflied to the vidorious nations; and it , 

is in their origin and conquefts , in their religion 
and government , that we muft explore the caufes 
and effects of the decline and fall of the Eaftern ^ 

empire. Nor will this fcope of narrative , the 
rkhes and variety of thefe materials , be incom- 
patible with the unity of dcfign and compofition. 

As, in his daily prayers, the Mufulman of Fez. 
or Delhi ftill turns his face towards the temple 
of Mecca , the hiftorian’s eye lhall be always 
fixed on the city of Conftantinople. The excurlive 
line may embrace the wilds of Arabia and Tar- 
tary , but the circle will be ultimately reduced, 
to the decreafing limit of the Roman monarchy. 

On this principle I lhall now eftablifli the plan pian of tiie 
of the four laft volumes of.theprefent work. The 
firft chapter will contain, in a regular feries, the 
emperors who reigned at Conftantinople during 
^ period of fix hundred years , from thq days of 
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CHAP. Heraclius to the Latin conquefl: a rapid abftracfl, 
%ivin. which may be fupportcd by a general appeal to 
the order and text of the original hiftorians. Ini 
this introdudlion , I lhall confine myfelf to the 
revolutions of the throne , the fucceflion of families, 
the perfonal characters of the Greek princes , the 
mode of their life and death , the maxims and 
influence of their domeftic government, and the 
tendency of their reign to accelerate or fufpend 
the downfal bf the Eaftern empire. Such a chro- 
nological review will ferve to illuftrate the various 
arguments of the fubfequent chapters; and each 
circumftance of the eventful ftory of the Barbarians 
will adapt itfelf in a proper place to the Byzantine 
-aonals. The internal ftateof the empire, and the 
dangerous herefy of the Paulicians , which fliook 
the Eaft and enlightened the Weft, will be the 
fubjeCl of two feparate chapters ; but thefe enquiries 
muft be poftponed till our farther progrefs fhall 
have opened the view of the world in the ninth 
and tenth centuries of the Chriftian sera. After 
this foundation of Byzantine hiftory, the following’ 
nations will pafs before our eyes, and each will 
occupy the fpace to which it may be entitled by 
greatnefs or merit, or the degree of connection 
witii the Roman world and the prefent age. 1. The 
Franks; a general appellation which includes all 
the Barbarians of France, Italy, and Germany, 
who were united by the fword and feeptre of 
Charlemagne. Theperfecution of images and their 
*|rotaries » feparated Rome and Italy from the 
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Byzantine throne, and prep.nrec! the reftoration of c H A ?, 
the Roman empire in the Weft. II. The Arabs xlviu. 
or Saracens. Three ample chapters will be 
devoted to this curious and interefting objecft. In 
the firft, after a picture of the country and its 
inhabitants , I fliall inveftigate the character of 
Mahomet; the charadter, religion, and fuccefs of 
the prophet. In the fccond I fhall lead the Arabs 
to the conqucft of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, the 
provinces of the Roman empire; nor can I check 
their victorious career till they have overthrown 
the monarchies of Perfia and Spain. In the third 
I fhall enquire how Conftantinople and Europe 
were faved by the luxury and arts, the divifion 
and decay, of the empire of the caliphs. A finglc 
chapter will include. III. The Bulgarians, IV, 
Hungarians, and, V. Russians, who affaulted 
by fea or by land the provinces and the capital ; 
but the laft of thefe, fo important in their prefent 
greatnefs , will excite fome curiofity in their origin 
and infancy. VI. The Normans; or rather the 
private adventurers of that warlike people, who 
founded a powerful kingdom in Apulia and Sicily, 
fliook the throne of Conftantinople, difplayed the 
trophies of chivalry , and almoft realized the 
wonders of romance. VII. The Latins; the 
fubjedls of the pope, the nations of the Weft, 
who enlifted under the banner of the crofs for the 
recovery or relief of the holy fepulchre. The 
Greek emperors were terrified and preferved by 
the myriads pf pilgrims who marched to Jerufalem 
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CHAP, with Godfrey of Bouillon and the peers of Cbn’f- 

XLViii. tendom. The fecond and third crufades trod in 
the footReps of the firft: Afia and Europe were 
mingled in a facred war of two hundred years ; 
and' the Chriftian powers were bravely refilled, 
and linally expelled, by Saladinand the Mamalukes 
of Egypt. In thefe memorable crufades , a fleet 
and army of French and Venetians were diverted 
from Syria to the Thracian Bofphorus i they 
alTaulted the capital , they fubverted the Greek 
monarchy : and a dynally of Latin princes was 
feated near threefcore years on the throne of 
Conllantine. VIII. The Greeks themfelves, during 
this period of captivity and exile, muft be con» 
fidered as a foreign nation ; the enemies , and 
again the fovereigns , of Conllantinople. Mis- 
fortune had rekindled a fpark of national virtue; 
and the Imperial feries may be continued with 
fome dignity from their refloration to the Turkifh 
conqueft. IX. The Moguls and Tartars. By 
the arms of Zingis and his defcendants, the globe 
was lhaken from China to Prrfand and Greece: 
the fill tans were overthrown : the caliphs fell , and 
the Cafars trembled on their throne. The vidlories 
of Timour fufpended above fifty years the final 
ruin of the Byzantine empire. X. I have already 
noticed the firft appearance of the Turks, and 
the names of the fathers, of Se/Juk and Othman , 
difcriminate the two fucceflive dynafties of the 
nation, which emerged in the eleventh century 
from thQ Scythian wilderncfs. The former efta’b. 
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liflied a potent and fplendid kingdom from the chap. 
banks of the Oxus to Antioch and Nice; and the xlviii. 
firft crufade was provoked by the violation of 
Jenifalem and the danger of Conftantinople. From 
an humble origin , the arofe , the fcourge ^ 

and terror of Chriftendom. Conftantinople was 
befieged and taken by Mahomet 11 . and his 
triumph annihilates the remnant, the image, the 
title , of the Roman empire in the Eaft. The 
fchifm of the Greeks will be connected with their 
laft calamities, and the reftoration of learning in 
the Weftern world. 1 fliall return from the capti- 
vity of the new, to the ruins of ancient Roivie: 
and the venerable name, the interefting theme, 
will filed a ray of glory on the conclufion of my 
labours. 


THE emperor Heraclius had punifhed a tyrant Second mar- 
and afeended his throne; and the memory of his 
reign is perpetuated by the tranfient conqueft, and radius, 
irreparable lofe, of the Eaftern provinces. After 
the death of Eudocia, his firft wife, he difobeyed 
the patriarch , and violated the laws , by his 
fecond marriage with his niece Martina; and the 
fuperftition of the Greeks beheld the judgment 
of heaven in the difeafes of the father and the 
deformity of his offspring. But the opinion of 
an illegitimate birth is fufficient to diftradt the 
choice, and loofen the obedience, of the people: 
the ambition of Martina was quickened by maternal 
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love, and perhaps by the envv of a ftepmother^ 
and the aged hiil'band was too feebJe to withftand 
the arts of conjugal aJlnrements. Conftantine, 
his eldeft fon , enjoyed in a mature age the title 
of Aiiguftus; blit the weaknefs of his conftitution 
required a colleague and a guardian , and he 
yielded with fecret rcludlance to the partition of 
the empire. 7 he fenate was fummoned to the 
palace to ratify or atteft the affociation of Hera- 
cleonas, the fon of Martina: the impofition of 
the diadem was confecrated by the prayer and 
blefling of the patriarch ; the fenators and patricians 
adored the majefty of the great emperor and the 
partners of his reign ; and as foon as the doors 
were thrown open , they were hailed by the 
tumultuary but important voice of the foldiers. 
After an interval of five months, the pompous 
ceremonies which formed the effence of the By- 
zantine ftate were celebrated in the cathedral and 
the hippodrome: the concord of the royal brothers 
was affededly difplayed by the younger leaning 
on the arm of the elder; and the name of Martina 
was mingled in the reludtant or venal acclamations 
of the people. Heraclius furvived this affociation 
about two years : his laft teftament declared 

his two fons the equal heirs of the Eallern 
empire , and commanded them to honour his 
widow Martina as their mother and their fove- 
reien. 

V - 

^Fhen Martina firft appeared on the throne with 
the name and attributes of royalty, fhe was checked 
by a firm, though refpedlful, oppofition; and the 
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dying embers of freedom were kindled by the C H a f. 
breath of fuperftitious prejudice. “ VV'^e reve- XLViil, 
rence,“ exclaimed the voice of a citizen, “we 
“ reverence the mother of our princes; but to 
“ thofe princes alone our obedience is due ; and 
“ Conftantine, the elder emperor, is of an age 
“ to fullain , in his own hands, the weight of 
“ the fceptre. Your fex is excluded by nature 
“ from the toils of government. How could 
“ you combat , how could you anfwer , the 
“ Barbarians, who, withhoflile or friendly inten- 
“ tions , may approach the royal city ? May 
“ heaven avert from the Roman republic ' this 
“ national difgrace , which would provoke the 
“ patience of the flaves of Perfia. ” Martina de- 
fcended from the throne with indignation, and 
fought a refuge in the female apartment of the 
palace. The reign of Conftantine the diird lafted 
only one hundred and three days : he expired in 
the thirtieth year of his age , and, although his 
life had been a long malady, a belief was enter- 
tained that poifon had been the. means, and his 
cruel ftcpmother the author , of his untimely 
fate Martina reaped indeed the harveft of his titracteona*; 
death, and allumed the government in the 
of the furviving emperor ; but the inceftuous 
widow of Hcraclius was univerfally abhorred; 
the jealoufy of the people was awakened , and 
the two orphans whom Conftantine had left, 
became the objects of the public care. It was in 
vain that the fon of Martina, who was no more 
than fifteen year* of age, was taught to declare 
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Chap, himfelf the guardian of his nephews , one of 
XLViii. whom he had prcfented at the baptifmal font: 
it was in vain that he fwore on the wood of the 
true crofs , to defend them againft all their 
enemies. On his death -bed, the late emperor had 
difpatched a trufty fervaut to arm the troops and 
provinces of the Haft in the defence of his helplcfs 
children: the eloquence and liberality of Valentin 
had been fuccefsful, and from his camp of Chal- 
ccdon , he boldly demanded the punifiiment of 
the alfadins , and the reRoration of the lawful 
heir. The licence of the foldiers who devoured 
the grapes and drank the wine of their Afiatic 
vineyards , provoked the citizens of Conftarr- 
tinople againft the domeftic authors of their 
calamities, and die dome of St. Sophia rc-echoed, 
not with prayers and hymns , but with the 
clamours and imprecations of an enraged multi- 
tude. At their imperious command , Heracleonas 
appeared in the pulpit with the eldeft of the royal 
orphans ; Conftans alone was faluted as emperor 
of the Romans , and a crown of gold , which 
had been taken from the tomb of Hcraclius , w'as 
placed on his head, with the folemn bcnedicftion 
of the patriarch. But in the tumult of joy and 
indignation, the church was pillaged, the famftuary 
was polluted by a promifcuous crowd of Jews 
and Barbarians ; and the Monothelite Pyrrhus , 
a creature of the emprefs, after dropping a pro- 
teftation on the altar, efcaped by a prudent flight 
from the zeal of the Catholics. A more ferious 
and bloody talk Ayas rcfervcd for the feuate, who 
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detived a temporary ftrengdi from the confent of c h A n 

the foldiers and people. Tlie fpirit of Roman xtvut, 

freedom revived the ancient and awful examples 

of the judgment of tyrants, and the Imperial 

culprits were depofed and condemned as the , 

authors of the death of Condantine. Rut the 

feveritv of the confeript fathers was flained by 

the indiferiminate punifhment of the innocent and 

the guilty: IMartina and Ilcracleonas \verc fen- 

tenced to the amputation , the former of her "„j 

tongue, the latter of his nofe ; and after th IS rtiias * 

cruel execution, they confumed the remainder of ^ 

their days in exile and oblivion. 1 ne Greeks who 

were capable ot refleclion might find fome con- 

folation for their fervitude, by obferving the 

abufc of power when it was lodged for a moment 

in the hands of an ariftocracy. 

Wt fhall imagine ourfelves tfanfported five Conrtan-: it; 

hundred years backwards to' the aee of the ^ n, ou. 

. . ' -r tn I • 1-1 Sepiemijen 

Antonines , ir we litlen to the oration which 

Conftans II. pronounced in the twelfth year of 
his age before the Byzantine fenatc. After re- 
turning his thanks for the jull punifiiment of the % 
affalhns who had intercepted the faircfl hopes of 
his father’s reign , “ By the divine providence , 
faid the young emperor , “and by your righteous 
“ decree, Alartina and her incefliious progeny 
have been call headlong from the throne. Your 
“ majefly and wifdom have prevented the Roman 
Rate from degenerating into l.iwlefs .tyranny. 

“ I therefore exhort and befeech you to Rand 
forth as the counfellors and judges of th« 

VoL. Vllh 
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“ common fifety. ” ^ he fcnators were gratified 
by ilie rdpeclfiil addrtl's -and liberal . donativ^e of 
their fovercign ; but tlicfe fervile Greeks were 
unworthy and regardlefs of freedom; and in his 
mind, the leffon of an hour was quickly erazed 
by the prejudices of the. age and the habits of 
defpotifm. He retained only a jealous fear le'l 
the fenate or people' Ihould one day invade the 
right of primogeniture , and feat his brother 
Theodofius on an equal throne. By the impofi- 
tion of holy orders , the grandfon of Heraclius 
W’as difqualihed for the purple; but this ceremony, 
which feerned to profane the fitcramcnts of the 
.church, was infufficient to appeafe the ftifpicions 
of the tyrant , and the death of the deai on 
Theodofius could alone expiate the crime of his 
royal birth. His murder was avenged by the 
imprecations of the people, and the affafTin , in 
the fulnefs of power, was driven from his capital 
into voluntary and perpetual exile. Conflans em- 
barked for .Greece; and, as if he meant to retort 
the abhorrence which he deferved, he is faid , 
from the Imperi.al galley, to have fpit againft the 
•walls of his native city. After palling the winter 
at Athens, he failed to Tsirentum in Italy, vifited 
Rome, and concluded a long pilgrimage of difgrace 
and facrilcgious rapine, by fixing his refidence at 
Syracufe. But if Conftans could fly from his people, 
lie could not fly from himfelf. The remorfe of 
his confeience created a phantom who purfued him 
by land and fea, by day and by night; and the 
vilionary Theodofius, piefeating to his lips a cup r 
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of blood , faid , or feemed to fay , “Drink , brother, chap. 
drink; “ a fure emblem. of the aggrav'ation of his xlviii. 
guilt,, fiiice he had received from the hands of 
the deacon the myllic cup of the blood of Chriff. 

Odious to himfdf and to mankind , Conftans 
periflied by domeflic, perhaps by epifcopal, treafon, 
in the capital of Sicily. A fervant who waited in 
the bath, after pouring warm water on his head, 
ftruck him violently with the vafe. He fell, 
flunned. by the blow and fuffocated by the water ; 
and his attendants , who wondered at the tedious 
delay.,, beheld with indifference the corpfe of 
their lifclefs emperor. The troops of Sicily invefted 
with the purple an obfeure youth , whofe inimitable 
beauty eluded, and it might cafily elude, the 
declining art of the painters and fculptors . of 
the .age. 

Conlfans had left in the Byzantine palace three ConitanJ 
fons , the cldeft of whom had been clothed in his 
infancy with the purple. Vv'hcn the father fum- a. d. «6s/ 
moned them to attend his perfon in Sicily, thefe 
precious hoftages were detained' by the Greeks , 
and a firm refufal informed him th.U they were 
the children of the ftate. T he news of his murder 
was conveyed with alinofl fupernatural fpecd 
from Syracul'e to Conflantinople ; and Conlfan- 
tine, the eldeff of his fons, inherited his throne 
without being the heir of the public hatred. His 
fubjedts contributed, with zeal and alacrity, to 
thaflife the guilt and prefumption of a province 
which had i.furped the rights of the fenatc and ^ 
people; the )'oung emperor failed from the Hel* 
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Icfpont^with a powerful fleet; and the legions of 
Rome and Carthage were aflemblcd under his 
flandard in the harbour of Syracufe. The defeat 
of the Sicilian tyrant was eafy, his punifliment 
jufl;; and his beauteous head was expofed in the 
hippodrome: but I cannot applaud the clemency 
of a prince, who, among a crowd of viclims , 
condemned the Ion of a patrician , for deploring 
with fome bitternefs the execution of a virtuous 
father. The youth was callratcd : he furvived 
the operation, and the memory of this indecent 
cruelty is preferved by the elevation of Germanus 
to the • rank of a patriarch and faint. . After 
pouring this bloody libation on his father’s tomb, 
Conflantir.e returned to his capital , and the 
growth of his young beard during the Sicilian 
voyage, was announced by the familiar furname 
of Pogonatus, to the Grecian world. ' But his 
reign, like that of his predccefTor, was flained 
with fraternal difeord. On his two brothers, 
Ileraclius and Tiberius, he had beffowed the title 
of Auguftus: an empty title, for they continued 
to languifli without trull or pov/er in the folitude 
of the palace. .At their fecret infligation, the troops 
of the Anatolian theme or province -approached 
the city on the Afiatic fide, demanded for the 
royal brothers , the partition. or excrcife’ of fover- 
eigntv; and fupported their feditious claim by a 
theological argument. They were Chriflians ( they 
cried), and orthodox Catholics; the -fmeere vo- 
taries of the holy and undivided Trinity. Since 
there are’ three equal perfons in heaven, it is 
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reafonablc there fliould be three equ.al perfons 
Dpon earth: The emperor invited thefe learned 

divdnes to a friendly conference, in which they 
might propofe their arguments to the fenate : they 
obeyed the fummons , but tiie profpec^ of their 
bodies hanging on the gibbet in the fuburb of Ga- 
lata , reconciled their companions to the unity 
of the reign of Conftantine. He pardoned his 
brothers, and their names were flill pronounced 
in the public acclamations: but on the repetition 
or fufpicion of a firailar offence , the obnoxious 
princes were deprived of their titles and nofes, 
jn the prcfer.ee of the •Catholic bifiiops who were 
alfembled at Conftautinople in the fixth general 
fynod. In the dole of his life, Pogonatus was 
anxious only to cftablifli the riglu of primogeni- 
ture : the hair of his two fons , Juftinian and 
Heraclius, was offered on the flirinc of St. Peter, 
as a fymbol of their fpiritual adoption by the pope; 
but the cider was alone exalted to the rank, of 
Auguftus and the affurance of the empire. 

After the deceafe of his father, the inheritance 
of the Roman world devolved to Juflinian II. ; 
and the ' name of a triumphant law-giver was 
diffionoured by the vices of a boy, who imitated 
his namefake only in the expenfive luxuiy of 
building. His palTions were llrong ; his under- 
flanding was feeble; and he was intoxicated with 
a foolifli pride ,'that his birth had given him the 
command of millions, of whom the fmallefl; com- 
munity would not have chofen him for their local 
niagiftrate. His favourite minifters were two 
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beings die ieafl fufceptible of human fympathy, 
ail cuiukI) and a monk ; to the one he abandoned 
the palace, to the other the finances; the. former 
corrected the .emperor’s mother with a fcoiiige, 
the latter fnlpended the infolvent tributaries, 
with their heads downwards, over a flow and 
fmoaky hie. Since the days of Commodus and 
Caracalla , the cruelty of the Roman princes had 
inofl commonly been the elfecl of their fear ; but 
Juftinian , who pollelfcd fome vigour of charatfler, 
enjoyed the fufferings, and braved the revenge, 
.of his fubjects about ten years , till the meafure 
was fun , of his crimes and of their patience. In a 
dark dungeon , Leontius , a general of reputation, 
had groaned above three years, with fome of 
the nobleft and moll deferving of the patricians : 
he was fuddenly drawn forth to'affume the go- 
vernment of Greece ; and this promotion of an 
injured man was a mark of the contempt rather 
than of the confidence of his prince. As he was 
followed to the port by the kind offices of his 
friends, Leontius obferved with a figh that he 
was a vidim adorned for facrifice, and that ine- 
vitable death would purfue his footfteps. They 
ventured to reply, that glory and empire might 
be the recompenfe of a generous refolution ; that 
every order of men abhorred the reign of a mon- 
fler;and that the hands of two hundred thoufand 
patriots expeded only the voice of a leader. The 
night was chofen for their deliverance; and in the 
firil effort of the confpirators , the praefed was 
{lain j and the prifons were forced open : the 
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cmifTarics of Leontius proclaimed in every ftreet , 
“ Chriftians, to St. Sophia; ” and. the feafoii- 
able text of the patriarch, “ this is the day of 
“ the Lord ! ” was the prelude of an inflammatory 
fcrmou. From the church tlie people adjourned 
to the hippodrome,: Jullinian, in whole caufe 
not a fword had been drawn , was dragged 
before thefe tumultuary judges , and their clamours 
demanded the inftant death of the tyrant. But 
Leontius, who was already clothed with the 
purple , call an eye of pity on the proftrate foil 
of his own benelador and of fo many emperors. 
The life of Jullinian was fpared; the amputation 
of his nofe , perhaps of his tongue , was impeiv 
feclly performed : the happy flexibility of the 
Greek language could impofe the name of Rhi- 
notmetus ; and the mutilated tyrant was baniflied 
to Cherfonae in Crim-Tartary , a lonely fettlement, 
where corn, wine, and oil, were imported as 
foreign luxuries. 

On the edge of the Scythian wildernefs , JuRi- 
nian Rill cheriflied the, pride of his birth and the 
hope of his reR; nation. After three years exile , 
he received the pleafing intelligence that his injury 
was avenged by a fecond revolution , and that 
Leontius in his turn had been dethroned and 
mutilated by the rebel Apflmar, who affumed the 
more refpedlable name of Tiberius. But the claim 
of lineal fucceffion was Rill formidable to a plebeian 
ufurper ; and his jealoufy was ftimulatcd by the 
complaints and charges of the Cherfonites, who 
beheld tire vices of the tyrant in the fpirit of the 
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C H A i>. exile., With a band of followers, attached to 

Jtitviii, his perfon by common hope or common defpair 
J'.iflinian fled, from the inhofpitable fiiore to the 
hord of the Chozar«, who pitched their tents 
between the Tanais and Bt.r , flhenes. The khan 
entertained with pity and rerpeeb the royal fup- 
pliant: Fhanagoria , once an opulent city, on 
the Afiatic fide of the lake IVlcEotis, wasafligned 
for his refidence ; and every Roman prejudice 
was ftifled in his marriage with the fifter of the 
Barbarian , who feems , however , from the name 
of Theodora , to have received the facrament of 
baptifm. But the faithlefs Chozar was foon tempt- 
ed by the gold of Conftantinople; aijd had not 
the defign been revealed by the conjugal love 
of Theodora » her hufband murt have been affaf- 
finated , or betrayed into the power of his enemies. 
After ftrangling , with his own hands , the two 
emilfaries of the khan , Juftinian fent back his 
wife to her brother, and embarked on the Kuxine 
jn fearch of new and rhbre faithful allies. His 
veffel was affaulted by a violent tempcfl; and 
one of his pious companions advifedhimto deferv^e 
the mercy of God by a vow of general forgivenefs, 

• if he fliould be r-ellored to the throne. “ Of forgive- 
nefs? replied the intrepid tyrant: “ may I perifli 
this inllant— may the Almighty \vhelm me in 
the waves— if I confent to fpare a fingle head of 
my enemies ! ” He furvdved this impious menace, 
failed into the mouth of the Danube, truftedhis 
perfon in the royal village of the Bulgarians , and 
put chafed the aid of Terbehs, a Fagan con-. 
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c]ueror, by the piomife of his daughter and a fair 
partition of the treaf ires of the empire. I he Bui- 
g:arian kingdom extended totheconnuesof I hrace; 
and the two prince.s befieged Conllantinople at the 
head of fifteen thouland horfe. Apfunar was 
difmayed by the fudden and hoftile apparition of 
his rival, wliofe head had been promifed by the 
Chozar, and of whofe evafion he was yet ignor- 
ant. After an ahfence of ten years, the crimes 
of JuRinian were faintly remembered ; and the 
birth and misfortunes of their hereditary fovereign 
excited the pity of the multitude , ever difeontent- 
ed with the ruling powers ; and by the aclive 
diligence of his adherents he was introduced into 
the city and palace of ConRantine. 

In rewarding his allies and recalling his wife, 
JuRinian difplayed fome fenfe of honour and gra- 
titude ; and Terbelis retired, after fweeping away 
an heap of gold coin, which he meafiired with 
his Scythian whip. But never was vow more 
leligiouRy performed than the facred oath of re- 
venge which he Jrad fworn amidR the Rorms of 
the Euxine. The two ufurpers , fori nuiR referve 
the name of tyrant for the conqueror , were drag- 
ged into the hippodrome, the one from hisprifon, 
the other from his palace. Before their execution, 
I.eontius and ApRm.ar werccaR proRratein chains 
beneath the throne of the emperor; and JuRinian, 
planting a foot on each of their necks, contemplat- 
ed above an hour the chariot-race , while the in- 
conRant people Riouted , in the words of 
the PfalmiR , “ Thou fhalt trample on the afp 
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“ and bafiliflk, and on the lion and dragon flialt 
“ thou fet thy foot! "The univerfal defedlion 
which he had once experienced might provoke 
him to repeat the wi(h of Caligula , that the Roman 
people had but one head. Yet 1 fhall prcfume to 
obferve , that fuch a \vifh is unworthy of an inge- 
nious tyrant, fmcc his rev'enge and cruelly would 
have been extinguinied by a fingle blow , inflead 
of the flow variety of tortures which Juilinian 
infiicled on the victims of his anger. Ilis pleafures 
were incxhauftible : neither private virtue nor 

public fervice could expiate the guilt ofadtiv’e, 
or even palTive, obedience to an eftablifiied go- 
vernment ; and during the fix years of his new 
reign, he confidered the axe, the cord, and the 
rack, as the only inllruments of royalty. But his 
inofl implacable hatred was pointed againft tlic 
Cherfonites, who bad infulted his exile and vio- 
lated the laws of hofpitality. Their remote fituation 
aftorded fome means of defence , or at. lead of 
efcape; and a grievous tax was impofed on Con- 
ftantinople , to fupply the preparations of a fleet 
and army. “ All are guilty , and all muft perifh,” 
was the mandate of Juflinian; and the bloody 
execution wa.s entrufted to his favourite Stephen , 
who was recommended by the epithet of the 
favage. Yet even the favage Stephen imperfetdly 
accompliflied the intentions of his |'ovcreign. The 
flownefs of bis attack allowed the greater part of 
the inhabitants to withdraw into the country; and 
the miniftef of vxngeance contented himfelf with 
reducing die youth of both fexes to a date of 
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fervitude, with roaPting alive feven of the princi- 
pal citizens , with drowning twenty in the fca , 
and with referving forty-two in chains to receive 
their doom from die mouth of the emperor. In 
their return , the fleet was driven on the rocky 
fliores of Anatolia; and Juftinian applauded the 
obedience of the Euxine, which had involved fo 
many thoufands of his fubjedls and enemies in a 
common fliipwreck: but the tyrant was ftill in- 
fatiate of blood; and a fecond expedition was 
commanrled to extirpate the remains of the pro- 
feribed colony. In the fiiort interval , the Cherfonites 
had returned to their city, and were prepared to 
die in arms ; the khan of the Chozars had renounced 
the caufe of his odious brother ; the exiles of every 
province were alTemblcd in 'I’anris; and Bardanes , 
under the name of Philippicus , was inverted with 
the purple. The Imperial troops, unwilling and 
unable to perpetrate the revenge of Jurtinian , 
efcaped his difpleafure by abjfiring his allegiance : 
the fleet, under their new fovereign , Iteered back 
a more aufpicious courfe to the harbours of Sinope 
and Conftantinople ;and every tongue was prompt 
to pronounce, every hand to execute, the death 
of the tyrant. Deftitute of friends , he was deferted 
by his Barbarian guards ; and the ftroke of the 
artaffin was praifed as an a<ft of patriotifm and 
Roman virtue. His fon Tiberius had taken refuge 
in a church ; his aged grandmother guarded the 
doOrj and the innocent youth , fufpending round 
his neck the moft formidable relics , embraced 
with one hand the altar, with the other the wood 
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of tbe true croL. But the popular fury that dares 
to trample on fiiperRition , is deaf to the cries of 
humanity ; and the race of Heraclius was extin- 
guiRied after a reign of one hundred years. 

Between the fall of the Pleraclian and the rife 
of the Ifaurian dynally , a llTort interval of fix 
years is divided into three reigns. Bardar.es , or 
rililippicus , was hailed at Conftantinople as an 
hero who had delivered his country from a tyrant; 
and he might tafte fome moments of happinefs in 
the firft tranfports of fincere and univerful joy. 
Juftinian had left behind him an ample treafure , 
the fruit of cruelty and rapine: but this ufeful 
fund wa« foon aAd idly diffipated by his fuccefTor. 
On the fellival of his birth-day , Philippicus en- 
tertained the multitude with the games of the 
hippodrome ; from thence he paraded through 
the fireets with a thoufand banners and a thoufand 
trumpets ; refrcflicd himfelf in the baths of Zeu- 
xippus,and, returnii^ to the palace , entertained 
his nobles with a fumptuous banquet. At the 
meridian hour he withdrew to his chamber, in- 
toxicated with flattery and wine, and forgetful 
that his example had made every fubjedl ambitious 
and that every ambitious fubjed was his fecret 
enemy. Some bold confpirators introduced them- 
fclves in the diforder of the feaft; and the num- 
bering monarch was furprifed, bound , blinded, 
and depofed , before he was fcnfible of his danger. 
Yet the traitors were deprived of their reward ; 
and the free voice of the f^uiate and people pro- 
moted Artemius from the office of fecretary to 
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tliat of emperor: he affumed the title of Anaffafius chap. 
the fecond, and difplayed in a fliortand troubled xt.viii. 
reign the virtues both of peace and war. But , Anafiains ii. 
after the extindion of the Imperial line , the rule 
of obedience was violated, and every change 
diffufed the feeds of new revolutions. In a mutiny 
of the fleet , an obfeure and reludant oflicer of 
the re venule was forcibly invefted with the purple: 
after fome months of a- naval war , Anaflalius 
refigned tlie feeptre; and the conqueror, Theo-Theodo- 
dofuis the third, fubmitted in his turn to the Ft- 
perior afeendant of Leo , the general and emperor J anuaiy* i 
of the Oriental troops. His two predecefTors were 
permitted to embrace the ccclefiaftical profjflion : t 

the reftlefs impatience of Anaftafuis tempted him 
to rifk and to lofe his life in a trcafonable eiUer- 
prife; but the lafl; day's of Thcodofuis were ho- 
nourable and fecure. The fingle fublime word 
“ HEALTH,” which he infenbed on his tomb, 
exprefles the confidence of philbfophy or religion ; 
and the fame of his miracles was long preferved 
among the people of Ephefus. This convenient 
flielter of the, church might fometimes impofe a 
leffon of clemency ; but it may be queftioned whe- 
ther it is for the public intereft to diminilh the 
perils of imfuccefsful ambition. 

I have dwelt on the fall of a tyrant; I fliall Uo m. th« 
briefly reprefent the founder of a new dynafly , • 

•who is known to pofterity by the invectives of AUrcu s<.* 
bis enemies, and whofe public and private life is 
involved in tire ecclefialtical ftory of the Icono- 
clafts. Yet in fpite of the clamours of fuperftition, 
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CHAP, a favourable prejudice for th^ character of Leo 

XLVlii* the Ifauriaii , may be reafonably drawn from the 
obfeurity of his birth and the duration of his 
reign. — 1. In an age of manly fpirit , the profped 
of an Imperial reward would have kindled every 
energy of the mind , and produced a crowd of 
competitors as deferving as they were defirous 
to reign. Even in the corruption and debility of 
the modern Greeks, the elevation of a plebeian 
• from the laiT; to the firft rank of fociety , fuppofes 
^ fome qualiiications above the level of the multi- 
tude. He would probably be ignorant and difdainful 
of fjaeculative fcience; ^nd in the purfuit of for- 
tune , he might abfolve himfelf from the obligations 
of benevolence and juflicc : but to his character 
we may aferibe the ufeful virtues of prudence and 
fortitude, the knowledge of mankind, and the 
important art of. gaining their confidence and 
dircefing their palllons. It is agreed that Leo was 
a native of Ifauria, and that Conon was his pri- 
mitive name, he writers, whofc awkward fatire 
is praifc, deferibe him as an itinerant pedlar who 
drove an afs with fome paltry merchandife to the 
country fairs; and fooliflily relate that he met on 
the road fome Jewilh fortune-tellers, who promif- 
ed him the Roman empire, on condition that he 
Ihould abolifh the worlhip of idols. A more prob- 
able account relates, the migration of his father 
from Afia Minor to Thrace , where he exercifed 
the lucrative trade of a grazier; and he muft have 
acquired confiderab'e wealth, fmee the firl't intro- 

^ dudiou of his fon was procured by a fupply of 


Digitized by Coogk 



/ 

/ 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 335 

fiv'C hundred flicep to the Imperi.il c.imp. His fu n; chap. 
fcrvicc was in the guards of Juflinian, where he KiA’iil. 
foon attraded the notice, and by degrees the 
jcaloufy, of the tyrant. His valour and dexterity 
were confpicuous in the Colchian war: 'from Ana- ' 
ftafius he received the command of the Anatolian 
legions, and by the fuffrage of the foldiers he 
was railed to the empire with the general applaufc 
of the Rotnan world. — II. In this dangerous ele- 
vation, Leo the third fupported himfelf againft 
the envy of his equals , the’difeonteut of a pow- 
erful fadion •, and the affaults of his foreign and 
domeflic enemies. The Catholics, who accufe his 
religious innovations, are obliged to confefs that 
they were undertaken with temper and conduded 
with lirmnefs. Their filence refpeds the wifdotn 
of his adminiilration and the purity of his man- 
ners. After a reign of twenty-four years , he peace- 
ably expired in the palace of Conftantinople ; 
and the purple which he had acquired , was tranf- 
mitted by the right of inheritance to the third 
generation. /- 

In a long reign of thirty-four years, the fon Conftanv 
and fucceffor of Leo, Conftantine the fifth, fur- 
named Copronymus, attacked with Icfs temper- mus. 
ate zeal the imayes or idols of the church. Their '* 

. June IS. 

votaries hive exhauited the bitternefs of religi- 
ous gall, in their portrait of this fpotted panther, 
this anti-chrift, this flying dragon of the fer- 
pent’s feed, who furpafTed the vices of Flagaba- 
Jiis and Nero. His reign was a long butchery of 
whatever was mofl noble, or holy, or innocent, 
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c K A p. in his empire. In pcrfon , the emperor aflirt- 
XiVin. „ ed at the execution of his vidims, fiirveyed their 
agonies, lillened to their groans , and indulged, 
without fatiating, his appetite for blood; a jdate 
of nofes was accepted as a grateful offering, and 
his domeflics were often fcourged or mutilated 
by the royal hand. His furname was derived from 
his pollution of his baptifmal font. The infant 
might be excufed ; but the manly plenfurcs of Co- 
pronyrr.us degraded him below the level of a brute; 
his luff confounded tJie eternal dilfindions of fex 
and fpecics; and he feemed to cxtraT fome unnatu- 
ral’dciight from the objeds moft offejiliv'e to human 
fenfe. In his religion, the Icouociafl was an 
H eretic. a Jew, a IVlahomctan, a Pagan, and 
an Athcift; and his belief of an invilible power 
could be difeovered only in his magic rites , 
human vidims and nodurnal facrificcs to Venus 
and the daemons of antiquity. His life was flain- 
cd with the moR: oppofite vices, and the ulcers 
whi^h covereil his body, anticipated before his 
death the fentiment of bell - tortures. Of thefe 
accufations, which I have fo patiently copied, a 
part is- refuted by its own abfurdity; and in the 
priv'ate anecdotes of the life of princes, the lie is 
more eafy as the detedion is more difficult. 
V’^ithout adopting the pernicious maxim, that 
where much is alleged, fomething mufb b'e true, 
1 can however difeern, that Conlfautine the fifth 
was didolute and cruel. Calumny is more prone 
to exaggerate than to invent; and her licenti- 
ous tongue is checked in fome mcafure by the 

experience 
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experience of the age and country to which flic c,n a p. 
appeals. Of the bifliops and monks, the gene- XLViiI. 
rals and magillratcs , who are faid to have fuf- 
fercd under his reign, the numbers arc cecoided, 
the names were confpicuous , the execution was 
public, the mutilation vifible and permanent. 

The Catholics hated the perfon and government 
of Copronymus; but even their hatred is a proof 
of their oppredion. They diiremblc the provo- 
cations which might excufe or jijftify his rigour, but 
.even thefe provocations mull gradually inflame his 
refentment, and harden his temper in the ufe or 
the abufe of defpotifm. Yet the charadter of the 
fifth Conllantine was not devoid of merit, nor did 
liis government always deferve thecurfes or the con- 
tempt of theGrecks. From the confelfion of his ene- 
mies, I am .informed of the refloration of an an- 
cient aquedudl, of the redemption of two thoufand 
five hundred captives, of the uncommon plenty 
of the times, and of the new colonies with 
which he repeopled Conflfhntinople and the Thra- 
cian cities. 1 hey . rcludantly praife his adivity 
and courage; he was on horfeback in the field 
at the head of his legions ; and , although the 
fortune of his arms was various, he triumphed 
by fea and land , on the Euphrates and ihe 
Danube, in civil and Barbarian war. Heretical 
praife mull be call into the fcale , to counterba- 
lance the weight of ojthodox invedive. 7'he 
Iconoclafls revered the virtues of the prince: 
forty years after his death , they Bill prayed be- 
fore the tomb of the faint. A miraculous vifion 
VOL. VIII. Z 
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XLVUI. 


teo.IV. 

A. D. 77? , 
14. 


was propagated by fanaticifm or fraud: and the 
Chrifliaii hero appeared on a milk-white fteed, 
brandiniing his lance againll the pagans of Bul- 
garia: “An abfurd fable,” fays the Catholic hiftc* 
rian, “ Tince Copronymus is chained with the 
daemons in the abyfs of hell. ” 

Leo the fourth , the fon of the fifth and the 
father of the fixth Conftantine , was of a feeble 
conflitution both of mind and body, and the 
principal, care of his reign was the fettlement of 
the fuccellion. The alfociatioii of the young 
Conftantine was urged by the officious zeal of 
his fubjeds; and the emperor, confeious of his 
decay, complied, after a prudent hefitation, with 
their unanimous wifhes. The royal infant, at 
the age of five years, was crowned with his 
mother Irene; and the national confent was rati- 
fied by every circumftance of pomp and folemn- 
ity, that could dazzle the eyes, or bind the 
confcience, of the Greeks. An oath of fidelity 
was adminiftered in th& palace, the church , and 
the hippodrome, to the feveral orders of the 
ftate, who adjured the holy names of the fon, 
and mother, of God. “BewitneTs, OChrifl! that 
“ we will watch over the fafety of Conftantine 
“ the fon of Leo , expofe our lives in his fervice, 
“ and bear true allegiance to his perfon and 
pofterity.” They pledged their faith on the 
wood of the true crofs , and the adf of their en- 
gagement was depofitecl on the altar of St. So- 
phia. The firft to fwear, and the firft to violate 
their bath, were the five fons of Copronymus 
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by a fecond marriage ; and thd ftory of thcfe chap. 
princes is fingular and tragic. The right of pri* xLViii. 
mogeniture excluded them from the throne; the 
injufUce of their elder brother defrauded them 
of a legacy of about two millions fterling; fome 
vain titles were not deemed a fufficient compen- 
l.ition for wealth and power; and they repeatedly 
confpired againft their nephew , before and after 
the death of his father. Their firft attempt was 
pardoned ; for the fecond offence they were con- 
demned to the ecclefiaflical ftate : and for the 
third treafon, Nicephorus, the eldeft and moft 
guilty, was deprived of his eyes, and his four 
brothers, Chriftopher, Nicetas, Anthemeus, and ■ 
Eudoxas', were punifhed, as a milder fentence, by 
the amputation of their tongues. After five 
years confinement, they efcaped to the church ' 
of St. Sophia, and difplayed a pathetic fpedacle 
to the people.! “Countrymen and Chriftians ," ^ 

cried Nicephorus for himfelf and his mute breth- 
ren, “behold the fons of your emperor, if you 
“ can ftill recognife our features in this miferable 
“ ftate. A life , an imperfeft life , is .all that the 
“ malice of our enemies has fpared. It is now 
“ threatened , and we now throw ourfelves on 
“ your compaflion. The fifing murmur might ' ^ 

have produced a revolution, had. it not been 
checked by the prefence of a minifter , who 
foothed the unhappy princes with flattery and 
hope, and gently drew them from the fanduary 
to the palace. They were fpeedily embarked 
for Greece, and Athens was allotted for the 
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place of their exile. In this calm retreat, and in 
their helplefs .condition, Nicephoni,'; and his 
brothers were tormented by the thirlh of power, 
and tempted by a Schavonian chief, who offered 
to break their prifon, and to lead them in arms, 
and in the purpie , to the gates of Conffanti- 
liople. Bm the Athenian people, ever zealous 
in the caufe of Irene, prevented her jidlice or 
cruelty; and the five fons of Copronymus were 
plunged in eternal darknefs and oblivion. 

For himfelf, that emperor had chofen a Bari 
barian wife, the daughter of the khan .of the 
Chozars: but in the marriage of his heir, he 
preferred an Athenian virgin, an orphan, fevxn- 
tcen years old, whofe foie fortune muft have 
Confifted in her perfonal accomplifhments. I he 
nuptials of Leo and Irene were celebrated with 
royal pomp ; Ihe foon acquired the love and 
confidence of a feeble hufband , and in his 
teftament he declared the emprefs , guardian of 
the Roman world, and of their fon Conftantine 
the fixth , who was no more than ten years of 
age. During his childhood, Irene mod ably and 
alllduoufly difeharged , in her public adminiftra- 
tion, the duties of a faithful mother; and her' 
zeal in the reftoration of images has deferv'ed the 
name, and honours of a faint, which flie dill 
occupies in the Greek calendar. But the emperor 
attained the maturity of youth ; the maternal 
yoke became more grievous; and he.lidened 
to the favourites of his own age, w.ho lhared 
his pleafures, and tyere ambitious of fharing his 
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power. Their renfons conv'iiiced him of his right, chap. 
their praifes of his ability, to rcigo ; and he XLVIU. 
confcnted to reward the fervices of Irene bv a 
perpetual haniihmcnt to the i(le of Sicily. But 
her vigilance and penetration cafdy difconcerted 
their r.afli projects; a fimilar , or more fevere, 
puiiiflimeiit was retaliated on themfelves and 
their advifers ; and Irene, inflicted on the ungrate- 
ful prince the challifcment of a boy. After this 
conteft, the mother and the fon were at the head 
of two domoftic factions; and, inltcad of mild 
influence and voluntary obedience, fhe held in 
chains a captive and an enemy. The cmprefs 
was overthrown by the abufe of victory;, the' 
oath of fidelity which fhe exaCled to herfelf 
alone, was pronounced with reluctant murmurs; 
and the bold refufal of the Armenian guards 
encouraged a free and general declaration , that 
Conftaiitine the fixtli w.as the lawful emperor of 
the Romans. In this character he afccnded his 
hereditary’ throne , and difmiflcd Irene to a life 
of folitude and repofe." But her haughty fpirit 
condcfccnded to the arts of diirimulation ; fhe 
flattered the bifhops and eunuchs , revived the 
filial tenderiiefs of the prince, regained his confi- 
dence, and. betrayed his credulity. The character 
of Conltantine w;is not defticiue of fenfe or 
fpirit ; but his education had been fludioufly 
negl'.Cted, and his ambitions mother expofed to 
the public cenfure the vices which file h.ad 
nourifhed and the aCtions which flie had fecretly , 
advifed : his divorce and fecoud marriage offended 
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c II A p. the prejudices of the clergy , and by his im- 

Xivni. prudent rigour he forfeited the attachment of the 
Armenian guards. A powerful confpiracy was 
formed for the reftoration of Irene ; and the 
fecret though widely diffufed, was faithfully kept 
♦ibove eight months, till the emperor, fufpicious 
of his danger, efcaped from Conftantinopie, 
with the defign of appealing to the provinces 
and armies. By this hafty flight, the emprefs 
was left on the brink of the precipice ; yet before 
'flic implored -the mercy of her- fon , Irene 
addrefied a private epiftle to the friends whom 
flie had placed about his perfon , with a menace, 
that unlefs they accompliflied , she would reveal, 
their treafon. Their fear rendered them intrepid; 
they feized the emperor on the Afiatic fliore, 
and he was tranfported to the porphyry apart- 
ment of the palace, where he had firft feen the 
light. In the mind of Irene, ambition had ftifled 
every (fentimcnt of humanity and nature; and 
it was decreed in her bloody council , that 
Conftantine fliould be rendered incapable of the 
' throne : her emiffaries aflaulted the fleeping 

prince , and ftabbed thbir daggers 'with fuch 
violence and precipitation into his eyes , as if 
they meant to execute a mortal fentence. An 
ambiguous paflage of Theophanes perfuaded. the 
annalift; of the church that death was the imme- 
diate confequence of this barbarous execution. 

■ The Catholics have been deceived or fubdued 
by the authority of Baronins ; and proteflant 
zeal has re-echoed the words of a cardinal, 
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defirous, as it fhoiild.feem, to favour the patron- 
cfs of images. Yet the blind fon of Irene 
furvived many years ^ oppreffed by the court 
and forgotten by the world : the Ifaiirian dynafty 
was filently extinguifhed and the memory of 
Conftantine was recalled only by the nuptials of 
his daughter Euphrofyne with the emperor 
Michael the fecond. 

The mod bigoted orthodoxy has juftly 
execrated the unnatural mother, who may not 
eafily be paralleled in the hiftory of crimes. To 
her bloody deed , fuperftition has attributed ' a 
fubfequent darknefs of feventecn days; during 
which many veffels in mid-day were , driven 
from their courfe, as if the fun , a globe of fire 
fo vaft and fo remote, could fympathife with 
the atoms of a revolving planet. On earth, the 
crime of Irene was left five years unpunifhed; 
her reign was crowned with external fplen- 
dour ; and if fhe could filence the voice of 
confcience , ftie neither heard nor regarded the 
reproaches of mankind. The Roman world 
bowed to the government of a female; and as 
fire moved through the ftreets of Conftantinople, 
the reins of. four milk-white deeds were held by 
as many patricians, who marched on foot before 
the golden chariot of their queen. But thefe 
patricians were for the mod part eunuchs; and 
their black ingratitude judified , on this occafion, 
the popular hatred and contempt. , Raifed , en- 
riched, entruded with the fird dignities of the 
empire , they bafely confpired againd their bene- 
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fadrefs : the great treafurcr Nicephorus was 
fecretly iiivefted with tire purple; her fucceffor 
was introduced into the palace, and crowned 
at St. Sophia by the venal patriarch. In their 
firft interview , 'Ihe recapitulated with dignity 
the revolutions of her life, gently accufed the 
perfidy of Nicephorus, infinuated that he owed 
his life to her unfiifpicious clemency, and, for 
the throne and treal'ures which fhe refigned, 
folicited a decent and honourable retreat. His 
avarice refufed this modell compenfation ; and, 
in her exile of the ifle of Lefijos, the emprefs 
earned a fcanty fubfiftence by the labours of her 
diltaff. 

Many tyrants have reigned undoubtedly more 
criminal than Nicephorus , but none perhaps 
have more deeply incurred the univerfal abhor- 
rence of their people. His charader was ftained 
with the three odious vices of hypocrify ,- ingra- 
titude, and avarice; bis want of virtue was not 
redeemed by any fuperior talents, nor his want 
• of talent' by any pleafing qualifications. Unfldlful 
and unfortunate in war, Nicephorus was van- 
quilhed by the Saracens , and Haiti by the 
Bulgarians. ; and the advantage of his death 
overbalanced, in the public opinion, the deffruc- 
tion of a Roman army. His fon and heir Staiira- 
cius efcaped from the field with a mortal wound: 
yet fix months of an expiring life were fufficient 
to refute his indecent , though popular declara- 
tion , that he would in all things avoid the 
example of his father. On the near profped of 
his deceafe, Michael, the great mafter of the 
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palace, and the hufband of his After Pro- chap. 
copia , was named by every perfon of the XLVili. 
palace and city, except by his envious brother. 
Tenacious of a fceptre now falling from his 
hand, he confpired againft tl^ life of his fuc- 
celfor , and cherilhed the idea of changing to a 
democracy the Roman empire. But thefe ralh 
projedls fervcd only to inflame the zeal of the 
people and to remove the fcruples of the candi- Michael t. 
date: Michael the hrft accepted the purple, and 
before he funk into the grave, the fon of Nice- 
phorus impdored the clemency of his new fover- 
eign. Had Michael in an age of peace afcended 
an hereditary throne , he might have reigned 
and died the father of his people : but his mild 
virtues were adapted to the fhade of private 
life , nor was he capable of controlling the 
ambition of hi<! equals, or of refifting the arms 
of the vidorious Bulgarians. While his want of 
ability'and fuccefs expofed him -to the contempt ' 

of the foldiers, the mafculine fpirit of his wife' 
Procopia awakened their indignation. Even the 
Greeks of the npnth century were provoked by. 
the infolence of a female, who, in the front of 
the ftandards , prefumed to direct their difcipline 
' and animate their valour ; and their licentious 
clamours advifed the new Semiramis to reverence 
the majefty of a Roman camp. After an unfuc- 
cefsful campaign, the emperor left in their 
winter- quarters of Thrace, a difafleded army 
under the command of his enemies; and their 
artful eloquence perfuaded the foldiers to break 
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the dominion of the eunuchs , to degrade the 
hulband of Procopia , and to affert the right of 
a military eledlion. They marched towards the 
capital; yet the clergy, the fenate, and the people 
of Conftantinople , adhered to the caufe of 
Michael-; and the troops and treafures of Afia 
might have protraded the mifchiefs of civil war. 
But his humanity (by the ambitious, it will be 
termed his weaknefs ) protefted , that not a 
drop of Chrillian blood Ihould be Ihed in his 
quarrel, and his meffengers prefented the con- 
querors with the keys of the city and the 
palace; They were .difarmed by his innocence 
and fubmillion; bis life and his eyes were fpared; 
and the Imperial monk enjoyed the comforts of 
folitude and religion above thirty-tWo years after 
he had been ftripped .of the purple and feparated 
from his wife. 

A rebel,- in the time ofNicephorus, the famous 
and unfortunate Bardanes , had once the curiofity 
to confult an Afiatic prophet, who, after prog- 
nofticating his fall , announced the fortunes of 
his three principal officers, Le© the Armenian, 
Michael the Phrygian, and Thomas the Cappa- 
docian, the fueceffive reigns of the two former, 
the fruitlefs and fatal enterprife of the third. This 
predidlion was verified, or rather was produced, 
by the event. Ten years afterwards, when the 
Thracian camp rejeded the hufband of Procopia, 
the crown was prefented to the fame Leo , the 
firff in military rank and the fecret author of the 
mutiny. As he affeded to hefitate, “ With this 
“ fword,” faid his companion Michael, “ I will 
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open the gates of Conftantinople to your Im- 
“ perial fway; or inftantly plunge it into your 
“ bofom, if you obftinately r?(^ the juft delircs 
“ of your fellow -foldiers.” The compliance of 
the Armenian was 'rewarded with the empire, 
and he reigned feven years and an half under the 
name of Leo the fifth. Educated in a camp, and 
ignorant both of laws &nd letters , he introduced 
into his civil government the rigour and even 
cruelty of military difcipline ; but if his feverity 
was fometimes dangerous to the innocent, it was 
always formidable to the guilty. His religious 
jnconftancy was taxed by the epithet of Chame- 
leon, but the Catholics have acknowledged by 
the voice of a faint and confeffor, that the life 
of the Iconoclaft was ufeful.to the republic. The 
zeal of his companion Michael was repaid with 
riches,- honours, and military command; and his 
fubordinatc talents were beneficially employed in 
the public fervice. Yet the Phrygian was dif- 
fatisfied at receiving as a favour a fcanty portion 
of the Imperial prize which he had beftowed on 
his equal; and his difcontent, which fometimes 
evaporated in hafty difcourfe, at length alTumed 
a more threatening and hoftile afpe<ft againft a 
prince whom he rcprcfented as a cruel tyrant. 
1 hat tyrant, however, repeatedly detedled, 
warned , and difmifTed the old companion of his 
arms, till fear and refcntment prevailed over gra- 
titude; and Michael, after a fcrutiny into his 
actions and defigns, was convided of treafon, 
and fentenccd to be burnt alive in the furnace of 
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CHAP. t!io private baths. The devout hurmnity of the 
XLViii. cmprcls I hcophano was fatal to her hulband and, 
fair ly. A folen^i*day, the tvVenry -fifth of De- 
ceinb'r, had been fixed for the execution: fhe 
* urjt d, that the aiiniveifarv of the Saviour’s birtli 
would be profaned by this inhuman fpedlacle, 

< and i^eo confented with reluclancc to a decent 

refpite But on the vigil of the leaft, his fleeplefs 
anxiety prompted him to vifit at the dead of 
I'iglu (he chamber in which his enemy was con- 
fined : he beheld him releafed from his chain, 
.and jfrcrched on his gaoler’s bed in a profound 
flumbcr: Leo was alainied at thefe figns of fecuri- 
ty and intelligence; but, though he retired with 
filent ffeps', his entrance aild departure were no- 
ticed by a flave who lav concealed in a corner 
of th ‘ prifon. Under the pretence of retpiefling 
the fi'uitnal aid of a conl dior, I\li had informed 
the < onfpirators , that their lives depended on his 
diferetion, and that a few hours were left to af- 
fine their own fafety , by the deliverance of. 
their friend and country. On the great fcffivals, 
a chofeii band of piieils and chanters was ad- 
mitted into the palace by a private gate to fing 
matins in the chapel; and Leo, who regulated 
, with the fime ftritlncfs the difcipliue of the choir 

au.d of the camp, was feldom abfeiit from thefe 
early devotions. In the ecclefiafUcal habit, but 
with fwoi'ds under their robes, the confpirators 
mingled with the proceffioii, lurked in the angles of 
the chapel, and expedled, as the ngnal of murder, 
the intonation of the iirft pfalm by the emperor 
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himfdf. The impcHccT; light, and the uniformiry 
of (Irefs , might have favoured his efcape, wuile 
their afTault was pointed ' againft an harmlefs 
pnefl; but they foon- difeoverrd thefr miflake, 
and encompafTed on all fidjs tl^ royal victim. 
Without a weapon and without a friend , he 
grafped a weighty crofs , and Itood at bay againft 
the hunters ol his life, but as he afked for mercy, 
“ Ibis is the hour,, notol mercy,, bu' of venge- 
“ ance,” was the inexorable reply. The ftroke 
of a well -aimed fword feparated from his body 
the right arm and the crofs, and Leo the Arme- 
nian was flain at the foot of the altar. 

A memorable reverfe of fortune was 'dlfplayed 
in Alichael the fecond, who, from a defect in 
his fpeech , was. furnamed the Stammerer. He 
was fnatched from the liery furnace to the fover- 
eignty of an empire ; and as in the tumult a 
fmith could not readily be found the fetters 
remained on his legs fevcral hours after he was 
feated on the throne of the Cxfars. The royal 
blood which had been the price of his elevation, 
was unprotitably fpjcut; in the purple he retained 
the ignoble vices of his origin; and Michael loft 
his provinces with as fupine indifference as if 
they had been the inheritance of his fathers. His 
title was difputed by Thomas, the laft of the mi- 
litary triumvirate, who tranfported into Europe 
fourfeore thouffmd Barbarians from the banks of 
the Tigris and the fliores of the Cafpian. He 
formed the fiege of Conftantinople ; 'but the ca- 
pital was defended with fpintual and carnal 
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weapons; a Bulgarian king affauked the camp of 
the Orientals, and Thomas had the misfortune, 
or the wcaknefs, to fall alive into the power of 
the conqueror. I he hands and feet of the rebel' 
were amputated; he was placed on an afs, and, 
amidft the inf Lifts of the people, was led through 
the ftreets, which he fprinkled with his blood. 
The depravation of manners, as favage as they 
were corrupt, is marked by the prefence of the 
emperor himfelf. Deaf to the lamentations of a 
fellow- foldicr , he inceffantly prelTed the difco- 
very of more accomplices, till his curiofity was 
checked by the queftion of an honcfl or guilty 
minifter: “ Would you give credit to an enemy, 
“ againfl; the moft faithful of your friends ? ” 
After the death of his firft wife, the emperor, 
at the requeft of the fenate, drew kora her mo- 
naftery Euphrofyne, the daughter of Conftantine 
the fixth. Her auguft birth might juftify a ffipu- 
lation in the marriage-con trad, that her children 
fhould equally fliare the empire with their elder 
brother. But the nuptials of Michael and Euphro- 
fyne were barren; and {he was content with the 
title of mother of Theopbilus, his fon and fu.c- 
ccfTor. 

'The charader of Theophilus is a rare example 
in which religious zeal has allowed, and perhaps 
magnified , the virtues of an heretic and a perfe- 
cutor. His valour was often felt by the enemies , 
and his juftice by the fubjeds , of the monarchy ; but 
the valour of Theophilus was rafh and fruitlefs , 
and his juftice arbitrary and cruel. He difplayed the 
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banner of the crofs againft the Saracens; but his 
five expeditions were concluded by a fignal over- 
throw; Amonum, the native city ofhis anceflors, 
was levelled with the ground , and from his military 
toils, he derived only the furname of the Unfor- 
tunate. The wifdom of a fovereign is comprifed 
in the inftitution of laws and the choice of magif- 
trates , and while he feems without adion , his 
civil government revolves round his centre with 
the filence and order of the planetary fyflem. But 
the juftice of Theophilus was fafliioned on the 
model of the Oriental defpots, who, in perfonal 
and irregular ads of authority, confult the reafon 
or palhon of the moment, without meafuring 
the fentence by the law or the penalty by the 
offence. .A poor woman threw herfelf at .the 
emperor’s feet to complain of a powerful neighbour, 
the brother of the emprefs, who had raifed his 
palace wall to fuch an inconvenient height, that 
her humble dwelling was excluded from light and 
air. On the proof of the fad , inftead of grant- 
ing, like an ordinary judge, fuflicient or ample 
damages to the plaintiff, the fovereign adjudged 
to her ufe and benefit the palace and the ground. 
Nor was Theophilus content with this extravagant 
fatisfadion : his zeal converted a civil trefpafs into 
a criminal ad; and the unfortunate patrician was 
ftripped and fcourged in the public place of 
Conffantinople. For fome venial offences, fome 
defcd of equity or vigilance, the principal mi- 
nifters , a praefed, a quaeftor, a captain of the 
guards , were banifhed or mutilated , or fcalded 
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CHAP, with boiling pitch , or burnt aliv^e, in the hippo 
xtviii. drome; and as thcfe dreadful examples might be 
the eftcdts of error or caprice, they mult have 
alienated from his fervice the beft and wifeft of 
the citizens. But the pride of the monarch was 
flattered in the exercife of power, or, as he 
thought, of virtue; and the people fafe in their 
obfcurity, applauded the danger and debafement 
of their fuperiors. This extraordinary rigour was 
juflified, in fome meafiire, by its falutary con- 
fequences ; fmce , after a fcrutiny of feventecn 
days, not a complaint or abufe could be found 
in the court or city: and it might be'alleged that 
the Greeks could be ruled only with a rod of iron, 
and that the public interefl is the motive and law 
of the fupreme judge. Yet in the crime, or the 
fufpicion , of treafon , that judge is of all others 
the moft credulous and partial. Theophilus might 
inflidt a tardy vengeance on the afTallins of Leo 
and the favioiirs of his father ; but he enjoyed 
, the fruits of their crime; :Uld his jealous tyranny 
facrificed a brother and a prince to the future 
fafety of his life. A Perfian of the race of the 
Safliinides died in poverty and exile at Conflan- 
tinople, leaving an only fon , the iffue of *a 
plebeian marriage. At the age of twelve years, 
the royal birth of Theophobus was revealed, and 
his merit wasjiot unworthy of his birth. He was 
educated in the Byzantine palace, a Chriftian 
and a foldier; advanced with rapid fteps in 
the career of fortune and glory ; received 
the hand of the emperor’s fiflijr ; and was 

prompted 
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promoted to the command of thirty thoufa'nd 
Pexfians, who, like his father , had fled from the 
Alahometaii conquerors. Thefe troops, doubly 
infected with mercenary and fanatic vices, were 
defirous of revolting, againlt their benefadlory and 
ereding the itandard of their native king: but 
the loyal Theophobus rejeded their offers , difeon- 
certed their fchemes, and efcaped from their 
hands to the camp or palace of his royal brother. 
A generous confidence might have fecured a 
faithful and able guardian for his wife and his 
infant fon , to whom I heophilus, in the flower 
of his age, was compelled to leav'e the inheritanca 
of the empire. Rut his jealoufy was exafperated 
by envy and difeafej he feared the dangerous 
virtues which might either fupport or opprefs their 
infancy and weaknefs; and the dying emperor 
demanded the head of the Perfian prince. With 
favage delight, ‘he recognifed the familiar features 
of his brother: “Thou art no longer Theophobus,” 
he faid; and, finking on bis couch, he added, 
with a faultcring voice, “ Soon , too foon , I fhall 
“ be no more Theophilus!” 

The Ruffians, who have borrowed from the 
Greeks the greatefl part of their civil and eccle- 
fiaflical policy, preferved , till the lall century, 
a fmgular inflitution in the marriage of the Czar. 
They collected , not the virgins of every rank 
and of every province, a vain and romantic idea, 
but the daughters of the principal nobles , wha' 
awaited in the palace the choice of their fover- 
eign. It is affirmed, that a limilar method was 
Vo£. Vm. A a 
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adopted in the nuptials of Theophilus. . With a 
golden apple in his hand, he flowly walked be- 
tween two lines, of contending beauties : his eye 
was detained by the charms of Icafia , and , in 
the awkwardnefs of a firft declaration , the prince 
could onlyobferve, that, in this world, women 
bad been the caufe of much evil: “And furely, 
“ fir, ” fhe pertly replied, “ they have like wife 
been the occafion of much good. ” This afFed- 
ation of unfeafonable wit difpleafed the Imperial 
lover: he turned afide in difguft; Icafia concealed 
her mortification in a convent; and the modeft 
filence of Theodora was rewarded with the golden 
apple. She deferved-the love, but did not cfcape 
the feverity , of her lord. From the palace 'garden 
he beheld a veficl deeply laden, and ftcering into 
the port: on the difeovery that the precious cargo of 
Syrian luxury was the property of his wife , he 
condemned the fln'p to the flames, with a fharp 
reproach, that her avarice had degraded the 
charader of an emprefs into that of a merchant. 
Yet his laft choice entrufted her with the guar- 
dianlhip of the empire and her fon Michael, who 
was left an orphan in the fifth year of his age. 
1 he refioration of images , and the final extirpation 
of the Iconoclafts, has endeared her name to the 
devotion of the Greeks; but in the fervour of 
religious zeal , Theodora entertained a grateful 
regard for the memory and falvation of her hufband. 
After thirteen years of a prudent and frugal ad- 
miniftration, Ihe perceived the decline- of her 
influence; but the fecond Irene imitated only the 
virtues of her predeedTor. Inficad of Gonfpiring 
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againft the life or government of'hcr fon , flic c h a 
retired , without a ftruggle though not without XLViHi 
a murmur, to the folitude of private life, deploring 
the ingratitude, the vices, and the inevitable ruin, 
of the worthlefs youth. 

Among the fucceflbrs of Nero and Elagabalus, 
we have not hitherto found in the imitation of their 
vices, the character of a Roman prince who con- 
frdered pleafure as the objed of life, and virtue 
as the enemy of pleafure. AVhatcver might have 
been the maternal care of Theodora in the educa- 
tion of Michael the third, her unfortunate fon 
was a king before- he was a man. If the ambitious 
mother laboured to check the progrefs of reafon, 
fhe could not cool the ebullition of paffion; and 
her felfifli policy was juftiy repaid by the con- 
tempt and ingratitude of the headllrong youth. 

At the age of eighteen , herejeded her authority, 
without feeling his own incapacity to govern the 
empire and himfelf. With Theodora , all gra^ty 
and wifdom retired from the court; their place 
was fupplied by the alternate dominion of vice 
and folly; and it was impolllble, without for- 
feiting tKe public effeern , to acquire or preferve 
the favour of the emperor. The millions of gold 
and filver which had been accumulated for the 
fervice of the flate, were laviflied on the vileft 
of men', who flattered his paffions and fliared his 
pleafures ; and in a reign of thirteen years , the 
richefl of fov'ereigiis was compelled to ftrip the 
palace and the churches of their precious furniture. 

Like Nero , he delighted in the amufements of 
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the theatre, and fighed to be fiirpaffcd in the ac- 
complifiiments in which he fliould have bluflied 
to excel. Yet the Undies of Nero in mufic and 
poetry, betrayed fomc fymptoms of a liberal tafte; 
< the more ignoble arts of thefon ofTheophilus were 
confined to the chariot-race of the hippodrome. 
The four factions which had agitated the peace, 
ftill amufed the idlenefs, of tlie capital ; for bim- 
Iclf, the emperor affumed the blue livery; the 
three riv'al colours were diftributed to his favour- 
ites , and in the vile though ea^er contention he 
forgot the dignity of his perfon and the fafety of 
his dominions. He filenced the mefTeng:er of an 
invafion , who prefumed to divert his attention 
in the moll critical moment of the race; and by 
his command, the importunate beacons were ex- 
tinguiflicd , that too frequently fpread the alarm 
frotn Tarfus to Conftantinople. The moft Ikilful 
charioteers obtained the firft place in his confid- 
ence and eftcem ; their merit was profnfely re- 
warded; the emperor feafted in their houfes, and 
prefented their children at the baptifmal font; and 
while he applauded his own popularity , he aft'edod 
to blame the cold and ftatcly referve of his pre- 
deceffors. The unnatural lufts which had de- 
graded even the manhood of Nero, were baniflied 
from the world ; yet the flrcngth of Michael w.a> 
confumed by the indulgence of love and intem- 
perance. In his midnight revels, when his paf- 
fioiis were inflamed by wine , he was provoked 
to ilTue the moft fanguinary commands ; and if 
any feelings of humanity -were left, h® w.u 
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reduced, with the return of fenfe , to approve the 
falutary difobedience of his fcrvauts. But the 
moR extraordinary feature in the charadfer of 
IMichacl , is the profane mockery of the relr^ioii 
of his country. The fuperftition of the Greeks 
might indeed excite the finile of a philofopher: 
but his fmile woidd have been rational and tem- 
perate, and he mufthavc condemned the ignorant 
folly of a youth who infulted the objeds of public 
veneration. A buffoon of the court was invefted. 
in the robes of the patriarch : his twelve me- 
tropolitans, among whom the emperor was rank- 
ed , affumed their ecclefiaftical garments : they 
ufed or abufed the facred veffels of the altar; and 
in their bacch.analian feafls, the holy communion 
was adminiftered in a naufeous compound of 
vinegar and muftard. Nor were thefe impious' 
fpedaclcs concealed from the eyes of the city. On 
the day of a folemn iefliv'al, the emperor, with 
his biffiops or buffoons, rods on affes through the 
ftreets , encountered the* true patriarch at the head 
of his clergy; and by their licentious iliouts and 
obfcenc geftures, difordered the gravity of the • 
Chriftian procelhon. The dev’^otion of Michael 
appeared only in f©me offence to reafon or piety : 
he received his theatrical crowns from the ftatuc 
of the Virgin ; and an imperial tomb was violated 
for the fake of burning the bones of Conftantinc 
the Iconoclafl. By this extravagant conduct, the 
fon of Theophilus became as contemptible as he 
was odious: every citizen was impatient for the 
deliverance ofhis country; and even the favourites 
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of the moment were apprehenfive that a caprice ! 

might ftiatch away what a caprice had be- 
ftowcd. In the thirtieth year, of his age, and in 
the hour of intoxication and fleep , Michael the j 
third was murdered in his chamber by the founder , 
of a new dynafty, whom the emperor had raifed 
to an equality of rank and power. 

The genealogy of Bafil the Macedonian ( if it 
be not the fpurious offspring of pride and flattery) » 
exhibits a genuine pitflure of the revolution of the 
moft illuflrious families. The Arfacides , the rival? 
of Rome, ponefTecl the feeptre of the Eaft near 
four hundred, years ; a younger branch of thefe. 
Parthian kings continued to reign in Armenia; 
and their royal defeendants furvived the partition 
and fervitude of that ancient monarchy. Two 
of thefe, Artabanus and Chlienes, efcaped or re- 
tired to the court of Leo the firft: his bounty 
^feated them in a fafe and hofpitable exile, in the 
province of Macedonia : Adrianople was their final 
fettlement. During feveral generations they main- 
tained the dignity of their birth; and their Ro- 
man patriotifm rcjedled the tempting offer? of the 
Perfian and Arabian powers, who recalled them 
to their native country. But their fplendour was 
infenfibly clouded by time and poverty ; and the 
father of Bafil was reduced to a fmall farm, which 
he cultivatCvd with his own hand.s: yet he fcorned 
to difgrace the blood of the Arfacides by a plebeian 
alliance ; his wife , a, widow of Adrianople , was 
pleafed to count among her anceftors, the great 
Conftantine ; and their royal infant was connc( 5 lcd 
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by fomc dark affinity of Uncage or country .with chap.’ 
the Macedonian Alexander. No fooner was he xLViii. 
born, than the cradle ofBafil, his family, and 
his city, were fwcpt away by an inundation of 
the Bulgarians: he was educated a Have in a 
foreign land; and in this feverc difcipline, he ac- 
quired the hardinefs of body and flexibility of mind 
which promoted his future elevation. In the age 
of youth or manhood he fliared the deliverance 
of the Roman captives, who generoufly broke 
their fetters , marched through Bulgaria to the . 
fliores of the Euxine , defe.ated two armies of Bar- 
barians, embarked in the (hips which had been’, 
ftationed for their reception, and returned toCon- 
ftantinople, from whence they were diftributed 
to their refpedive homes. But the freedom of 
Bafil was naked and deftitute : his farm' was 
ruined by the calamities of w.ar: after his father’s 
death, his manual labour, or fervdee , could no 
longer fupport a family of orphans ; and he re- 
folved to feek a more confpicuous theatre, in 
which every virtue and every .vice fnay lead to 
the paths of greatnefs. The firft night of his 
arrival at Conftantinople , without friends or 
money , the weary pilgrim flept on the fteps of 
the church of S't. Diomede: he was fed by tlie 
cafual hofpitality of a monk; and was introduced • 
to the fervice of a coufm and namefake of the 
emperor Theophilus ; who , though himfelf of a ’ 
diminutive perfon , was always followed by a 
train of tall and handfome domeftics. Bafil attend- 
ed his patron to the government of Peloponnefus,- 
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CHAP, eclipfed , by bis perfonal merit , tbe birth and 
XI.VIII. dignity of Thcophilus , and formed an iifefiil 
connection with a wealthy and charitable matron 
of Patras. Her fpiritual or carnal love embraced 
the young advcjitnrer, whom fhe adopted as her 
fon. Danielis prefcnted him with thirty flaves; 
^ and the produce of her bounty was expended in 
the fupport of his brothers, and the purchafe of 
fome large e dates in IMacedonia. His gratitude or 
ambition dill attached him to. the fcrvice of 
n heophilus ; and a lucky accident recommended 
him to the notice of the court. A famous wref- 
tlcr, in the train of the Bulgarian ambaffadors , 
bad defied , at the roval banquet , the bolded 
and mod robud of the Greeks. The drength of 
Bafil was praifed ; ■ he accepted the challenge;' 
■' and the Barbarian champion was overthrown at 
the fird onfet. A beautiful but vicious horle 
was condemned to be hamdtung; it was fubdued 
by the dexterity and courage of the fervant of 
T heophilus ; and his conqueror was promoted 
to an honourable rank in the Imperial dablcs. 
But it was impodib'e to obtain the confidence 
' of IVlichael, without complying' with his vices; 
and his new favourite, the great chamberlain of 
the palace , was raifed and fupported by a dif- 
■ graceful marriage with a royal concubine, and 
the didionour of his fider , who fucceeded to 
her place. The public adminidration had been 
abandoned to the Oaifar Bardas , the brother 
and enemy of Theodora; but the arts of female 
iifluence perfuaded Michael to hate and to fear 
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Ill’s uncle : he was drawn from Conftantinople , 
under the pretence of -a Cretan expedition , 
and flabbed in the tent of audience , by the 
fword of the chamberlain , and in the prefence 
of the emperor. About a month after this execu- 
tion, Bafil was invefted v/ith the title of Aueuflus 
and the government of the empire. He fupported 
this unequal affociation till his influence was for- 
tified by popular elleem. His life was. endanger- 
ed by the caprice of the emperor; and his dignity 
was profaned by a fecond colleague, who had 
rowed in the gallies. Yet the murder of his 
benefaiflor mull be condemned as an adl of in- 
gratitude and treafon ; and the churches which 
he dedicated to the name of St. Michael, were 
a poor and puerile expiation of his guilt. 

The different ages of Rafil the firfl , may be 
compared with tliofe of Auguflus. The fituation 
of the Greek did not allow him in his carliefl; 
youth to lead an army againfl his country, for 
to proferibe the noblell of her fons ; but his 
afpiring genius flooped to the arts of a flav'c; he 
dilfombled his ambition and even his virtues, 
and grafped, with the bloody hand of an airaffin, 
the empire which he ruled with the wifdom and 
tendernefs of a parent. A private citizen may 
feel his interefl repugnant to his duty; but it 
mud be from a deficiency of fenfe or courage, 
that an abfolute monarch can feparate his happi- 
nefs from his glory, or his glory from the public 
welfare. The life or panegyric of Bafd has indeed 
been compofed and publiflied under the long 
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CHAP, reign ofliis- dcfcendants; but cv^n their ftabillty 

XLVili. on the thvone may be juftly afcribed to the fupc- 
ridr merit of their anceftor. In his charadler, his 
grandfon Conftantine has attempted to delineate 
a perfed image of royalty: but that feeble prince, 
unlefs he had copied a real model , could not 
eafily have foared fo high above the level of his 
own condudl or conceptions. But the mod folid 
praife of Bafil is drawn from the comparifon of 
a ruined and a flourifliing monarchy, that which 
he wrefted from die dilTolutc Michael , and that 
which he bequeathed to the Macedonian dynafly. 
The evils which had been fanctiHed by time and, 
example, were correcfled by his mafter hand; and 
he revived, if not the national fpirit, at lead the 
order and majedy of the Roman empire. His 
application was indefatigable , his temper cool , 
his underdanding vigorous and decifive ; and 
in his pradice he obferved that rare and falutary 
moderation , which purfues each virtue , at an 
equal didance between the oppdfite vices. His 
military fervice had been- confined to the palace; 
nor was the emperor endowed with the fpirit 
or the talents of a warrior. Yet* under his reign 
the Roman arms were again formidable to the 
Barbarians. As foon as he 'had formed a new 
army by difeipline and exercife, he appeared in 
perfon on the banks of the Euphrates , curbed 
the pride of the Saracens , and fupprdfed the 
dangerous though jud revolt of the Manichacans. 
His indignation againd a rebel who had -long 
eluded his purfuit, provoked him to wifh and 
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to pray, that, by the grace of God, he might 
drive three arrows into the head of Chryfochir. 
Tiiat odious head , which had been obtained by 
treafon rather than ' by valour , was fufpcnded 
from a tree, and thrice expofed to the dexterity 
' of the Impetial archer : a bafe revenge againll 
the dead , more worthy of the times , than of 
the charafter of Bafil. But his principal merit 
was in the civil adminiftration of the finances 
and of the laws. To replenifli an exhaufted 
treafury, it was propofed to refume the lavifh 
and ill-placed gifts of his predecelTor: his pru- 
dence abated one moiety of the reftitution } and 
a fum of twelve hundred thoufand pounds was 
indantly procured to anfwcr the moft prefling 
demands, and to allow fome fpace for the mature 
operations of oeconomy. Among the various 
fchemes for the improvement of the revenue , 
a new mode was fuggefted of capitation , or 
tribute, which would have too much depended 
on the arbitrary diferetion of the aireffors. A 
fnflPicient lift of honeft and able agents was in-> 
ftantly produced by the minlfter ; but on the 
more careful ferutiny of Bafil himfelf, only two 
could be found , who might be fafely entrufted 
with fuch dangerous powers; and they juftified 
his efteem by declining his confidence. But the 
ferious and fiicccfsful diligence of the emperor 
efbabliftied by degrees an equitable balance of 
property and payment , of receipt and expen- 
diture: a peculiar fund was appropriated to each 
fervice ; and a public method fecured the intereft 
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CHAP, of the prince and the property of the people. 

XLViii. After reforming the luxury , he afligned two 
patrimonial eftates to fupply the decent plenty , 
of the Imperial table ; the contributions of the 
fubjcdl were referved for his defence; an*l the 
refidue wis employed in the embelhfhment of 
the capital and provinces. A tafte for building, 
however coflly , may deferve fome praife and 
much excufe : from thence indiillry is led . art 
is encouraged , and fpme objecl is attained of 
public emolument or pleafure: the ufe of a road, 
an aqueducl , or an hofpital , is obvious and 
folid ; and the hundred churches that arofe by 
tlie command of Bafil, were confecrated to the 
devotion of the age. In the character of a judge, 
he was affiduous and impartial ; defirous to fave , 
but not afraid to ftrike : the oppreffors of the 
people were fevercly chaflifed ; but his perfonal 
foes, whom it might be unfafe to pardon, were 
' condemned, after the lofs of their eyes, to a life 

of folitude and repentance. The change of lan- 
guage and manners demanded a revifion of the 
obfolete jurifprudence of Juftinian’: the volumi- 
nous body of his Inditutes, Fandeds, Code , and 
Novels, was digefted under forty titles, in the 
Greek idiom ; and the Bujtiirs , which were 
improved and completed by his Con and grandfon, 
rnuft be referred to the original genius of the 
founder of their race. This glorious reign was 
terminated by an accident in the cbace,^ A fu- 
rioii!? ftag entangled his horns in the belt of 
Bafjl , and raifed him from his horfe : he was 
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refcucd by an attendant, who cut the belt and chap. 
Hew the animal ; but the 'fall, or the fever, xlviii. 
exhaulled the ftrength of the aged monarch , a id 
he expired in the palace, amidft the tears of his 
family and people. If he ftruck oft' the head of 
the faithful fervant , for prefuming to draw his 
fword againfl his fovereign; the pride of defpot- 
ifm, which, had lain dormant in his life, revived 
in the laft moments of defpair, when he no longer 
wanted or valued the opinion of mankind. 

Of the four fons of the emperor, Conftantine 
died before his father, whofe grief and credulity 
were amufed by a flattering impoflor and a vain March i. 
apparition. Stephen, the youngeft, was content 
with the honours of a patriarch and a faint^ both 
Leo and Alexander were alike inverted with the 
purple , but the powers of government were 
fokly exercifed by the elder brother. The name 
of Leo the fixth has been dignified with the title 
of pfiflofophcr ; and the union of the prince and 
the fage, of the adive and fpeculative virtues, 

' would indeed conrtitute the perfedion of human 
nature. Rut the claims of Leo are far fhort of this 
ideal excellence. Did he reduce his paflions and 
appetites under the dominion of rcafon ? His life 
was fpent in the pomp of the palace , in the fo- 
ciety of his wives and concubines; and even the 
clemency which he fliewed , and the peace which 
he rtrove to preferve, mufl be imputed to the 
foftnefs and indolence of his charader. Did he 
fubdue his prejudices, and thofe of his fubjeds? 

Ilis mind wi>s tinged with the moft puerile 
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quired a female compahion. , and the empire a chap. 
legitimate heir. The beautiful Zoc was intro- xtVUi. 
duced into the palace as a concubine; and after 
a trial of her fecundity, and the birth of Con- 
ftantine , her lover declared his intention of 
legitimating the mother and the child , by the 
celebration of his fourth nuptials. But the patriarch 
Nicholas refufed his blcfTing: the Imperial baptifm 
of the young prince was obtained by a promife 
of reparation ; and the contumacious hulband of 
Zoe was excluded from the communion of the 
faithful. Neither the fear of exile , nor the dc- 
fertidn of his brethren , nor the authority of the 
Latin church, nor the danger of failure or doubt 
in the fucceflion to the empire , could bend the 
fpirit of the inflexible monk. After the death of 
Leo , he was recalled from exile to the civil and 
ecclefiaftical adminiftration ; and the edid of union 
which was promulgated in the name ofConftan- 
tine , condemned the future fcandal of fourth 
marriages , and left a tacit imputation on his 
own birth. 

In the Greek language j putple and porphyry art auxuhUt , 
the fame word : and as the colours of nature are ' 

invariable, we may learn, that a dark deep red porphyroge- 
was the Tyrian dye which ftained the purple of 
the ancients. An apartment of the Byzantine 
palace was lined with porphyry: it was referved 
for the life of the pregnant empreffes ; and the 
royal birth of their children was exprefled by the 
appellation of porphyroycrifte , pr boi'n in the purple. ' ' 

Several of the Roman princes had been blelfed 


Digitized by Google 



CHAP. 

XLVIII. 


368 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

' « 

with an heir; but this peculiar furname was firfl; 
applied to Conftantine the feveiith. His life and 
titular reign were of equal duration; but of fifty- 
four years , fix had elapfed before his father’s 
death; and the fon of Leo was ever the voluntary 
or reludtant fubjedt of thofe who oppreffed his 
weaknefs or abufed his confidence. His uncle 
Alexander, who had long been invefted with the 
title of Auguftus, was the firll colleague and 
governor of the young prince : but in a rapid career 
of vice and folly , the brother of Leo already emu- 
lated the reputation oflMichacl; and when he 
was extinguiflied by a timely death , he entertained 
a projedt of caftrating his nephew , and leaving 
the empire to a worthlefs favourite. The fucceeding 
years of the minority of Conftantine were occupied 
by his mother Zoe , and a fucceflion or council “ 
of- feven regents , who purfued their interefl: , 
gratified their paffions , abandoned the republic, 
fupplanted each other , and finally vaniflied in 
the prefence of a foldier. From an obfeure orierin, 
Romanus Lecapenus had railed himfelf to the 
command of the naval armies; and in the anarchy 
of the times, had deferved , or at Icaff had ob- 
tained , the national efteem. With a victorious 
and affectionate fleet, he failed from the mouth 
of the Danube into the harbour of Confiantinople , 
and was hailed as^the deliverer of the people , 
and the guardian of the prince. His fupreme 
office was at firff defined by the new appellation 
of father of the emperor ; but Romanus loon 
difdained the fubordinatc powers of a niiniftcr , 

and 
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and afTumed , with the titles of CseHr and Au- chap. 
guftus , the full independence of royalty, which xlviii. 
he held near five and twenty years. His three !• 

fons , Chriftopher , Stephen , and Conftantine , a! d1*'si' 9 
were fuccelTively adorned with the fame honours, Dec. 24 
and the lawful emperor was degraded from the 
fiift to the fifth rank in this college of princes, conam- 
Yet, in the prefervation of his life and crown,**"® 
he might {fill applaud his own fortune and the 
clemency of tlie ufurper. The examples of an- 
cient and modern hiflory would havc.excufed 
the ambition of Romanus : .the powers and the 
laws of the empire were in his hand ; the fpu- 
ribus birth of Conftantine would have juftified 
his exclufion ; and the grave or the monaftery 
•was open, to receive the fon of the concubine. 

I But Lecapenus does not appear to have polfeired. 
cither the virtues or the vices of a tyrant. The 
fpirit and activity of his private life diffolved 
away in the funlhine of the throne ; and in his licen- 
tious pleafures , he forgot the fafety both of the. 
republic and of his family. Of a mild and reli- 
gious charader , he refpeded the fandity of oaths , 
the innocence of the youth , the memory of his 
parents and the attachment of the people. The 
fludious temper and retirement of Conftantine , 
clifarmed the jealoufy of power : his books and 
mufic, his pen and his pencil, were a conftant 
fourcc of amufement; and if he could improve a 
fcanty allowance by the fale of his pidures , 
if their price tv'as not enhanced by 
VoL. VIIL ' B b 
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name of the artift , he was endowed with a per- 
fonal talent , which -few princes could employ in 
the hour of advcrfity. 

T he fall of Romanus was occafioned by bis 
own vices and thofe of his children. After the 
deceafe of Chrillopher, his chlcll fon , the two 
furviving brothers quarrelled with each other, 
and confpired againll their father. At the hour 
of noon, when all flrangcrs were regularly ex- 
cluded from the palace, they entered his apart- 
ment with an armed force, and conveyed him, 
in the habit of a monk, to a fmall ifland in the 
Propontis, which was peopled by a religious com- 
munity. The rumour of this domeffic revolution 
excited a tumult in the city ; but Porphyrogeni- 
tus alone , the true and lawful emperor , was 
the objeA of the public care; and the fons of 
Lecapenus were taught, by tardy experience, 
that they had atchieved a guilty aud perilous 
enterprife for the benefit of their rival. Their 
-fifler Helena, the wife of Conftantine, revealed, 
-or fuppofed , their treacherous defign of affaf- 
finating her hufband at the royal banquet. His 
loyal adherents were alarmed; and the two ufur- 
pers were prev'ented, feized, degraded from the 
purple, and embarked for the fame ifland and 
mon'aflery where their father had been fo lately 
confined. Old Romanus met them on the beach 
with a farcaftic fmile, and, after a juft reproach 
of their folly and ingratitude, prefented his Imperial 
colleagues with an equal fliare of his water and 
vegetable diet. In the fortieth year of his reign. 
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Conftanrine the fcventh obtained the pofTeffion c h a r. 
of the Eaftern world, which he ruled, or feenicd xlviii. 
to rule, near fifteen years But he was devoid 
of that energy of charadcr which could emerge 
into a life of action and glory; and the fludies 
which had amiifed and dignilied his leifiire, were 
incompatible with the fcrioiis duties of a fovereign. 

The emperCr negleded the prndice , to.inftruct 
his fon Romanus m the theory, of govcrnmejit: ^ 

Avhilc he indulged the habits of intemperance and 
floth, he dropt the reins of the adminiflration 
into the hands of Helena his wife; and, in the 
fliifting feene of her favour and caprice, each ' 
miniller was regretted in the promotion of a 
more worthlefs fucceffor. ^ et the birth and mif- 
for'tnncs of Conftantine had endeared him to the 
Greeks; they excufed his failings; they refpeded 
his learning, his innocence, and charity, his love 
of juftice ; and the ceremony of his funeral was 
mourned with the unfeigned tears of his fnbjecfs. 

The body, according to ancient cuftom , lay in 
Rate in the vcRibuIc of the palace ; and the civil 
and military ollicers , the patricians , the fenate, 
and the clergy, approached in due order to adore 
and kifs the hianimate corpfe of their fovereign. 

Before the proceffion moved towards the hnperial 
fcpulchre, an herald proclaimed this awful admo- 
nition: “ Arife, O king of the world, and obey 
“ the fummons of the I^ing of kings!.” 

The death of Condantine was imputed to poi- Ronortiu ft. 
fon; and his fon Romanos, who dcri\cd that 
name from his maternal grandfather, afccndcJjVov. 
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CHAT, the throne of Conflantinople. A prince who, 
XLvm. at the ace of twenty, could be fufpeded of anti- 
•cipating“his inheritance , muft have been already 
loft in the public efteem ; yet Romanus was ra- 
ther weak than wicked; and the largeft ftiare of 
the guilt was transferred to his wife, Theophano, 
a woman of bafe origin, raafculine fpirit, and 
flagitious manners. The fenfe of poifonal glory 
and public happinefs, the true pleafures of royalty, 

' were unknown to the fon of Conftantine, andj 

while the two brothers, Nicephorus and Leo, 
triumphed over the Saracens, the hours which 
the emperor owed to his people were confirmed 
in ftrenuous idlenefs. In the morning he viflted 
the circus ; at noon he feafted the fenators ; the 
greater part of the afternoon he fpent in the 
fpharijieriitm, or teimh-court, the only theatre of 
his vidories ; f from thence he paffed over to the 
Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus , hunted and killed 
four wild boars of the largeft fize , and returned 
to the palace , proudly content with the labours 
of the day. In ftrength and beauty he was con- 
fpicuous above his equals : tall and {freight as a 
young cyprefs, his complexion was fair and florid, 
his eyes fparkling , his ihoulders broad, his nofe 
long and aquiline. Yet even thefe perfedions 
were infufficient to fix the love of Theophano; 
and , after a reign of four years , fhe mingled for 
her hufbaqd the fame deadly draught which flie 
had compofed for his father. 

Nicepho. By his marriage with this impious woman, Ro- 
j"' manus tb« younger left two fons , Bafil the 
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fecond and Conftantine the ninth , and two c if a p. 
daughters , Thcophano and Anne. The cl- XLViii. 
dell filler was given to Otho the fecond , s®*’ 

emperor of tlie Well ; the younger became *'*^*'*^ 
the wife of Wolodomir , great duke and apoflle 
of Rudia , and, by the marriage of her grand- 
daughter with Henry the firll , king of Fran- 
ce , the blood of the Alacedonians, and per- 
haps of the Arfacidcs , ftill flows in the veins 
of the Bourbon line. After the death of her 
hufband, the emprefs afpired to reign in the name 
of her fons, the elder of whom was five, and 
the younger only two, years of age; but fhe fooa 
felt the inllability of a throne, which was fup^ 
ported by a female who could not be efteemed, 
and two infants who could not be feared. Theo- 
phano looked around for a protedor, and threw 
herfelf into the arms of the braved foldier ; her 
heart was capacious ; but the deformity of the 
new favourite rendered it more than probable 
that interefl was the motive and excufe of her 
love. Nicephoriis Phocas united, in the popular 
opinion , the double merit of an hero and a fiiint. 

In the former charadler, his qtialiHcations were 
genuine and fplendid: the defeendant of ft race, 
illuftrious by their military exploits, he had dif- 
played, in every ftation and in every province, 
the courage of a foldier and the conduct of a 
chief; and Nicephoros was crowned with recent 
laurels, from the important conqued of the iflc . , 

of Crete. Ilis religion was of a more ambiguous 
cad; and his haircloth, his fads, his pious idiom, 
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e II A p. and bis wifh to retire from tbe bufinefs of tbe 
>I,viii. world, were a convenient mafk for his dark and 
dangerous ambition. \et he impofed on an holy 
patriarch, by whofe infinence , and by a decree 
of the fenate, he was cntruRcd, daring the mi- 
nority of the young princes, with the abfolute 
> 'and independent command of the Oriental armies. 

’ As foon as he had feenred the leaders and the 

troops, he boldly marched to Conflantinople, 
trampled on his enemies, avowed his coiTcfpond- 
■ ence with the emprefs, and, without degrading 
her fbns , aUtimed with the title of Anguflns, the 
/ pre-eminence of rank and the plenitude of power. 

Hut his marriage with 7 heophano was refufed 
by the fame patriarch who had placed the crown 
on his head: by his fccond nuptials be incurred 
a year of canonical penance ; a bar of fpirittial 
affinity was oppofed to their celebration ; and 
fome evafion and perjury were required to filence 
the fcruples of the clergy and people. The po- 
pularity of the emperor was lofl in the purple: 
in. a reign of fix years he provoked the hatred 
of flrangers and fubjecls; and the hypocrify and 
avarice of the fij-fr Nicephortis were revived in 
liis fuccefror. Hypocrify 1 fliall never juRify or 
palliate; but I will dare to obferve , that the 
odious vice of avarice is of all others moR haRily 
arraigned , *and moR unmercifully condemned. 
In a private citizen, our judgment feldom ex- 
pects an accurate ferutiny into his fortune and 
cxpence; and in a Reward of the public treafure, 
frugality is always a virtue, and the encrcafc of 
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taxes too often an indifpen fable duty. In the chap. 
life of his patrimony, the generous temper of xi^viii. 
Nicephorus had been proved; and the revenue 
was ftrictly applied to the ferviee of the ftate : 
each fpring the emperor marched in perfon againfl 
the Saracens ; and every Roman might compute 
the employment of his taxes in triumphs, con- 
queffs, and the fecurity of the Eaftern barrier. 

Among the warriors who promoted his eleva- John zimic. 
tion, and ferved under his ftandard, a noble and“*’ 
valiant Armenian had deferved and obtained the tine ix. 
moft eminent rewards. The flature of John Zi- ' 

mifees was below the ordinary Ilandard; but this 
diminutive body was endowed with ftrength, 
beauty, and the foul of an hero. By the jealoufy 
of the emperor’s brother, he was degraded from 
the otllcc of general of the Eaft, to that of direc- 
tor of the polls, and his murmurs were chaflifed 
with difgrace and exile. But ^/imifees was rank- 
ed among the numerous lovers of the emprefs; 
on her intercelTion , he was permitted to rcfide 
at Chalcedon , in the neighbourhood of the > 
capital : her bounty was repaid in his clandefline . 
and amorous vifits to the palace ; and Theopha- 
no confented , with alacrity, to the death of 
an ugly and penurious hufband. Some bold and 
trufty confpirators were concealed in her raoft 
private chambers : in tlie darknefs of a win- 
ter night , Zimifees , with his principal com- 
panions, embarked in a final 1 boat, trav;erfed*the 
Bofphorus , landed at the palace flairs , and 
filently afeended a ladder of ropes, which was 
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CHAP, caft down by the female attendants. Neither his 

XLVm. own fufpicions, nor the warnings of his friends, 
nor the tardy aid of his brother Leo, nor the 
fortrefs which he had creeled in the palace, coiiid 
protcdl Nicephorus from a domeftic foe, at whofe 
voice every door was opened to the aflairins. As 
he flcpt on a bear-fkin, on the ground, he was 
roufed by their noify intrufion , and thirty dag- 
gers glittered before his eyes. It is doubtful 
whether Zimifees imbrued his hands in the blood 
of his fovereign ; but he enjoyed the inhuman 
fpeclacle of revenge. The murder was protracfled 
by infult and cruelty; and as foon as the head 
of Nicephorus wgs Ihewn from the window, the 
tumult was huflaed , and the Armenian was em- 
peror of the Eall. On the day of his coronation, 
he was flopped on the threlliold of St. Sophia, 
by the intrepid patriarch ; who charged his con- 
fcience with the deed of treafon and blood; and 
required, as a fign of repentance, that he fhould 
feparate himfelf fronj his more criminal alTociate. 
This fally of apoRolic zeal was not offenfive to 
the prince, fince he could neither love nor trufl 
a woman who had repeatedly violated the mofl 
facred obligations; and Tbeophano, inftcad of 
fliaring his Imperial fortune, was difmiRed with 
ignominy from his bed and palace. In their lafl: 
interview, fhe difplayed a frantic and impotent 
rage; accufed the ingratitude of her lover; af- 
faulted, with words and blows, her fon BafiJ , 
as he Rood filent and fubmiffive in the prefence 
of a fuperior colleague ; and avowtfd her own 
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proflitution, in proclaiming the illegitimacy of c n a f. 
his birth. The public indignation was appealed xiAlli. 
by her exile, and the piininiment of the meaner 
accomplices: the death of an unpopular prince 
was forgiven ; and the guilt ctf Zimifees was 
forgotten in the fplendour ol his virtues. Perhaps 
his profufioji was lefs ufeful to the ftate than the 
avarice of Nicephorus; but his gentle and ge- 
nerous behaviour delighted all who approached 
his perfon; and it was only in the paths of vic- 
tory that he trod in the footllcps of his prcdecef- . 
for. The greateft part of his reign was employed 
in the camp and the field : his pcrfonal v'alour 
and acclivity were fignalized on the Danube and 
the Tigris, the ancient boundaries of the Roman 
world; and by his double triumph over the Ruf- 
fians and the Saracens, he deferved the titles of 
faviour of the empire , and conqueror of the 
Eaft. In his lafl; return from Syria , he obferved 
that the moft fruitful lands of his new provinces 
were pofTcffed by the eunuchs. “ And is it for 
“ them,” he exclaimed, with honed; indignation, 

“ that w'e have fought and. conquered ? Is it for 
“ them that we Ihed our blood, and exhaud; the 
" treafurcs of our people?” The complaint was 
re-echoed to the palace, and the death of Zi- * 

mifees is flrongiy marked with the fufjiicion of 
poifon. 

Under this ufurpation , or regency, of twelve Bam ir. ami 
years , the two lawful emperors , Bafil and Con- 
llantine, had filently grown to the age of man- a. d. 97s, 
hood. Their tender years had been incapable January 10. 
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CHAT, of dominion: the rcfpedful modefty of their at- 
xLviii. tendance and falntation, was due to the age and 
merit of their guardians : the childlefs ambition 
of thofc guardians had no temptation to violate 
thejr right of fuccellion-: their patrimony was 

ably and faithfully adminiftcred; and the preraa- | 
ture death of Zimifees was a lofs, rather than a 
^ benefit, to the fons of Romanus. -Their want ! 
of experience detained them twelve years longer ' 
the obfeure and voluntary pupils of a miniftcr, 
who eoctended his reign by perfuading them to 
'indulge the pleafurcs of youth, and to difdain 
the labours of government. In this filken web, i 
the weaknefs of Condantine was for ever en- 
tangled; but his elder brother felt the impulfe of | 
_genius and the defirc of action; he frowned, and 
the minifler was no more. Bafil was the acknow- j 
' ledged fovereign of Conftantinople and the pro- 
vinces of Europe ; but Afia, was opprelfed by I 
two veteran generals, Phocas and Sclcrus, who, j 
alternately friends and enemies , fubjects and | 
rebels , piaintained their independence , and la- 
boured to emulate .the example of fuccefsful iifnr- 
' pation. Agafnll thefe domeltic enemies, the f(\i 

of Romanus firfl drew his fword , and they 
trembled in the prefence of a lawful and higb- 
fpirited prince, djic firft in the front of batde 
was .throAvn from his horfe , by^ the Broke of 
poifom, or an arrow: the fecond, who had been 
twice loaded with chains, and twice inverted 
with the purple, was defirous of dnding in peace 
the fmall remainder of his days. As the aged 
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fiippllant approached the throne, with dim eyes chap. 
and laultering ftcps, leaning on his two attendants, XLViil. 
the emperor exclaimed, in the infolcncc of youth ' 
and power, “ And is this the man who has fo 
“ long been the objedt of our terror?” After he 
had conlirmed his own authority, and the peace , 

of the empire, the trophies of Nicephorus and . 
Zimifees would not fuffer their royal pupil to 
fleep in the palace. His long and frequent ex- 
peditions againft the Saracens were rather glori- 
ous, than ufcfnl to the empire; but the final de- 
flru.cbion of the kingdom of Bulgaria appears, 
fince the time of Belifarius, the moft important 
triumph of the Roman arms. Yet inftead of 
applauding their victorious prince, his fubjedts 
detefted the rapacious and rigid avarice of Bafil ; 
and in the imperfedl narrative of his exploits, we 
can only difeern the courage, patience, and fero- 
cioufnefs, of a foldicr. A vicious education, which 
could not fubduc hisfpirit, ha,d clouded his mind ; 
he was ignorant of every fcience; and the remem- 
brance of his learned and feeble grandfire might 
encourage his real or affedled contempt of laws 
and lawyers, of artiffs and arfs. Of fuch a char- 
acter, in fuch an age, fuperftition took a firm 
and lafting pofTelTion ; after the firft licence of 
his youth, Bafil the fecond devoted his life, in 
the palace and the camp , to the penance of an 
hermit, wore the monadic habit under his robes 
and armour, obferved a vow of continence, and 
impofed on his appetites a perpetual abdinence 
from wine and flelh. In the fixty-eighth year of 
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CHAP. Iiis age, his martial fpirit urged him to embark 
XLvni. in pcrfon for a holy war againft the Saracens of 
Sicily; he was prevented by death, and Bafil, 
furnamed the Slayer of the Bulgarians, was dif- 
miffed from the 'world, with the bleUings of the 
^(jnftan. clergy and the curfes of the people. After hi.s 
a"^d. to2s, deceafe, his brother Conflantine enjoyed, about 
December. three years, the power, or rather the pleafures, 
of royalty; and his only care was the fcttlement, 
of the fucceffion. He had enjoyed , fixty - fix 
years, the title of Auguftus; and the reign of 
the two brothers is the longefl:, and mofl; obfeure, 
of the Byzantine hiftory. 

Romanus III. A lineal fuccelfion of five emperors, in a period 
a"^^Y'io 28 hundred and fixty years, had attached the 

Nov. 12. loyalty of the Greeks to the Macedonian dynafly, 
which had been thrice refpetfted by the ufurpers 
of their power. After the death oTr Conflantine 
the ninth, the laft male of the royal race, a new 
and broken feene prefents itfelf, and the accu- 
mulated years of twelve emperors do not equal 
the fpace of his fingle reign. His elder brother 
had preferred his private chaftity to the public 
intereft, and Conftantinc himfelf had only three 
daughters; Eudocia, who took the veil, and Zoc 
and Theodora, who were preferved till a mature 
age in a flate of ignorance and virginity. ^\'ben 
their marriage was difeufted in the council of 
their dying father, the cold or pious Theodora 
refufed to give an heir to the empire, but her 
’ fiRer Zoe prefented herfelf a willing vidtim at 
the altar. Romanus Argyrus, a patrician of a 
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graceful perfon and fair reputation , was chofen c H x P. 
for her huflrand , and , on his declining that honour, xlvjii, 
was informed , that blindnefs or death \yas the 
fecond alternative. The motive of his reludance 
was conjugal affedion , but his faithful wile 
facrificed her own happinefs to his fafety and 
greatnefs; and her entrance into a monaftery re- 
moved the only bar to the Imperial nuptials. 

After the deceafe of Conflantine , the feeptre 
devolved to Romanus the third ; but his la- 
bours at home and abroad were equally feeble 
and fruitlefs ; and the mature age, the forty- 
eight years of Zoe , were lefs favourable to 
the hopes of pregnancy than to the indulgence 
of pleafure. Her favourite chamberlain was an 
haudfome Paphlagonian of the name of Michael, 
whofe firft trade had been that of a money-changer ; , 

and Romanus, cither from gratitude or equity, 
connived at their criminal intercourfe, or accepted 
a flight alTurance of their innocence. But Zoe 
foon juftified the Roman maxim , that every adult- 
refs is capable of poifoning her hufband ; and the 
death of Romanus was inftantly followed by the 
•fcandalous marriage and elevation of Michael the 
fourth. The expectations of Zoe were however Michael iv. 
difappointed : inftead of a vigorous and grateful 
lover, fhe had plactfd in her bed*, a mifcrable a . d . 1034, 
wretch , whofe health and reafon were impaired 
by epileptic fits, and whofe confcience was tor- 
mented by defpair and remorfe. The moft fkilful. 
phyficians of the mind and body were fum- 
’ moned to his aid ; and his hopes were amufed by 
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CHAP. 

XLVIII. 


Michael V. 
Calaphatcs, 
A. D. 1041, 
D«c. 14, 


frequent pilgrimages to the baths , and to tk | 
tombs of tlie moll popular faints , the monks ap- 
plauded his penance, and, except rcflitution (but 
to whom fliould he have rcllorcd ? ) INlichad 
fought every method of expiating his guilt. Vv'hile 
lie groaned and prayed in fackcloth and allies, 
his brother, the eunuch John , fmiled at his re- 
morfc , and enjoyed the harvcfl of a crime of i 
which himfeif was the fccret and mofl guilty au- 
thor. His adminiflration was only the art of fa- 
tiating his avarice, and Zoe became a captive in | 
the palace of her fathers and in the bands of licr ' 
flaves. When he perceived the irretrievable dc- ' 
dine' of his brother’s health, he introduced his 
nephew, another Adichael , who derived his fur- 
hame of Calaphates from his kither’s occupation in 
the careening of velTels : at the command of the ep- | 
nuch , Zoe adopted for her fon , the fon of a me- 1 
chanic; and this fictitious heir was invelled \vith 
the title and purple of the Cafars , in the pre- 
fence of the fenate and clergy So feeble was the 
character of Zoe, that fire was opprefled by the 
liberty and power which flte recovered by the 
death of the Faphlagonian ;• and at the end of ' 
four days, flie placed the crown" on the head of ^ 
Michael the fifth , who had protelted , \vith tears | 
and oaths, that he fliould ever reign the firlt 
and mofl obedient of her fubjeds. The only act 
of his fliort reign, w\is his bafe ingratitude to his 
benefactors, the eunuch and the emprefs. The 
difgrace of the former was pleafing to the pu- 
blic ; but the murmurs, and at length the 
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clamours , of Conllantinople deplored the exile of c h a p. 
Zoe, the daughter of fo many emperors; her xLViii. 
vices were forgotten, and Michael was taught, 
that there is a period in which the patience of 
the tamed flaves rifes into fury and revenge. The 
citizens of every degree adembled in a formidable 
tumult which laded three days ; they befieged the 
palace, forced the gates, recalled their mothers, 

Zoe from her prifon , Theodora from her monaf- 
tery, and condemned the fon of Calaphates to 
the lofs of his eyes or of his life. For the flrd Xoe and • 
time, the Greeks beheld with furprife the two 
royal fiders feated on the fame throne, prefiding April n. 
in the fenate, and giving audience to the ambaf- 
fadors of the nations. But this fingular union 
fubfided no more than two months; the two fo- 
vereigns , their tempers , intcreds, and adherents, • 
were fecretly hodile to each other ; and as 7 heodo- 
ra was dill averfe to marriage, the indefatigable 
Zoe, at the age of fixty , confented, for the 
public good , to fudain the embraces of a third 
hulFand, and the cenfures of the Greek church. 

. His name and number were Condautine the tenth , Contian. 
and the epithet of Monomachus , the fingle combat- 
ant , mud have been exprediv'e of his valour thus, 
and vitdory in fome public or private quarrel. 
his health was broken by the tortures of the gout, 
and his diffolute reign was fpent in the aker- 
native of licknefs and pleafure. A fair and noble • 
widow had accompanied Condautine in his exile 
to the ifle of Ltfbos , and- Sclerena gloried in 
the appellation of his midrefs. After his marriage 
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and clevMtion , flie was iin eflcd with the title 
and pomp of Aii^iijla, and occupied a contiguous 
apartment in the palace. The lawful confort (fucli 
was the delicacy or corruption of Zoe ) confented 
to this flrange and fcaudalous partition; and the 
emperor appeared in public between his wife 
and his concubine. He furvived them both j but 
the laft meafures of Conllantine to change the 
order of fuccellion were prevented by the more 
vigilant friends of Theodora ; and after his 
deceafe, flic rcfumed, with the general confcnt, 
the polieffion of her inheritance. In her name, 
and by the influence of four eunuchs, the Eaftcrn 
world was peaceably governed about nineteen 
months ; and as they wilhed to prolong their 
dominion , they perfuaded the aged princefs to 
nominate for her fuccelfor Michael the fixth. 
The furname of Stratioticiis declares his military 
profellion; but the crazy and decrepit veteran 
could only fee with the eyes, and execute with 
the hands , of his minifters. Whilft he afcended 
the throne, Theodora funk into the grave; the 
lafl: of the Macedonian or Bafilian dynafty. I have 
haflily reviewed, and gladly difmifs , this fliame- 
ful and deffrudive period of twenty-eight years, 
in which the Greeks , degraded below the com- 
mon level of fervitude, were transferred like a 
herd of cattle by the choice or caprice of two 
impotent females. 

From this night of flavery, a ray of freedom, 
or at leaft of fpirit, begins to emerge : the Greeks 
cither preferved or revived the ufe of furnames, 

which 
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\vliich perpetuate the fame of hereditary virtue ; 
and we now difcern the rife , fuccellidn , and 
aIJiances of the Jafl dynafties of Conftandnople 
and Trebizond. The Comneni , who upheld for a 
while the fate of the finking empire , affumed 
the honour of a Roman origin: but the family 
had been long fince tranfported from Italy to 
Afia. Their patrimonial eftate was fituate in the 
diftridt of Caflamona in the neighbourhood of 
the Euxine; and one of their chiefs, who had 
already entered the paths of ambition , revifited 
with affedlion, perhaps with regret, the modefl 
I though lionourable dwelling of his fathers. The 
firft of their line was the illuftrious Manuel, 
< who. In the reign of the fecond Bafil, contri- 

I buted by war and treaty to appeafe the troubles 

i of the Eafl: he left in a tender age, two fons, 

Ifaac and John, whom, with the confcioufnefs 
I of dcfcrt , he bequeathed to the gratitude and 
I favour of his fovereign. The noble youths were 
carefully trained in the learning of the monaffery, 
1’ the arts of the palace , and the exercifes o! the 

I camp : and from the domeftic fervice of the 

I guards, they were rapidly promoted to the com- 

I mand of provinces and armies. 1 heir fraternal 

f union doubled the force and reputation of the 

1 Comneni, and their ancient nobility w.as illuf- 

tratcd by the marriage of the two brothers, 

I with a captive princefs of Bulg.aria , and the 

daughter of a patrician , who had obtained the 
I name of Charon from the number of enemies 
1 whom he had fent' to the infernal fliades. The 
VoL. VllL ♦ C c 
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c !i A I’, fnldicrs had fcrvcd with relurlant loyalty a fen’es 
Xivni. oi elK miiiatc niafters; the elevation of Alichael 
the iVxth was a pcrfonal infiilt to the more 
(Icferving generals ; and their difeontent was in- 
llamed by the parfimony of the emperor and the 
inlolenoe of the eunuchs. They fecretly alTemblcti 
in the lanchiary of St. Sophia, and the votes of 
‘the military fynod would have been unanimous 
in fiU'our of the old and valiant Catacalon, if 
the patriotifm or modcily of the v'eteran had not 
fuggefied the importance bf birth as well as merit 
in the choice of a fovereign. Ifaac Comnenus 
' was approved by general confent, and the affo- 

ciates fe[)arated without delay to meet in the 
plains of I'hrygia at the head of their refpeclive 
fquadrons and detachments. The caufe of Michael 
was defended in a finglc battle by the mercena- 
ries of the Imperial guard , who were aliens 
to the public intercfl;, and animated only by a 
principle of honour and gratitude. After their 
defeat, the fears of the emperor folicited a treaty, 
which was almoft accepted by the moderation 
of the Comnenian. But the former was betrayed 
by his ambafiadors, and the latter was prevented 
by his friends. The folitary Alichacl fubmitted 
to the voice of the people; the patriarch annulled 
their oath of allegiance ; and as he fl^aved the 
head of the royal monk, congratulated bis bene- 
ficial exchange of temporal royalty for the 
J-ringdom of heaven : an exchange , however, 
which the prieft, on his own account, wouhi 
probably have declined. By the hands of the 
fame patriarch, Ifaac Comnenus was folcmnly 
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crowned : tbe fword which he inferibrd on his 
coins, mijrht be an offenfive fymbo). if it implied 
his. title by conqucll-; but this fword would 
hav'e been drawn agaliift the loreign and 
doincflic enemies of the flate. The decline of 
his health and vigour fufpended the operation 
of active virtue ; and the profjred of ai)proaching 
death determined him to interpofe fome moments 
between life and eternity. But inftead of leaving 
the empire as the marrbge portion of his daugh- 
ter, his reafon and inclination concurred in' the 
preference of his brother John, a foldier, a patriot, 
imd the father of five ions, the future pdlars of 
an hereditary fucceflion. His iirft modeft reluct- 
ance might be the natural didates of diferetion 
and tendernefs, but his obftinate and fucceFlul 
perfeverance , however it may dazzle with the 
ihew of virtue , mult be cenfured as a criminal 
defertion of bis duty , and a rare offence againft 
his family and country. The purple which he 
had refnfed was accepted by Con.'tantine Ducas, 
a friend of the Comnenian houfe, and whole 
aroble birth was adorned with the experience^ 
and reputation of civil policy. In the monaltio 
habit , If.iac recovered bis health , and furvivetl 
two years his voluntary abdication. At the 
command of his abbot, be obCerved the rule of 
St. Balil, and executed the moft fcwile offices 
of the convent; but his latent vanity was grati- 
fied by the frequent and rtfpedfnl vifits of the 
reigning monarch , who revered m his perfon the 
ebaradcr of a benefador and a faint. 

C c s 
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If Conftantine the eleventh were indeed the 
fubjedl moft worthy of empire, we muft pity 
the debafement of the age and nation in which 
he was chofcn. In the labouf of puerile declama- 
tions he fought, without obtaining, the crown 
of eloquence , more precious , in his opinion , 
than that of Rome ; and , in the fubordinate 
fun(flions of a judge , he forgot the duties of a 
fovereign and a warrior. Far from imitating the 
patriotic indifference of the authors of his great- 
itefs , Ducas was anxious only to fecure , at the 
expence of the republic, the power and profperity 
of his children. His three fons , Michael the 
feventh , Andronicus the firft , and Conftantine 
the twelfth, were invefted, in a tender age, with 
the equal title of Auguftus; and the fucceftion 
was fpeedily opened by their father’s death. His 
widow, Eudocia , was entrufted with the admi- 
niftration ; but experience had taught the jealoufy 
of the dying monarch to protedl his fons from 
the danger of her fecond nuptials; and her folema 
engagement, attefted by the principal fenators , 
was depofited in the hands of the patriarch. 
Before the end of feven months , the wants of 
F-udocia , or thofe of the ftate , c.alled aloud for 
the male virtues of a foldier ; and her heart had 
already chofen Romanus Diogenes, whom ftie 
raifed from the fcaflbld to the throne. The 
difeovery of a treafonable attempt had expofed 
him to the fev'^erity of the laws : his beauty and 
valour abfolved him in the eyes of the emprefs; 
and Romanus, from a arild exile, was recalled 
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on tbe fecond day to the command of the Orien- chap. 
tal armies. Her royal choice was yet unknown XLVin. 
to the public ; and the proraife which would 
have betrayed her falfehood and levity , was 
llolen by a dextrous emiHary !from the ambi- 
tion of the patriarch. Xiphilin at lirll alleged 
the fanclity of oaths and the facred nature of 
a truft ; but a whifper , that his brother 
was the future emperor , relaxed his fcruples, 
and forced him to confefs that the public 
fafety was the fiipreme law. He rcfigned the 
important paper; and when his hopes were con- 
founded by the nomination of Romanus, he could Ro'"anus HI. 
no longer regain his fecurity, rctracl his declara- 
tions , nor oppofe the fecond nuptials of the em- Auguft. 
prefs. Yet a murmur was heard in the palace; 
and the Barbarian guards had raifed their battle- 
axes in the caufe of the houfc of Ducas , till the 
young princes were foothed by the tears of their 
mother and the folemn affurances of the fidelity 
of their guardian , who filled the Imperial Ration 
with dignity and honour. Hereafter I flrall relate 
his valiant , but unl'ucccfsful , efforts to refiR the 
progrefs of the Turks. His defeat and captivity 
intticled a deadly wound on the Byzantine mo- 
narchy of the EaR ; and after he was releafed 
from the chains of the fultan , he vainly fought 
his wife and his fubjeds. His wife had been 
thruR into a monaRery , and the fubjeds of 
Romanus had embraced the rigid maxim of the 
civil law , that a prifoner in the hands of the 
enemy is deprived, as by the Rroke of death, of 
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-all tVie public and private riglus of a citizen.' 

In the general confternation , the Cxfar John 
afferted the iudcfealible right of his three ne- 
, phews: ConRantinople liftencd to his voice ; and 
the Turkilh captive was proclaimed in the ca- 
pital , and receiv'ed on the frontier, as an enemy 
of the republic. Romanus was not more fortu- 
nate in donieflic than in. foreign war: the lofs of 
two battles compelled him to yield , on the 
aflurance of fair and honourable treatment ; but 
bis enemies were devoid of faith or hiimanitv; 
and, after the cruel extinction ol his fight, his 
wounds were left to bleed and corrupt, till in a 
few days he was relieved from a (late of inifcry. 
Under the triple reign of the houfe of Ducas , 
the two younger brothers were reduced to the 
vain honours of the purjile; but the eldeft, the 
puhllanimous INTichael , was incapable of I'nftain- 
ing the Roman feeptre; and his furname of Para- 
jtiraces denotes the reproach which he fliarcd with 
an avaricious favourite , who enhanced tb,c price, 
and diinininv’d the meafure , of wheat. In the 
fchool of bfellus, and after the example of his 
mother, the fon of Eudocia made fome pro!?- ' 
ciency in philofophy and rhetoric; but his ch.a- 
raeder was degraded , rather than ennobled , by 
the virtues ol a monk and the learning of a ; 
Jophifl. Strong in the contempt of their fovereign : 

and their own edeem , two generals , at the head • 

of the buropean and Afiatic legions, aflumed the 
purple at Adrianople and Mice. Their revolt [ 
was in the fame month ; they bore the fame I 
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»ame of Nicephorus ; but the two candidates c h a i». 
were diflinguiflied by the furnamcs of Bryennius XLVlit. 
and Botaniates ; the former in the maturity of 
wifdom and couraije , the latter confpicuous only 
by the memory of liis pafl exploits. hile 
Botaniates advanced with cautious and dilatory 
fleps, his achive competitor flood in arms befoie 
the gates of Conftantinople. The name of Bryen- 
nius was ijluflrious; his caufe was popular; but 
his licentious troops could not be reftrained from 
burning and pillaging a fubuib; and the people, 
who would have hailed the rebel, rejected and 
rcpulfed the incendiary of his country. ^ h;s 
change of the public opinion was favourable to 
Botaniates , who at length , with an army of 
Turks, approached the fiiores of Chalcedon. A 
formal invitation, in the name of the patriarch , 
the fynod, and the fenate, was circulated through 
the Ifreets of Conllautinople ; and the general 
alfembly , in the dome of St. Sophia , debated j 
/ with order and calmnefs, on the choice of their* 
fovereign. The guards of IVTichacl would have 
difperfed this unarmed multitude; but the feeble 
emperor , applauding his own moderation and 
clemency, refigned the enfigns of royalty, and 
was rewarded with the monaCtic habit, anti the 
title of archbifliop of Hphefus. He lelt a ion, a 
Conflantine, born and educated in the purple ; 
and a daughter of (he houfe of Ducas illuftrated 
the blood, and confirmed the fuccelTion , of the 
Comnenian dynaffy. 

John Comneiuis, the brother of the cmjKroP 
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'chap. Ifaac, furvlvcd in peace and dignity Ids generous' 
xrvni. refufal of the feeptre. By his wife Anne, a womau 
Nicepho. of mafeuline fpirit and policy, he left eight chil- 
L'utani!i-cs. dren: the three daughters multiplied the Comne- 
A. D. lors, nian alliances with the nobleft of the Greeks: of 
March sr, ^ Manue] was flopped by a premature 

death ; Ifaac and Alexius reflored the Imperial 
greatnefs of their houfe, which was enjoyed with- 
out toil or danger , by the two younger bre- 
thren, Adrian and Nicephorus. Alexius, the third 
and mofl illuflrious of the brothers , was endowed 
by nature with the choiccfl gifts both of mind 
and body: they were cultivated by a liberal edu- 
cation , and exercifed iu the fchool of obedience 
and advei fity. The youth was difmifTed from the 
' perils of the Tu'rkifh war, by the paternal care- 

of the emperor Romanus; but the mother of the 
Comneni, with her afpiring race, was accufed of 
treafon , and baniflied , by the fons of Ducas , to 
an ifland in the Propontis. The two brothers foon 
emerged into favour and adion , fought by each 
other’s fide againffc the rebels and Barbarians , 
and adhered to the emperor Michael , till he was 
deferted by the world and by himfelf. In his firfl 
interview with Botaniates, “ Brince , ” faid Alexius, 
with a noble franknefs , “my duty rendered me 
your enemy; the decrees of God and of the 
- “ people have made me your fubjccl. Judge of my 

future loyalty , by my pad oppolition. ” The 
fucceflor of Michael entertained him with eflecm 
and confidence : his valour was employed agaiiifl 
three rebels, who diRuibed the peace of the em- 
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I pire , or at leaft of the emperors. Uriel , Bryennius , 

I andBafilacius , were formidable by their numerous 

1 forces and military fame: they were fucccfllvely 
I vanquilhed in the field, and led in chains to the 
foot of the throne ; and whatever treatment they 
I might receive from a timid and cruel court, they 

1 applauded the clemency , as well as the courage , 

i of their conqueror. But the loyalty of the Comneni 

I was foon tainted by fear and fufpicion ; nor is it 

I cafy to fettle between a fubjecfl and a defpot, the 

I debt of gratitude, which the former is tempted 

I to claim by a revolt , and the latter to difcharge 

I by an executioner. The refufal of Alexius to march 

I againft a fourth rebel, the hufband of his fifter, 

I deflroyed the merit or memory of his paft fervices : 

I the favourites of Botaniates provoked the ambition 

I which they apprehended and accufed ; and tlie 

retreat of the two brothers might be juftified by 
the defence of their life or liberty. The women 
of the family were depofited in afanduary, rc- 
fpeded by tyrants: the men, mounted on horfe- 
back , fallied from the city, and ereded the 
ffandard of civil war.- The foldiers, who had 
been gradually, affembled in the capital and the 
neighbourhood , were devoted to the caufe of a 
vidorious and injured leader: the ties of common' 
intereft and domeftic alliance fecured the attach- 
ment of the houfc of Ducas; and the generous 
difpute jof the Comneni was terminated by the 
decifive refolution of Ifaac , who was the firff to 
inveft his younger brother with the name and 
enfigns of royalty. They returned to Conflanth 
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nople, to tlirc'^tcn ratliertlian bcficge that I'mprcg* 
nable fortrcfs; but the, ii'lelity of the guards %va,s 
corrupted ; a gate was furprifed ; and the fleet was 
occufTied by the adtivc courage of George Pala’o- 
logus , who fought againff his fatlier , without fore- 
f eing that he laboured for his poRerity. Alexius 
af:endcd the throne; and his aged competitor 
dif.'ppearcd in a monaRery. An anny of \-arioirs 
rations v.'as gratiRcd with the pillage of tlic city; 
but the public diforders were expiated by the tears 
and falls of the Coinneni who fubmitted to 
every penance compatible with the poRcRTion of 
the empire. 

1 he life of the emperor Alexius has been deli- 
neated by a favourite daughter, who was infpired 
by a tender regard for his perfonand a laudable 
zeal to perpetuate his vdrtues. Confeious of the 
jiiR fufpicion of her readers, the princefs Anne 
Comnena repeatedly 'proteRs , that, bcRdes her 
perfonal knowledge , fhe had fearched the difcotiiTe 
and writings of the moR refpectable veterans: that 
after an interval of thirty years, forgotten bv, 
and forgetful of, the world, her mournful foli- 
tude was inaccelTible to hope and fear; and that 
truth, the naked perfe^ft truth, was more dear 
and facred than the memory of her parent. 'Yet 
inRead of the fimplicity of Ryle and narrative 
which wins our belief, an elaborate affechuion 
of rhetoric and fcicnce, betrays in every page 
the vanity of a femrde author. The genuine 
characRcr of .'Alexius is loR in a vague coiilKIla- 
tion ef virtues; and the perpetual Rrain of pane* 
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gvric and apology, awakens our jcaloufy, to chap, 
queftion the veracity of the hiftoria-n and the ’>clyui. 
meric of the hero. We cannot however refufe 
her judicious and important remark , that the 
diforders of the times were the misfortune and 
the glory of Alexius; and that every calamity 
which can afflict a declining empire was accu- 
mulated on his reign by the juftice of Heaven 
and the vices of his predeceffors. In the Eaft, 
the \’icT,orious d'urks h id fpread , from Perlia to 
the Mcllefpont, the r:'gn of the Koran and dhc 
Crefeent: tlie Weft w^s invaded by the a Iven- 
turous valour of the Xormtus; and, m the mo- 
ments of peace, the Panubc poured lorth new 
I’warms, who had gained, in the feience of war, 
what they had loll in the ferocioufnefs of man- 
ners. 7'be fca was not kf., hoftde than the land; 
and while the frontiers were affauiced by an open 
enemy, the. palace was diffracted with fccret 
treafon and confpiracy. On a fudden, the b.an- 
ncr of the Crofs was difplayed by the Latins: 

Europe was precipitated on Afia; and Conftan- 
tinople had almoll been fwept away by this 
impetuous deluge. In the tempelt Alexius lleercd 
the Imperial vcffel with dexterity and courage. 

At the head of his armies, he was bold in action, 

I'kilful in ftratagem, patient of fatigue, ready to 
improve his advantages, and viGng from his de- 
feats with inexhauPtible vigour. The dilvijrline 
of the camp was rec ived, and a new' generation 
of men and f rldiers was created by the e.xample 
and the precepts of their le.tder. In his intercourfe 
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CHAP, with the Latins , Alexius was patient and artful : 

XLViir. his difcerning eye pervaded the new fyftem of an I 

’ unknown world ; and I fhall hereafter defcribe I 

the fnpcrior policy with which he balanced the 
intereib and paflfions of the champions of the liril 
crufade. In a long reign of thirty -feven years, 
he fnbdued and pardoned the envy of his equals; 
the laws of public and private order were reflor- 
ed: the arts of wealth and fcience were cultivat- 
ed: the limits of the empire were enlarged in 
Europe and Afia ; and the Comnenian feeptre was # 
tranfmitted to his children of the third and fourth 
' generation. \ et the difficulties of the times be- 
trayed forae defeds in his charader; and have 
expofed his memory to fome juft or ungenerous 
leproach. The reader may pollibly fmile at the 
lavifli praife which his daughter fo often beftows 
on a flying hero: the weaknefs or prudence of 
his fituation might be miftaken for a want of 
perfonal courage ; and his political arts are brand- 
ed by the Latins with the names of deceit and 
diffimulation. The incrcafe of the male and female 
branches of his family adorned the throne and 
fecured the fucceffion ; but their princely luxury 
and pride offended the patricians , exhaufted the 
revenue , and infulted the mifery of the people. 
Anna is a faithful witnefs that his happinefs w’as 
deftroyed, and his health was broken, by the 
cares of a public life: the patience of Conftanti- 
nople was fatigued by the length and feverity of 
his reign ; and before Alexius expired , he bad 
loft the love and reverence of his llibjeds. The 


Digitized by Googjc 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 397 

clergy could not forgive liis application of the c ii a p. 
facrecl riches to the defence of the ftate; but they XLVIU. 
applauded his theological learning and ardent 
zeal for the orthodox faith , which he defended 
with his tongue , his pen , and his fword. His 
charader was degraded by the fuperflition of the 
Greeks; and the fame inconfiftent principle of 
human nature enjoined the emperor to fpund an 
hofpital for the poor and infirm, and to direct 
the execution of an heretic, who was burnt alive 
in the fquare of St. Sophia. Even the fincerity 
of his moral and religious virtues was. fufpeded 
by the perfons who had paffed their lives in hi.s 
familiar confidence. In his lafl hours, when he 
was preffed by his wife Irene to alter the fuccef- 
fion , he railed his head , and breathed a pious 
ejaculation on the vanity of this world. The 
indignant reply of the emprefs may be inferibed 
as an epitaph on his tomb, “ You die, as you 
“ have lived — AN HYPOCRITE ! ” 

It was the wifli of Irene to fupplant the eldefl-iohn, or Ca. 
of her furviving fons, in favou-r of her daughter ’ 

the princefs Anne, whofe philofophy would notAusuft 
have refufed the weight of a diadem. But the 
order of male fucceffion was allerted by the friends 
of their country; the lawful heir dre\v the royal 
fignet from the finger of his infenfible or confeious 
father, and the empire obeyed the mafter of the 
palace. Anna Comnena was Ilimulatcd by am- 
bition and revenge to confpire againft the life of 
her brother, and when the defign was prevented by 
the fears or fcruples of her hufband , Ilie paflionately 
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c n A p. 
XL VIII. 


exclaimed , that nature had miftaken the twofexes, 
and had endowed Bryennius with the foul of a 
woman. The two fons of Alexius, John and 
Ifaac, maintained the fraternal concord, the here- 
ditary virtue of their race; am! the younger brother 
was content with the title of Scbajiocrator , which 
approached the dignity, without fliaring the 
j)Ower,.of the emperor. In the fame perfon , the 
claims of prinrogeniture and merit were fortunately 
united; his fwarthy complexion, harfli features, 
and diminutive ftature, had fuggefted the ironical 
furname of Calo-Johannes , or John the llandfome, 
which his grateful fubjec% more ferioufly applied 
to the beauties of his mind. After the difeovery of her 
treafon , tlie life and fortune of Anne were juflly 
forfeited to the laws. Her life was fpared by the 
clemency of the emperor , but he vifited the pomp 
:^nd treafures of her palace, and beflowed the rich 
confifeation on the moft deferving of his friends. 
That refpedable friend , Axuch , a flave of I'urkiOi 
extraction, prefumed to decline the gift, and to 
intercede for the criminal ; his generous mafler 
applauded and imitated the virtue of his favourite, 
and the reproach or complaint of an injured brother 
was the only chaftifement of the guilty princefs. 
After this examjde of clemency , the remainder of 
his reign was never difturbed by confpiracy or 
rebellion: feared by his nobles, bclov'cd by' his 
people, John was never reduced to the ,p:iinful 
reccliity of punifliing, or even of pardoning-, his 
perfonal enemies. During his government of 
twenty-five years, the penalty of death was abo- 
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lifhed in the Roman empire , a law of mercy moft 
delightful to the humane theorift, but of which 
the practice, in a large and vicious community, 
is feldom confillent with the public fafety. Severe 
to himfelf, indulgent to others, chafte , frugal, 
abftemious , the philofophic Marcus, would not 
have difdained the artlcfs virtues of his fucceffor, 
derived from his heart, and not borrowed, from 
the fchools. He defpifed and moderated the ftately 
magnificence of the Byzantine court, fo oppreflive 
to the people , fo contemptible to the eye of 
reafon. Under fuch a prince, innocence had nothing 
to fear, and merit had every thing to hojje; and 
without alfuming the tyrannic office of a cenfor , 
he introduced a gradual though vilible reformation 
in the public and private manners of Conflantinople. 
The only defect of thi^ accompliflied charadcr, 
was the frailty of noble minds, the lov’e of arms 
and military glory. Yet ‘the frequent expeditions 
of John the llandfome may be juflified, at lead; 
in their principle, by the necclfity of repelling the 
d inks Irom the Hcllefpont and the Bofphorus. 
T he fultan of Iconium was confined to his capital, 
the Barbarians were driven to the mountains, 
and the maritime provinces 0/ Afia enjoyed the 
tranfient blellings of their deliverance. From 
Conftantinople to Antioch and Aleppo, he repea- 
tedly marched at the head of a vithorious army, 
and in the fieges and battles of this holy war, his 
Latin allies were aitoniflied by the fuperior fpirit 
and prowefs of a Greek. As he began to indulge 
die ambitious hope oi refloring the ancient limits 
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of the empire, as he revolved in his mind, the 
Euphrates and Tigris, the dominion of Syria, and 
the conqneft of Jeriifalem , the thread of his life 
and of the public felicity was broken by a fingular 
accident. He hunted the wild boar in the valley 
of Ana?arbus, and had fixed his javelin in the 
body of the furious animal: but in the flruggle, 
a poifoned arrow dropt from his quiver, and a 
flight wound in his hand, which produced a 
mortification, was fatal to the bell and greateft of 
the Comnenian princes. 

A prema ture death had fwept away the two 
eldeft fons of John the Handfome ; of the two 
furvivors , Ifaac and Manuel , his judgment or 
aflcdion preferred the younger; and the choice of 
their dying prince was ratified by thefoldiers who 
had applauded the valour of his favourite in the 
Turkifl] war. The faithful Axuch haftened to the 
capital, fecured theperfon of Ifaac in honourable 
confinement, and purchafed with a gift of two 
hundred pounds of lilvcr, the leading ecclefiaftics 
of St. Sophia, who polfeircd a decifive voice in 
the confecration of an emperor. AFith his veteran 
and affcdlionate troops , Manuel foon vifited Con- 
ftantinople ; his brother acquiefeed in the title of 
Sebaftocrator; his fiibjeds admired the lofty fiature 
and martial graces of their new fovereign , and 
liflcned with credulity to the flattering pronmlc, 
that he blended the wifdoin of age with the adivn'ty 
and vigour of youdi. By the experience of his 
government; they were taught, that he emulated 
the fpirit, and fliarcd the talents, of his father, 
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■wbofc focial virtues were buried in the grave. 
A reign of thirty-feven years is tilled by a perpetual 
though various warfare againft the Turks, the 
Chriftians , and the hords of the wildcrnefs beyond 
the Danube. The arms of Manuel were exercifed 
on mount Taurus, in the plains of Hungary , on 
the coaft of Italy and Egypt, and on the feas of 
Sicily and Greece: the iiiHuence of his negociations 
extended from Jerufalem to Rome and RuflTia; and 
Uie Byzantine monarchy, for a while, became 
an objedl of refped or terror to the powers of 
Afia and Europe. Educated in the filk and purple 
of the Eaft, Manuel pofrefiTod the iron temper of 
a foldier, which cannot eafily be paralleled, except 
in the lives of Richard the tirft of England , and 
of Charles the twelfth of Sweden. Such was his 
ftrength and exercife in arms, that Raymond, 
furnamed the Hercules of Antioch, was incapable 
of wielding the lance and buckler of the Greek 
emperor. In a famous tournament , he entered 
the lifts on a fiery courfer, and ovei turned in his 
firft career two of the flouted of the Italian knights. 
The fird in the charge, the lad in the retreat, his 
friends and his enemies alike trembled, the former 
for hit fafety, and the latter for their own. After 
poding an ambufeade in a wood , he rode forwards 
in fearch of fome perilous adventure, accompanied 
only by his brother and the faithful Axuch, \yho 
refufed to defert their fovereign. Eighteen hor- 
£emen , after a lliort combat, fled before them: 
but the numbers of the enemy encreafed ; the 
march of the reinforcement was tardv' and fearful^ 
VoL. VIII. 'D d 
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and .Manuel, without receix'ing a wound, cut 
liis way through afquadron of hve hundred Turks. 
In a battle againft the Hungarians, impatient of 
the flowncfs of his troops , he fnatched a ftandard 
from the head of the column, and was the firft, 
almoft alone, who paffed a bridge that feparated 
him from the enemy. In the hime country, after 
tranfporting his army beyond the Save, he fent 
back the boats, with an order, under pain of 
death, to their commander, that he fliould leave 
him to conquer or die on that hoflile land. In 
the fiegc of Corfu, towing after him a captive 
tjallcy, the emperor flood aloft on the poop, 
oppofing againfl the volHes of darts and Roues , a 
]are:e buckler and a flowing fail , nor could he 
have cfcaped inevitable death, had not the Sici- 
lian admiral enjoined his archers to refpe<fl the 
perfon of an hero. In one day, he is faid to 
have flain above forty of the Barbarians with 
his own hand; he returned to the camp, dragging 
along four Turkifh prifoners, whom he had tied 
to the rings of his faddle : he was ever the 
JoremoR to provoke or to accept a Angle combat ; 
and the gigantic champions, who encountered his 
arm , were tranfplerced by the lance , or cut 
afunder by the fword, of the invincible Manuel. 
The Rory of his exploits, which appear as a 
model or a copy of the romances of chivalry , may 
induce a rcafonable fufpicion of the veracity of 
the Greeks: I will not, to vindicate their ciedit, 
endanger my own; yet I may obferve , that in 
the long lories of their annals, Manuel is the only 
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prince who has been the fubjedl of fimilar exaej- c h a i** 
gcration. "^V^ich the valour of a foldier, he did myui, 
not unite the fkill or prudence of a general : his 
victories were not prodndive of any permanent 
or ufeful conqueft; and his Turkini laurels were 
blafted in his lad unfortunate campaign , in which 
he lod his army in the mountains ofPifidia, and 
owed his deliverance to the generofuy of the 
fukan. But the mod fingular feature in the 
character of Manuel , is the contrad and vicilfitude 
of labour and doth, of. hardinefs and effeminacy- 
in war he feemed ignorant of peace , in peace he 
appeared incapable of war. In the held he flept 
in the fun or in the fiiow , tired in the longed 
'inarches the drength of his men and horfes, and 
fliared with a fmile the abdinence or diet of the 
camp. Nofoonerdid he return to Condantinople, 
than he refigned hinifelf to the arts and. pleafures 
of a life of luxury: the expence of his drefs, his 
table, and his palace, furpafled the meafure of 
his predecelfors, and whole fummer days were 
idly waded in the delicious ides ol the Piopontis, 
in the inceduous love of his niece 'I heodora. The 
double cod of a warlike and di'dclute prince, 
exhauded the revenue and multiplied the taxesj 
and Manuel, inthedidrefsofhis lad Turkidi camp, 
endured a bitter reproach from the mouth of a 
defperate foldicr. As he quenched his third, he 
complained that the water 'of a fountain was 
mingled with Chridian blood. “ It is not the 
“ fird time,” exclaimed a voice from the crowd, 

‘‘ that you have diank , O emperor ! the blood 
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“ of your Chriffian fubjedls, ” Manuel Comnenus 
was twice married, to the virtuous Bertha or 
Irene of Germany, and to the beauteous Maria, 
# French or Latin princefs of Antioch. The only 
daughter of his firft wife was dcftined for Bela 
an Hungarian prince, who was educated at Con- 
ftantinople under the name of Alexius : and the 
confummation of their nuptials might have trans* 
fei'red the Roman feeptre to a race of free and 
warlike Barbarians. But as foon as Maria of 
Antioch had given a fon and heir to the empire, 
the prefumptive rights of Bela were aboliflied, 
and he was deprived of his promifed bride; but 
the Hungarian prince refumed his name and the 
kingdom of his fathers , and difplayed fuch virtues 
as might excite the regret and envy of the 
Greeks. The fon of Maria was named .Alexius; 
and at the age of ten years, he afeended the 
Byzantine throne, after his father’s deccafe had 
clofed the glories of the Comnenian line. 

The fraterrial concord of the two fons of the 
great Alexius, had been fometimes clouded by 
an oppofition of intereft and paffion. By ambition, 
Ifaac the Sebaftocrator was excited to flight and 
rebellion , from whfcnce he was reclaimed by the 
firmnefs and clemency of John the Handfome. 
The errors of Ifaac , the father of the emperors 
of Trebizond, were fhort and venial; but John, 
the elder of his fons, renounced for ever his 
religion. Provoked by a real or imaginary infult 
of his uncle, he efcaped from the Roman to the 
Turkifli camp: his apoBacy was rewarded with 
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the Sultan’s daughter , the title of Chelebi , or noble , chap. 
and the inheritance of a princely eftatc; and xLVlll. 
in the fifteenth century, Mahomet the fccond 
boafted of his Imperial defeent from the Comnenian 
family. Andronicus , younger brother of John , 
foil of Ifaac, and grandfonof Alexius Comnenus, 
is one of the moft confpicuous charaders of the age; 
and his genuine adventures might form thefubjed 
of a very fingular romance. To juftify the choice 
of three ladies of royal birth , it is incumbent on 
me to obferve , that their fortunate lover was call 
in the beft proportions of ftrength and beauty; 
and that the want of the fofter graces was fupplieef 
by a manly countenance, a lofty ftaturc , athletic 
mufcles, and the air and deportment of a foldier. 

7 'he prefervation , in his old age, of health and 
vigour, was the reward of temperance and 
exercife- A piece of bread and a draught of 
, water was often his foie and evening repaft ; and 
if he tailed of a wild boar, or a flag, which he 
had roafled with his own hands, it was the well- 
earned fruit of a laborious chace. Dextrous in 
arms, he was ignorant of fear: his pcrfuafive 
eloquence could bend to every fituation and 
charadcr of life: his llylc, though not his pradice, 
was fafliioned by the example of St. Paul; and, 
in ev’ery deed of mifehief, he had a heart to 
refolve ; a head to contrive , and a hand to 
execute. In his youth , after the death of the 
emperor John , he followed the retreat of the 
Roman army; but, in the march through Afia 
Minor , defign or accident tempted him to wander 
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(J II A p. in the mountains; the hunter was encompafTed 
xi,viit. by the Turkifli huntfinen , and he remained fome 
time a reludant or wiiling captive in the power 
.of the fiiltair His virtues and voices recommended 
him to the favour of his coufin : he fhared the 
perils and the pleafurcs of Manuel ; and wli-ilc 
the emperor lived in public inceft with, his niece 
'Iheodora. the alfeciions of her fifter Eiidocia 
were feduced and enjoved by Andronicus. Above 
the decencies of herfex and rank, flie gloried in 
the name of his concubine ; and bpth the palace 
and the camp could witneL that (lie flept» or 
watched, in the arms of her lover. She accom- 
panied him to bis, military command of Cilicia, 
the firll feene of his valour and imprudence. He 
preffed , with active ardour, the fiege of IMop- 
fueftia: the day was employed in the boldeft 
attacks; but the night was wafted in fong and 
dance; and a band of Greek comedians formed 
the choiceft part of his retinue. Andronicus was 
fnrpnfed by the fally of a vigilant foe; but, 
while his troops fled in difordcr, his invincible 
lance tranfpierced the ihickeft ranks of the Ar- 
menians. ‘On his return to the Imperial camp in 
IMacedonia, he was received by IManuel with 
public fmiJes. and a private reproof; but the 
dutchies of NailTus , • Branifeba , and Cafloria, 
were the reward or confolation of the unfuccefsful 
gcner.'.l Eudocia ftill attended his motions: at 
midnight, their tent vv.as fuddenly attacked byr 
Iki' angry brothers, impatient to expiate her 
inf.uny in his blood ; his daring fpirit refufed he? 
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■advice, aiid‘ the difguife'of a female habit; a:id 
boldly ftarting from his conch, -he drew his 
fword , and cut Iiis way through the numerous 
aHallius. It was here that he tlrft betrayed his 
ingratitude and treachery: he engaged in a trea- 
fonable corrcfpondence with the king of Hungary 
and the German emperor: approached the royal 
tent at a fufpicious hour, with a drawn fword, 
and, under the mafk of a Latin foldier, avowed 
an intention of revenge againft a mortal foe; and 
imprudently praifed the fleetnefs of his horfc , 
as an inftrument of flight and fafety. The monarch 
differabled his fufpicions ; but, after the clofe of 
the campaign , Andronicus was arrefted and 
ftrictly confined in a tower of the palace of 
Conflantinople. 

• In this prifon he was left above twelve years; 
a moH: painful reflraint, from whicli the thirfl: of 
aedion and plcafurc perpetually urged him to 
cfcape. Alone and pcnfive, he percciv'cd fome 
broken bricks in a corner of the chamber, and 
gradually widened the palTage, till he had ex- 
plored a dark and forgotten recefs. Into this'' 
hole he conveyed himlflf, and the remains of 
his provifions, replacing the bricks in their for-' 
iner jx)fition , and crafing with care the footfteps 
of his retreat. At the hour of the cuflomary 
vifit, his guards were amazed by the filencc and 
folitude of the prifon , and reported ,‘ with fliamc 
and fear, his incomprehenfible flight. The gates 
of the palace and city were inflantly flint: the 
flridcft orders were difpatched into the provinces 
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CHAP, for the recovery of the fugitiv®; and his 

XLvm. wife, on the fufpicion of a pious ad, was bafely 
imprifoned in the fame tower. At the dead of 
night, (he beheld a fpedre: fhe recognized her 
hutband : they Iliared their provifions ; and a fon 
was the fruit of thefe ftolen interviews , which 
alleviated the tedioufncfs of their confinement. In 
the cuflody of a woman , the vigilance of the 
keepers was infenfibly relaxed; and the captive 
had accomplifhcd his real efcape , when be was 
difcovered, brought back to Conllantinople, and 
loaded with a double chain. At length . he 
found the moment, and the means, of his de- 
liverance. A boy, his domeflic fervant, intoxicat- 
ed the guards , and obtained in wax the impref- 
fion of the keys. By the diligence of his friends , 
a fimilar key, with a bundle of ropes, was in- 
troduced into the prifon , in the bottom of a 
hogfliead. Andronicus employed, with induftry 
and courage the inflrumcnts of his fafety, un- 
locked the doors, defcended from the tower, con- 
cealed himfelf all day among the bulhes^ and 
fcaled in the night the garden -wall of the' palace. 
A boat was ftationed for his reception : he vifit- 
ed his own houfe, embraced his children, caft 
away his chain , mounted a fleet horfe , and 
diredled his rapid courfe towards the banks of 
the Danube. At Anchialus in Thrace, an in- 
trepid friend fupplied him with horfes and mo- 
ney : he paired the river , traverfed with fpeed 
the defert of Moldavia and the Carpathian hills, 
and had almofi: reached the town of Halicz, in 
the Polilh Ruflia, when he was intercepted by 


Digitized by Google 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 409 


a party of Walachians, who refolved to convey 
their important captive to Conftantinople. His 
prefence of mind again extricated him from this 
danger. Under the pretence of ficknefs , he dif- 
mounted in the night , and was allowed to ftep 
afide from the troop: he planted in the ground 
his long ftaff; clothed it with his cap and upper 
garment; and, Healing into the wood, left a 
phantom to amufe, for fome time, the eyes of 
the Walachians. From Halicz he was honour- 
ably condudled to Kiow, the refidence of the 
great duke: the fubtle Greek foon obtained the 
efleem and confidence of lerofiaus : his charadlcr 
could alTume the manners of every climate; and 
the Barbarians applauded his Hrength and cou- 
rage in the chace of the elks and bears of the 
foreft. In this northern, region he deferved the 
forgivenefs of Manuel, who foliclted the Ruf- 
fian prince to join his arms in the invafion of 
Hungary. The influence of Andronicus atchiev- 
cd this important fervice: his private treaty was 
figned with a promife of fidelity on one fide, 
and oblivion on the other; and he marched at 
the head of the Ruffian cavalry, from the Bo- 
ryfthenes to the Danube. In his refentment Ma- 
nuel had ever fympathifed with the martial and 
dilTolute charadlcr of his coufin ; and his free par- 
don was fealed in the aflault of Zemlin , it| 
which 'he was fecond , and fecond only , to the 
valour of the emperor. 

No fooner was the exile reflored to freedom 
and his coimtry, than his ambition revived, at 
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firfl to his own, and at length to the public, 
misfoitune. A daughter of Alanucl was a feeble 
bar to the fuccellion of the more drferving males 
of the Comnenian blood : her future marriage 
with the prince of Hungary was repugnant to 
the hopes or prejudices of the princes and nobles. 

Hut when an oath of allegiance was required to 
the prefumptiv'e heir, Andronicus alone alTerted 
the honour of the Roman name, declined the 
unlawful engagement , and boldly protefted 
againft the adoption of a ftranger." His patriotifm 
was oflenfive to the emperor, but he fpoke the fen- 
timents of the people, and was removed from the t 
royal prefence , by an honourable banifhment , a f 
fecond .command of the Cilician frontier, with 
the abfolute difpofal of the revenues of Cyprus. 

In this ftation , the Armenians again exercifed his 
courage and expofed his negligence; and the 
■fame rebel , who baffled all his operations , was 
unhorfed, and almofl; flain by the vigour of his 
lance. But Andronicus foon difeovered a more 
eafy and plcaling conqueft, the beautiful Phi- 
lippa , fifler of the einprc-fs iXlaria, and daughter 
of Raymond of, Poitou , the Latin prince of 
Antioch. I or her Like, he deferted his Ration, 
and wafted’ the fummer in balls and tournaments: 
to his love flic Lveriheed her innocence , her re- 
.putation , and the offer of an advantageous mar- 
riage, But tlie refentment of lUanucL for this 
domcftic affront, interrupted his pleafures: An- 
droniens left the indil'uoet princefs to weep and 
to repent; and, with a. band of defperate adven- 
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inrers, undertook the ' pilgrimage of Jerufalem. 

' His birth, his martial renown, and .piofeflions of 
zeal,- announced hirh as the champion of the 
' crofs : he foon captivated both the clergy and 

^ the king; and the Greek prince was invefted 

I with the lordfliip of Berytus, on the coafl: of 
I Phoenicia. In his neighbourhood refided a young 
• and halidfome queen, of his own nation and 
I family, great -grand- daughter of the emperor 
I Alexis, and widow of Baldwin the third, king 
i of Jerufalem. She vifited 'and loved her kinfman. 
i Theodora was the third victim of his amorous 

I feduclion ; and her fliame was more public and 

fcand.tlous than that of her predecelfors. The 
I emperor ftill thirfted for revenge ; and his 

I fubjecls and allies of the Syrian frontier, were 
I repeatedly prefTcd to feize the perfon, and put out 
the eyes, of the fugitive. In Paleftine he was 
no longer fafe; but the tender Theodora reveal- 
1 ed his danger and accompanied his flight. The 

I queen of Jerufalem was expofed to the F.afb, his 

I obfequious concubine ; and two illegitimate 

I children were the living monuments of her weak- 
I nefs. Damafeus was his iirn; refuge; and in the 

I characters of the great Noureddin and his fervant 

I Saladin , the fiiperflitious Greek might learn to 
revere the virtues of the Mufulmans., As the' 
friend of Noureddin he vifited, ,mofl probably,' 
Bagdad , and the courts of Perfia ; and , after a 
long circuit round the Cafpian fea and the moun» 
tains of Georgia , he finally fettled among the 
Turks of Afig Minor, thg hereditary enemies of 
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Iris country. The fultan' of Colonla afforded aiv 
hofpitable retreat to Andronicus, his . rniilrcfs , 
and his band of outlaws : the debt of gratitude 
was paid by frequent inroads in the Roman pro- 
vince of Trebizond ; and he fcldom returned 
without an ample harveft of fpoil and of Chri. 
ftian captives. In the ftory of his adventures, 
he was fond of comparing himfelf to David, who 
efcaped, by a long exile, the fnares of the 
wicked. But the royal prophet ( he prefumed 
to add ) was content to lurk on the borders of 
Judaea, to flay an Amalekite, and to threaten, 
in his miferable ftate , the life of the avaricious 
Nabal. The excurfions of the Comnenian 
prince had a. wider range; and he had fpread 
over the Eaftern world the glory of his name 
and religion. By a fentence of the Greek church, 
the licentious rover had been feparated from the 
faithful; but even this excommunication may 
prove; that he never abjured the profcllioa of 
Chi iftianity. 

His vigilance had eluded or repelled the open 
and fecret perfecution of the emperor; but he 
was at length enfnared by the captivity of his 
female companion. The governor of Trebizond 
fucCeeded in his attempt to furprife the perfon of 
^Theodora : the queen of Jerufalem and her two 
children were fent to Conftantinoplc, and their 
Jofs embittered the tedious folitude of banifh- 
ment. The fugitive implored and obtained a 
final pardon , with leave to throw himfelf at the 
feet of his fovereign, yho was fatisfied with the 
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fubmiflirm of this haughty fpirit. Proftrnte on chap. 
the ground , he deplored with tears and groans xi.vni. 
the guilt of his paft rebellion; nor would he 
prefumc to arifc unlefs fomc faithful fubject would 
drag him to the foot of the throne, by an iron 
chain with which he had fecretly encircled his 
I neck. This extraordinary penance excited the 
I ■'■wonder and pity of the afTembly ; his fins were 
forgiven by the church arid ftate; but the jnfl 
, fufpicion of Manuel fixed his refidence at a dif- 
I tance from the court, at Oenoe, a town of Pon- 
tus, furrounded with rich vineyards, and fituate 
on the coaft of the Euxine. The death of IVla- 
' nuel , and the diforders of the minority , foon 
opened the faireft field to his ambition. The empe- 
ror was a boy of twelve or fourteen years of age, 
without vigour, or wifdom, or experience : his mo- 
ther , the emprefs Mary, abandoned her perfon 
and government to a favourite of the Comnenian 
' name; and his fifter, another Mary, whofe 
hufband , an Italian , was decorated with the title 
of C'defar, excited a confpiracy , and at length an 
infurreiflion , againft her odious fteprnother. The 
I provinces were forgotten, the capital was in 
flames , and a century of peace ^nd order was 
overthrown in the vice and weaknefs of a few 
months. A civil war was kindled in Conftanti- 
• nople ; the two fiidlions fought a bloody battle 
in the fquare of the palace, and the rebels fuftain- 
ed a regular fiege in the cathedral of St. Sophia. 

The patriarch laboured with honeft zeal to heal ■ 

the wounds of the republic the moft r^fpecfablc 
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patriots called aloud for a guardian and avenger, 
and every tongue repeated the praife of the talenti 
and even the virtues of Andronicus. In his retire- 
ment, he aflecled to revolve the foleinn duties of 
his oath: “ If the fafety ov honour of the Impe- 
“ rial family be threatened,.! will reveal and op- 
“ pofe the mifehief to the utmofl; of my power.” 
His correfpondence with the patriarch and patri- 
cians , was feafened with apt quotations from the 
pfalnis of David and the epiftles of St. Paul ; and 
he patiently waited till he was called to her de- 
liverance by the voice of his country. In his 
march from Oenoe to Conflantinoplc , his flcnder 
train iufenfibly fwelled to a crowd and an army; 
his profeffions of religion and loyalty were mif- 
taken for the language of his heart ; and the 
fimplicity of a foreign drefs , which fhewed to 
advantage his majcllic ftaturc , dif]^)layed a lively 
image of .his poverty and exile. All oppofition 
funk before him; he reached the {freights of the 
Thracian Bofphorus ; the Byzantine <iavy failed 
from the harbour to receive and tranfport the 
faviour of the empire: the torrent was loud and 
irrcfiftible , and the infeds who had balked in 
the funfl:ine of royal favour difappeared at the 
blaft of the (form. It was the firft care of Andro- 
nicus to occupy the palace, to falute the emperor, 
to connne his . mother , to punillr her minifler, 
and to reftore the public order and tranquillity. 
He th(^n vifited the fepulchre of Manuel : the 
fpedators were ordered to ftand aloof, but as he 
bowed in the attitude of prayer, they heard, or 
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thought they heard, a murmur of triumph and chap, 
revenge. “ I no longer fear thee, my old enemy, xi-ViiL 
“ who haft driven me a vagabond to every cIn 
“ mate of the earth. Thou art fafely depofited 
“ under a fevenfold dome , from whence thou 
“ canft never arife till the fignal of the laft trum- 
“ pet. It is now my turn , and fpcedily will I ' 

“ trample on thy allies and thy pofterity. ” From 
his fubfequent tyranny we may impute fuch feel- 
ings to the man, and the moment: but it is not 
c.xtremely probable that he gave an articulate 
found to his fecret thoughts. In the firft months 
of his adminiftration , his defigns were veiled by 
a fair femblance of hypocrify, which could delude 
only the eyes of the multitude : the coronation of 
Alexius was performed with due folemnity , and 
his perfidious guardian , holding in his hands the 
body and blood of Chrift , moft fervently declar- 
ed , that he lived , and was ready to die , for the 
fcrvice of his beloved pupil. But his numerous 
“adherents were inftruded to maintain, that the 
finking empire muft perilh in the hands of a fhild, 
that the Romans could only be faved by a veteran 
prince , bold in arms , fkilful in policy, and taught 
to reign by the long experience of fortune and • 
mankind; and that it was the duty of every citizen 
to force the reludlant modefty of Androuicus. to 
iindertalce the burthen of the public .rare. The 
young emperor was himfelf conftrained to join 
his voice to the general acclamation , and to folicit 
the affociation of a colleague, who inftantly de- 
graded him from the fuprerac .rank , fctluded his 
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perfon, and verified the rafh declaration of the 
patriarch , that Alexius might be confidered as 
dead, fo foon as he was committed to the'cufto- 
dy of his guardian. But his death was preceded 
by the imprifonment and execution of his mother. 
After blackening her reputation , and inflaming 
againft her the paffions of the multitude, the 
tyrant accufed and tried the emprefs for a treafon- 
able correfpondence with the king of Hungary. 
His own fon, a youth of honour and humanity, 
avowed his abhorrence of this flagitious adl , and 
three 6f the judges had the merit of preferring 
their confcience to their fafety: but the obfeqnious 
tribunal, without requiring any proof , or hearing 
any defence, condemned the widow of Alanuel ; 
and her unfortunate fon fubferibed the fentence 
of her death. Maria was ftrangled, her corpfe 
was buried in the fea, and her memory was 
wounded by the infult mofl offenfive to female 
vanity, a falfe and ugly reprefentation of her 
beauteous form. The fate of her fon was not 
long deferred : he was ftrangled with a bowfiring, 
and the tyrant, infenfible to pity or remorfe, 
after furveying the body of the innocent youth , 
ftruck it rudely. with his foot: “ Thy father, ” 
he cried , “ was a knave , thy mother a whore , 
and thyfelf n f ” 

The Roman feeptre, the reward of his crimes, 
was held by Andronicus about three years and 
a half as the guardian or fovereign of the empire. 
His government exhibited a Angular contrafl of 
vice and virtue. W hen he liftened to his paflTions , 

he 
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he was the fcourge; when he confulted his reafon^ 
the father, of his people. In the exercife of private 
juflice, he was equitable and rigorous: a fhameful’ 
and pernicious venality was aboliflicd , and the 
oflices were hlled with the moff delcrving candi- 
dates by a prince who had fenfe to chufe, and 
feverity to punifh. He prohibited the inhuman 
pradlicc of pillaging the. goods and perfons of 
fliipwrecked mariners; the provinces, fo long the 
objeds of opprelllon or negled, revived in prof- 
perity and plenty ; and millions applauded the 
diffant bleffings of his reign, while he was curfed 
by the witneffes of his daily cruelties. That ancient 
proverb , That blood-thirfly is the man who re- 
turns from banifliment to power, had been applied 
with too much truth to Alarius and Tiberius ; 
and was now verified for the third time in tbc 
life of Andronicus. His memory w:^s ffored with 
a black lift of the enemies and riv’als , who had 
traduced his merit , oppofed his greatnefs , or 
, infultcd his misfortunes; and the only comfort of 
his exile was the f.icred hope and promife of re- 
venge. The neceflary extindion of fhe young 
emperor and his mother, impofed the fatal obli. 
gation of extirpating the friends , who hated , 
and might punifli, the affaflin ; and the repetition 
of murder rendered him Icfs willing, and Icfsa'ble^ 
to forgive. An horrid narrative of the vidirns 
whom he facriheed by poifon or the fword , by 
the fea or the flames , would be lefs expreflive of 
his cruelty than the appellation of the Halcyon^ 
days, which was applied to a rare and bloodlefs 
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week of repofe: the tyrant flrove to transfer, on 
the laws and the judges , fome portion of his 
guilt; but the mafk was fallen, and his fubjeds 
could' no longer miftake the true author of their 
calamities. 1 he nobleft of the Greeks , more 
efpecially thofe who, by defeent or alliance, i 
might difpute the Comnenian inheritance, efcaped 
from the monfter’s den : Nice or Prufa , Sicily or 
Cyprus, were their places of refuge; and as their 
flight was already criminal, they aggravated their 
offence by an open rc\*olt, and the Imperial title. 
Yet Andronicus refifted the dagger's and fwords 
of his mod formidable enemies: Nice and Prufa 
were -reduced and chadifed : the Sicilians were 
content with the fack of 1 helfalonica ; and the 
didance of Cyprus was not more propitious to 
the rebel than to' the tyrant. His throne was ' 
fubverted by a rival without merit-, and a people ' 
without ar ms. Ifaac Angelus , a defeendant in i 
the female line from the g'reat Alexius , was marked : 
as a vidlim , by the prudence or fuperdition of 
the emperor. In a moment of defpair, Angelus t 
defended his life and liberty, flew the executioner, ( 
and fled to the church of St. Sophia. The fane* 
tuary was infenfibly filled with a curious and 
mournful crowd, who, in his fate, piognodicated 
their own. But their lamentations were foon turned 
to curfes , and their curfes to threats : they dared 
to alk, “ Why do we fear? why do we obey? 

“ VYe are many, and he is one; our patience is 
“ the only bond of our flavery.” With the dawn 
of day the city burft into a general fedition, the 
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prifons were thrown open , the coldeft and mod 
fervdie were rovrfed to the defence of their country, 
and Ifaac, the fecond of the name, was raifed 
from the fantduary to the thibne. .Unconfeious 
of his danger, the tyrant was abfent; withdrawn 
from the toils of date, in the delicious illands of 
the Propontis. He had contracted an indecent 
marriage with Alice, or Agnes , daughter of Lewis 
the feventh , of France \ and rcliCt of the unfortunate 
Alexius; and his focicty, more fuitablc to his 
temper than to’ his age , was compofed of a 
young wife and a favourite concubine. On the 
firft alarm he rulhed to Conftantinople, impatient 
for the blood of the guilty; but he was aftonifhed 
by the filence of the palace, the tumult of the 
city, and the general defertion of mankind. An- 
dronicus proclaimed a free pardon to hisfubjeCls; 
they neither defired, nor would grant, forgivenefs: 
he offered to refign the crown to his fon Manuel; 
but the virtues of the fon could not expiate his 
father’s crimes. The fea was dill open for his re- 
treat; but the news of the revolution had flown 
along the coad : when fear had ceafed , obedience 
wisno more: the Imperial galley was purfued and 
ta.ken by an armed brigantine; and the tyrant was 
dragged to the prefence of Ifaac Angelus, loaded 
with fetters, and a long chain round his neck. 
His eloquence, and the tears of his female com- 
panions, pleaded in vain for his life; but, indead 
of the decencies of a legal execution , the new 
monarch abandoned the criminal to the numerous 
fufferers , whom he had deprived of a father , an 
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e H A p. liiirijand, or a friend. His teeth and- hair, an eye 
XLyiii. and a hand, wjere torn- from him , as a poor 
compenfation for their lofs; and a fliort refpite 
. was allowed , thatilfc might feel the bittcrncfs of 

death 'Aftride on a camel, without any danger 
of a refcue, he was carried through the city, and ! 
the bafell: of the populace rejoiced to trample on >' 
the fallen majefty of their prince. After a thoufand I 
blow.s and outrages, Andronicus was hung by the 
feet, between two pillars that fupported the ftatues | 
of a wolf and a fow ; and every hand that could j 
reach the public enemy , inflidfed on his body 
fome mark of ingenious or brutal cruelty, till two ' 
friendly or furious Italians, plunging thoir fwords ; 
into his body, releafed him from all human punifti- ' 
ment. In this long and painful agony, “ Lord 
“ have mercy upon me ! and why will you bruife 
a broken reed ? ” were the only words that 
ffcaped from - his mouth. Our hatred for the 
tyrant is loft in pity for tlie man; nor can we 
blame his pufdlanimous refignation , fince a '' 
■ Greek Chriftian was iio longer mafter of his 

life. 

TPiac IT. I have been tempted to expiate on the extra- 

Angdut, ordinary charadler and adventures of Andronicus; 
irpt. IS. ' ^ terminate {be feries of the Greek 

emperors fince the time of Heraclius. The branches 
that fprang from the Comnenian trunk had 
infenfibly withered ; and the male line was conti- 
nued only in the pollerity of Andronicus himfelf, 
who , m the public confufioh‘, ufurpcd the fover- 
cignty of Trebizond, fo obfeure in hillory, and 
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fo famous in romance. A private citizen of Phi- chap. 
ladelphia, Conilantine Angclus, had emerged to XLVlil. 
w^calth and honours, by his marriage with a 
daughter of the emperor Alexius. His fon An. 
cfronicus is confpicuous only by his cowardice. 

His grandfon Ifaac puniflied and fucceeded the 
'tyrant; but he was dethroned by his own vices, 
and the ambition of his brother ; and their difeord 
introduced the Latins to the conqueft of Conftan- a. n. uc4, 
tinople, the firft great period in the fall of the 
Eaftern empire. 

If we compute the number and duration of the 
reigns, it will be. found, that a period of fix ' 
hundred years is filled. by fixty emperors, includ- 
ing in the Auguftan lift; fome female fovereigns; 
and dcdu(fting fome ufurpers who were never 
acknowledged in the capital, and fome princes 
who did not live to poffefs their inheritance. 

The aVerage proportion will allow ten ye.irs for 
each emperor , far below the chronological rule 
of Sir Ifaac Newton , who, from the experience 
of more recent and regular monarchies , has 
defined about eighteen or twenty years as the 
term of an ordinary reign. The Byzantine empire 
was mbft tranquil and profperous when it could 
acquiefee in hereditary fucceflion : five dynafties, 
the Heraclian , Ifaurian , Amorian , Bafilian, and 
Comnenian families enjoyed and tranfmitted the 
royal patrimony during tli^i#refpe^ive fcrics , of 
* five, four, three, fix ,^and four generAions ; 
feveral princes number the years of their reign 
W'ith thofe gf their inf^tney ; and Conftantine the 


Digitized by Google 


i \ ' ' 


422 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

V H A r. fov’enth and his two grandfons occupy the fpace 

Tttviii, of an entire century. But in the intervals of the 
Byzantine dynafties, the fucceflion is rapid and 
broken , and the name of a fuccefsful candidate 
is fpeedily erazed by a more fortunate compe- 
titor. Many were the paths that led to the 
fummit of royalty: the fabric of rebellion was 
overthrown by the flroke of confpiracy , or un- j 
dermined by the filent arts of intrigue: tbe I 
favourites of the foldiers or people , of the fenate I 
or clergy, of the women and eunuchs , were L 
alternately clothed with the purple : the means j 
of their elevation were bafe ,'and their end was 
often contemptible or tragic. A being of the 
nature of man, endowed with the fame faculties, ! 
but with a longer meafure of exiftence , would ‘ 
caft down a fmile of pity and contempt on the 
crimes and follies of human ambition, fo eager, 
in a narrow fpan , to grafp at a precarious and 
Ihort- lived enjoyment. It is thus that the ex- 
perience of hiftory exalts and enlarges the horizon 
of our intellectual view. In a compofition of 
fome days, in a perufal of fom'e hours, fix hun- 
dred years have rolled away, and the duration 
of a life or reign is contracted to a fleeting mo- 
ment: the grave is ever f^fide the throne; the 
fuccefs of a criminal is almoft inftantly followed 
by the lofs of his prize; and our immortal reafon 
furvdues and fljh'dainA!|p fixty phantoms of kings 
who nave palled before our eyes , and faintly 
dwell on our remembrance. The obferc’ation , 
that , in every age and climate , ambition has 
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prevailed with *the fame commanding energy, 
may abate the furprife of a- philofopher ; but 
while be condemns the vanity, he may fearch 
the motive , of this univerfal defire to obtain and 
hold the feeptre of dominion. To the greater 
part of the Byzantine feries , we cannot reafonably 
. aferibe the love of fame and of mankind. The 

I virtue alone of John Comnenus was benefieenC 

‘ and pure: the moft illuftrious of the princes, who 

I precede or follow that refpedlable name, have 

trod with fome dexterity and vigour the crooked 
I and bloody paths of a felfilh policy : in fcrutin-> 

I izing theimperfedl charaders of Leo thelfaurian, 

I Bafil the .firft, and Alexius Comnenus , ofTheo- 

1 philus , the fecond Bafil , and Manuel Comnenus , 

I our elleem and cenfure are almoft equally 

I balanced ; and die remainder of the Imperial 

crowd could only defire and exped to be for- 
gotten by pofterity. W as pcrfonal happinefs the 
aim and objed of their ambition? I fliall not 
defcant on the vulgar topics of the mifery of 
kings; but I may furely obferve, that their con- 
dition, of all others, is the moft pregnant with 
I fear, and the leaft fufceptible of hope. For thefe 

I oppofite paffions , a larger fcope was allowed in 

j the revolutions of anfcif]uity, than in the fmooth 

I and folid temper of*the modern world, which 

cannot eafily repeat cither tl^ triumph of Alex- 
ander or the fall of Darius. Eu^the peculiar 
infelicity of the Ryzantinq princes' expofed them 
to domeftic perils , without affording any lively 
promife of foreign conqueft. From tjie pinnacle 
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CHAP, of greatnefs , Androniens was precipitated by a 
XL VIII. death more cruel and fliameful than that of the 
vileft malefactor ; _ but the moft glorious of his 
predccefTors'had much more to dread from their 
fubjects than to hope from their enemies. The 
army was licentious without fpirit , the nation 
' turbulent wi thout freedom : the Barbarians of the 

Haft and Weft prelfed on the monarchy , and 
the lofs of the provinces was terminated by the 
final fervitude of the capital. 

The entire feries of Roman emperors , from 
the firft of the Cxfars to the laft of the Con- 
ftantiues, extends, above fifteen hundred years: 
and the term of dominion , unbroken by foreign 
conqueft , furpaffes the meafure of the ancient 
monarchies ; the Aftyiians or Medcs , the fix- 
ceffors of Cyrus , or thofe of Alexander. 

" I 
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